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Vclctri,  iQth  February,  1761, 
Tucfcfay,  8  o'clock  at  night. 

Jl  SET  out  for  this  place  about  1 2  o'clock 
this  morning,  after  a  good  dinner,  or  rather 
a  good  breakfaft,  before  my  departure,  Tho* 
I  came  poft,  and  it  is  only  two  and  twenty 
miles,  it  was  after  fun-fet  before  I  arrived 
hither.  I  brought  a  letter  for  a  gentleman 
Vol.  IIL  A  Qf 
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of  this  place,  tut  it  feems  he  is  gong  out  pf 
town,  however  they  expect  his  return  tor 
morrqw  niorning.  My  inn  I  think  is  as 
bad  as  can  poffibly  be.  Indeed  to  ^he  fouth- 
ward  of  Rome,  things  begin  to  have  the 
air  of  Spainr  There  is  fon^e  reafon  why  ac- 
commodations (hould  be  wprfe  in  hot  coun- 
tries than  in  colder  climates*  The  mildnefs 
of  the  air  renders  them  lefs  neceffary.  At 
this  time  of  the  ye^r,  people  would  be 
ftaryed  in  England  in  the  room  I  am  at  pre- 
fent  fitting.  I^p  glafs  to  the  windows,  tho^ 
that  indeed  is  at  prefent  remedied  by  the 
wooden  (butters  being  clofed^  but  then  there 
^re  proper  pterftices  to  let  the  wiiijd  pafs, 
Afy  chininey  likewife  fmokcs.  Part  of  my 
fupjper  is  juft  tumbled  down^  or  rather  up 
flairs,  and  I  am  going  to  eat  the  reft, 
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Vektri,  iidrFcbroarjF,  1761,  one  o^dock 
in  the  ifccmoo9,  WcdnefdajE. 

The  gentleman  I  was  recommended  to  has 
been  with  me  this  morning,  and  we  tookawalk 
put  together  about  the  town,  and  have  been 
icrutinizing:!  upon  the  fpot,  into  the  hiftory 
of  the  furprize  of  Veletri  by  the  Germans.  It 
happened  in  the  year  1744*  You  know  the 
.  queen  of  Hungary  fent  troops  under  prince 
Lobkowitz,  to  invade  Naples,  which  met 
the  Spaniih  and  Neapolitan  forces  at  Veletri. 
The  Sps^niards  w^re  quartered  in  the  town, 
and  the  Germans  in  a  wood  upon  a  hill  near 
it.  The  Spaniards  were  fent  into  Italy  by 
Philip  the  Fifth,  to  affift  his  fon  Don  Carlos, 
Mrho  is  now  king  of  Spain,  and  whom  he 
had  placed  upon  the  throne  of  the  Two 
Sicilies^  after  he  had  conquered  thofe  domi* 
nions  from  the  houfe  of  Auftria*  The 
queen  indeed  had  ceded  them,  but  upon 
war's  breaking  out  again,  ftie  renewed  her 
former  claims.  Juft  the  fame  as  (he  has  been 
A  2  doing 
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doing  with  regard  to  Sileiia  this  war.  She  feat 
twenty  thoufand  men  to  the  attempt.    It  was^ 
thefe  who  were  quartered  upon  the  niount 
Arteffiifius  r^ear  Veletri.  The  king  of  Naples 
was  quartered  and  lodged  in  the  only  handr 
fome  palace  here,  belonging  to  the  family  of 
Ginetti,     Lobkowitz   and   his   generals    re-. 
folved  to  attempt  a  furprize  of  the  place  by 
night.     General  Brown,  an  Irifliman,  was  to 
command  the   attack,      The    gritifh    fleet 
under  Admiral  Mathews   was  thep  cruiiing 
off  the  coaft,  which  is  not  above  fou^F  qi?  five 
miles   from  Veletri,  to   affift  the  Germans. 
A  day  or  two  before   the  furprize,  Lobko- 
^'itz' marched  fome  of  his  troops  down  rather 
more  to  the  fliore,  than  his  camp,   and   a 
report  was  fpread,  purpofely  I  fuppofe,  that 
he  was  going  to  imbark  hi^s  troops  on  board 
the  Englifh  fleet,  in  order  to  go   ftreight   tq 
Naples^     However,  if   any  perfon    fufFered 
themfelves  to  be  deceived  by  fuph  a  report, 
they  were  not  much  Ikilled  in  fea-afF^ir.s,   for 
it  muft  have  bpen  a  pretty  large  fleet  tp  have 

received 
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received  twenty- thoufand  men.  The  night 
fettled  for  the  attempt  at  laft  came*  Some 
regiments  of  German  troops  were  marched 
round  to  attack  Veletri  on  the  contrary  fide 
to  where  they  were  encamped.  There  was 
another,  likewife,  ordered  to  go  and  fpread 
an  aljtrm  towards  the  eaft,  but  they  loft 
their  way  in  the  night,  and  never  appeared 
during  the  attack* 

The  Neapolitan  gate,  which  was  on  the 
oppofite  fide  to  where  th6  Germans  were 
encamped,  was  the  place  intended  to  be 
forced.  Without  it  the  Irlfh  Regiments  in 
the  fervice  of  Spain  were  quartered.  General 
Brown  cut  the  greateft  part  of  his  count ry- 
taien  t6  piecesfc  During  this  alarm  the  king 
put  on  his  cloaths,  and  girting  on  his  fword 
as  quick   as   poffible,    ran   out  of  the  back 

.  door  of  his  houfe,  attended  by  fome  of  his 
nobility  and  life-guards,  who  were  upon 
duty  near  him.     He  went  through  the  gar- 

'  -den  belonging  to  the  palace  of  the  Ginetti 

A  3  family. 
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family,  and  took  the  road  towards  Valmoft** 
touio.  There  were  fome  of  his  cavalry 
here,  from  whom  he  got  a  horfe,  and  went 
on,  after  encouraging  them  to  defend  his 
perfon.  He  got  to  a  capuchin  Convent  not 
fat  from  Veletri,  where  he  met  the  duke  of 
Modena^  and  the  French  ambaflador,  two 
perfons  for  whofe  fafety  he  had  been  very 
anxious.  He  then  marched  to  the  right 
wing  of  his  troops,  who  were  encamped 
on  that  fide  of  Veletri,  where  he  omitted 
nothing  a  general  could  do  to  animate  and 
arrange  his  men*  It  was  now  day-light, 
for  Brown  had  been  fo  delayed,  that  it  was 
near  dawn  before  his  attack  began.  He  had 
almoft  deftjroyed  all  his  countrymen  who 
defended  the  Neapolitan  gate.  The  few 
that  remained  he  had  taken  prifbners. 
He  had  broken  too  fome  Spanifh  horfe  that 
oppofedhim.  He  killed  many  of  them,  and 
took  more^ 


He 
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He  then  feized  the  tents,  and  every  thing 
dfe  that  belonged  to  the  left  wing  of  the 
Spanifh  army.  He  fet  the  whole  on  fire* 
The  town  gate  was  now  opened  by  force. 
The  Spahifli  guards  in  vain  attempted  to 
hinder  the  entrance  of  the  enemy.  Sanfe* 
verino,  brother  to  the  J)rince  of  Bifiniano, 
endeavoured  to  rally  them.  Some  he  re- 
proached, ibme  he  ftopt  by  fdrce^  till  his 
great  number  of  wounds  rendered  him  fo 
faint,  that  he  fell,  and  was  left  for  dead. 
In  the  mean  time  the  (Germans  entered,  and 
(eized  upon  nine  pair  of  colour§  found  alto-^ 
gether  jiift  at  the  gate.  They  now  feparated 
their  troops  into  three  divifiotis.  One  wen^ 
to  the  palace  where  the  king  lodged ;  the 
fecond  towards  the  court  of  juflice,  a  large 
building  on  the  left  hand  as  they  entered ; 
and  the  third  up  the  flreet  that  leads 
through  the  middle  of  the  town.  They 
killed  a  great  many  people,  and  attempted 
to  fet  fire  to  the  houfes  in  many  places. 
The  inhabitants,  unufed  to  war,  hid  them- 
A  4  felves 
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felves  in  their  cellars,  and  expeded  td  fed 
their  habitations  entirely  .  deftroyed.  The 
Germans  continued  killing  almoft  every 
perfon  they  met,  whether  armed  or  not^ 
They  plundered  every  thing  they  could  get^ 
making  very  little  difference  between  what 
belonged  to  the  towns-people  or  their  ene- 
mies. Almoft  all  the  Spaniards  that  re- 
mained in  the  town  upon  the  entry  of  the 
Germans  were  ieither  taken  or  killed^  Count 
Mariano,  tho'  very  ill  of  the  gout,  was 
obliged  get  away  as  quick  as  he  could  on 
horfeback*  The  duke  of  Atrifeo,  after  the 
houfe  he  was  in  was  half  pulled  down  and 
burnt,  got  off  likewife>  and  mounting  a 
horfe,  rode  to  the  king's  guards,  of  which 
he  was  commander.  In  (hort^  fire,  coivfufion 
and  the  enemy  occupied  every  place ;  and  a 
report  was  current,  (a  thing  common  enough 
upon  all  thefe  occafions,)  that  the  Spanifti 
army  was  totally  deftroyed.  What  ruined 
the  Germans  was,  that,  inftead  of  following 
'  their  vidtory,  as  foon  as  they  were  mafters 

of 
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bf  the  town  they  thought  of  nothing  but 
pltindering  it.  However,  the  Spaniards, 
who  had  recovered  themfelves  a  little  on  the 
t)utfide"of  the  walls,  re-attacked  the  Ger- 
mans.  The  engagement  then  became  very 
bloody  on  both  (ideS* 

General  Gage  was  the  principal  comman- 
der of  the  Spaniards  under  the  king  of  Na- 
ples; He\va$  a  Fleming,  ^nd  had  been  one 
of  the  Spanifh  Walloon  guards.  He  direfted 
the  recovery  of  the  town  with  all  the  aft 
and  vigdr  of  an  expefrienCcW  » officer*  Aiif- 
dreafy,  a  general  of  tlic  ^Germans,  was 
wounded.  Many  prifoners  were  taken  on 
*both  lides. '  'The  event  was  certainly  of  very 
great  confequeilce,  For  if  the  Spaniards  had 
•been  conquered,  and  their  ammunition  and 
magazines  taken,  it  might  have  gone  hard 
With  the  kingdorn  of  Naples.  In  the  mean 
-time  the  king,  who  was  never  far  from  Ve  • 
•letri,  fent  two  companies  of  the  queen^s 
regiment,  which  he  had  along  with  him,'  to 

affift 


ib  LETTERS    FROJvl 

aflift  his  army.  Gage,  likeWife,  brought  the 
Macedonian  regiment,  and  that  of  Caflilli^ 
to  the  attack.  The  appearance  of  them  caft 
a  panic  into  the  enemy^  who  were  afraixi 
of  being  furtounded^  fo  that  the  Ger- 
^  mans  imimediately  began .  to  run  away  as 
faft  as  they  could.  Some  were  killed  in 
jumping  down  the  fteep  precipices  whicH 
furround  the  town.  What  increafed  the 
hurry  of  their  flight  was^  their  not  receiving 
any  affiftance  from  their  general  Lobkowitz, 
whoi  I  do  not  know  for  what  reafon^  did 
not  chufd  to  fend  them  a  reinforcement. 
The  Spaniards  purfued  the  flying  eiienly  to 
fo  good  effed,  that  they  ftrewed  the  ro^d 
quite  up  to  the  German  camp  with  carcafes. 
There  were,  ftill,  however,  fome  remaining 
in  Veletri,  who  had  got  into  the  houfes,  and 
from  thence  infefted  the  Spani(h  tfoopdl^ 
As  they  were  covered  by  the  walls  from  the 
mufquetry,  they  killed  a  great  number,  without 
being  annoyable  themfelves  from  the  enenoy* 
The  Spaniards  could  not  bring  their  cannon 

eafil^ 
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eafily  to  play  upon  them  v^ithia  the  ftreets 
of  the  town,  indeed  I  believe  they  had  little 
or  no  artillery  in  it*  However  the  Walloon 
guards  at  laft  broke  into  the  houfes,  and^ 
with  Tome  lofs,  killed  or  took  them  all  pri« 
foners*  The  count  of  Beaufort,  one  of  the 
Walloon  officers,  was  killed  by  the  enemies 
bayonets;  He  did  not  fall  upon  the  fpot, 
but  continued  fightuig,  till  at  laft  they  car« 
ried  him  away  by  force.  Hjs  countrymen, 
the  Walloons,  feeing  what  had  happened^ 
redoubled  their  fury*  They  cut  down  the 
doors  with  hatchets,  and  as  I  have  already 
faid,  all  the  Germans  remaining  within  the 
houfes  were  eithqr  killed  or  taken  prifoners. 
In  the  mean  time  the  purfuit  of  thofe  who 
were  retreating  to  their  camp  was  conti** 
nved.  Count  Novati  was  taken  by  the 
Spaniards  in  the  duke  of  Modena*s  quar- 
ters, before  he  knew  even  that  his  owa 
party  was  fled.  The  duke  of  Modena, 
you  know,  was  then  with  the  Spaniards. 
There  was  a  confultation  held  by  the  king, 

with 
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with  him  and  other  officers,  about  purfii- 
ing  the  Germans  with  all  their  forces,  into 
their  very  cartip;  But  fbroe  difputes  arofe 
about  the  way  they  were  to  march,  which 
gave  the  enemy  time  to  compleat  their  re- 
treat* 


Seven  o  clock  at  night, 

W  E  have  been  walking  out  a  fecorid 
time>  and  looking  about  Veletrii  The 
houfes  are  marked  with  mtifquet  Ihot^ 
the  remains  of  the  Grerman  attack*  We 
few  where  the  then  king  of  Naples  faved 
himfelf,  when  he  ran  half  naked  into  the 
garden  and  efcaped.  The  fituation  of  Vele* 
tri  is  really  very  pretty.  *  It  is  placed  upon 
a  middlirig  hilL  The  valleys  about  it  zte 
very  romantic,  and  the  fides  of  them  cloath- 
ed  with  vineyards  and  olive  trees.  I  faw 
nothing  extraordinary  in  the  town  but  its 
dirtinefs,  as  being  furrounded  with  decli- 
vities I   fhould  think   the  water  muft  run 

ofF^ 


ITALY,    GERMANY,    &c.       ij 

off.  Indeed  they  have  nothing  to  fhew  but 
^  pope's  ftatue^  and  the  art  of  making  bran- 
f^y,  which  they  fay  is  doi^e  dheaper  here 
than  at  Rome.  A  cofFeeThoufe  exhibited  tq 
me  fome  curious  figures,  and  you  know 
what  country  gentlemen  are  out  of  Eng- 
land. I  fet  out  for  Capua  to-morrow,  whcrp 
I  (hall  ftay  a  day  or  two,  before  I  go  on  for 
jSIaples. 


LET. 
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Th 


Capua^  8  o'clock  morning^ 
Monday,  Feb.  i6,  1761. 


US  i?  the  fifth  4ay  I  h^ye  been  at 
Capua}  detained  by  fbm?  friends,  but  aa 
their  company  will  npt  be  fo  agreeable  ta 
you  as  to  mej^  I  will  give  you  the  confe* 
qucnces  of  the  German  I'epulfe  at  Veletri, 
I  take  great  part  of  wh^t  I  write  from  an 
elegant  Latin  hiftory,  pf  the  late  war  in 
Italy,  compofed  by  Buonarnici,  who  fei-v% 
ed  under  the  king  of  Naples;,  which  makes 
him  indeed  rather  incline  tQ  ^he  party 
under  whofe  banners  he  foqght, 

The  Spaniards  coatinu^d  defirous  of  re^ 
venging,  by  an  im^mediate  attack  qpon  their 
camp,  the  daring  enterprize  of  the  Get"^ 
mans.     The  count  of  Valhermofo  offered 

to 
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^to  follow  them,  if  thie  king  would  but  give 
him  leave.  He  faid  he  would  go  by  a  bridge 
called  Mela,  neat  the  town  of  Lanuvio, 
where  the  horfe  could  alfo  come,  and  by  fe- 
cluding  the  enemy  from  Cintiano,  exadl  im-  . 
mediate  puniHiment  for  their  hardinefs.  The 
count  of  Valhermofo's  opinion  prevailed.  But 
the  misfortune  was,  that  while  thele  things 
were  difputing,  and  the  troops  were  getting 
f  eady,  the  Germans  returned  in  peace  to  their 
camp.  The  Spaniards  did  indeed  begin  to 
fxiarch  ut^der  the  command  of  the  count. 
But  as  foon  as  the  king  knew  that  the 
enemy  was  entirely  retired,  fo  that  it  was 
JmpolIib|e  to  harrafs  them  any  further  iu 
their  retreat,  and  as  he  had  a  mind  to  ^ive 
his  troops  a  little  reft  after  the  great  fa^ 
tigue  of  the  pafTed  night,  or  rather  momingi 
confidering  all  thefe  things,  he  ordered 
them  to  return  to  their  quarters.  The 
affair  began  at  dawn  of  day,  and  lafted  till 
nine  o'clock. 

The 
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The  day  follqwing  the  king  gave  public 
thanks  to  all  his  army,  and  in  particular  tq 
count  Qage,  and  the  duke  of  Caftropig- 
nano.  He  praifed  his  Spanifli  troops  in  not 
letting  their  courage  flag  under  difficulties, 
and  his  Neapolitans  fqr  ecjualling  their  an- 
ceftors  in  their  fidelity  and  Iqve  to  their 
fovereign.  He  difpenfed  rewards  to  differ-, 
ent  perfoji^..  He  promoted  prince  Sanfe- 
verino^  the  prince  of  Bifiniano'§  brother, 
and  made  the  prince  della  Riccia  knight  of 
the  order  qf  St.  Januarius.  They  were  both 
wounded*  He  then  harangued  his  army, 
and  exhorted  them  to  have  courage,  nor 
be  difappointed  at  difficulties.  He  told  then\ 
that  they  ought  rather  to  rejoice  in 
having  repelled  an  almoft  yiftorious  enemy 
from  their  camp,  than  be  forry  for  their 
having  been  attacked,  and  receiving  fome 
loA.  One  man  was  hung  up  belonging 
to  the  town,  as  the  Spaniards,  tho'*  from 
reports  perhaps,  more  than  proof,  Imagine^ 
fokie.^f  the    inhabitants,    hcid    played    ra-. 

/      t  ther 
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ther  foul  towards  them.  In  hSt,  the  fub- 
je<5l$  of  the  pope  were  badly  off  to  have 
two  great  armies  cutting  and  burning  their 
houfes  about  their  ears,  without  being  able 
to  fay,  no^  to  either  of  them.  The  king 
then  took  care  to  have  his  camp  better 
ftrengthened  and  guarded.  The  foldiers  that 
had  loft  their  arms,  horfes,  and  cloaths, 
were  refurniflicd  with  All  of  them*  Every 
province  bf  the  Neapolitan  ftate  was  order- 
ed to  fend  a  certain  number  of  recruits, 
and  every  prince  a  horfe.  The  princes  and 
people  did  at  laft  tranfmit  what  was  requir- 
ed, but  after  foitie  time.  Naples  made  a 
free  prcfent  of  money  to  the  king.  Some 
auxiliary  troops  from  Spain  had  the  good 
luck  to  get  to  Gaeta  and  Naples,  through 
the  Britifli  fleets  which  was  then  very 
powerful  Lobkowitz  in  the  mean  time, 
tho'  he  fpread  about  every  where  that  he 
had  gained  a  vidlory,  thought  of  making 
his  retreat.  As  he  had  loft  a  great  many  of 
bis  men,  and  found  the  Spanifli  camp  was 
Vol.  IIL  B  no.w 
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now  ftrongly  fortified,  he  gave  up  all  hopes 
of  any  opportunity  offering  in  his  favor. 
A  great  many  of  his  foldiers  too  were  woun- 
ded, which  added  to  the  month  of  Augufl", 
caufe  of  unwholefome  heats  they  were  not 
accuftomed  to  bear,  rendered  them  unfit  to 
do  their  duty.  His  principal  officers  b^gan 
likewife  to  quarrel,  which  generally  happens 
when  affairs  go  bad.  Malicious  fayings  flew 
about,  that  Lobkowitz  was  not  capable  of 
Commanding  an  army.  The  horfcs  were 
entirely  emaciated.  The  country  all  rbund 
was  confumed,  by  the  long  ftsly  of  the 
troops.  The  autumn  too  was  coming  on, 
a  bad  time  for  him  to  truft  for  provifions  by 
fea.  Tho'  Lobkowitz  wanted  affiflance  him- 
felf,  the  king  of  Sardinia  was  intreating  him 
to  come  and  ftrengthen  his  party,  and  the 
general  was  obliged^  by  the  queen's  orders,  to 
fend  him  fome  forces*  This  commander  was 
reduced,  therefore;  to  the  greateft  dilemma, 
and  his  determination  was,  that  it  was  necef- 
fary  to  march.    He  ft^yed,  notwithftailding, 

two 
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two  months  longer  in  fight  of  the  Spanifli 
army,    whether  it  was   that  the  Auftrians 
were  alhamed    to  abandon  what  had    once 
been  undertaken,  or,  that  ftill  fome  beams 
of  hope  were  kfept  aliye  in  their  bofoms. 
During  this  interval,  about  a  hundred  Hun- 
garian horfe   fell  upon  the  town  of   Val- 
montonio   by  fiirprize,    and   killed   all   the 
few  Spariifll  troopS  in  itj  with  Portocarrero 
*ho   commanded   them.      They  plundered 
the   town.     In  all   the   ftay  of  the  armies 
at  Veletri,  nothing  iftore  happened  of  any 
ihomenL     Ldbkowitz,   who  ftill  continued 
in  his  intention  of  decamping,    fent  away 
before    him    the  fick  and    wounded,    and 
all  other  impediments,    in   order  that   no« 
.  thing  might  retard  his  march.     He  order- 
ed about  a  hundred  men  likwife,  to  make 
'1 

^  a  bridge  of  boats  over  the  Tyber,  pretty 
,  near  the  bridge  called  Ponte  Mblle,  in  order 
.  that  he  might  pafs  his  troops  the  quicker 
jjjover  that  river.  After  thefe  difpofitions 
j^Lobkowitz  marched  away  in  the  night 
B  2  timcy 
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time,  in  a  great  hurry.  As  fooii  as  the 
king  of  Naples  perceived  their  retreat,  a 
ftep  he  had  imagined  the  Germans  would 
be  obliged  to  take  fooner  or  later,  he  order-* 
cd  his  army  to  follow^  and  his  cavalry  to 
harrafs  their  rear.  The  firft  night  of  their 
march,  the  Germans  ftopt  at  the  Torre  di 
mezza  via,  and  the  Spaniards  in  the  valley 
of  Albano*  In  paffing  the  Tyber  the  Germans 
were  overtaken,  and  a  little  Ikirmifh  happened 
before  they  could  entirely  get  over  their 
troops.  When  the  Auftrian  army  paffed 
under  the  walls  of  Rome,  the  citia^ens  i^ooked 
upon  them  with  a  different  eye  from  what 
they  had  done  fome  months  before,  while 
going,  as  they  faid,  to  the  conqueft  of  Naples. 
Lobkowitz  then  had  entered  that  city,  with 
fbme  of  his  generals,  to  pay  his  rfefpects  to 
the  Pope.  All  the  inhabitants  crouded  to 
feehim*  Buonamici  fays,  that  the  day  of 
his  entering  Rome,  the  people  (hewed  hiiii 
fo  much  honor,  and  crouded  fomuch  about 
the  tops  of  their  houfes  to  behold  him,  3^4 

received 
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received   him  with   fuch  acclamations,  that 
nothing  ieemed  wanting    to    compleat  his 
triumph  but  a  viftory  (ut  nihil  ei  ad  trium- 
pham  praeter  viftoriam  deeflet.)     The   Ro- 
mans ufed  to  go  out  to  the  army,  which  wa3 
encamped  but   a  little  way  from  the  town, 
and  ftare  at  and  admire  every  thing.    Buon* 
amici    imagines    that   they  judged   of  the 
ftrcngth  and  force  of  the  foldiers  from  their 
barbarous  cloathing,  and  their  harfli  founding 
language.     The  Romans  faid,  that  no  nation, 
much  lefs  the  Neapolitan,  could  withftand 
the  look  of  fuch  troops^     But  they  were  now 
returning  in  a  quite  different  plight,  and  with 
quit?  different  ideas  from  what  they  enter- 
tained before.   Inftead  of  invading,  they  were 
purfued,  and  inftead  of  conquering,  were  en- 
endeavouring  to  prefcrve    the   troops   they 
jilready  had  ;  in  (hort,  inftead  of  acting  upon 
t\^t  offenfive,  were  become  mere  defenders. 


B  3  8  oVlock,. 


2a  LETTERS    FROM 

8  o'clock  at  night. 

I  dined  to  day  with  the  governor  of  this 
place,  who  is  an  Irifliman,  or  at  leaft  of  Irifli 
extraction.  At  his  table  were  the  officers  of 
an  Irifti  regiment  quartered  here,  with  onp 
Frenchman,  whp,  tho'  born  ^t  Ah,  is  y^t 
enrolled  among  the;m.  Upon  my  word  thp 
number  of  Britilh  fubjefts,  ancj  particularly 
Irifh,  ferving  in  foreign  countries,  i$  a  great 
detriment  to  the  i^ation.  Thpre  are  three 
Iriih  regiments  in  Spain,  fcven  in  France,, 
and  one  here,  befides  numbers  of  that  natiop 
fcattered  about  the  world  in  detached  fervices. 
Walking  out  with  fome  of  thp  officers  yef^ 
terday,  they  ridiculed  the  proclamation  iffue^ 
by  our  court,_at  the  beginning  of  the  war,  to 
recall  all  Britilh  fyibjeds  fprying  foreign 
powers.  What  does  the  government  mean, 
fays  one  of  them,  by  ordering  us  to  come 
home  ?  Let  them  order  us  bread  there,  and 
we  (hall  be  glad  to  return  of  our  own  accord. 
It  is  better  however  to  ferye  a  foreign  power 

than 
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than  ftarvc  in  Ireland. ^  I  believe  you  here 
fee  the  fentiments  of  half  the  Irilh  nation, 
for  I  fuppofe  near  half  of  them  are  Roman 
catholics,  and  they  all  declare  there  is  no 
way  of  living  in  Ireland,  for  perfons  of  their 
perfuafion,  without  they  have  independent 
fortunes. 

I  intend  to  go  to-morrow  to  Naples, 
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LETTER       III. 

Naples,  Tucfday,  Feb.  24,  1761. 
8  o'clock  iQ  the  tnprning. 

U  PQN  my  arrival  at  this  place  I  received 
your  letter;^  and  (hall,  in  confequence  of  it, 
relinquifli  my  expedition  to  Sicily  and  Malta, 
and  return  to  Engjaqd.  As  I  muft  wait  Iiowt 
ever  for  the  informations,  which  you  will 
agree  with  me  are  fo  neceffaryj,  I  fh^U  flowly 
continue  my  journey  homewards,  till  frefli 
advice  gives  fpurs  to  my  inclination. 

I  fet  put  from  Capua,  as  I  told  you  I  in^ 
tended  to  do,  on  Tuefday  morning,  that  is 
this  day  feven-night.  As;  therp  are  but  two 
pofts,  or  one  change  of  horfes,  between 
Capua  and  this  place,  and  as  it  was  very  early 
when  I  fet  out,  you  may  imagine  it  was  not  late 
when  I  got  to  Naples.  The  road  was  toler- 
ably good,  ^nd  we  paffed  through  a  middling 

town 
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town,  called  Averfa,  ^unous  herctofprc  for 
being  the  firft  fovereign  eftablilhment  of 
the  ^^ormans  in  this  couptry,  before  thofo 
brave  adventurers  overthrew  the  dominioi) 
of  the  Lombards  and  Greeks,  and  eftablifticd 
a  fluurifliing  kingdom  in  the  Two  Sicilies* 

—  -r  — •  I  have  been  interrupted  by 
^  vifit'  from  a  Portuguefe  gentleman^  with 
whom  I  h^d  made  an  acquaintance  the  laft 
fime  I  was  abroad*  In  the  courfe  of  our  con- 
yerfation,  I  afked  him  if  he  had  any  news 
from  Portugal,  but  he  fays  none,  whether  it 
is  that  there  is  not  really  any,  or  that  his 
friends  do  pot  care  to  write  what  they  know. 
He  fays,  however,  that  |he  king  of  Portugal 
was  very  much  picqued,  that  the  book  writ- 
ten in  his  favor  Ihould  be  burnt  by  the  com*» 
mon  hangman  at  Rome.  The  imprifpnment 
of  Pagliarini,  the  Roman  bookfeller,  for  pub* 
lifliipg  fomethipg  in  his  defence,  has 
increafed  his  diipleafure^  which  is  ftill 
heightened    by    that     unhappy    tradefman 

having 
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having  been  condemned  to  the  galleys  for 
ten  years.  That  was  his  fentence,  but  the 
^pppe  has  mitigated  it  by  changing  the 
galleys  to  his  being  confined  in  a  fortrefs  for 
the  fame  time.  I  think  there  is  nothing  elfe 
^o  tpU  yow  cpncerning  the  affairs  of  Portugal, 

Saturday,  9  p'clock  in  the 
inornipg,  Feb.  18. 

We  have  had  the  moft  terrible  uprpar 
imaginable  in  the  houfe  oppofite  to  my 
windows,  merely  for  one  woman^s  calling 
another  a  w*^ — e.  The  opprobrious  word  was 
no  fooner  out  of  the  offender's  mouth,  than 
all  the  relations  of  the  injured  innocent,  of 
which  there  happened  to  he  a  good  number 
prefent,  as  (he  was  in  her  own  hovrfe,^  fell 
upon  the  aggreffor,  or  rather  aggrefforefs,  andl 
with  mighty  blows  levelled  her  to  the  ground. 
But  fortune  fent  her  affiftance.  Her  cries 
,  reached  the  ears  of  fome  of  her  acquaintance. 
They  flew  to  her  aid.  The  battle  became 
general,  '  Stqnqs  and  dirt  flew  ^bout  without 

intermiflion, 
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intermiffion.  Viftory  hovered  over  the 
combatants,  dubious  pn  which  party  to  de- 
fcend.  But  a  ferjeant  wifh  fome  foldiers 
entering,  foon  calmed  the  female  tumult  and 
all  was  peace.  Even  their  tongues  were 
huihcd,  which  before  had  trumpeted  tp 
l^attle  in  the  moft  warlike  ftrain.  So  when 
l^sJ^eptune  with  his  tritons  appears  upon  the 
face  of  the  troubled  waters  :  u  — r— -But  a 
truce  with  fimiles,  I  will  go  to  breakfaft*. 

A  gentleman  h^s  been  telling  me,  this 
morning  at  breqkfaft,  the  ftory  of  fomc  Eng- 
li(h  failprs  belonging  to  a  mjsrchant  Ihip. 
The  thing  made  fome  difturbance  ip  this 
city.  They  got  drupk  and  were  roaiping 
about  the  town.  The  Neapolitan  guard, 
of  which  there  are  feyeral  placed  in  different 
parts  of  this  populous  town,  told  them  pot  to 
make  fuch  a  noife.  ^  quarrel  enfued,  an^ 
the  failors,without  any  tcrempny,  clofed  with 
them  and  twifted  all  their  mulkets  put  of 
their  hand^,     Thi§  attack  upon  the  military 

made 
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made  great  noife  for  fome  time,  but  it  was 
^t  length  thought  proper  to  pafs  it  over, 
Tho^  the  f^ilors  were  to  be  fure  highly  in 
the  wrong,  and  were  puniihable  in  thefe  mo- 
narchiqal  countries  to  a  high  degree,!  believe 
the  officers  did  not  care  to  demand  public 
.  fatisfaction,  for  tjaeir  fen tinels.  having  beea 
4ifarmed  by  unarmed  men,  lt\  this  manner 
the  affair  dropped*      -r-  — r 


LET. 
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LETTER       IV. 

Saturday,  March  7,  t2  oVlock 
at  noon.    Naples. 

JUL  One  horfed  chair,  which  ply  about  this 
town  like  hackney  coaches,  has  carried  mc 
this  morning  to  Portici,  It  is  a  pleafant  ride, 
fome  part  of  it  along  the  fea-fide.  Tho* 
indeed  the  fea*(ide  continues  but  little  farther 
than  till  you  are  out  of  the  town  of  Naples^ 
but  you  are  all  the  way  near  the  beautiful 
bay  upon  which  this  town  is  fituated.  Nar 
pies  tow&rds  the  fea  is  really  magnificent. 
As  it  is  built  in  a  femi-circle,  and'  part  upon 
a  rifing  ground,  it  makes  a  great  ihow. 
Portici  is  the  place  where  the  ancient  Her- 
culaneum  flood,  at  leaft  fo  antiquarians  and 
learned  people  fay,  tho*  I  do  not  think  we 
have  any  abfolute  proof  of  it.  All  Dion 
Caflius  writes  about  it  is  as  follows. 

''  In 
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"  In  the  mean  time  a  moft  unfpeakabfc 
**  quantity  of  afhes,  borne  along  by  the  winds; 
*'  coverfed  both  earth  and  fea,  and  filled  the 
**  very  air.  Infinite  damage  accrued  froni 
^*  this  to  men  and  cattle.  All  fifh  and  birdsi 
'*  Were  deftrdyed,  and  two  intire  cities.  Her- 
**  culaneuni  and  Pompeii,  were  totally  over* 
^^  whelmed,  while  tHe  people  were  fitting  In 
•'  the  theatre/^ 

f^ow  as  there  has  been  a  town  lo"ft,  aria  a 
town  found,  people  imagine  that  the  towni 
loft  muft  be  inevitably  the  fame  with  that 
difcovered,  which  I  do  nof  think  a  certain 
confequende.  Nor  Ao  I  hold  it  abfolutely 
certain  that  what  they  have  difcovered  tinder 
ground  was  a  towni  I  think  they  might; 
have  found  as  many  things  in  a  village^  or 
even  in  a  villa.  They  have  difcovered  indeed 
a  theatre  I  believe,  or  rather  an  amphithea- 
tre, but  fome  Roman  emperors  had  amphi- 
theatres in  their  villas. 

Monday, 
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Monday,  March  g,  5  o'clock 
rn  the  afternoon, 

I  am  juft  cdtne  from  dinner  at  the  con- 
fill's,  where  there  was  much  company. 
Talking  about  Herculaneum,  he  fays  more 
authors  have  fpoken  about  that  and  Pompeii^s 
being  fwallowed  up  befides  Dion  Caffius. 
This  certainly  gives  fome  confirmation  to 
the  hiftory  of  the  fubmerfion  of  Hercula- 
neum, but  none  that  Herculaneum  Is 
the  identical  place  where  the  houfes  now 
found  under  ground  at  Portici  are  fituatcd. 
The  ancient  authors,  befides  Dion  Caf- 
fius, that  fpeak  of  it,  are  Flavius  Eutro- 
pius,  Sextus,  Aurelius  Viftor,  Zonara,  and, 
fome  others;  Aurelius  ViSor  I  have  not 
feen.  Zonara  is  merely  a  copier  of  Dion 
Caffius,  and  Eutropius  only  fays  in  gene- 
ral, that  towns  were  deftroyed.  His  words 
are  as  follow. 
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**  At  this  time  the •  top  o£  mount  ve- 
Tuvius  burfting,  it  i*  reported  that  great 
torrents  of  fire  were  fpread  all  about 
Can^pania,    and  that  all  the  neighbour- 

**  ing  country,    with   its   towns  and  men^ 

**  were  deftroyed  by  the  flames." 

I  do  not  give  you  the  werds  of  Zonafa^ 
for  they  are  merely  copied  from  Diori 
Caffius.  He  even  copies  Dk>u  Caffius's 
lies.  I  call  them  lies,  for  what  Dion  Caf* 
lius  fays  I  can  never  believe.  He  declares 
the  aflies  of  Vefuvius  flew  lb  far,  as  to  reach 
Home,  Africa,  Syria,  and  Egypt. 

"  In  fine,  the  quantity  of  aflies  was  fo 
"  great j  that  part  of  them  reached  to  Afri- 
•*  ca,  Syria,  and  Egypt,  and  entered  Rome^ 
**  filling  all  the  air,  and  obfcuring  the 
^*  fun.'' 

It  may  be,  but  I  think  in  this  account 

there  feems  to  be  not  only  a  poetical  hyper- 

1  bole, 
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Dolo^  but  a  manifeft  contradiAion;  Rome 
ftands  to  the  norths  and  Africa  to  the  fouth 
of  Vcfuvius^  Syria  to  the  eaft,  and  Egypt 
to  the  fouth-eaft;  Afhes  can  only  go  with 
th^  wind,  which  muft  have  changed  moft 
wonderfully  to  carry  fucih  a  quantity^  almoft 
at  the  fame  time^  to  fuch  different  places. 
It  is  poflible,  to  be  fure,  that  the  wind  might 
change  immediately  from  one  point  to  ano« 
ther,  but  I  doubt  it. 

Napletj  4  o'clock  afternoon, 
Wednefday,  March  11,  tj6i. 

M  Y  little  chaife  has  carried  me  a  great 
way  this  morning,  to  behold  a  fight  full  of 
horror.  I  have  been  to  fee  the  new  lava. 
It  has  run  down  from  the  bottom  of  the 
mountain,  where  it  broke  out,  almofl  to 
the  fea,  and  has  crofTed  the  road  from  Por- 
tici  to  the  Torre  deir  Annunziata,  about 
four  miles  beyond  the  former -place.  Between 
the  lava  and  Portici  there  is  another  town, 

Vol.  III.  C  called 
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called  Torre  del  Greco.     About  half  a  mile 
before  you  come  to  this  wonder  of  nature, 
there  Is  an  inn.     It  is  an  ill  wind  that  blows 
no  perfon   any   good.     Many   people   have 
been   ruhied   by  the   lava.     The  mafter   of 
the  inn  will  get  money.     To  be  fure,  his 
houfe  was  in  a  terrible  bad  fituation  for  cuf- 
tom  before,  but  now  it  is  the  rendezvous  of 
ail  the  curious,  at.leaft  of  their  chlifes   and 
horfes.     And  fb  it  was  of  mine  this  morn- 
ing.     Having  left   my    chaife,    horfe,  and 
chaifeman  at  the  inn, 'I  marched  forwards 
folus.     It  was   a  fine  morning.     My  prof- 
pedl   on  either   fide    was   terminated   by    a 
wall,  which  did  not,  however,  obftruft  the 
light  of  fome  taller  elms,  round  which,  in 
due  feafon,  vines  were  to  creep,  much  lefs 
that  of  Vefuvius,    who   reared   his   blafted 
head  above  the  clouds.     N.  B.  the  top  was 
xnifty.     Before  ,me  lay  the  lava,  horrible  to 
behold  !    I  at  1  aft  came  to  it,  mounted  it, 
and  crofled  it.     Tho'  I  exprefs  this  quickly 
in  words,  I  took  more  time  in  performing 
\  .'  the 
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the  deed  in  reality,. for  I  believe  the  lava 
is  nearly  half  a  mile  acrofs.  Its  height  I 
ihould  imagine  to  be  that  of  a  common 
houfe,  and  its  lengthy  from  the  fides  of  the 
mountain  to  the  feaj  four  or  five  miles. 
You  may  imagine  from  this,  the  quantity 
of  ground  it  has  fpoiltj  which  was  almoft 
all  fertile  land,  and  vineyards.  Various 
houfes  too,  were  in  its  way^  which  it  has 
occupied^  flinging  down  fomej  and  fur- 
founding  others;  Nor  is  the  lava  quite 
cold  yet;  in  fome  places,  notwithftanding 
the  many  days  it  has .  been  expofed  to  the 
air.  In  fome  parts  it  ftill  fmokes,  and  thofe 
burnitig  fpots  are  yellowifli,  or  of  a  fulphu* 
rous  colour.  Perhaps  the  having  more  par- 
ticles of  fulphur,  may  be  the  caufe  of  thofe 
places  retaining  the  heat  longer.  The  reft 
looked  like  the  infernal  foil,  defcribed  by 
Milton,  who  had  certainly  feen  mount  Vefu* 
vius,  and  from  therice  taken -many  of  his 
ideas  of  hell.  It^is  quite  a  pew  vent,  which 
the  mountain  has  broken  itfelf  out  this 
C  2  timet 
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time,  and  where^  I  believe^  no  perfon  ex-* 
pefted  an  ei^uption.  If  the  lava  had  come 
in  the  f?ime  direftion,  but  had  iffued  as  ufual 
from  the  top  of  the  mountain,  I  do  not 
believe  it  would  have  done  a  third  part  of 
the  damages  This  morning  then  have  I  feen 
the  efFe£ls  of  this  prodigy  of  natures  I  could 
not  help  falling  into  a  contemplative  mood 
while  I  was  ftsindlng  in  the  middle  of  the 
lava  and  looking  round.  They  have  made 
now  a  fort  ^f  road  over  it^  where  chaifes  and 
horfes  may  with  difficulty  pafs.  And  then, 
as  the  lava  is  high,  there  is  a  great  afeent 
to  mount  up  to  it,  and  an  equal  defcent  in 
confequence  to  come  from  it.  There  are 
the  Ikelcrtons  of  two  houfes^  the  walls  of 
which  the  lava  was  not  able  to  throw  down, 
and  which  ftand  in  the  middle  of  it,  and 
make  a  pitiable  appearance.  A  great  ftench 
of  fulphur  is  fmelt  all  round  it.  The  chai'ie- 
men  andhoffemen  as  they  paffetd  were  croff- 
ing  themfelves,  and  crying  out,  Jefu  Maria  ! 
as  faft  as  they  could. 

I  Having 


ItALY,    GERMANY,    &c.        37 

Having  fatisfied  my  curigfity,  I  returned 
to  Tre  Cafe,  the  place  where  I  had  left  my 
chaife,  which  I  got  into^  j^d  repaying  by 
La  Torre  del  Greco  and  Pqrtici,  returned  tp 
JJapleSf 

Tomorrow  I,  for  the  ^rft  time,  begin  to 
fee  regularly  what  there  is  curious  about 
^his  place.  An  antiquarian  is  to  attend  me^ 
This  is  a  wight,  who  by  forpe  of  being 
pimp,  or  antiquarian,  (fpr  he  fcryes  ni 
both  capacities,)  to  foreigners,  gets  himr 
felf  a  livelihood^  Anagni  gave  him  birth, 
Rome  claims  the  honor  of  his  educatiop, 
jind  Naples  enjoys  the  happinefs  of  his  pre- 
fence.  He  may  be  five  feet  high,  rather 
thick  than  thin,  or,  as  we  fhould  pall  it  jmt 
made,  with  a  nofe  which  comes  out  horizon* 
tally,  formed  ypry  conveniently  for  a  pair 
of  fpedacles  to  ride  aftride  upon,  and  which 
indeed  he  generally  wears.  Thjs  is  the 
^gure  which  isi  to  go  out  with  me  tomorrow 
for  the.fjrft  ^im?, 

Q  3  Saturday  J, 
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Saturday,  March  14,  Naples, 
6  o'clock  in  the  afternqon. 

I  N  company  with  my   antiquarian  I  fet 

forth  this  morning,   as  I  intended,  to  hunt 

curiofities,  and  arrived  at  the  famous  Grotta  of 

Pofilipo,  which  is.  a  road  cut  by  the   ancient 

Romans    through    a   mountain.      Whether 

begun  with  other  views,  or  on  purpqfc   to 

make  a  road,  I  know  not,  but  it  is  certainly 

a  moft  ftupendous  work.     My  hired  explainer 

faid,  it  was  where  fome  quarries  of  ftone  of 

the  ancient  Romans  were  dug,  and  that  in 

extracting   the   ftone,    having   penetrated    a 

great   way   into  the   rock,    the   thought  of 

cutting  it  quite  through  eqtered  into  their 

heads.     They   ftill  get  ftone   from  it.     Its 

length  is  feventy  paces,  a  hundred  of  which 

make  an  Italian  mile.     At  the   coming   in 

and  going  out,  the  two  apertures  are  made 

as  large  as  poffible  to  let  in  the  more  light. 

And  they  have  bored  tvvo  holes  through  the 

top  in  the  middle  for  the  fame  reafon.     But 

notwith- 
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notwithftandlng,  it  is  ftill  very  dark  and 
difmal.  Upon  my  word,  if  the  day  is  cloudy, 
you  hardly  fee  your  way  through  it.  How- 
ever, there  are  torches  to  be  fold  at  both  the 
entrances.  T  here  is  befides  a  general  rule  for 
goers  and  comers  to  keep  to  the  right  hand, 
or,  in  their  terms,  the  one  alia  marina^  and  .the 
other  alia  montagna^  which,  you  knpw,  only 
meians  towards  the  mountain,  or  towards  the 
fea-fliore.  I  think  the  paffing  through  the 
bowels  of  this  mountain,  however,  is  very 
difagreeable.  There  is  a  dampnefs,  which 
muft  be  very  unwholefome,  and  a  certain 
fmell  like  a  vault,  which  is  very  difpleafing. 
I  do  not  know  whether  this  fqent  arifes  from 
being  fodiftant  from  the  furface  of  the  earth, 
and,  confequently,  deprived  of  the  fun's 
power,  or  whether  it  proceeds  from  the 
duft  which  the  coach  raifes,  and  which  has 
that  damp  earthy  ftink,  tho'  moft  probably 
from  both.  I  at  length  began  to  emerge 
from  this  fubt^rraneous  paflage,  and  once 
piore  to  behold  the  light  of  the  day,  which 
C  4  was 
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Ivas  as  fine  In  the  beginning  as  nature  ever 
beheld,  and  fet  off  the  pretty  country  there 
is  the  nearer  you  cpme  to  Porzuoli. 

EgU  i  tin  pezzo  (lei  ciel  caduto  in  terra^ 

fay$  ^  Neapolitan  poct.f  Howeyfer,  wc 
flopped  in  our  way^  nay,  even  went  a  little 
way  ou^  of  it  to  fee  the  Grptta  del  Cane^^ 
where  they e  is  a  famous  peftifcrpus  yapor^ 
fatal  to  the  life  of  any  animal.  The  place 
in  which  it  is  fi^uated  is  delightfuL  It  lies 
near  a  fine  lake  called  the  lake  of  Agnano^ 
furrqunded  with  gently  rifing  hills.  The 
fpring  too  now  beginni|ig,  and  the  le?ives 
budding,  makes  every  thing  look  with  a  more 
pleading  afpe£l.  I  am  ^fraid  yours  is  not 
quitCi  fp  far  advanced  in  England,     As  for 

*  Thi$  IS  Sannazaro,  I  think,  tho'  I  do  not  kpovr 
whether  he  does  not  allude  to  the  country  farther  on 
more  towafd^  Baia.  The  yerfe  gives  a  very  droll  idea^ 
and  only  ipeans,  ^^  that  it  is  a  piece  pf  heaven  tumbled 
**  down  upon  the  earth." 

the 
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the  Grotta  del  Cape,  I  imagine  you  think  it 
a  much  greater  place  than  it  is.  It  is  not 
above  feven  or  eight  feet  high,  and  tiyo  or 
three  in  breadth  and  deptlf.  A  hole,  you 
may  fay,  cut  out  in  the  fide  of  one  of  the 
hills.  There  is  a  door  at  the  entrance  pf  it, 
that  you  may  fee  nothing  without  the  affift* 
ance  of  a  man,  who  keep^  the  key,  and 
(hews  it«  He  lives  at  a  village  not  far  off. 
We  had  flopped  at  his  houfe  \n  paffing.  He 
had  faid  he  would  pome  >vith  a  ^og  to  (hew 
us  fhe  experiment  of  the  peftjferous  vapor. 
But  he  did  not  appear.  Tired  out  of  all 
patience,  >  we  returned  to  the  chariot  which 
we  had  left  abput  half  a  inile  off  at  the  dev 
Icent  into  the  valley.  We  were  juft  got  up 
to  it  when  the  paan  appeared  \yith  his  dog. 
A  council  of  war  was  called  whether  it  was 
worth  while  to  go  back  again.  It  was  at 
laft  determined  in  the  affirmative.  As  the 
dog  was  ufed  to  thele  experiments,  the  poor 
creature  did  not  at  all  agree  to  the  coming 
down   in  our    company.      The    man    was 

forced 
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forced  to  carry  him.     The  grotta  was  opened. 
His  nofe  was  held  down  below  the  vapor, 
and  the  wretched  animal  began  gaiping,  and 
in   about   half  a  minute's   time  lay,  to  all 
appearance,  as  expiring,     I   told  the  man   I 
was  contented  with  the  experiment,  and  the 
dog  being  flung  upon   the  grafs,  in  four  or 
five  minutes  recovered.     That  is,  after  many 
contortions  of    his    body,     and    grinnings, 
and    (hewing   his   teeth.     The    experiment 
equally   holds   good   tried   upon   any   other 
animal,  as  frogs,  vipers,  or  any  thing  elfe, 
We  got   fome   frogs,   which  expired  almoft 
immediately.     A  piftol    does  not,  take   fire 
when  fnapped  in  the  vapor,    a  torch  immer 
diately  goes  out  when  held  down  into  it  j  in 
fliort,   there  are  all  the  efFedts  of  bad  air, 
But  you  muft  remark,  that  ih\s  vapor  does 
not  raife  itfelf  above  a  foot  or  two  from  the 
furface  of  the  ground,  fo  that  a  rnan  may 
enter  hi  to  the  cave,  for  fuch  it  is,  without 
any  danger.     It  is  fufficient  he  does  not  hol4 
his  nofe  dowA   to  where  the  vapor  arifes, 

the 


ITALY,     GERMANY,     &c.      43 

fhe  extent  of  which  you  fee  plainly  by  the 
greennef§  upon  the  walls.  It  is  furprifing 
to  me,  that  being  quite  undivided  ftom  the 
good  air,  efpecially  when  the  door  is  opcUi 
it  jJoes  not  evaporate. 


LET- 


^  LETTER^    FROM 


RETTERY, 


Monday)  3  oVlock  in  the  afternocoj» 
March  16,  1761^  Naples. 


I 


Was  to  have  gone  this  mprning  with  my 
antiquarian  to  Baia,  ztid  fo  have  proceeded 
with  him  to  the  ifland  of  Propida,  and  frona 
thence  to  that  of  Ifchia  ^  bu^  the  weather 
turned  out  fb  bad^  that  it  wa§  impoffible, 
and  fo  we  will  finifh  our  laft  journey,  which 
we  can  do  by  our  fire-fides  without  being 
expofed  tp  the  inclemencies  of  the  Iky- 

From  the  Grotta  del  Cane  we  w?nt  XQ  f^e 
certain  fweating  rooms  near  that  place, 
which,  by  natural  heat,  are  warmer  than 
ever  any  hotrhoufe  was,  and  where  fic^ 
people  come  to  fweat  off  their  diforders,  and 
particularly  (hofe  troubled  with  the  diftem- 
per  which  takes  its  name  from  the  kingdom 

of 
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t)f  France,  but  which,  I  believe,  is  equally 
the  growth  of  every  foiL  Its  effects,  how* 
everi  are  rather  different^  and  more  pernicious 
in  hot  thian  cold  countries.  But  at  the  fame 
time,  that  its  poifon  is  ftronger,  it  conceals 
the  venom  under  a  more  placid  aipedt^  and 
preys  in  iecret  upon  the  objefl  it  has  once 
taken  pofleflibn  of.  The  French  call  it  the 
Neapolitan  diftemper,  but  names,  you  know, 
can  not  alter  the  effenee  of  the  difeafe,  nor 
prove  certainly  from  whence  It  derived  its 
origin.  Perfons  afflicted  with  this  felf« 
brought  evil^  or  with  others  flowing  fronl 
more  involuntary  fources,  viiit  thefe  flovea 
of  St.  Januarius^  as  they  call  them,  in  the 
fummer-time,  and  reckon  the  peripiration 
raifed  by  this  natural  heat  conducive  to  the 
reftoration  of  their  health.  The  remedy 
may  be  efficacious,  but  it  feems  to  me  a 
difagreeable  antidote  to  go  in  the  hotteft 
months  in  this  climate  into  a  place  as  hot  as 
you  can  well  refpire  in,  and  there  remain 
for  an  hour  or  two  diffolving  into  a  ftream. 

Even 
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Even  in  the  month  of  Marchj  I  confeft  I 
found  the  houfe  too  hot  to  hold  me.  There 
is  one  good  thing  here,  and  which,  Ibelievci 
is  entirely  neceffarj.  This  is,  that  the  heat 
is  in  different  degree^  in  different  rooms,  that 
you  may  gradually  diminifli  it.  '  For  I  think 
to  come  out  of  the  hotteft  all  at  once  into 
the  cold  air  would  be  alfnoft  death  to  any 
perfon.  We  took  this  method^  andj  after 
having  flayed  a  minute  or  two  in  the  hotteft, 
remained  an  equal  time  in  that  of  the  next 
degree  of  heat,  and  fo  on  to  the  laft ;  after 
which  we  fallied  out  into  the  open  air,  walked 
to  our  coach,  and  continued  our  journey  to 
Pozzuoli.  The  further  wc  advanced,  the 
more  beautiful  the  country  grew,  till  our 
coming  to  the  fearfhore  of  the  bay  of  Baia 
compleated  the  profpe<9:,  and  rendered  it  a 
paradife.  In  diftant  view  lay  the  ifland  of 
Caprea,  and  over  the  promontory  of  Mifenum 
fome.of  the  mountains  of  Ifchia  reared  their 
heads.  This,  together  with  the  fertility  of 
the  country,  with  now  every  thing  budding ; 

the 
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the  murmur  of  the  waves  of  the  fea  chafing 
each  other  gently  to  the  (hore;  the  inter- 
fpertion  of  hill  and  dale ;  the  diftant  view 
of  Bala  on  the  other  fide  of  the  bay ;  the 
nearer  profpe£t  of  Pozzuoli,  which  we  were 
now  approaching ;  all  thele  things  put  togc* 
ther  formed  that  pleafing  fenfation  which 
is  eafier  felt  than  defcribed.  But  we  were 
now  got  fo  near  the  town  of  Pozzuoli,  that 
the  people  began  to  run  about  us,  and  pefter 
us  to  employ  them.  Some  wanted  us  to 
take  their  boat  to  Baia ;  others  to  take  their 
one-horfe  chair  to  the  Solfatara ;  others  were 
thrufting  medals  into  the  antiquarian's  hand, 
and  defiring  him  to  give  his  opinion  of  them. 
As  for  Baia,  we  intended  to  put  it  off  till 
another  day,  fo  that  our  thoughts  were 
turned  entirely  to  the  Solfatara.  Being  en- 
tered the  gate  of  Pozzuoli,  we  difmounted 
from,  our  coach,  and  wanted  to  agree  with 
one  of  the.  men  for  their  one-horfed  chairs, 
but  they  afked  fuch  a  price,  that,  we  would 
not  clofe  with  any  of  them.  The  inhabi- 
tants 
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tantS  of  the  town  of  PozzuoU  are  juft  as 
bad  in  an  iiiverfe  f)ropbrtion  as  the  countrj 
about  them  is  beautiful;     They  arc  fonie  of 
the   moft  ugly  people  in  their  looks,    the 
moft  cheating  in  their  behaviour,  arid  the 
moft  noify  in  their  language^  of  any^  I  believe^ 
upon  the   face   of   the  earth.       They   are 
i^eported,  likewife^  in  their  fuf jr  to  be  able 
to  dart  a  kpife  with  fuch  precifion  as    to 
tvbund  at  a  diftance  any  particular  part  of 
the  body  they  aim  at.     But  I  had  nothing 
to  do  with  themi     My  companion  was  to 
mihage  all.     The  country  people  brought 
him,  I  believe,  a  hundred  medals  to  look  at. 
This  was  our  diverfion,  while  we  flood  in 
the  middle  of  the  great  fquare  of  the  town, 
with  half  of  its  inhabitants,  I  believe,  round 
about  us.     He  in  the  mean  time  with  gravity 
received  the  medals  one  after  another,  and 
looking  at  them  through  a  glafs  with  an  air 
of  authority  gave  his  opinion.     He  generally 
ufed  to  tell  the  country  people  they  were 
not  worth  any  thing,  tho'  foraetimes  he  gave 

the 
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the  value  of  a  halfpenny  or  penny  a  piece 
for  them.      Thefe,   perhaps,  he  may  fell 
afterwards   to   foolifli    foreigriei's    for   their 
weight  in  gold.     I  was  diverted  to  fee  the 
ruftics  hanging  upon  him   in   fufpenfe  and 
anxiety   foi:  his   determination    upon    their 
medals,  and  when   he   faid,   **  no,   tw*ont 
**  do,"  with  what  a  melancholy  face  they 
walked  off!      They  find   thefe   medals  in 
plowing  the  fields  about  Pozzuoli,  and  rum- 
maging  among   the  ruins,   of  which  there 
are  as  great  a  quantity  here  as  in  any  fpot  in 
Italy.     The  Romans  muft  have  liked  this 
fituation  exceffively,  and,  indeed,  they  were 
in  the  right  of  it,  for  it  is  a  moft  delightful 
fpot,  tho'  the  air  is  faid  now  to  be  bad  in 
fummer  time.     As  we  could  not  agree  with 
any  perfon  to  carry  us  to  the  Solfatara  for  a 
reafonable  price,  we  refolved  to  go  there  on 
foot.      I   ordered   the   v^et  de  place  I  had 
brought  .with  me  to  buy  us  fome  fi(h  for  our 
dinner,   and  v/e  then  fet  forward ;  but  we 
had  not  gone  many  fteps  before  one  of  the 
Vol.  III.  D  chaife- 
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chaifemen  called  us  back,  and  came  down 
pretty  near  to  our  price.  We  agreed  with 
him,  the  chaifc  was  got  ready  in  a  few 
minutes,  and  all  thoughts  of  going  on  foot 
laid  afide.  The  chaifeman  rode  behind 
as  ufual  with  the  whip.  We  were  hardly 
got  out  of  Pozzuoli  than  we  met  an  Englifti 
gentleman,  juft  come  from  Aix  la  Chapelle 
hither  on  horfeback.  The  Solfotara  is  not 
above  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  town,  but  as 
the  road  was  bad,  we  were  a  good  while  in 
going  it.  The  country  pretty,  as  every 
where  about  Pozzuoli,  till  we  come  to  the 
Solfatara,  which  is  fituated  in  a  valley  fur- 
rounded  with  hills,  in  the  fame  manner  as 
the  Grotta  del  Cane,  only  there  is  no  lake 
in  the  middle,  and  no  fertility.  On  the 
contrary,  through  a  great  part  of  the  valley 
not  a  blade  of  grafs  grows.  The  Solfatara 
itfelf  confifts  in  two  or  three  columns  of 
fmoke,  which  iffue  with  fury  and  noife  out> 
of  fome  holes  in  the  earth.  The  vapor  that 
comes  out  of  the  ground  is  very  thick -r  By 
I  putting 
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putting  ftones  over  the'  apertures,  from 
whence  it  proceeds,  they  have  got  a  way  of* 
catching  fome  part  of  the  ftream,  which 
adheres  to  the  ftones,  and  in  part  is>  con- 
gealed, or,  more  properly,  coagulated  under 
them,  and  becomes  allum  and  I  do  not  know 
what  alh  They  get  a  great  many  othet 
things  of  the  fame  nature  out  of  this  valley, 
and  in  particular  fulphur  in  great  abundance, 
for  it  is  mixed  with  the  earth  almoft  all 
about,  by  putting  a  quantity  of  which  into 
a  cauldron,  they  by  force  of  fire  melt  the 
fulphur,  and  then  ftrain  it  off  from  the 
caput  mortuum.  The  ground  all  about  here 
is  hollow,  at  leaft,  if  we  may  judge  from 
its  found.  People  can  not  dig  to  fee,  for  the 
lower  you  defcend,  the  hotter  it  grows,  till 
the  men  are  no  longer  able  to  work*  They 
fay  there  is  a  communication  between  the 
Solfatara  and  Vefuvius,  and  I  believe  it  very 
poflible,  notwithftanding  they  are  ten  or 
twelve  miles  diftant  from  each  other.  If 
what  they  report  be  true,  it  feems  to  be  a 
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proof  of  it,  which  is,  that  when  Vefbvitr^ 
rages,  the  fury  of  the  Solfatara  decreafes   in 
great   meafure,    and   on   the   contrary*       A 
Florentine  has  hired  the  land  of  the    pro- 
prietors, (I  think  it  belongs  to  fome  convent 
or  other,)  and  makes  what  advantages   he 
can  of  the  produftions  of  it.     After  having 
left  this  horrid  view,   confifting  only  ia  the 
barren   valley    and  fleams  of   fmoke,    the 
country   in    returning    to    Pozzuoli    made 
amends.  We  went  a  different  way  from  that 
we  came^  in  order  to  go  through  the  ancient 
tovy^n  of  Pozzuoli,  or  Puteoli,  as  the  Romans 
called  it ;  of  which  there  are  only  ivy-grown 
remaixis  difcernable.     Rut  by  the  great  vef- 
tiges  of  buildings,  it  muft  have  been  a  very 
confiderable  place  formerly.     There  are  the 
ruins  of  .a  vaft  edifice,  which  my  antiquarian 
told  me  was  the  temple  of  Neptune.     How 
he  knows  it  I  can  not  tell,  except  he  judges 
from   the  fine  view  it  has  of  the  fea,  that 
]t  muft  have  been  dedicated  to  the  god  of 
the  ocean.    He   (hewed  me  a  pUce  under 

ground, 
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ground,  which  he  denominated  a  burying 
place.  It  had  a  number  of  a  kind  of  pigeou 
holes,  where,  he  fays,  the  a(hes  were  put 
in  their  urns.  It  may  be.  The  ceiling  of 
the  vault  was  ftuccoed  in  figures.  I  was 
glad  to  get  out  of  it,  for  our  torches  made 
fuch  a  fmoke  and  ftink,  that  I  could  hardly 
bear  it  Upon  our  return  to  Pozzuoli  we 
fat  ourfelves  down  to  dinner,  which  had 
been,  prepared  by  the  valet  de  place  in  our 
abfence.  You  know  thefe  valet  de  places  are  * 
fervants  a  foreigner  is  obliged  to  take  in 
every  great  town  to  get  him  what  he  wants, 
and  condiift  him  where  he  choofes  to  go. 
They  are  of  little  ufe  except  to  an  entire 
ftranger,  but  it  is  a  fort  of  tax  upon  travel- 
lers. Our  dinner  confided  in  fome  cold 
meat  we  had  brought  along  with  us,  and  a 
fi(h  bought  at  Poz^^uoli  by  the  fervitor  de 
piazza^  or  valet  de  place.  I  muft  ufe  either 
the  French  or  Italian  name,  as  we  have  no 
Englifh  appellation  for  them.  The  wine 
was  liot  badj  tho'  not  worthy  of  the  praifes 
P  J  Horace 
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Horace  has  given  to  the  Fal?rniah  grape, 
jiotwithftanding  we  were  not  very  diftant 
from  the  fpot  faid  to  have  produced  that 
much  celebrated  liquor.  A  confufed  multi- 
tude of  failors  came  and  made  a  noife  in  oui 
room  all  dinner  time.  They  wanted  me 
to  agree  to  go  to  Ifchia  with  them,  as  they 
knew  I  had  intentions  of  making  that  ifland 
^  vifit  fome  other  day.  Others  brought  medals 
and  things;  of  that  nature  for  my  virtuofo'^ 
opinion.  He  treated  all  the  pountry  people 
in  his  ufual  way.  Upon  my  word,  it  is  the 
drolleft  thing  in  the  world  to  fee  how  they 
would  lengthen  their  cquntenances  upon  hh 
telling  them  that  what  they  thought  a  very 
fine  medal  was  not  worth  a  halfpenny. 
After  dinner  we  went  to  fee  another  tem* 
pie,  which  I  think  he  called  the  temple 
pf  Jupiter  Ammon,  or  Jupiter  fomething  or 
other,  which  h^s  been  difcovered  but  four 
or  five  years.  It  was  before  covered  with 
earth,  and  lay  undiftinguilhcd.  Whether 
it  is  true  pr  ro  I  can  not  fay,  but  my  learned 

Cprnpanioi^ 
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companion  declared  he  was  the  caufe  of  its 
difcoverj.  There  were  three  columns  that 
reared  their  heads  about  half  way  above 
ground.  He  propofed  digging  to  the  bafe 
of  them.  They  found  a  large  marble  pave- 
ment entire.  All  other  things,.  I  fuppofe, 
were  broken  and  deftroyed  by  the  fall  of  the 
roof.  You  fee,  however,  half  walls  flandi* 
jng,  that  form  a  number  of  little  rooms 
round  about  the  temple,  which  he  aflured 
me  were  fpr  the  people  to  wafli  themfelves 
in  before  they  entered  it.  In  h&^  there  are 
Iron  pipes  and  eharjnejs  cut  in  the  ftone,  that 
look  as  if  they  pnc^  coiidufted  water ;  but 
whether  for  the  abjutionary  purpofe  he  fays, 
is,  I  believe,  very  unpertain.  There  was 
much  ipore  marble  than  what  is  Co  he  feen 
at  prefeut,  but  the  king  took  4way  whatever 
lay  loofe,  not  touching  any  thing  that  was 
fixed,  whip h  he  faid  he  would  leave  to  thecu- 
riops.  By  the  king,  I  mean  Don  Carlos,  who 
is  now  king  of  Spain,  not  the  prefent  king  pf 
Naples,  who  is  only  a  boy,  and  I  believe 

D  4  has 
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has  faid  nothing  yet  at  all  about  antiquities. 
Such  was  the  temple  of  Jupiter  which  I 
then  faw,  but  meafured  nothing,  as  the 
guard  there  told  me  it  was  not  allowed  for 
any  perfbn  to  do  it,  and  which,  indeed^  I 
never  intended.  After  having  infpefted  the 
whole,  we  returned  to  the  houfe  where  wq 
dined,  fronj  which  this  temple  ftood  but. at  a 
little  diftance.  It  was  lucky  it  was  not  farther, 
for  the  uncertain;  month  of  March  had  begui^ 
the  day  with  a  fine  morning,  andwante4 
to  conclude  it  with  rain.  Indeed,  it  now 
began  to  pour  very  hard,  but  it  was  not  of 
fo  much  fignification  to  us,  as  we  had  only 
to  get  into  our  coach  and  drive  away  tQ 
Naples. 


t  ET^ 
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Naples,  half  pad  nine  morningy 
Saturday^  March  2 1»  1761* 

kJ  N  Tuefday  laft,  I  went  to  fee  Hercula^ 
neum,  and  the  palace  at  Portici,  with  my 
Cicerone.  On  Wednefday  we  went  to  Baia, 
abandoning  our  fcheme  to  Ifchia,  On  Thurfr 
day  I  was  upon  the  top  of  mount  V^fuviust 
and  was  yefterday  employed  in  feeing  holy 
week  ceremonies.  I  do  not  much  Ipve  thefe 
religious  function  s,  but  I  could  not  refiife 
attending  fome  company,  who  prefled  me. 
They  would  make  me  dine  with  them  too. 
Accordingly,  about  one  o'clock  I  trotted  to 
the  conful's  on  foot,  for  there  are  no  coaches 
permitted  tq  go  about  from  twelve  o'clock 
at  noon  oa  Wednefday,  till  twelve  o'clock 
at  nppn  to-day.  The  reafon  of  this  is,  its 
beiqg  the  holy  week,  and  in  memory  and 

penancQ 
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penance  for  our  Saviour's  crucifixion,  there 
is   a  general   requiem   given   to  all  horles. 
jNot  fb    to    the  men.      For  the   ladies   are 
carried,  for  humility's  fake,  about  town  in 
very  fine   chairs,    loaded  with   ornaments^ 
wnder  the  weight  of  which,  two  bedizened 
chairman  groan.     For  humility's  fake  thele 
fair  penitents  ?ire  drefled  put  as  fmart  as  the 
Jiply  week's   mourning  will  permit  them, 
with  two  pages  on  each  fide  of  their  chair, 
pvery  feam  in  whofe  coats  is  covered  with 
t)road  gold,    or   filyer   lace,      Befides   thefo 
l;wo  diftinguiflied  gentlemen,  a  troop  of  fer^ 
vants  bring  up  the  rear.     Thus  went  the 
I^eapolitan  ladiqs,  rendering  ^11  due  humility 
9nd  veneration  to  the  feafon.    Many  of  thefe 
glittering  trains  we  met,  when  we  fallied 
out   after   dinner    on   foot,     The   fight   we 
^ere  going  to  fee  was  the  king,  furrouRde4 
\>y  all  liis   |ioble§,  marching  in  proceffion, 
to  vifit  fwp  or  three  churches,  and  worship 
the  fepulchres  in  them.     When  I  fay  fepul- 
phresi^  you  may  imagine  J  Was  going  to  fe? 

fomething 
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fomethihg  like  the  tombs  in  Weftminftet 
nbhey.  No,  holy  week  fepulchr^s,  in  RomaQ 
catholic  countries,  mean  our  Saviour  buried, 
or,  as  I  ought  rather  to  fay,  extended  upon 
jhe  bier,  with  the  Virgin  Mary  weeping 
over  hirpf  This  is  rcprefented  more  or  left 
finely,  according  to  the  churches.  This  13 
ivhat  his  majefty  was  going  to  fee,  in  threq 
or  four  different  reprefentations.  And  this, 
was  the  fight  we  were  alfo  walking  forth  toi 
be  fpeftators  of.  The  day  was  fine.  The 
lea  was  calm.  Father  Vefuvius  flept.  By 
this  you  may  judge,  our  road  lay  near  thQ 
fea.  It  did  fo.  The  whole  bay  of  Naples 
ftood  eifpofed  to  pur  view.  But  at  laft,  we 
came  to  the  royal  palace,  which  intercepted 
the  profpeft  of  the  water.  It  has  a  beau-* 
tiful  fituation,  ^  but  expofed  to  be  cannon-f 
aded  by  the  (hips  of  an  enemy,  I^aft  way 
fome  vefjels  of  oursf  appeared  off  Naples, 
feat  by  admiral  Matthews,  under  commo-* 
dore  Martin,  and  threatened,  not  only  to 
Jay  the  palage,  biit  the  town  in  afhes.     The 

pfSce^^ 
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officer  who  came  on  fhore  is  reported  to  have 
taken  out  his  watch  and  laid  it  upon  the 
table  before  the  king,  telling  his  majefty, 
he  could  give  him  only  half  an  hour  to 
determine,  whether  he  would  recall  his 
troops  from  the  Spanifh  army,  and,  upon 
the  king's  corhplaining  of  the  (hortnefs  of  the 
time,  he  only  dryly  replied,  that  five  minutes 
were  already  expired.  The  town  was  fo 
incapable  of  defence,  that  it  was  thought 
proper  to  comply,  and  the  Neapolitan  troops 
were,  by  capitulation,  drawn  off  from  thoie 
of  Spain,  which  was  an  advantage  to  the 
queen  of  Hungary,  if  it  had  been  well 
executed.  The  Neapolitans  were  afraid  we 
ihould  have  landed,  but  one  father  Pepe, 
a  frier,  had  fo  frightened  them  with  the 
idea  of  letting  heretics  fet  foot  in  their 
country,  that  I  believe  they  would  all  have 
taken  up  arms  againft  us,  if  we  had  at* 
tempted  it,  notwithftanding  there  were  a 
great  many  in  Naples  that  certainly  fa- 
vored the  (^ueen  pf  flungary's  party.     Con* 

tinuingj 
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tinuing  our  walk,  we  at  laft  got  to  the  bal- 
cony where  we  were  to  fee  the  proceffion 
pafs.  Tho'  we  had  hurried  out  immediately 
after  dinger,  we  (as  it  happens  in  all  fuch 
cafes)  ftaid  about  an  hour  before  the  king 
appeared.  All  the  officers  came*  firft,  in 
their  different  uniforms,  and  divided  accord- 
ing to  their  different  regiments.  After  them 
came  the  pages,  then  the  place-men  of  the 
court,  and  the  little  king,  furrounded  by  the 
principal  of  them.  And  laft  of  all  foldiers 
in  quantity.  This  was  all  that  was  to  be 
feen.  We  then  adjourned  to  the  church  of 
the  Pieta  to  hear  the  mifererc^  and  fee  one 
of  the  fepulchres.  We  got  up  pretty  near 
the  altar,  where  we-  remained  till  the  mufic 
was  over,  which  laftpd  a  long  time.  As  for 
the  fepulchre  there  was  nothing  extraor- 
dinary in  it,  but  the  mufic  was  divine. 


H^.^  Naples, 
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Naples^  three  o'clock  afterhooil^ 
Sunday^  March  22>  1761. 

ON  Tuefiiay  the  feventeench. of  March, 
as  I  have  already  told  you,  I  and  my  anti-^ 
quarian  fet  out  with  an  intention  of  going 
to  Portici,  which  we  did.  We  there  favsr^^ 
the  miferable  remains  of  Herculaneum.  Our 
journey,  indeed,  began  rather  inaufpicioufly^ 
for  we  had  hardly  paffed  a  handfome  bridge, 
called  the  Magdalen  bridge,  in  our  wlay  to 
Portici,  than  our  coach  broke  down.  We 
told  the  coachman  to  mend  it  with  ropes, 
pr  fome  how  or  other  as  well  as  he  could, 
and  walked  on*  We  had  two  or  three 
miles  to  Portici.  However,  walking  on 
gently,  we  got  to  the  entrance  of  the  town, 
or  rather  village,  that  goes  un,der  that  name* 
There  is  a  long  infcription  fet  up  here,  with 
regard  to  mount  Vefuvius,  which  now  lay 
full  in  our  view.  As  I  had  got  a  pencil, 
and  we  chofe  to  wait  for  the  coach,  not  to 

appeat 
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appear  at  the  king's  palace  without  a  car- 
riage, I  leant  upon  the  bulk  of  a  baker's 
Ihop,  and  tranfcribed  it.    It  is  as  follows. 

*  Poftcri!  Poftcri! 

Veftra  res  agitur* 

Dies  fadem  praefert  diei  nudius  perendiiio* 

Adyertite ! 

Vicies  ab  iktu  Soils  nifi  fabulatur  ICftoria 

Arfit  Vc&vus, 

Immani  icmper  clade  haefitantiuin* 

Ke  pofthac  incertos  occupet  moneoy 

Utemm  gerit  mons  hie 

filtumine,  alumine,  ferro,  fulphure,  auio,  argeDto^ 

NittOf  aquanim  fontibiis,  gravcm. 

Serius  ocyus  igneicet»  pelagoque  influente  pariet, 

Sed  ante  parturit 

Concutitur,  concudtque  fbliun, 

Fuinicat,  comicat,  flammigenit, 

Quatit  aerem, 

Horrendum  immugiti  boat,  tonat,  arcet  finibus  accolai* 

Emica  dum  licet, 
Jam  Jam  emttturi  enunpit,  mixtum  igne  lacum  evomit, 

Frecipiti 

•  Poftcrity !  Pofterity  I 
Of  your  coaccroa  I  treat* 

From 
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Precipiti  ruit  iile  lapfu,.  feramque  fagatn  prsvertk^ 

Siconipit,  a^tumeft,  periifti. 

Ann,  Sal.  MDCXXXI-  XVl  Kal.  Jan. 

Philippo  IV  Rege, 

Einanuele  Fonicca  et  Zunica  comite  Montis  reg^i 

Pro-Rcge^ 

tlepetita  fuperiorumVemporum  calamitate  fubfidiifquecalaniit^ii 

Humamus  quo  miinificentiua. 

Formidatus  fervavit,  fpretus  oppreffit,  incautos  et  avidos, 

Quibus  Lar  et  Supellex  vita  potior 

Tiun  tu  fi  (apis  audi  damantem  lapidem^ 

\        Speme  Larem,  ^me  iamiculas^  mora  milla  fuge^ 

Antonio  Suares  Meffia  Marchione  Vici 

Praefe6to  viarum. 

Before  I  had  finiflied  copying  the  infcrip- 
tion  the  coach  came  up  with  U9,  mended  as 

well 

From  length  of  time  Inftruction  is  derived* 

Beware ! 

Full  twenty  times  fince  the  creation  of  the  fun,  if  hiftory 

be  true,  hath  Vefuvius  burned. 

Overwhelming  the  tardy  with  deftruftion. 

That  noperfon  may  hereafter  undergo  its  dire  efFe£tS| 

This  marble  tells  them, 

That  the  mountain  which  yoa  behold^ 

Bears 
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well  as  the  (hort  time  permitted.     We  got 
into    it^    and   drove   to   the   king's   palace, 

which 

Bears  within  its  wdmb,  quantities  6{ 
Pitch,  alum,  iron,  fulphur,  gold,  filver. 
Nitre  and  fprings  of  water. 
Sooner  or  later  will  it  kindle,  and,  influenced  by  the  fea^ 
produce  to  light 
Its  entrails. 
Rut,  before  the  monftrous  birth. 
It  (hakes  the  earth,  and  is  itfelf  (haken  *, 
Itfmokes,  fparkles,  flames. 
Impels  the  air, 
\Vith  horrid  roar,  bellows,  thunders. 
And  from  its  confines  drives  the  labourer. 
•    Do  thou  fly  fwift. 
While  fortune  gives  thee  opportunity, 
fiee !  fee !  it  labours^  it  burftsj  it  emits  a  lake  of  fire, 
which  with  headlong  fall  rulhing,  preoccupies  the  flow* 
If  it  feizes  thee,  thou  art  loft. 
In  the  year  of  our  fafcty  1631, 
Philip  IV.  being  king. 
Emanuel  Fonfeca  and  Zunica,  count  df 
Monte  Real,  Viceroy,' 
Who,   upon  the  renewal  of  the  calamities  of  former 
times,  has  renewed  the 
Vol.  IIL  E  Afliftancc 
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which,  as  I  think  I  have  already  faid,  ftatids 
nearly  over  the  fpot  of  the  ancient  Hercu- 
laneum,  or  of  the  ancient  ruins  which  go 
under  that  name.  We  waited  a  long  time 
before  we  could  meet  with  the  man  who 
keeps  the  key  of  the  palace,  to  (hew  it  us. 
There  is  nothing,  however,  very  particular, 
tho'  all  very  fine  and  pleafing.  The  ftair- 
cafe  pretty,  and  the  rooms  gay.  One  full 
of  pidures,  another  full  of  Englifli  furni- 
ture, another  of  china,  and  fb  on.  The 
china  cabinet,    for  fo  they  call  the  room, 

Affillance  given  in  them 

With  equal  humanity  and  generofity. 

The  fearful  hath  this  mountain  Ipared,  but  it  CYpreffcth 

its  contemners,   particularly  thofe  uncautious 

mifers,  who  prefer  their  houfes  and 

tfEe&s  to  life. 

Thou  therefore,  if  wife,  hear  this  marble,  which  cries  out 

to  thee.    Leave  thine  houfehold  gods,  leave 

thy  wealth,  and  fly  with  hafty  ftep. 

Antonio  Snares  Mefiiah  Marquis  del  Vico, 

Surveyor  of  the  ways. 

furnlihed 
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furnifhed  with  that  manufadlure,  is  a  ytryjem^ 
crack  thing  indeed.  The  ornaments  were  made 
at  a  fabric  6f  china  which  the  king  of  Spain 
had  fet  up  at  Naples,  but  which  he  has  now 
removed  to  Madrid,  Tho''  they  did  not 
work  bad,  yet  they  never  equalled  Drefden 
china,  or  fbme  other  European  fabrics.  The 
king's  palace  at  Portiei  has  a  pretty  view. 
It  looks  over  a  garden  into  the  fea.  What 
you  will  think  odd  is,  that  the  high  road 
pafies  through  the  middle  of  the  great  court 
of  it,  but  l;hat  is  to  be  altered  when  the 
palace  is  finiflied,  and  a  road  cut  between 
the  gardens  and  the  fea.  From  the  palace, 
we  went  to  fee  Herculaneum,  which  is  not 
above  a  hundred  fteps  off.  We  could  not 
go  the  common  way  of  defcending  under 
ground,  as  a  peftiferous  exhalation  had  taken 
poffeflion  of  the  paffage.  Thefe  poifonous 
vapoVirs  are  the  confequence  .of  eruptions 
from  mount  Vefuvius.  I  think  they  fay  they 
are  owing  to  effluvia  proceeding  from  the 
lava  which  the  mountain  emits.  The  efFeds 
E  a  generally 
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generally  extend  themfelves  to  feveral  parM 
of  the  adjacent  country*  There  is  a  cellar 
or  two  in  Portici,  where  the  people  cannot 
go  in  now,  upon  account  of  it.  Its  noxious 
properties  rarely  break  out  but  in  low  and 
inclofed  places,  where  there  is  not  a  free 
ventilation  of  the  air.  My  fervitore  de  piaz- 
za went  to  fmell  a  little  at  it,  at  the  en- 
trance into  Herculaneum,  but  he  foon  re- 
treated i  I  think  he  complained  of  a  ful- 
phureous  fufFocatirig  fmell-  I  did  not  care 
to  go  and  try  the  experiment,  for  fear  of  its 
making  my  head  ache*  We  found  a  bird 
dead  there.  The  poor  little  animal,  not 
confcious  of  the  infection,  had  perched  itfelf 
upon  foine  of  *  the  lower  branches  of  the 
flirubs  near  the  entrance,  and  not  having 
fenfe  enough  to  retire  quickly,  fell  a  martyr 
to  the  mofeta^  for  that  is  the  name  the  peo- 
ple of  the  country  give  to  this  corrupted 
air.  The  vapour  remains  fometimes  five  or 
fix  months  in  the  places  where  it  has  chofen 
to  eftablifli  its  quarters,     for  tho'  it  comes 

pretty 
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pretty  much  of  a  fudden,  its  retreat  is,  by 
little  and  little.  Probably,  by  fomething 
of  this  kind  was  Pliriy 's  uncle  killed,  for 
it  feems  improbable  his  afthma  Ihould  have 
had  fb  immediate  an  efFe^ft,  as  to  caufe  him 
to  drop  down  dead,  while  he  was  walking 
along.  The  common  paffage  down  to  Hevr^ 
culaneum  beings  thus  occupied,  with  all  that 
part  of  the  fubterraneous  town  near  it,  wq 
were  obliged  to  enter  by  another  way,  wlvere 
the  theatre  is,  and  which,  upon  account  of 
the  mofeta^  was  the  only  thing  we  could 
fee.  However,  as  this  building  is  pretty 
nearly  entire,  it  was  more  than  fufficient  to 
(hew,  that  it  had  be^n  once  the  fcene  of 
diverfion  and  entertainment,  now  the  feat 
of  darknefs  and  defolation.  The  lava  is 
above  thirty  feet  high  over  it/  If  we  had 
not  this  proof,  it  would  have  he^n  folly  to 
have  imagined  the  mountain .  could  have 
thrown  out  fo  much  matter.  The  people 
undoubtedly  had  time  to  fave  themfelves,  as 
I  think  but  one  Ikeleton  has  been  found  in 

E3  all 
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all  their  excavations.  They  not  only  faved 
their  own  perfons,  but  carried  away  their 
mod  valuable  efFeds,  as  only  ftatues  and 
heavy  things  are  left,  that  could  have  been 
worth  much  to  the  owners.  After  we  had 
been  all  about  the  theatre  by  the  light  of 
torches,  notwithftanding  there  is  a  little  day 
let  into  the  middle  of  it,  by  a  hole  cut  up  to 
the  furface  of  the  lava,  we  returned  to  enjoy 
once  more  the  rays  of  the  fim,  which 
fhone  with  full  beams  upon  us  all  the  way 
back  to  Naples,  as  it  was  a  very  fine  day; 
On  Thurfday  we  went  to  Baia.  As  far  as 
Pozzuoli,  was  the  fame  road  we  had  been 
before.  We  here  took  a  boat  with  fix  oars, 
to  crofs  over  the  famous  bay  of  Baia.  Ima- 
gine me  now  upon  the  fea,  which  was  in  a 
perfed  calm,  with  a  delightful  country  all 
round,  and  what  heightened  the  romantic- 
nefs  of  the  fcene,  was  to  hear  the  man  who 
fleered  fing,  with  a  manly  voice,  fome  ruftic, 
but  expreffive  words,  relative  to  the  perfi- 
dioufnefs  of  that  element,  which  was  fmil- 
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ing  indeed  now,  but  might  foon  be  deform- 
ed with  ftorms. 


Being  arrived  to  the  fliore  of  Bala,  we  left 
our  provifions  and  fbme  fifli  we  had  brought, 
to.  be  dreffed  and  taken  care  of  at  a  little  inn, 
and  walked  up  the  country  tafee  what  was 
to  be  feen.  We  faw  Nero's  prifons,  as  they 
are  called,  tho*  I  believe  it  very  uncertain 
whether  that  cruel  emperor  built  them ; 
however  they  feem  very  worthy  of  the  con- 
trivance of  a  tyrant.  You  defcend  tOi-them 
with  a  number  of  lighted  torches,  for  they 
are  entirely  under  ground.  They  confift  in  a 
number  of  cells,  divided  from  each  other  by 
walls  of  great  tbicknefs.  I  confefs  the  fight 
of  thefe  fubterranequs  dungeons,  whatever 
was  their  ufe,  made  me  enter  into  myfelf, 
and,  as  I  imagined  they  really  were  pri- 
fons, I  could  not  help  reflefting,  how  many 
vnretches  might  have  paffed  filent  years  there- 
without  having  once  feen  the  fun,  or  might 
have  been  cruelly  murdered  without  hearers 

E  4  ^^ 
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of  their   groans-     Tho'  I   remained   hxx%  ^ 

little  time  in  thefe  blind  caverns,  I  really 

felt    myfclf   happy,  when   I  emerged   into 

open    air,   and  beheld  the  beautiful  fcenes 

which  flourifhed  all  around.     We  then  went 

to   what   th^y   call  the    Pifcina    mirabilis, 

which  is  a  fet  of  arches,  where  there  pror 

bably  was  water,  but  to  what  end,  my  antir 

quarian  did  not  make  clear  to  me-     But  why 

fhould  I  defcribe  to  you  all  the  ivy-covered 

ruins,    wijth  which   this   country  abpunds.. 

Temples  ^nd  palacps  haye  fallen  a  facrifice 

to  the  devouring   hand  of   time.     "  Yes, 

^*  they   fall   (fays   Ariofto,)    the   mightieft 

**  cities,  the  moft  Jifpiring  kingdoms   falL 

*^  Behold  !  weeds  and  defert  fand  now  op- 

**  prefs   the  once    illuftrious    Thebes    an^ 

''  Carthage  r 

Cadono  le  citt^,  cadono  i  r£gni 
Copre  Tebe  e  Cartago  ^rba  ed'  arena, 

But 
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But  the  melancholy  arifen  from  feehig 
thefe  miferable  veftiges  of  Roman  manifi- 
cence,  was  diffipated  by  the  charms  of  the 
country,- with  the  promontory  of  Mifenum 
extended' beyond  it.  It  ftill  preferves  its 
ancient  name,  (Mifeno)  and  Virgil's  pror 
f  hecy  was  true,  when  ipeaking  of  Eneas  . 
]burying  his  pilot  Mifenus  there,  he  fays 

Imponit  fuaque  arma  viro,  remumqiie  tubfUnqufS 
JVlonte  fub  aerio,  qui  nunc  Mifenus  ab  illo 
Picitur,  seternumque  tenet  per  fsecula  nomeot 

After  we  had  feen  every  thing  we  returned 
to  the  inn,  where  dinner  was  ready  for  us. 
We  had  our  table  fet  upon  the  margin  of 
the  fea,  and  eat  to  the  mufic  of  the  refound- 
ing  waves*  Dinner  over  we  reimbarked, 
and  rowed  about  a  mile,  to  fome  naturally 
hot  ftoves,  of  which  there  are  a  great  num-p 
ber  in  this  country.  It  feems  furprifing,  as 
you  go  in,  to  find  you  breathe  cooler  air 
the  more  you  ftoop  your  head,  but  the  won- 
der ceafes  when  you  know,  that  at  the  end 

of 
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of  thefe    fubterraneous  vaUlts    there   is    a 
boiling  hot  fountain,    the  vapor  of  which 
naturally  afcends,   as  high  as  the  cavern's 
roof  will  permit  it.     The  fand  here  under 
the  fea  is  hot,  and  if  you  take  it  up  in  your 
hands   burns   them.     The   water  however, 
that  lies  above  it,  preferves  its  natural  cool- 
nefs.     Indeed  the  whole  country  about  Na- 
ples, for  fulphur  and  fire^  is  the  moft  curi- 
ous I  ever  faw.     From  hence  we  went  by 
land  to  a  place  called  the  Cumean  Sibyl's 
Grotta.     I  do  not  know  by  what  authority 
this  name  is  given  to  it.     There  are  a  great 
many    of   thefe    fubterraneous  paflages   in 
Italy.     I  can  not  think  what  could  be  the 
reafon  of  the  Romans  having  made  fo  many 
of  them.     This   Cumean   Sibyl's   cave,    is 
iituated   upon   what   they   call  the  lake  of 
Averno,  with  as  much  foundation,  I  believe^ 
as  the  former.     On  the  other  fide,  there  are 
the  ruins  of   a   fabric  which   antiquarians 
have   likewife   taken   the  liberty  to  intitle^i 
the  temple  of  Apollo.    The  Romans  fay, 

the 
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the  lake  of  Avemo  was  peftiferous,  and  Vir^ 
gil  tells  us,  that  the  birds  in  flying  over  it 
fell  down   dead,   but  what  I  then  beheld 
was  quite  the  contrary.     Pure  gales  breathe 
ground  it,  and  all  nature  fmiles.     To  recon**^ 
cile  this  difference,   my  companion  alTured 
me,    that  the  lake  had  purified  itfelf   by 
time.      It  may  be  fo.     From    hence   wc^ 
went    to  another  famous  piece  of  water, 
called  the  Lucrine  lake.     But  this,  inftead 
of  receiving  advantage  from  length  of  time^ 
has  loft  above  half  its  extent.    A  mountain, 
faid  to  have  rifen  fuddenly  out  of  the  earthy 
during  the  fpace  of  one  night,  has  almoft 
covered    it.     This    latter  phasBomenon,    I 
believe,  may  be  fpoken  of  with  more  cer- 
tainty than  the  water  covered  by  the  moun* 
tain  being  part  of  the  Lucrine  lake.     FirO: 
of  all,  this  fudden  rife  of  hills,  (for  it  is  a 
hill,  not  a  mountain,)  in  the  fulphureous 
ground  abotit  Naples,  is  not  without  exam* 
pie.    Vefuvius    has  done   the  fame  lately, 
and  pufhed  up  divers  little  hills,    out  of 

which 
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which  he  lately  vented  that  prodigious  quan- 
tity of  lava.     There  was  an  aperture  at  the 
top  of  each,  out  of  which  the  lava  iffued. 
There  were    five  or   fix  of  thefe  hills    at 
firft,    but  two  or  three  of  them  are  fallen 
in,  the  reft,  in  all  probability,  will  remain 
to  eternity.      Why  may  not  our    prefent 
hill   theh,    have   been    raifed   fomehow   or 
other  in  the  fame  manner?     They   fay  it 
is    compofed   of  a   fort  of  pumice  ftones, 
and   fulphureous  matter,     Befid^s,   as  it  ia 
an  affair   that  happened  much   later    than 
the  lateft  account  we  have  of  the  Lucrene 
lake,    it  ought  to   be  more   certain.     The 
cheating,     never-to*be-contented     country^ 
fellows,  that  accompanied  us  to  fhew  thefe 
things,    wanted  us  to  buy  fome  fifti  at  a 
treble   price,    for  their   coming  put   of  the 
remainder  of  this  water.     As  I  never  had 
the  fury  of  antiquity  upon  me,    you  rnay 
think  they  did  not  appear  a  bit  more  valu- 
able to  my  eyes,   than  if  they  had  fwum 
}n   any  other  ftream,    ^nd  I   confequently 

Reclined 
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declined  the  purchafe.  This  did  not  quite 
pleafe  the  venders,  which  gave  me  no  great 
concern.  After  having  difpatched  as  well 
as  we  could  thefe  grumbling  fellows,  and 
re-entered  our  bark,  we  coafted  agreeably 
enough  all  the  way  back  to  Pozzuoli,  which 
was  two  or  three  miles.  We  here  got  into 
our  chariot,  and  rolled  in  a  pleafant  even- 
ing back  to  Naples, 


LET. 
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« 

Tucfday,  lo  o'clock  in  the  mornings 
March  24^  176I9  Naples. 

JL  Oo  to  Captia  to  night,  where  I  fhall 
flay  two  or  three  days.  To  give  you  now 
my  journey  to  the  top  of  Vefuvius.  We 
only  ftopt  at  Portici  a  moment  or  two  to 
buy  fome  bread,  as  it  is  reckoned  to  be  very 
good.  This  we  joined  to  two  fowls  and  a 
tongue,  which  we  had  brought  along  with 
us,  and  which  were  to  ferve  us  after  our 
defcent  from  the  mountain.  Our  chariot 
then  carried  us  to.Refina,  a  village  not  much 
above  a  mile  from  Portici,  where  wheels 
can  proceed  no  farther.  In  confequence> 
each  get  upon  a  jack-afs,  of  which  animals 
the  neighbouring  inhabitants  have  always 
plenty  to  accommodate  Vefuvian  travellers. 
The  whole  village  wanted  to  follow  us,  but 
I  tickets 
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tickets  diftributed  by  my  antiquarian  con- 
fined the  number,  and  left  the  reft  fcolding 
behind.  Notwithftanding  the  uneaiinefs  of 
my  feat  upon  a  pack-faddle,  I  could  not 
avoid  entering  into  the  mirth  of  the  com« 
pany,  which  confifted  in  fcven  or  eight 
men,  befides  my  antiquarian  and  fervitor  di 
piazza*  This  latter  is  nick-named  Papa- 
riello,  and  is  the  moft  like  a  monkey  of  any 
human  creature  I  ever  yet  beheld.  I  do  not 
fee  how  by  any  definition  you  could  diftin- 
guifh  him  from  that  man-imitating  animal^ 
which  certainly  anfwers  to  the  homo  of  the 
logicians,  animal  bipes  implume^  but  a  plucked 
turkey  would  do  the  fame.  Should  you 
attempt  to  particularize  a  monkey,  calling 
him  an  irrational  creature,  with  his  nofe 
jutting  in  at  the  top,  prominent  cheek  bones, 
and  the  lower  part  of  his  face  advancing 
outwards  beyond  the  upper,  this  all  anfwers 
to  Papariello.  His  motjjer  was  certainly 
frightened  by  a  baboon  when  pregnant,  and 
ftamped  the  image  which  caufed  her  terror 

upbn 
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upon  the  embryo.  If  I  was  to  meet  Papa  * 
riello  in  the  wilds  of  Afia  or  Africa,  I  fliould 
run  away  for  fear.  But  as  I  knew  I  was 
near  Naples,  and  that  the  being  which 
followed  me  was  only  a  domeftic  fervitore 
di  piazza,  I  let  it  grin  and  chatter  behind 
me  with  our  auxiliary  attendance.  At 
length  we  were  obliged  to  quit  our  jack- 
afles,  and  truft  to  our  own  feet^  as  the 
fteepnefs  of  the  mountain  permitted  none 
^but  rational  creatures  to  proceed  any  far* 
ther.  Before  us  not  a  blade  of  grafs  grew* 
Every  thing  was  blafted  and  defolate.  And 
yet,  if  we  may  believe  Martial,  the  fides  of 
this  mountain  were  formerly  very  fruitful. 
But  in  the  epigram  in  which  he  exprefles 
this,  he  fays,  their  beauty  was  deftroyed  by 
an  eruption  which  happened  in  his  time,  I 
fuppofe  that  under  Titus.  It  is  the  105th  of 
the  fecond  book,  and  the  words  are  as  follow. 

Hie  tit  pampineis  viridis  Vcfuvius  umbris^ 
FreiTerat  hie  madidos  nobilis  uva  laeus, 

Haei 
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Haec  juga  quam  Nifoe  coUes  plus  Bacchus  ama?it| 
Hoc  nuper  Satyri  monte  dedere  choros. 
Haec  Veneris  fedes,  Lacedemoae  gratior  illi^ 
HSc  locus  Hercideo  nomine  clarus  erat* 
Cun6ta  jacent  flammis,  et  trifti  merfa  tavilla, ' 
Nee  fuperi  vellent  hoe  licuiiTe  fibi* 

Martiars  epigram  too  proves  the  fubmcf- 
fion  or  ruin  of  Herculaneum,  at  leaft,  you 
iee  he  fays,  that  once  there  was  d  famous 
place  here  of  that  name« 

Hie  locus  Hel'culeo  nomine  darus  erar. 

But  the  idea  of  Mount  Vefuvius  at  prefent 
IS  certainly  very  different  from  what  Martial 
would  give  us  of  it  m  his  fix  firfi  lines^ 
Horror  and  defolation  reign  every  where. 
The  foil  nothing  but  lumps  of  lava  and 
afhes.  The  aflies  make  it  very  difficult 
to  get  up  to  the  top,  as  your  feet  flip  back 
and  you  gain  very  little  ground •  This  was 
the  diverfion  which  I  was  going  to  enjoy 
for  ^n  hour  and  a  half.  Papariello  remained 
at  the -bottom  chattering  with  one  of  the  men 
YoiL.  II.  F  belonging 
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belonging  to  the  beafts,  he  to  take  care  of 
our  provifionsy  and  the  man  of  his  jack*afles. 
In  the  mean  time  I  was  laboring  at  the 
afcent,  I  had  three  men  to  affift  me,  two 
of  whom  preceded  with  handkerchiefs  about 
their  waifts,  which  I  had  hold  of,  and  the 
third  pufhed  my  (boulders  behind.  I  fbon, 
however,  transferred  my  tergal  afliftant  to 
the  antiquarian,  who  feemed  to  (land  in  moft 
need  of  him.  After  many  ftoppings  to  take 
breath,  we  at  laft  arrived  at  what  they  call 
the  white Jione^  about  half  a  mile  from  the 
top  of  the '  mountain,  where  we  fat  d6wn 
to  ireft  and  warm  ourfelves,  as  the  grotind 
was  hot,  and  cbunterbalanced  the  ttiift  and 
wind  we  had  afcended  to.  Meanwhile  one 
of  our  men  was  fent  up'  to  the  mouth  of 
Vefuvius,  to  fee  whether  its  horrid  gape 
was  vifible,  for  fometimes  there  is .  fo  much 
finoke,  you  can  (et  nothings  The  mouth, 
4is  I  have  already  told  you,  is  about  half  a 
ihile  from  this  white  ftonc,  or  rather  black 
ilone  ;  for,  if  it  was  to  be  denominated  from 
-         -    I  its 
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iu  colour,  it  ought  rather  to  have  the  latter 
appellation*  Two  or  three  years  ago  it  was 
thrown,  they  fay,^  out  of  the  mouth  of  Ve^ 
fuvius.  Surprifing,  if  true,  how  weights  of 
that  fort  can  be  tolled  about  in  the  air  1  This 
i):one  is  almofl  as  tall  as  a  man,  and  roundiih. 
It  ought  rather  to  be  called  a  piece  of  a  rock. 
But  our  man  being  now  arrived  to  the  mouth 
of  Vefuvius,  hallooed  to  us  to  come  up,  a 
figii  of  its  dreary  opening  being  vifible. 
We  fet  out  accordingly,  affifted  in  the  fame 
manner  as  before,  and  at  laft  arrived  at  the 
brink  of  the  precipice*  As  I  did  not  care 
to  follow  the  fate  of  Empedocles,  I  was  a 
a  little  cautious  at  firft  in  looking  down,  and 
when  I  looked  there  was  {o  much  fnaoke, 
I  could  not  fee  any  thing  at  alh  I  thought 
the  countryman  we  had  fent  before  had 
deceived  us  in  making  us  come  up.  How- 
ever, I.  found  that  by  fixing  your  eyes  for 
feme  time  upon  the  gulf,  the  wind  at  certain 
periods  blew  the  fmoke  away  juft  enough 
ito  have  a  peep.  What  I  faw  was  horrid. 
Fa  but 
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but  It  was  not  a  bottomlefs .  gulf,  as  I  had 
imagined.  I  faw  a  great  defcent  of  rugged 
and  torn  rocks,  but  ftill  I  could  behold 
the  bottom  of  them.  ,  My  antiquarian  ex* 
plained  this  to  me  by  telling  me  that  the 
mouth  had  been  open,  and  the  circumference 
of  the  precipice  twice  as  extenfive,  till  a  late 
eruption,  which  ,had  made  it  fall  in,  and 
jammed  it  up  in  the  manner  I  then  faw. 
That  this  was  the  caufe,  in  the  laft  eruption, 
of  the  mountain's  having  burft  an  opening 
at  the  bottom,  as  not  being  able  to  throw 
,  out  its  matter  at  the  ufual  mouth,  and  find- 
ing the  fides  weaker  and  miore.eafy  to  force 
than,  the  fummit,  it  had  vented  itfelf  that 
way»  But  in  all  probability  it  will  in  time 
open  itfelf  a  frefli  vent  in .  the  old  place. 
However,  you  may  imagine  that  the  mouth 
i^  not  fo  clofed  as  not  to  leave  a  paflage 
fufficient  for  the  fmoke  to  iflue  from.  Nay, 
iloties  and  aflies  came  out  during  the  erup- 
tion  below.  But  then  the  cavities  wind 
-  about  fo  among  the  ragged  precipices  of  the 

crater  a 
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craiera^  tfiat  you  can  not  look  down  them» 
The  cratera,  or  cup,  is  the  term  of  art  em- 
bracing the  whole  circumference  and  extcn- 
fion  of  the  mouth  of  the  mountain.  The 
brink  of  this  abyfs  may  be  now  about  a 
mile  in  circumference,  and  formerly  was 
above  two  miles,  till  the  mouth  fell  iiip 
The'  we  had  taken  care  to  get  to  the  wind* 
ward,  yet  ftill  from  time  to  time  the  fmoke 
troubled  us.  As  it  was  impregnated  with 
fulphur  and  other  infernal  particles,  it  was 
not  only  difagrecable  to  the  fmell,  but,  I 
believe,  even  dangerous  to  ftay  in  long. 
You  know  the  fumes  of  a  match  almoft 
ftifle  you.  Think  then  how  ftrong  the 
efFe6ls  of  all  this  fulphur  together  ought  to 
be.  However,  the  common  men  venture 
a  little  down  the  beginning  of  this  precipice, 
as  a  fellow  did  to  get  a  lady's  hat,  wh^n  fhe 
went  to  the  top  of  the  mountain,  and  which 
blew  off  while  fhe  was  {landing  upon  the 
brink  of  the  cratera,  as  I  now  was.  I  think 
the  man  hazarded  his  life  for  the  fake  of  a 
F  3  trifle 
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trifle  '(he  promifed.  Not  that  there  was 
any  danger  of  his  rolling  down  into  thofe 
cavities  from  whence  the  fmoke  ifllied,  but 
from  the  noxious  effluvia  of  the  fmoke  it« 
ielf.  When  the  mouth  throws  but  fire^ 
you  may  imagine  no  perfbn  can  go  even 
where  I  was  now  {landing ;  however^  that 
is  only  fome  few  months  in  the  year,  but  it 
almoft  always  emits  fmoke.  After  having 
fatisfied  our  eyes  fufficicntly  with  this  won» 
der  of  nature,  we  fat  out  upon  our  return^ 
The  men  and  I  ran  as  hard  as  we  could  quite 
down  to  the  white  ftone.  ^  Every  fiep  I  took 
was  almoft  up  to  my  knees  in  a£hes«  The 
old  antiquarian  was  puffing  half  way  behhid, 
I  took  the  opportunity  of  this  delay  to  pull 
off  my  fhoes,  and  free  them  from  the  quan- 
tity of  aflies  that  had  fluffed  them  in  my 
precipitate  defcent.  Upon  our  fecqnd  ilart- 
ing,  I  arrived  alfo  at  the  bottom  much 
fooner  than  my  companion.  I  hefe  in  com- 
pany with  Papariello  and  our  jack-afles 
found  a  French  friar,  who  was  waiting  pur 

return. 
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return.  He  calls  himfejf  the  herapdt  of 
Vefuvius,  at  the  hottonfi  of  which  he  has  .^ 
little  cell  where  he  lives.  When  he  fees 
any  ftr^figer^  gpidg  up  tp  the  top  of  thei 
mountain,  he  prepares  fome  huifcuits,  wine, 
fruit,  and  other  thbga,  and  meets  them  m 
humble  tone  upon  their  return  to  the  botf 
^tom.  But  you  nxuft  not  think  this  i$  al^ 
doaeo\}tof  c;haritable  hofpitality.  It  goes* 
indeedji  und^r  that  name,  but  the  holy 
father  cxpefta  double  the  price  to  be  put  intQ 
his  alms-box  for  a  i?ecompence.  Thefe  pro- 
vifions  being  joined  to  our  own,  we  fat  down 
upon  the  ground,  and  began  to  regale ourfelvea 
after  our  fatigue.  The  place  where  we 
were  making  our  ruftic  dinner  was  delight- 
ful. As  we  were  upon  a  rifing  ground^  tho' 
at  what  is  generally  called  the  bottom  of 
the  hill,  all  Naples  lay  difeovered  to  our 
view.  A  calm  fea  beyond,  interfperfed  with 
the  iflands  of  Procida,  Caprea,  Nifida,  and , 
Ifchia,  heightened  the  profpedt.  This  added 
to  the  pretty  and  variegated  country  delow 
F  4  *  us. 
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tiSy  full  of  houfes  aud  villages,  eompleate4 
the  fcenc.  What  with  this  beautiful  prof- 
ped,  eating  our  provifions,  and  drinking 
the  friar^s  good  wine,  which  he  called  La-* 
erymae  Chrifti,  tho*  I  belieye  it  was  not- 
genuine,  we  all  waxed  very  merry.  The 
friar  too,  notwithftanding  his  long  beard, 
penitential  habit,  and  the  crucifixes  tied  to 
his  girdle  of  rope,  was  extremely  facetious. 
In  (hort,  we  paiTed  an  hour  very  agreeably, 
till  it  was  time  to  fet  off  and  return  to 
Naples.  In  our  way  thither  we  flopped  at 
Portici  to  fee  his  majefty -s  mufeum  of  the 
curiofities  dug  out  of  the  ruins  of  Hercula-> 
ncum.  I  was  forced  to  enter  here  alOne, 
as  they  have  no  good  opinion  of  antiqua-f 
rians,  tho'  every  curiofity  of  portable  weight 
is  under  lock  and  key,  and  only  feen  through 
wires.  There  were  all  forts  of  utenfils, 
corn,  bread,  books,  thread,  and  I  do  not 
know  what  all.  However,  as  I  am  no  an- 
tiquarian myfelf,  I  did  not  ftay  fo  lopgtp 

feed 
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feed  my  eyes  with  thefe  footy  *  remains,  as 
another  might  have  done.  In  about  half 
an  hours  time  I  fufKciently  latisfied  my 
curiofity,  and  returned  to  Naples  ;  but  before 
I  left  the  apartments  I  could  pot  avoid  going 
into  a  room,  where  a  friar  was  attempting  to 
read  fbme  of  the  books.  It  is  a  moft  tirefome 
occupation,  as  they  are  folded  up  in  the  old 
Roman  manner,  and  the  vellum  breaks  to 
pieces  when  you  attempt  to  open  them^ 
I  do  not  think  he  will  make  much  of  it,  tho' 
he  endeavours  lightly  to  glue  the  fragments 
upon  a  piece  of  paper.  What  he  was  work- 
ing at  was  Greek,  and  the  letters  were  vifi- 
ble,  as  they  are  fometimes  upon  a  Iheet  of 
writing  that  is  burnt.  Before  I  conclude 
this  paper  I  will  juft  inform  you  that  Her- 
GUlaneum  was  difcovered  accidentally  by 
the  digging  of  a  well.     After   having   de» 

♦  This  collcalon  has  fincc  been  confiderably  encreafed 
by  the  difcovery  of  Pompeii,  where,  however,  they  gq 
on  digging  but  very  flowly, 

fcended 
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fcended  a  confiderablc  depth  they  were  very 
much  furprifed  to  find  a  column  of  marble^ 
and  upon  ^oing  a  little  lower  they  found 
other  ruinsi  which  was  the  reafon  of  tho 
king's  ordering  his  people  to  continue  the 
work.    Bythefe  means  was  difcovered  the 
furprifing  city  of  Herculaneum,  for   fuch 
I  can  no  longer  doubt  it  to  be  from  in- 
fcriptions,  but  the  memory  of  whoie   de- 
"^  ftruftion  was   almoft  effaced.     I  ihall  only 
add  a  remark  of  the  late  queen  of  Naples, 
now  queen  of  Spain,   who,   upon  defiring 
her  hufband    not  to  build  in   that  place, 
told  him,    that   as    he   was     digging    out 
what  belonged  to  others,   fo  others  might 
hereafter    dig   out    his    prefent    buildings^ 
if  he  continued   his   intention,   which   his 
then  Sicilian  majefty    did,  notwithftauding 
his  royal  CQpfort's  admonition. 


Capua, 
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Capua,  nine  o'clock  at  nighty 
Wcdnefilay,  March  %$,  i76i. 

I  arrived  here  lail  night,  and  after  dinner 
with  the  governor  to  day>  he^  carried  me  in 
his  equipage  to  the  place  where  old  Capua 
flood,  and  where  Hannibal's  army  is  faid  to 
have  become  enervated.  It  is  about  two 
miles  from  the  prefent  city,  whiqh  is  built 
upon  the  river  ^Vulturnus*  There  are  the 
ruins  of  an  amphitheatre,  with  other  re- 
mains, which  point  out  plainly  the  fituation. 
It  was  anciently  a  confiderable  place,  but  the 
great  revolutions  this  country  has  undergone 
has  changed  almoft  every  thing.  I  will 
give,  as  ufual,  a  flight  fketch  of  them. 

After  the  deftru£lion  of  the  Roman  em-^ 
pire,  the  kingdom  of  the  two  Sicilies,  lik^ 
the  reft  of  Italy,  paffed  under  the  dominion 
of  the  Goths.  They  left  them,  however, 
their  own   laws,    which  remained  till   the 

Lombards, 
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Lombards,  another  unknown  northern  pco* 

pip,  drove  out  their  predeceffors,  to  be  them-» 

I 
felves  expelled  in  the  courfe  of  time  by  the 

power  of  the  Francs,  or  France,  under  Pe- 
pin and  Charlemagne.     But  tho*  thefe   mo- 
narchs  totally   deftroyed    the    kingdom   of 
Lombardy,    they   could  not  penetrate   into 
thefe   diftant    parts   of   it,   where    various 
princes  of  that  nation  let  up  independant  ibf 
vereignties,  tho'  the  remains  of  the  Roman 
empire  at  Conftantinople  ftill   retained  fbme 
maritime  towns  on  this  fide  of  the  Pharo  of 
Meffina.     All   the  ifland  of  Sicily,    on  the 
other,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  adventure 
ous  Saracens,  who  at  this  time  were  exteiid^ 
jng  their   empire  with    all   the  courage .  of 
heroes,  and  enthufiafm  of  mad-men.    In  fuch 
a  confufed  fituation   did   things  remain,  till 
the  Normans,  with   the   fame   bravery,  by 
which  they  conquered  England,  but   with- 
out  any  force,  at  firft  infinuated   themfelves 
as  auxiliaries,  and  afterwards  fubjugated  the 
whole   of  thefe  realms   to  their   dominion, 

which 
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which  Roger  the  firft  tranfmitted  to  bis 
pofterity  with  the  title  of  a  kingdom. 
The  Norman  male  line  failing,  the  houfe  of 
Swabia,  in  Germany,  after  fome  contefts^ 
fucceeded  to  their  rights,,  by  Henry  of  Swa- 
bia's  having  married  Conitance,  daughter  to 
Roger^  The  perpetual  difputes  and  wars 
between  thefe  princes,  (who  were  often  eleft- 
ed  emperors),  and  the  popes,  gave  much 
trouble  to  thefe  ftates,  whofe  proximity  fub- 
jested  them  to  frequent  attacks '  from  the 
Roman  fee.  At  length  pope  Clement  IV. 
judging  he  ihould  never  be  at  eafe  with  a 
hoftile  family  fo  near  him,  gave  by  a  feudal 
claim  the  crown  of  the  two  Sicilies  to  the 
count  of  Anjou,  under  condition  that  he 
(hould  conquer  them,  which  that  ambitious 
prince  of  France  performed,  after  having 
defeated  and  (lain  Manfred,  the  baftard  fon 
of  the  emperor  Frederic  II.  who  had  feized 
the  throne,  under  pretence  of  defending  it 
for  his  infant  nephew  in  Swabia.  That  ne- 
phew, Conradin^,    made     another    attempt 

fome 
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fome  time  after^  b\)t  was  taken  prifoner^  and 
infamoufly  murdered  upon  a  public  fcafibld* 
The  boufe  of  Anjou  feemed  now  to  have 
no  enemy,  but  their  tyrannical  governncient 
iet  the  inhabitants,,  -particularly  thoie  of 
Sicily,  fo  much  againft  them,  that  they  maf' 
facred  all  the  French  in  the  ifland  upon  the 
famous  Sicilian  vefpers,  and  threw  themfelves 
under  the  protection  of  Peter  kingof  Arragon, 
yvho  having  married  the  daughter  of  Man- 
fred, fet  up  a  pretenfion  to  the  crown  of 
both  kingdoms',  but  only  obtained  that  of 
Sicily.  Thus  did  the  two  Sicilies  remain 
divided,  for  above  a  century  and  a  half, 
.when,  in  1442  Alphonfo,  then  king  of 
Arragon,  conquered  the  whole,  but  left 
Naples  "to  his  baftatd  fon  Ferdinand,  which 
again  feparated  the  two  k'mgdoms.  Ferdi- 
nand, notwithftanding  the  illegitimacy  of 
his  birth,  tranfmitted  the  crown  of  Naples 
to  his  fon  Alphonfo,  till  Charles  the  eighth 
of  France,  heir  to  the  rights  of  the  houfc 
of  Anjou,  drove  out  Ferdinand  the  fecond, 

Alphonfo's 
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Alphonfo*s  fon,  who,  recurring  to  Ferdinand 
and  Ifabella  of  Spain,  recovered  his  king« 
dom  by  their  afliftancc,  but  gave  them  ant 
opening  to  a  ftatc,  which  they  pretended 
to  be  their  own,  as  heirs  to  Alphon(b,  who 
they  faid,  could  not  give  away  a  kingdom 
conquered  by  the  blood  and  treafures  of 
Arragon,  to  a  natural  child.  At  length 
this  politic  prince  entered  into  an  agreement 
with  Lewis  the  twelfth,  who  had  fucceeded 
to  the  throne  of  France,  to  drive  out  Frede- 
ric, who  had  mounted  the  throne  of  Naples, 
upon  the  death  of  Ferdinand,  and  divide  his  do  • 
minions  between  them.  It  was  put  in  execu* 
tion,  and  that  unhappy  prince,  with  all  his 
family,  was  forced  to  feek  Ihelter  in  France, 
being  too  much  irritated  againft  Ferdinand 
the  catholic,  who  had  got  pofTeflion  of  his 
towns,  under  the  malk  of  friendfhip  and 
a^liftance,  to  receive  any  favor  from  him. 
This  partition,  as  might  be  cafily  forefeen, 

did  not  hold  long,  but  the  two  monarch  s  I 

I 
quarrelling,  a  war  fucceeded,  in  which  Fer- 
dinand 
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dinand  conquered  the  whole,  and  drove  th^ 
French  out  of  the  kingdom,  fhortly  after  to 
be  expelled  out  of  the  dutchyof  Milan  bjr 
the  viftorious  arms  of  his  grandfon  Charles 
the  fifth.  Tho'  France  has  fince  made  at- 
tempts, yet  they  have  not  fucceeded,  fo  that 
I  can  not  but  agree  with  Ariofto  that, 

*'  — — bifogna  dc  non  lice 

Ai  Giglj  in  quel  terren  prendere  radiceV 

When  the  houfe  of  Auftria  ceafed  to  reign 
in  Spain,  thefe  dominions,  with  the  Mila- 
nefe,  were  ceded  to  it  by  the  peace  of 
Utrecht,  but  conquered  afterwards  by  the 
Bourbon  arms,  and  you  fee  the  queen  of 
Hungary  has  in  vain  attempted  to  recover 
them,  fo  I  imagine  they  will  long  remain  an 
appendage  to  the  Spanifli  branch  of  the  houfe 
of  Bourbon. 

*  Wifli  you  the  real  troth  to  know. 
Lilies  in  Italy  won't  grow. 

LET- 
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komc,  three  o'clock  afternoon^ 
Sunday,  March  29,  1761. 

A  LEFT  Capua  on  Friday,    after  receiv- 
ing many  civilities  from  my  Irifli  acquain- 
tances, and  particularly  from  the  govprnor, 
who   got  me  a  very  neat  lodging.     I  think 
they  feem  to  live  comfortably  enough,  but 
they    are    difcontented  at   not   rifing,    and 
would  enter  into  out  fervice,  if  religion  per- 
mitted^  Their  tegiment  is  called  the  King's 
and  was  given  by  Philip  the  fifth  to  his  fon, 
now  king  of  Spain,  after  the  attempt  upon 
Veletri,  by  the  German  s*     Their  marriage 
regulations  might  not  be  of  diflervice  in  our 
army.    A  lady  muft  bring  at  leaft  five  hun- 
dred   ducats    (about   a    hundred   and    fifty 
pounds,)  in  portion ;    a  perfon   of  inferior 
quality  a  thoufand;    but  they  may  marry 
Vol-  IIL  G  a  bro* 
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ther  officer's  daughter,  without  any  thing  at 
all.  Their  hofpitality  kept  me  up  much 
later  than  I  mtended,  the  evening  before  I 
fet  put,  and  in  paffing  the  gates  next  morn- 
ing, I  was  furprifed  to  be  ftopt  by  the  fen- 
try,  who  was  an  Englifhman,  and  made  me 
pay  the  tribute  of  fome  drink-money,  for 
being  his  countryman.  Thefe  are  moftly 
deferters,  as  the  officers  find  it  dangerous 
and  expenfive,  to  go  recruiting  into  Ireland. 
Thefe  runaways  are  a  vile  race  of  people 
In  general,  and  I  have  feen  them  begging 
.  charity  upon  their  knees  in  Spain  and  Italy, 
under  pretence  of  their  having  fled  from  the 
ttioft  horrid  tortures,  upon  account  of  their 
being  Roman  catholics.  A  woman  came  up 
to  my  coach  at  Pifa,  and  not  knowing  me 
to  be  an  Englifhman,  told  me  a  difmal  ftory 
lof  the  barbarities  flie  had  undergone,  upon 
account  of  her  religion,  and,  that  fhc  had 
chofen  to.  live  upon  charity  in  a  foreign  lan4, 
-raftber  than  fufFer  the  croelties  which  were 
-ex^rcifed  upon  her  in  her  own,  S^ich  are 
I  the 


the ,  hypociritical  calumnies  of  piir  common 
jpeople  abroad,  tho'  I  dixl  find  two  men  at 
Seville,  who.  were  better  than  the  reft. 
When  they  catne  into  tay  room^  I  was 
going  to  give  them  fomething,  but  they 
defijred  only  to  make  me  a  pair  of  flioesj 
ia  requeft  I  could  not  deny.  As  there  is 
the  fame  glorious  privilege  at  Seville,  as 
in  -London,  that  none  but  ireemen  can 
work  in  the  city,  '  they  were  obliged  to 
fit  under  a  tree^  without  the  gates,  where^ 
having  but  one  laft,  all  the  (hoes  they  made 
for  -the  Irifli,  were  nearly  of  the  fanM  fize^ 
Which^  they  excufcd  upbn  accdunt  of  neat- 
iiefs^  if  tod  ftrait^  arid  of  eafe  in  hot 
fcduntrieS,  when  they  praved  ^tdo  big.  Ex- 
cepting  thefe,  I  never  faw  aii  induftrious 
renegado  Briton,  and  will  therefore  leav6 
fiich  worthlefs  people^  and  continue  tny 
journey; 

•G  %  .  ^fter 
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After  paffing  the  meadows,  corroded  by 
the  filent  ftream  of  the  Oarigliano^  or  as 
Horace  much  better  expreffes  it, 


rora,  quae  liris  quktft 
Mordet  ^ui,  tacitumus  aixuiis, 

we  came  to  the  mole  of  Gaeta,  where 
there  is  a  beautiful  view  of  the  fea.  A 
light  refeftion  gave  us  ftrength  to  con- 
tinue our  journey  without  flopping,  but 
'  to  change  horfes,  through  a  wild  country,  to 
Terracina,  the  firft  town  in  the  pope*s  domi- 
nions. It  was  the  Anxur  of  the  ancients, 
but  I  did  not  fee  the  white  rocks  cele- 
brated by  Horace,  in  his  journey, 

£t  pofitiim  iaxis  lat^  condentibus  Adziu'a 

On  the  contrary,  Terracina  is  lituated 
rather  in  a  hole,  or  at  leaft  the  inn  where 
the  poft-houfe  is,  but  there  are  fomething 
of  ,clifts  hanging  over  it,  and  perhaps  the 

ancient 
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ancient  town  might  be  at  the  top  of  them^ 
as  there  are  buildings  there  at  prefent* 
Yefterday  I  intended  to  have  got  hither^ 
but  finding  the  night  (hut  in,  I  flopped  at 
Marino,  not  an  ugly  village,  about  twelve 
miles  from  this  capital.  It  is  fituated  upon 
the  rifing  grounds  which  break  the  Campa- 
nia of  Rome,  and  are  interfperfed  with  a 
nupiber  of  villas,  and  villages,  among  which 
was  the  ancient  Tufculum,  now  Frafcati* 
The  prefent  Romans  do  not  however,  feem 
to  love  the  country  fo  much  as  their  ancef- 
tors  did,  and  are  rarely,  for  any  length  of 
time,  out  of  their  city,  except  during  the . 
month  of  Oftober.  This  morning  I  eafily 
arrived  hither,  through  the  vaft  plain  which 
lay  between., 


G3  LET- 


102  LETTER^    FRQKf 


L:    E    T    t    E    R       IX. 


Sorocy  Tucfday,  April  7,  &  o*clo9k 
in  the  afternoon,  176*. 

JL  N.  readlhg  Voltaire*s  Henriade  I  have  met 
with  a  defcription  of  Rome,  which  anfwers 
jjrettj  much  to  the  ftatc  I  find  afFdirs  at 
prefent  in  this  capital.  I  will  give  it  you. 
The  author  introduces  it  upon  the  arrival  of 
difcord  thither,  coming  in  fearch  of  pcllcyi 
whofe  i-efidenpe  he  places  in  this  city,  when 
bl^th  united  affift  the  league  againft  Henry 
^the  third,  then  king  of  France,  and  Henry 
of  Bourbqn,  afterwards  Henry  the  fourth, 
then  king  of  Navarre, 

Rome  enfin  fe  decouyre  a  fes  regards  cruels, 
Rome,  jadis  fon  temple  et  TefFroi  des  mortels, 
Rome,  done  le  deftin  dans  la  paiac,  dans  la  guerre, 
Efl  d'etre  en  tons  les  terns  Maitrefle  de  la  Terre. 
Par  le  fort  des  combats  on  la  vit  autrefois 

5«r 
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Sur  leaurs  Trones  ianglaos  enchainer  tous  les  &ois«. 
L'Univer^  fl^iffait  fous  foA  Aigle  terrible. 
EUe  exeroe  ea  nos  jours  \in  pouvpir  ^us  paifibLs* 
Elle  a  fu  ibus  ion  joug  dilervir  ies  yainqueurs, 
Gouyernor  te9  efprits,  et  cQmrp«ider  auz  cgeurs, 
•  Ses  avis  fptit  &$  loix^  les  decrets  fopt  &s  aiincs» 

Fr^s  de  ce  Capitde  ou  regn^ieot  tant  d^^rm^h 
Sur  Icfe  ponipeu3f.  debris  4?  BMlone  et  de  H^n^ 
Un  Poptife  eft  affis  jiu  Trone  des  Cefers^ 
Pes  PrAtres  feftuaes  foulent  d'un  pfcd  traDqwUlf  ] 

Les  tombeaiqs:  des  Catops  et  la  cendre  d'Emile. 
Le  Trone  eft  fur  i'Autel,  et  Tabfolu  pouvoir 
Met  dans  les  m^mes  mains  le  iceptre  et  Pencenfoir*.  i 

L^  Dieu  m^me  a  fonde  fon  EgUfe  maiflantc,  ^ 
Tantot  perfecut^e,  et  tantot  triorpph^nte, 
L^,  fon  premier  Apotre  avec  la  verite 
Conduifit  la  candeur  et  la  fimplicite. 
Ses  Sucx»ireurs  heureux  quelque  terns  Pimiterent,       '      \ 
D'aut^nt  plus  refpeiStes  que  plus  ils  s'  abaUTerent* 
Leur  front  d^un  v?iin  eclat  n*  etait  point  revet\i, 
La  pauvrete  fbutint  leur  auftere  vertu ; 
Et  jaloux  des  feuls  bien^u'un  vrai  Chretien  defire, 
Du  fond  de  leur  chaumiefe  ils  volaient  au  martyre. 
Le  tepis  qui  c»rrompt  tout  changea  bientot  leurs  roeurs ; 
Le  Ciel  pour  nous  punir  leur  donna  des  grandeurs.  ^ 
Ropiej,  depi^s  ce  terns  puiffante  et  profanee, 

G4f  A^ 
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Aux  conceils  des  mechans  fe  vit  abandonnee* 

La  trahiibni  le  meurtre,  et  rempoifonement  \ 

De  fon  pouYoir  nouveau  fiit  Taffreux  fondemcnt. 

Les  Succeffeurs  du  Chrift  au  fond  du  fan£hiairc 

Plaoerent  ians  rougir  I'incefte  et  I'adiiltere. 

£t  Rome  qu*  oppiimait  leur  empire  odieux. 

Sous  ces  Tyrans  facrea  regretta  fes  faux  Dieux^ 

On  ecouta  depuis  de  plus  iages  maximes. 

Op  f^ut  ou  s^epargner,  oii  mieux  voiler  les  crimes. 

De  r£glife  et  du  Peuple  on  regla  mieux  les  droits^ 

Rome  devint  I'arbitre  et  non  l*efFrpi  des  Rois. 

Sous  l*orgueil  impolant  du  triple  diadfeme 

La  modefte  vertu  reparut  elle-meme, 

Mais  Part  de  menager  le  refie  des  Jiumaini, 

Eft  furtout  aujourdhui  la  vertu  des  Romains. 

You  may  think  I  have  written  the  fore-* 
going  paflage  incorredly,  but  it  is  the  new 
w^y  of  fpelling  French,  Voltaire  pretends  to 
introduce ;  an<J,  as  I  do  not  think  myfelf 
a  peri  m  of  authority  epough  to  be  able  tq 
corre6t  him,  I  have  tranfcribed  the  paflage 
as  I  found  it.  To  underftaiid  the  lilies  that 
go  on  from 

La  fon  premier  Apotr^  avec  la  verite, 

you 
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you  muft  know  that,  according  to  the  Ro* . 
man  catholic  doftrine,  St.  Peter  came  to 
Rome,  and  w^s  the  firi):  pope  there ;  and 
that  from  his  to  our  day?  there  has  been  a 
continual  uninterrupted  fucceffion  of  them. 
Indeed,  at  firft  they  confefs  they  had  only 
the  title  of  bi(hops  of  Rome,  but  affirm  their 
authority  was  the  fanie  as  it  is*  at  prefent,  and 
the  only  difference  was  in  the  name.  I  can 
not  now  avoid  adding,  as  I  imagine  you  may 
have  never  Jeen  it,  what  Voltaire  fsiys  in  the 
fame  poem  concerning  the  ftate  of  England 
during  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth.  Henry 
the  third  of  France  fends  Henry  of  Bourbon 
to  her  court  to  defire  affiftance  againft  the 
League.  Upon  his  arrival  in  England  there 
are  the  following  verfes. 

En  rpy^t  PAngleterre,  en  fccrct  il  admire 
he  changement  heureux  de  ce  puiiTant  empire, 
Ou  Tetemel  abus  de  tant  de  fages  loix 
Fit  longtems  le  malheur  et  du  Peuple  et  des  Rois. 
Sur  ce  fanglant  Theatre  ou  cent  Heros  perirent, 
Sur  ce  TJ^6ne  gliifant,  done  cent  Roi?  deigeudirent, 

Une 
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Uoe  fcixune  4  iear  pieds  eochainaht  les  deflinst 

De  I'eclat  de  fon  regne  etoonait  les  bumauis. 

C^'etait  Elizabeth,  elle  dont  la  prudence 

De  TEurope  k  for^  choix  -fit  pancher  la  balance^ 

St  fit  aimer  ibo  joYig  k  I'Aoglois  indompt^, 

Qui  Be  peut  oi  fervir,  ni  vivrc  en  libertc, 

Ses  Peuples  fous  fon  regne  ont  oubUe  leurs  pertes  j 

De  leiirs  troupeaux  leconds  leurs  plaines  font  couveites, 

Les  giierets  d<  leur  bleds  les  mere  de  leurs  vafleaux. 

lis  font  craints  fur  la  terce,  iU  foi\t  Roii  fur  les  eauz^ 

Leur  flott^  imperieufe  afferviflant  Neptune, 

Des  bouts  de  TUnivers  apelle  la  fortune. 

Ix)ndres  jadis  barb^re  eft  le  centre  des  Artsj 

Le  magaein  du  monde,  et  le  Temple  de  Mart. 

Aux  murs  de  Wellminfler.on  voit  paroitre  en&mb{e 

Tijois  pouvoirs  etonnes  du  noeud  qui  les  ralTemble, 

Les  deputes  du  Peuple,  et  lc«  Grands,  zfid  le  Roi, 

Diviffe  d^nter^t,  rcunis  par  k  Loi ; 

Tons  trois  i^embres  fajcr^es  de  ce  corps  iavbcibleit 

DaDg/eireux  h  lux  meme,  a  fes  voifins  terrible. 

Heureux,  lorfque  le  Peuple,  inftruit  dans  fon  devoiif 

Refpede  autant  qu*  il  doit,  le  fouverairi  pouvoir. 

Plus  heureux,  lorfqu'  un  Roi^  doux,  jufte,  et  politique 

Reipede  autant  qu*  il  doit,  la  libcrte  publique. 

Ah !  ^cria  Bourbon,  ^rand  pourront  les  Francais 

Reunir  comme  vous  la  gloire  ayec  la  paix. 

Quel  example  pour  vous,  Monarquesr  de  la  Terre, 

Une  femme  a  ferme  les  portes  dela  guerre, 

Et  renvoyant  chez  vous  la  difcorde  ctlHiorreurj^ 
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D^iin  Peuplcy  qui  ITadore,  elle  a  fiut  le  bonhciir. 
pependant  il  arrive  k  cette  ville  immenie, 
fhx  la  liberte  feule  cDtreticfit  Pabondanoe. 
Du  Vainqueur  des  Anghis  il  aperc6it  la  Tour, 
]Plus  loin  d'  Elizabeth  eft  Taugofte  fejour. 
Spiyi  de  Mopaiy  feul  il  va  trouyer  la  Reine,  &c« 

.     B^  the    conqueror    of   the    Englifh,  |>c 
pieang  king  \yillianj  the  firft. 
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LETTER  X. 

I 

^ome,  half  after  ii,  morningt 
Sunday,  April  12^^  1761* 

X  H  A  V  E  been  to  take  half  an  hours  \y^alk 
in  the  garden  belonging  to  Villa  Medici, 
The  late  rains  have  made  the  country  very 
pleafant.  The  morning  is  fine.  The  birds 
were  hailing  the  advancing  fpring.  Under- 
neath jny  view,  lay  all  Rome,  with  St. 
Peter's,  towering  above  the  reft  of  the  build-r 
ings*  Beyond  it  was  a  ridge  of  hills,  inter- 
fperfed  with  trees  and  houfes,  which  gave 
a  pleafing  teririination  to  the  prbfpeft,  In^ 
deed  fome  part  of  them  was  bare,  and  to 
fuch  a  degree,  that,  as  the  late  fallen  rain 
had  not  yet  had  its  effeft,  they  looked  rather 
brown,  than  green.  But  the  tr^es  about 
Villa  Madama,  made  up  for  the  want  of 
them  in  other  places.     After  having  taken 

feveral 
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feveral  turns  among  fhady  alleys,  (the  (hade 
produced  by'  no  lefs  a  plants  than  bays  or 
laurel,)  I  returned  home.  The  Turks,  they 
fay,  are  arming  to  attack  Malta,  upon 
account  of  their  not  reftoring  the  (hip 
which  the  Haves  brought  ixitO  their  port, 
I  (hould  think,  they  would  rather  turn  theii: 
arms  againft  Egypt^  which  has  revolted. 
Be  it  as  it  may,  they  will  not  be  ready  foon^ 
and  it  is  reported,  that  when  the  Grand 
Signior  came  to  examine  his  fleet,  he  found 
miny  of  the  (hips  old  and  unfit  for  fervice, 
and  that  his  workmen  are  only  now  cutting 
down  the  timber,  to  build  others  to  replace 
them.  We  have  had  a  paper  handed  here 
about  Rome,  which  they  fay  came  by  the 
way  of  France.  It  is  the  edi£t  of  the  Grand 
Signior,  for  the  aflemblage  of  his  fleet  to 
attack  Malta.  You  will  fee  it  is  a  burlefquc 
to  laugh  at  the  Maltefe,  and  the  invention 
of  fome  fooli(h  Italian.  Such  as  it  is,  I 
will  tranflate  it  to  you. 


4< 
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^*  The  maiiifeftoi  pubJifhed  by  the  grand 
^'^Signior,  throughout  all  his  empire^  and 
^  particularly  in  the  city  of  Tunis,  to  the 
"  fourul  of  trumpets^  tymbals,  and  plates 
^  of  filver,  from  whence  a  copy  has  been 
**  fent  by  father  Jeronymo  da  Gomo  Gapu- 

ehin  Miffionary; 


<i 


»< 
•< 


<«« 


,  ^  Muftapha,  emperor,  and  mafl:  powerful 
**  Ottoman  fultan,  fon  and  liephew  of  God^ 
'king  of  the  Turks,  of  Greece,  Perfiaj 
Phrygia,  Bithynia,  Gappadocia,  Pamphy- 
lia,  of  the  greater  and  leffer  Egypt,  of 
Armenia  and  Arabia^  lord  of  the  greateft 
"^  part  of  Europe^  Afia^  and  Africa,  fkncti- 
^*  :fied  head  of  the  .tltngy  of  Mahomet^ 
!**  'guardian  of  ihe  fepulchre  of  the  JWefiiah, 
^?  the  igreateft^reconaperiee  of  the  faithful^ 
'**  king  of  kings,  fovereign  prince  sibove 
-'^  all  princes  in  the  world,  terror  and  fcourge 
**'  of  all'-CbriiiianS|  ineftknable  hope  of  the 
*'  Ottomans^  the  prefelous  ftone^  the  faered 
"  jewel,  and  moft  trettiendous  king* 

'*  The 
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The  eternal  and  immortal  memory  of 
*'  the  great  fultan  Amurath,  Grand  Signior 
•^  of  the  Turks,  our  predeceflbr  and  heloved 
'*  brother,  had  always  in  his  thoughts  to 
*'  deprive  the  Chriftians  of  the  little  rock 
*^  belonging  to  the  knights  of  Malta,  and  to 
deftroy  their  galleys,  upon  account  of  the 
common  hurt  they  do  in  our  feas,  but 
**  while  the  before  mentioned  Grand  Signior 
•*  Amurath,  was  putting  his  intended  ex* 
**  ploits  into  execution,  the  angel  of  death 
**  cut  them  (hort,  fo  that  he  could  only 
"  leave  to  us  by  teftament,  the  obligation 
**  of  executing  what  hedefired.  Till  ik>w  in- 
"  deed,  we  have  not  Ihewn  ourfclves  iblicitous 
**  to  efFeduate  his  intentions,  but  fpurred 
*'  at  prefent  by  the  difdain  conceived  againft 
•*  thfe  knights,  and  their  favourers,  iipon 
*^  account  of  the  bad  treatment  ufed  towards 
*'  our  Ihips,  to  oiar  no.  fmall  dlfpleafure, 
"  upon  this  accoiunt,  coming  to  a  proper 
*'  refolution,  we  order, 

''  That 
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**  Thjlf  in  virtue  of  this  edift,  all  o\it 
•*  fubjedls  elo  appear  in  Conftantinople  with 
**  their  galleys,  within  all  the  mcx)n  of 
**  March,  and  that  the  galleys  of  our  mod 
**  copious  atfenal,  and  the  veflels  found  iii 
*'  our  extenfive  dominions^  do  arrti  and 
**  come,  within  the  prefcribed  term,  to 
*'  our  before  mentioned  capital,  in  otdef 
*  "  to  be  ready,  under  pain  of  our  indigna- 
**  tion,  to  imbark  our  army,  which  is  t6 
*'  become  the  terror  of  the  utaiverfe,  and 
•'  the  utter  defolation  of  the  Chriftians^  fot 
**  the  fun,  the  moon,  and  the  ftars,  in 
**  wonder  at  the  multitude  of  our  galleys 
"  and  veffels,  (hall  be  obfcured,  by  the  fre^ 
**  quent  firing  of  our  bombs,  while  the  fi(fi, 
^*  half  dead  with  affright,  (hall  hide  them* 
•*  felves  in  the  moft  retired  profundities  of  the 
**  ocean  ;  the  animals  of  the  earth  flink 
"  into  their  woods  and  forefts,  and  the  trees, 
'*  rooted  up  by  the  thunder  of  our  artillery, 
deplore  their  faded  honors.  From  this, 
our  inevitable   power,    Chriftianity   (hsill 

"  pirOvq 
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^*  prbve  the  efFedls  of  the  anger  conceivecl 
^^  by  us,  for  the  lofs  of  our  galeoii.'* 

Some  Italian  has  written  under  the  ItaUan 
copy  of  this  Turkifli  declaration,  the  two 
foUo^^ing  lines,  which  if  they  fliew  nothing 
elfe,  will  at  leaft  give  a  fpecimen  of  the 
venom  which  the  Italians  bear  in  their 
breads  againfl:  the  Turks. 

Trace  infame,  tanto  crudel  orgoglio 
UabbalTer^  quel  difprezzato  fcoglioi 

which    is    fomething  like  what  follows  in 
EngliOi. 

^*  Infamous  Thracian,  that  fo  much  de- 
^*  fpifed  rock  of  Malta,  fliall  humble  thy 
^*  cruel  haughtinefs/' 

Now  you  have  read  this  declaration,  I 
dare  fay  there  is  no  reafon  for  me  to  tell 
you,  that  it  muft  be  fpurious.     The  ridicu-* 

VpL.  Ill,  '      H  loufnefs 
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loufiiefs  of  the  ftyle  alone,  is  enough  to  con-* 
fute  it.     True ,  it  is,  that  the  Turks  have  ^ 
high-flown  didion,  but  this  is  mafty  notes 
above  any  thing  that  has  ever  yet  been  heard. 
And  yet,    notwithftanding  all  its  bombaft. 
It  Is  lilly,  ftupid,  and  flat.     You  may  con- 
fider  then;  what  I  have  faid  hitherto  con- 
cerning the  Turks,  as  a  fable,     T^at   the 
Maltefe  however,    afe  ipaking  preparations 
for  defence,  and  have  recalled  their  knights, 
is  certain  •     That  is,  not  all  of  thepni,  but 
thofe  of  younger  date,  who  have  ftill  cara- 
vans to  perform,    which  confift   generally, 
m   cruizing  on    board   the    Maltefe     fhips 
againfl  the  Turks,  hut  pow,  I  fupppfe,  all 
the  caravanifters  will  remain  ftationed  in  the 
ifland.      Indeed  I  believe  they  never   meet 
the  enemy,  af  leaft  we  never  hear  of  any 
knights  of  Malta,  either  killed  ojp  tak^Q, 

To  have  a  tfve  idea  of  this  or^ejr,  you 
muft  confider  them,  as  fo  many  military 
friers.     Their  origin,   v^as  merely  that  of 

keepin  g 
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keeping  an  hofpital  at  Jerufalem,  for  the  pil- 
grims who  vifited  the  holy  fepulchre  in  the 
time  of  the  cnifades.     As  thefe  were  often 
opprefled  and  robbed  by  the  Turks,  in  coming 
to  Jerufalem,  they  took  upon  them  likewife 
to  defend  them.     After  the  lofs  of  the  holy 
land,    they  conquered   Rhodes,    and,    upon 
being  driven  from  thence  by  the  vidorious 
arms  of  Soliman  the  fecond,  finally  fettled 
at  Malta,  which  was  ceded  to  them  by  the 
emperor  Charles  the  fifth.    Thofe  who  have 
profcfled,  that  is,    who  have  taken  all  the 
oaths,  and  enjoy  commendas,  or  benefices, 
^re  pretty  much  under  the  fame  reftriftion 
as   friers,  and  they  make  the  monaftic  vows 
of  poverty,    chaftity,   and  obedience.      But 
the  troop  of  them  you  fee  about  Italy,  are 
thofe  who  have  only  performed  their  cara- 
vans, and  got  the  crofs*     Now  it  is  thefe 
that  are  recalled,  for  I  believe  moft  of  the 
others    are    always    injiabitants   of   Malta. 
To  prove  you  the  truth  of  this  call  from 
M^lta,  I  will  trauflate  you  that  of  Ppn  Sifto 
H  *  Cef^rini, 
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Cefarina,  aii  acquaintance  of  mine,  from 
which  you  may  have  an  idea  of  all  the  reft,  as 
they  are  pretty  much  alike.  The  fervants 
they  bring,  are  to  be  above  eighteen  years 
old,  that  they  may  he  able  tp  bear  arms« 
It  is  as  follows. 

Signor  Cavalier  Don  Sifto  Cefarini, 

From  the  Grand  Prioratej, 
April  I,  1 761. 
**  In  order  that  your  moft  illujlriousjigmr^. 
^^  Jhip  may  fet  out  immediately  for  Malta, 
•^  to  perform  your  caravans,  and  exercife 
**  the  employs  that  (hall  there  be  committed 
to  you,  the  moft  eminent  grand  mafter, 
together  with  his  venerable  council,  have 
**  ordered  cardinal  Colonna,  grand  prior,  to 
**  intimate  to  yQu,  in  virtue  of  holy  obedi- 
"  ence,  as  he  does  by  this  prefent  letter,  to 
'*  fet  out  immediately,  in  order  to  go  to  the 
**  convent  at  Malta,  together  with  as  many 
^*  fervants  as  you  pleafe,  provided  they  are 

**  above 
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•'  above  eighteen  years  old,  and  are  provided 
*'  with  proper  arms. 

"  Cardinal  Colonna,  having  thus  per- 
^'  formed  the  injunctions  laid  upon  him, 
*'  and  nothing  doubting  but  you  will  not 
"  neglefl:  to  fulfil  thofe  at  prefent  bid  upon 
*'  you,  andincreafethe  merit  of  them  towards 
*^  his  eminence^  by  your  fpeedy  obedience, 
*'  the  cardinal  nothing  doubting  this,  pro- 
''  feffeshimfelf,  &c. 


H  3  LET- 
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Thurfday,  April  i6,  1761.  Rome, 
half  after  i  in  the  afternoon. 

X-i  AST  night,  at  a  lady's  houfe,  the  com- 
pany entered  into  a  long  converfation  with 
regard  to  the  affairs  of  Portugal.  There 
was  a  gentleman  made  me  laugh*  We 
were  talking  about  the  Jefuits,  and  whether 
they  were  guilty  or  not  of  the  attempt  to 
affaffinate  his  faithful  majefty.  We  agreed, 
that  tho'  fome  might  have  been  engaged  in  the 
plot,  the  whole  body  could  not.  * '  I  am  fure, 
**  at  leaft/'  fays  the  gentleman,  '*  they  could 
*^  never  have  had  any  thing  to  do  in  the 
**  way-laying  of  the  king,  the  night  of  the 
**  third  of  September,  for  if  they  h^d,  they 
^'  would  have  done  it  better.'* 

-,  .  I  havo 
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Friday,  April  17,  I2atho0n. 

I  have  been  this  morning  ttampling  about 
Rom^.  It  was  pretty  warm  J  for  as  the 
bad  weather  h  now  over,  the  futi  begins  to 
exert  his  force.  I  wfent  as  far  as  the  tri- 
umphal arch  of  Conftantine  the  great,  which 
ftands  near  the'  Flavian  amphitheatre.*  It 
was  ere£ted  for  his  viftofy  over  Mdxentius, 
who  had  feized  the  Weftern  Empire,  but  was 
defeated  at  the  Pons  Milvius,  and,  with  many 
of  his  troops,  faidto  have  been  drowned  in  the 
Tyber,  as  the  bridge  broke  In  their  flight. 
It  was  before  this  engagement  that  Conftan- 
tine IS  reported  to  have  feen  the  miraculous 
vifion  of'  the  crofs,  with  the  words,  "  By 
"  this  fign  fhalt  thou  Conquer,"  written 
over  it.  This  is  a  prodigy  ftrpngly  attefted 
by  Eufebius  and  other  ecclefiaftical  writers, 
but  the  view  of  the  arch  I  have  been  con- 
templating this  morning  ftaggers  my  belief. 
It  would  be  reafonable  to  expeft  fome  mark 
upon,  it  acknowledging  the  immediate  in* 
H  4  terpo-». 
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terpofition  of  Heaven  in  Coaftan tine's  faVor* 
But  I  found  none,  except  you  think  it  ex- 
preffed  in  the  infcription,  which  fays,  *'  that 
**  Conftantine  conquered  the  tyrant  by  the 
*'  influence  of  the  Deity/*  (inftindu  Divi- 
tiitatis^)  a  ftyle  never  before  ufed  by  the 
Romans ;  but  then  the  v^hole  is  fpoiled  by 
tvhat  is  added  afterwards,  **  that  he  did  it 
**  likewife,  by  the  gfeatnefs  of  his  own 
•'  mind,'*  (magnitudine  mentis,)  which  does 
not  feem  a  very  proper  expreffion  for  a 
newly  converted  Chriftian^  Befides,  there 
appear  to  be  Pagan  reprefentations  upon 
niore  than  one  of  the  bafs  reliefs;  however, 
in  anfwer  to  this,  a  gentleman  informs  me, 
from  what  authority  I  know  not,  that  this 
arch  was  made  up  and  adorned  from  the  ruins 
of  various  other  places.  Near  this  arch  is  one 
of  a  lefs  fize,  in  honor  of  Vefpaiian's  conqueft 
over  the  Jews,  by  his  fon  Titus.  It  is 
famous  for  having  fome  of  the  facred  utenfils 
of  the  Jews,  as  the  golden  candleftick,  &c. 
carved  upon  the  fides  of  it,  but  they  arealmoft 

effaced. 


\- 
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eiFaced.  The  Flavian  amphitheatre,  which 
is  adjoining  to  both  the  former  antiquities^ 
IB  one  of  the  nobleft  remains  of  ancient 
ftruaure*  It  is  now  called  the  Coloffeo, 
and  its  venerable  ftones 

— -fpirant  adhuc  imperiofo  mlnas# 

It  was  erefted  by  Flavius  Vefpafian,  and  was 
heretofore  the  refort  of  multitudes  to  fee  the 
cruel  diverfion  of  gladiators  fighting  with  each 
other,  or  men  contending  with  wild  beafts, 
of  which  immenfe  quantities  wgre  brought 
from  Africa  for  the  diverfion  of  the  capital. 
•  Many  martyrs  are  likewife  fuppofed  to  have 
perifhed  here,  when  pagan  Rome  firfl  drew 
the  fword  againft  infant  Chriftianity*  But 
^  whatever  cruelties  may  have  been  iexercifed 
in  its  arena,  the  furrounding  building  is 
great  and  noble,  and  ftrikes  a  modern  with 
thoughts  of  the  inferiority  of  our  pre- 
fent  places  of  entertainment.  You  have 
often  feen  it  in  paintings,  tho'  nothing  but 

itfelf 
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Itfelf  can  give  an  idea  of  its  vaftnefs.  NojE 
above  a  tjiird  of  its  circumference  is  per- 
fed: ;  however,  from  thence  an  idea  is  eafi- 
ly  formed  of  what  the  whole  was,  when 
it  was  compleat.  The  popes  have  pulled 
down  a  great  part  to  raife  the  modern  edi- 
fices of  Rome ;  and  the  Barberini  family 
being  the  principle  deftroyers,  caufed  this 
faying  againfl:  them, 

Qyod  non  fecerunt  Barbari,  feceriint  Barberiiii. 


LET- 
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LETTER         XII. 

Home,  Sunday,  April  19,  1761^ 
half  after  1 1  in  the  morning. 

A  W I  L  L  now  tranflate  you  the  moft 
effential  part  of  the  account  publifhed  by 
the  court  of  Rome  concerning  the  expulfion 
of  cardinal  Acciaiuoli,  the  pope's  nuncio, 
from  Portugal,  and  the  difmiffion  of  the 
commendator  d'Almada,  the  Portuguefe  en- 
voy, from  this  city.  Tho'  you  may  have  feen 
the*  Portuguefe  account,  I  dare  fay  that  of 
the  holy  fee  has  not  come  to  your  hands. 

*/  The  fixth  of  the  month  of  June  1760, 
'*  the  marriage  between  the  moft  ferene  in- 
*'  fant  Don  Pedro,  and  *hc  moft  ferene 
"  Donna  Maria  Francifca,  princefs  of  the 
^*  Brazils,  was  celebrated  unexpeftedly  in 
^*  the  city  of  Lifbon.  Notice  was  given 
I  '  "  of 


of  this  joyful  event,  not  only  to  all  th^ 
ambafladors  of  foreign  courts,  but  even 
to  all  minifters  of  inferior  rank^  by  a 
meffage  from  Don  Lewis  da  Cunha ^  fecre- 
tary  of  ftate  for  foreign  affairs.  This 
attention,  however,  was  not  ufed  towards 
cardinal  Acciaiuoli^  who  ftill  refided  ia 
that  court  with  the  charafter  of  apofto- 
lical  nuncio.  His  eminence'*  (a  title  given 
to  all  cardinals,)  "  clearly  faw  that  this 
omiffion  was  on  purpofe  to  offend,  not 
only  his  private  perfon,  but  his  public 
charafter.  He  had  not,  indeed,  received  for 
along  time  that  refpeft,  which  was  due 
to  him  from  the  court,  confidering  him 
either  as  a  nuncio  or  as  a  cardinal.  But 
while  he  could  think,  or  force  his  imagi-* 
nation  to  believe,  that  thefe  flights  regard- 
ed his  private  perfon  only,  he  fuffered  and 
diflfembled  every  thing  with  a  mofl  unpa- 
ralelled  patience.  As  foon,  however,  as  he 
found  the  dignity  of  his  prince,  the  fupreme 
head  of  the  church,  offended  in  the  pre- 

>  '*  fen^ 
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'^  fent  coajunfture,  by  an  affront  fo  public 
^'  to  the -whole  city,  he  judged  there  wa$ 
^*  no  longqr  room  for  diffimulation.  Aftet 
^^  having  refle<9:ed  upon  what  would  be  thfc 
^*  readieft  means  of  preventing  the  impend-^ 
**  ing  diforders,  he  went  to  Don  Lewis  da 
♦*  Cunha,  the  fecretary,  and  complained  of 
♦'  the  meffage  not  having  been  fent  to  him, 
*'  which  all  the  other  minifters  had  received. 
**  Don  Lewis  anfwered  him  by  faying,  that 
^'  the  meffage  he  had  fent  to  the  other 
^*  minifters  was  not  to  inform  them  of  the 
♦•  royal  marriage,  but  to  inftrudl  them  of 
^*  the  rank  and  order  they  ought  to  obferve 
^*  in  the  prefent  conjunfture,  in  their  ap'- 
^'  j)earance  at  court,  which  his  eminence 
♦*  not  being  able  to  do,*'  (He  was  forbid  the 
court  upon  account  of  the  previous  difputes 
about  the  Jefuits.)  *'  the  meffage  became 
"  fuperfliious.  His  eminence  anfwered,  that 
^^  the  meffage  fent  to  the  other  foreign 
•*  minifters  contained  two  parts ;  firft,  an 
**  intimatjbn  of  the  marriage,  and  then  the 

"  method 
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^*  method  they  ought  to  obferve  in  receiving 
^^  their  refpeftive  audiences;  and  the'  the 
^*  latter  did  not  concern  the  nuncio,  as  he 
♦^  could  not  appear  at  court,  a  participa- 
^^  tion  of  the  former  ought  to  have  been 
**  granted  him  as  well  as  other  foreign 
**  minifters.  The  note  fent  to  all  the  other 
'^  foreign  minifters  was  as  follows. 


'*  From  die  palace,  June  6,  jj6o^ 

**  The  affurancehis  majefty  has  of  the  part 

his majefty  takes  in  every  thing  that 

concerns  the  welfare  of  his  royal  houfe, 
obliges  him  to  embrace  the  opportunity , of 
^^  the  very  l^our  of  the  celebration  of  matri- 
^^  mony  between  the  moft  ferene  princefs  of 
•*  the  Braj^ils  and  the  moft  ferene  infant  Don 
**  Pedro,  to  declare  to  the  aforefaid  monarch 
•*  this  joyful  notice,  which  by  order  of  his 
^*  majefty  I  communicate  to  your  excellency, 
^'  acquainting  you  of  my  fending  away  an 
^^  exprefs  with  thefe  news  to  your  court,  in 

•^  cafe 


4€ 


ITALY,    GERMANY,    &c.    laj 

•*  cafe  your  excellency  has  any  occafion  of 
^*  tranfinittiugdifpatchesby  it.  And  as  upon 
^^  this  occaiion  their  majefties  and  highnefles 
^^  intend  to  give  audience  to  all  ambafTadors 
**  and  public  minifters,  they  will  appear  to 
^*  receive  jt  according  to  the  antiquity  of  the 
**  prefentatipn  of  their  credentials.  In  any 
^^  thing  that  I  can  do  that  may  be  agreeable 
♦*  to  your  excellency ,  you  may  entirely  com- 
•*  mand  me.  Heaven  guard  your  excellency 
f  ^  many  years » 

^'  I  remain 

^^  Your  excellency's 
<^  moft  obfequious  and 
^^  obliged  fervant, 

^*  Pon  Lewis  da  Cunha* 

♦'  Cardinal  Acciaiuoli,  after  thefe  repre-» 
^^  fentations  made  'to  Don  Lewis  da  Cunha, 
**  continued  to  entreat  hinj  in  more  exprefs 
^*  terms  not  to  oblige  him  to  abftain  from 
.**  thofe  pubhc  demonftrations  of  joy,  which 
*'  tji^fe  lyas  no  perfpn  mpre  defiroys  thaa 

**  him* 
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♦*  himfelf  of  (hewing  for  an  event  fo  greatly 
♦^  to  the  fatisfaftion  of  the  royal  family  of 
^*  Portugal,  and  of  the  whole  nation.  Don 
^*  Lewis  promifed  to  reprefent  to  his  moft 
^*  faithful  majefty  the  inftances  that  his 
**  eminence  had  made  him,  and  fend  him 
^^  an  anfwer  to  them*  But  this  anfwer  did 
^^  not  pom^  all  that  day,  nor  the  day  after, 
^'  So  that  his  eminence,  the  three  appointed 
♦*  nights  of  the  feyenth,  eighth  and  ninth 
^*  of  June,  abftained  from  illuminating  his 
^*  palace  in  the  manner  that  tl^e  other  am- 
^*  baff^dors  did  theirs.  In  order,  however, 
^*  tq  make  up  for  the  inattentipn  he  had 
^*  been  obliged  to  fliew,  he  went  to  the 
^*  Co^nt  of  St.  Loren?:Q,  firft  gentleman  of 
"  the  bedchamber  to  the  pioft  ferene  infant 
*^  Don  Pedro,  and  begged  him  to  make 
^*  his  refpedful  excufes  to  the  royal  coupki 
**  and  tell  them  the  real  oaufe  of  the  negled 
**  he  had,  without  his  fault,  been  obliged 
**  to  fhew.  No  perfon  belonging  to  the 
♦'  court  or  miniilry  complained  to  the  car? 

<^  dinal 
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^^  dinal  of  his  behaviour.    Neither  did  th0 

^  public,  who  knew  the  iaufe  of  it,  give     - 

^'  any  fign  of  their  difapprobation,   either 

*'  during  the  three  days  of  common  feftivity, 

*^  or  afterwards.     In  this  interval  hia  emi»^ 

nence    continued    living  in  tranquillity^ 

^^  and  as.  he  was  not  confcious  of  .having 

**  been  wanting  in   his, duty,  he  rpfigjtied 

^*  himfelf  to  the  ftate  of  the  times.     The 

^*  mornmg  of  the  fifteenth,  which  fell  oa 

'*  a  fuiiday,  .about  the  hour  of  nine  of  the 

"  foreign  clqck  or  twelvje  of  the  Italian,  as  his 

**  emhience  was  getting  himfelf  ready  to    . 

**  celebrate  the  holy  mafs,    a  commiflary 

*'  of  the  ftate  office,  by  name  John  Galvas, 

**  together  with  the  brigadier  Don  Lewift 

*^  deMendonza,  came  in  a  hurry  to  his  houfc, 

*' .  and  defired  tp  fpeak  to  him.     In  the  meau 

^'  time  his  palace  was  invefted  by  a  number 

"  of  foldiers,   who  had   alfo    entered  and 

^\  difperfed^  themfelves  about  the  gardens, 

**  The  two  before  mentioned  perfons  being 

•  Vol.  IlL  I  ♦♦  admitted^ 
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^*  admitted,   the  former  of  them  gave  his 
•«  emkicnGe  the  the  following  letter-. 

?*  His  m4jcfty  making  trfe  of  that  j,uft  royal 
and  fiipreme  power  given  him  by  all  laws, 
in  order  to  maintain  the  fovereign  autho- 
rity utiviolated,  and  preferve  his  vaffals 
from  fcandals  prejudicial  to  the  public 
tranquillity  of  his  kingdom;  oirder^  me  to 
*^  intimate  to  your  eminence,  that,  upon 
*^  the  immediate  receipt  of  this  letter,  your 
eminence  muft  depart  from  this  city^  and, 
cfoffing  the  Tagus,  go,  forthwith,  by  the 
^*  ftreighteft  road  out  of  thefe  kingdoms, 
**  within  the  precife  term  of  four  days* 

**  One  of  the  royal  equipages  is  ready,  on 
^  the  oppofite  (hore  of  the  Tagus  to  your 
^  eminency's  houfe  of  habitation,  for  the 
•*  decent  conveyance  of  your  eminence, 

*^  And  in  order  that  your  embience  may 
♦^  purfue  your  journey^   without  danger  of 

receiving 
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*^  tft^Giymg  anj  ictfuksp  contrary  t<f  the  pro- 
?^  tei^ion  sirhich  the  Itnmunity  of  your 
^^  chara^er  fltaU  always  find  in  the  domi^ 
*^  nioos  of  hi$  mtj^Ayf  ^  bu  commanded; 
^*  that  y<Ki  ihall  be  sccoiQpuwd  to  thefiron- 
**  tiers  of  ^hi«  Ipioe^tn,  by  »  fuiBcient 
^'  njulitary  ijuard.  I  b?g  yow  jeminence 
'^  wop^d  command  me,  yi  s^y  thing  2  P^n 
"  do  for  youf  fervice^  jHlpayenpreferyegwour 
♦*  eminence  for  many  years*    i  remaia 

T-         1.   T>  1       ^    ^^y^  'TOofi  obfeqwms 
From  the  Palace,]  ^    ' 

*.   T»r...    w*,^^     r     humble  fcrvant, 
14  June,  1 700,  J  ^ 

Don  jLewis  da  Cunha* 

,•*  Cardinal  Acciaiuoli,  after  having  read 

^*  the  foregoing  letter,  defircd  time  to  write 

**  a  note  to  the  fecretary  of  ftate,  but  it  was 

^*  not  granted  him.     He  then  defired  the 

••  fliort  <f  ace  of  time,  to  be  able  to  hear 

*•  mafs,  but  that  was  aHb  refufed  him,  and 

^*  he  was  obliged  to  drefs  himfelf  immedi- 

«'  ately.     He   then  called  thofe  few  fervants 

**  that  weije  moft  neceffary  to  him,    and 

I  2  ^*  having 
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*^',having  duly  protei3:e<l  again!):  the  violcaca 
^*  ufed  to  his  facred  pct^forial  oharaiier,    aa 
^*  well  at  to  that  of  a    public    minifter, 
^  always  refpc6bed  in  the  perfori  of  ambafla-* 
♦*  dors  of  princes;  he  followed  the  pfficers; 
^*  as  he  was  qbliged  to  do,  and  entered  with 
^*  them  into  the  royad  barks,  whirh  carried 
*'  his  eminence  acrafs  the  Tagus,     On  tKc 
♦*  other  iidc,  he  found  fome  bad  equipages 
^*  waiting  for  him,  which  he  got  into,  and 
**  began  his  journey,  accompanied  by  thirty" 
*^  dragoons,  which,  indeed,  had  been  given 
^*  him    under    colour    of    preferving  hin^ 
•**  from  infults,  but  were,  in  reality,  to  guard 
^*  him,  as  if  he  had  been  a  prifoner.     They 
''  paffed  the  fortreffes  of  Eftreroos  and  Elvas^ 
^*  without  his  eminence  receiving  any  of  th^ 
*'  ufual  honor?.      After  five  days  journey, 
^*  he  came  to  th^.  frontiers  qf  3pain,  where 
^*  his  guard  abandoned  him,     Upon  his  arri- 
*^  yalat  Badajoz,"  (the  firft  town  m  Spain,) 
^*  lie  received  fo  many  marks  of  atteutioij 
f^  jmd  ppUt^nefs  from  the  officer,  who  epm^ 
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*^"  manded  th^t  garrifoDt  that  they  made  up, 
•'  in  fome:  meafure, .  for  the  difgufts.  and 
'^  difagreaable  treatment  be  had  hitherto 
«  fuffered*     . 

**  It  13  not  at  pfelent  our  bufinefs  to  exa- 
^*  mine  the  caule  and  manner  of  the  expulfiott 
"  of  the  pope*s  nuncio  from  ti^e  court  of  a 
"  catholic  prince.  That  may.  be  the  work  of 
**  fbme  other  time,  and  fome. other  pert, 
"  But  this  preliminary  hiftory  was  iieceflary 
**  to  what  we  are  going  to  fay.  .  While  thefe 
thhigs  happened  in  Portugal,  in  the  fpace 
of  a  few  days  four  couriers  came  to  the 
Portuguefe  minifter  plenipotentiary  at 
"  Rom<?^  the  Commendator  d'Almada.*'  (I 
need  not  tell  yon  that  commendator  is  a  title 
belonging  to  perfons  who  have  commendas^ 
Or  benefices,  from  any  order  of  knighthood.) 
**  Two  of  the  couriers  arrived  on  the  21ft; 
**  one  on  the  28th,  and  the  fourth  on  the 
"  30th  of  the  month  of  June.  All  Rome 
*•  was  in  great  anxiety,  to  know  what  news 

I  3  ^     *'  thel!e 
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*•  theiS  repeated  meflfeti^er«  bfddglit^  Ir 
*'  was  6x)ii,  Kowevtr,  ktiowh  ill  general; 
^'  (t!ho'thefcommen3ifef  madetf^ 
**  o£  it)  that  they  brought  difagree^fe  news* 
*•  However,  at  laft,  in  the  afternoon  of  the 
3btH>  which  fell  oti  i  mdti^ay;  the  Com- 
nieridator  d'Alniada  begg^a  t&be  icfmitte^ 
*•  to  an  audience  of*  his  holiriefs*  His  holi* 
**  nefs,  being  bijfica  with  othef  dcCupatio^ns, 
'•  anfWered  that  fee  tm\^  n6i  ^rant  his 
•'"rcqueil,  till  the  fridiy  Mdwiiig.  The 
^^  tlommcndatbr  d'Aliiiaida  ivt6i&  ttfidfthef 
*^  note  tlie  jfattie  evening,  acquaititlhg  hii 
holiijefs  of  the  nedeflity  he  was  tihde*  of 
throwing  himfelf  ^t  his  feet;  before  tfiiirf- 
day,  the  day  ttie  Spiiiiih  and  Poituguefe 
**  couriers  let  oi^  with  the  letters  fer  tKbfe 
kingdoms;  which -was  gr^nt^d  him« 


4€ 


**  Thus  was  his  iiolinefs  prevailed  u^Oh  hf 

**  Commendator  d^Almada's  in  treaties  to  Ibr- 

/*  Ward  the  audience  he  was  to  give  hixri  bnly 

"  on  the  friday>  to  the  wedriefHay  morning, 

«*   ad 
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'^  id  JiHf  preceding^'  notw^hhikiyding  k 
•*  was  the  day  of  the  ordinary  ^^dience  of 
*^*  the  minifters  of  his  ftate>  and  notwith- 
ftandiag  cardinal  AccLaiuoii  had  nev^r  been 
able  to  obtain  one  from  his  Pojrtugueftt 
inajefty,  the*  be  had  feticited  it  £E>t  many 
^^  months. 

**  In  the  meaa  time,  bn  tufifday  the  Por^ 
^*  tugtieiib  and  Spanifli  letters  arrived,  and 
*'  thofe  from  Lilbon,  in  date  the  9th  of 
June,  brought  an  account  of  what  had 
pailed  with  regard  to  the  cardinal  nuncio 
till  that  day;  as,  his  not  having  been  in- 
•'  formed,  from  the  court,  of  the  marriage^ 
^*  a  civility  which  all  the  other  ambaffadors 
**  had  received,  the  reafons  of  the  refolutions 
"  he  made,  of  not  conforming  to  the  public 
^*  demohftrations  of  joy,  together  with  other 
•'  fadls,  which  aggravated  the  former  inat- 
*^  tehtiohs  he  had  received,  and  plainly  (hetved 
the  diipofition  of  the  fcoiirt  0f  Portugal, 

I  4  **  t« 
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**  to  ftill  further  difpleafe  and  injure  the  pon- 
•*  tifical  minifterl 

**  Upon  -account  of  thefe  motives  of  dif- 
'*  content,  his  hblinefs  thought  proper  to 
**  fufpend  the  giving  an  audience  to  the 
**  Commendator  d'Almada,  till  he  ihould  be 
^'  farther  informed  of  the  prefent  ftate  of 
*'  affairs  in  Portugal,  Accordingly,  mdu-, 
•*  fignior  chamberlain  fent  him  the  following 
•*  note. 


**  From  the  ante-chamber  of  our  hoi  jr 
**  father,  2d  July  1760. 


« 


JNTotwithftanding  inonlignior  cham- 
**  berlain  gave  part  yefterday  .  morning 
*'  to  tht  Commendator  d*Almada  of  his 
**  holinefs's  condefcending  to  anticipate 
**  his  audience,  he  is  obliged  to  fignify  to. 
•'  him,  at  prefent,  by  exprefs  order  from  his 
**  holinefs^  that  he  can  not  grant  him  the 

promifed 
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**  promifed  audience:,  this  mpruing,  trpoii 
^*  account  of  letters  ^arrived  yefterday  from' 
**  Lifbon,  by  the  ordinary  poft,  the  contents 
"  of  which  ihall  be  communicated  to  'his 
excellency,  by  fome  other  more  Opportune 
method.  Monfignior  chamberlaiti  defirei 
his  excellency  to  honor  him  with  hiS 
commands,^  which  he  (hall  obey  with  the 
utmoft  attention,  prolefliog  himfelf  to 
'^  be,  &c.  .  .;  . 

*V  Upon  receiving  this  melTage  from  the 
•*  pope,  the  Cdmmendatord'Almada  not  only 
'^  pafled  all  bounds  of  moderation,  but  even 
^  of  that  decency  which  ought  to  be  ob&fved 
"  in  their  own  territories  to  the  moft  infigni-^ 
**  ficant  fovereign  upon  the  face  of  the  earth; 
•*  He  diftributed  a  great  bundle  of  writings 
"  (that  he  had  prepared)  to  all  the  foareigii 
**  minifters,  acquainting  themr  at  the  fame 
**  time,  with  his  imminent  departure  froni 
"  the  court  of  Rome,    Thef?  fcandalous^nd 

"  tifefcfme 
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'V  lanfQim  papers  were  f9t^  ipre44  tbfoi^H 

<<  Wi  (So  uot  daink  it  it  ]preieiic  i^txitli 
<^  our  white  to  silifwer  all  that  is  badly 
^^  jumbled  tdg^tktr  in  the  vtrritings  diftri- 
^^  b\ii6i  bjr  the  Cdmineiidatar  d'Almada. 
^*  If  therfebeoceificm,  •<«  willifo  it  another 
^^  tiine;  It  is  en^ough  to  l&y,  that  there  b 
**  nothing  coniiftent  in  them^  but.  rciteraited 
•*  expreffions  of  the  obfequioufnefs,  and 
^  toaflatt  devotion  df  his&ithfui  liiajefty 
«<  to  tbe  holy  apofbikal  fee<  Ht&  lualinefi 
^'  is  ^Hy  ocmvifKed  of  it,  nocwlthibndiug 
^*  the  toodoft  of  bis  xhinifter  is  not  at  all 
^^  tMAnfofmabk  to  &ch  fendisi^fits*  Tfaei^e 
*^  arc,  fcefides,  mmy  good  maxims  inter-* 
•^  fper^d  ill  thefe  writing},  but  they  prove 
♦^  }vA  the  ccMitrary  to  what  they  were  de- 
^^  %]M(i.  Tfeeyprovfc^  to  the  naoft  evident 
V  demonltratipni  the  gxeat  condefbenfion  his 
f^^  boUneis  has  ihewn  to  his  majefty^s  de«i 
^^  jtnaods^  as  well  as  the  great  deiire  he  has 

<«  always 
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**  always  had   of  conforming  to  his  royal 
**  pleafure*  Indeed,  the  minifters  of  the  holjr 
**  fee  have  always  hatd,  and  alwayaf  will  havCf 
•*  for  his  moft  faithful  majefty  that  relpect 
•^  iind  veneration,  which  are  not  only  due  to 
**  every  crowned  head,    but  more  particu- 
larly to  a  king  fo  much  efteemed  by  the 
^*   holy  apoftoiical  fee,  as  well  upon  his  owi| 
*•  account,  as  foi*  the  great  deferts  of  hi« 
*^  auguft  anceftori.    In  Confequence  of  thefe 
*'  fincere    fentiments,    his  majefty*s  mini- 
•^  Iters  iKail  always  bfe  treated  with  relpect, 
^*  as  we  know  well  that  no  injury  can  be 
••  offered  to  a  triinifter,  in  minifterial  affairs, 
**  without  infultitig  the  fove^eign  at  the  iartie 
«  time/* 


LrET- 


t4<»         LETTERS    FftOM 


LETT    £    R       XIll. 

ft  ome,  I  i  o'clock  mormri^^ 
Monday,  April  ^^7,  .1761. 

X  O  continue  you  the  papal  account  of  the 
retreat  of  the  Commendator  d*Almada  frooi 
Romet 

*V  We  leave  it  to  the  refledion  o(  thofe 
/*  minifters,  to  whom  the  Commendator 
**  d'Almada  diftributed  hie  paper Sf  to  judge 
**  whefh^r  he  could  fpeak  in  the  manner  l^e 
*^  did  of  the  minifters  of  his  holinefs^  with* 
**  out^  at  the  fame  time,  highly  injuring  the 
'*  holy  father*  We  fhould  be  glad,  that 
**  they  would  decide  alfo,  whether  a  foreign 
**  minifter  has  the  privilege  of  declaring, 
**  that  he  will  not  tfeat  with  the  firft  minif- 
•*  ter  of  that  prince  to  whom  he  is  fent* 
•*  Hiftory  furnifties  us  with  many  examples, 

**  and 
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^  and  that  of  Portugal  with  fome  not  very 
^*  ancient,  of  a  courts  when  not  contented 
^*  with  the  minifter  fent  liy  a  foreign  prince, 
"  having  folkitec!,  and  obtained  his  being 
'*  recalled.  "This  is  cur  'tafe  with  regard 
'^  to  the  Commendator  d'Almada.  But  we 
**  ihall  not  fo  eafily  find  an  example  of  a 
'*  foreign  miniftef's  refufing  to  tte^t  with 
^'  the  principal  minifter  of  that  prince,  to 
*y  whom  he  is  feat.  Before  we  reftuiie  the 
"  thread  of  our  interrupted  narration,  we 
**  will  juft  hint,  that  we  think  it  probable 
'*  that  Commendator  d' Almada  himfelf  would 
**  have  dared  to  put  the  before  mentioned 
"  papers  ijito  his  boliqefs^s  hands,;  if  th^ 
"  defired  audicRce  had  been  granted  him, 
"  and  fo  infylt,  face  to  face,  the  pontifical 
^*  majefty*  The  tenor  of  the  \yritings,  as 
*^  well  j^s.the  ftrift  filence  he  obferved,  nqt 
*'  only  with- regard  to  the  court  minifters, 
"  but  even  towards  th^ofe  that  were  moft  inti»- 
**  mate  with  him^  flicw  that  .thefe  papers 
^-  were  diftritluted  with  an  intention  to  affront 
^  a  princf,  who  unites  }n  his  perfon,  the. 

^^  fcclefijifti^al 
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^^  ecclcfiafticd  md.cml  fovercigntjr-    Everf 
^^  perfoft  wiil  be  ^bJ/B  to  judge,  that  this  be- 
*^  haviaur  i»erked  due  refpotmeot.    How- 
^^  ev^r^   his  holinefs^  thp*  inj^^^ed  .c^  the 
^^-i*vbftance  of  the  wrijtings  diftrlhflsed  by 
^  the  Commendator  d'AIntada^as^welt  zs  of 
f '  the    indecent    ex£uliion  o£   his    nuncio 
^*  from  Lifbon,   yet,   making  ufo  Of  that 
^'  heroical  moderation  ^  natural  to   him, 
**  even   before  he  was  raifed  to  the   high 
**  pontificate,  the  holy  father,  1  fay,  upon 
^  thurCday  morning,  after  the  congregation 
•*  of  the  officers  of  the  holy    inquifition, 
*'  giving  the  ufual  audience  to  cardinal  Neri 
**  Corfini,  proteftor  of  the  crown  of  Portu- 
*'  gal,  entered  into   a  difcourfe  with   him 
concerning  the  depending  affairs  of  that 
^  kingdom.     His  eminence  faid^  he  had  not 
<*  yet  fcen  the^  writings  diftributed  by  the 
^*  Commendator  d'Almada.     He  then  pro- 
"  ceeded  to  declare,  the  various  pretenfions 
•*  made  by  that  minifter,  and  in  partidular, 
^  that   his    holinefs  fhould    appoint   Ibme 
'*' other  porfon,    in   the  room  of  cardinal 
:%  '/  Torrig- 


€€ 


ITALY,    GERMANY,    fee.     i^j 

^*  Torriggiani,  his  prindi|nl  umI  oxdigary 
^^  cninifler^  to  treat  with  him  amcofOAng 
^^  the  prdbat  ilate  of  jiS^in  m  J^t^g^ji,      ' 

•^  His  hoKnrfa,  j^ffly  «jffipncJc4  ?tf  ^c  J^Ci* 

^  going  Atangeprop«(iHic»  of  tiie^^^ 

^  3ator  d^Almada,.  not  only  xrjed^bd  ^  .^J?&i»' 

**  lyt^ly^  but,   ^s  he  was  periuii4e4  *heM 

'^  was  »o  difculSng  a^rs  any  lob^eir  pa^o* 

^'  ably  wikhjtke  afo^iaid  ooxinaftery  deck^red 

*^  he  would  treat  with  na  perio^  eon|}9fi<^g 

**  them,    but  his  eminence    cardinal  Neri 

^*  Coiiini.     This  prelate  toolc:  t)^.^p|^rtu- 

*'  nity  of  the  audience^  to  deUver  to  his 

^^  holinefs  a  ktter  fp(m  h^s  nuift  faklvful 

•*  majefty,  containing  a  pacticipatioa. of  the 

'*  marriage  of  the  moft  ferene  infants.  The 

'*  Commendator  d^Almada  had  never  jnade 

**  any  mention  of  this  letter  in  hl^xepeated 

^*  intteaties,  by  word  and  writing»  for  an 

"audience.    His  liojinefs  &nt  the  cardkial 

"  an    anfwer  to  this  letter  tfee  .mMning 

••  afterwards,  tcftifyirtg  by  his  expedition, 

.    *'  the 
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"  the  fincere  pleafure'he  had  in  helring  of 
V,  any  thing  that  was  agreeable  to  the  royal 
*'  fattiily  of  Portugal.     This  audience  was 
*^  on  the  thurfday  morning,  the  day  before 
•^  th-e  Allowing  notification  was  hung  up  at 
**  the  door  of  the  hofpital  of  the  Portuguefe 
'  ^'f\ztihml  church  of  St.  Anthonjr-     The 
^^  place  where  it  was,'  hung  up-  was^  indeed, 
**  furrounded  witl^  walls^  but  in  ajil  other 
^*  refpe^ks  was  pubUc,  and  frequeoted  by  all 
**  kinds  of  perfbns*       ' 

"  ^*  Francis  d'^Almada  &  Mendon^^a,  of  the 
**  council  of  hie  moft  faithful  ipajefl:y,and 
^* '  his  minifter  plenipotentiary  to  the  holy 
**  apoftolical  fee,  &c. 

**  Iheue  infornpL  all  the  vaff^ls  of  pur 
"  fovereigri  lord  the  king,  that  his  majefty 
^*  having -with  moft  execpplary  patience  be- 
*'  held,  fona  long  time,  and  by  many  deci- 
"  five  fafts^  all  thofc  channels  ftopt,  by 
^•'  which  he  might  obtain  the  ear  of  hh 
.  .    '  y  hoUnefs^ 


**  holujefs,  wifhont  feeing  gpy  hojpps  of  14$ 
"  beiqg  able  to  9d4r€fs  to  hiiJtit  bis  ipoft  qb- 
^'  iequioijs  ftippUotion?,  ;md  r^fit&in^  >t 
'^  the  iame  UioCf  jjpoa  the  extfaordiAa^Tf 
^*  fcapdalpijs,  fin4  uwheard  of  anipiQfitJ.of 
•^  the  politic^  mijtiiiliry  of  the  covrt  pf 
V  Rome,  ip  declaring  a  rupture  betw^u 
**  their  pourt^  and  that  of  his  FQoft  fai^fpl 
njajefty  ;  the  Jfing  (eeiog  this^  and  tl^it 
it  is  not  any  longer  poffible^  lender  the 
preient  difagrecable  circifpctftanceSi  pf  f:oii« 
tinue  his  publip  mioifter  in  Rome,  qr  pre« 


t€ 
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**  lerve  ift  that  pity,  ^  number  pf  faithful 
^^  and  hworsbk  vaiSaJs,  while  they  are  daily 


*•  witneffe^  of  the  repeated  infultg  ufed  t€* 
**  wards  him  by  the  minifters  of  that  <;ourt, 
*'  who,  contrary  to  the  pontifical  honor  and 
"  iiecorum,  have  enticed  many  to  their 
'*  party^^  that  now  declare. themfelves  jiote-r 
**  riouily  as  fuch,  to  the  univerlal  fcandal 
^*  of  all  Europe ;  in  refleding  upoij  thefe 
**  circomftances,  the  aforefaid  monarch  finds 
•'  himfelf  obliged  to  command  his  before 
\jDL.  III.  '  K  •'  mentioned 
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*'  mentioned  minifter  plenipotentiary,  as  well 

"  ^s  all  the  vaffals  of  his  crown,  together 

*^  with  thofe  who  as  fuch,  enjoy  ccclefiaf- 

•'  tical  benefices  in  his  kingdom  and  domi- 

"  nions,  to  depart  forthwith  from  a  conrt, 

*^  where  they  can  be  of  no  fervice  to  the 

^'  moft  holy   father,   but  only  increafc  by 

^*  .their    pr(f fence,    the    infults    committed 

^^  againft  his  majefty's  royal  authority.     It 

**  is  this  royal  authority  which  his  majefty 

.  **  call  not  difpqnfe  with  himfelf,  from  main- 

*'  taining  ^s  unviplated,  and  as  independant 

**  with  regard  to  temporal  affairs,   as   his 

♦^  auguft:  anceftors  tranfmitted  it  to  him, 

**  without  becoming  refponfiblc,    not    only 

♦^  to  God  and  the  patholic  church,  of  which 

^'  he  boafts  himfplf  a  raoft  devout  ion,  and 

^^  exemplary  defeiideir,   but  at  the  fame  time 

^'  to  all  ^he  monarchs  of  thp  univerfe. 

*'  in  confeqvenqe  of  the  above  mentioned 
'•^  order,  his  moft  faithful  majefty  com- 
^*  inands  all  his  v^ifal?  |:o  appear  tomorrow, 
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**  the  third  of  this  prefent  month  of  July, 
at  one^and-twenty.  of  the  Italian  clock,^ 
at  his  minifter  plenipot^OtiaryV  honfe  of 
^  refidence,  in  order  to  give  an  individual 
^'  and  exaft  account  of  all  the  fubjed^s  of  his 
•*  majefty  in  this  city.  And  to  the  end 
*'  that  theft  royal  and  indifpenfiblc  relblu- 
^*  tions  of  his  moft  faithful  majefty  may 
^^  come  to  the  knowledge  of  all  his  vaflals 
*^  refiding  in  this  capital,  I  have  ordered 
".  the  prefent  edift  to  be  drawn  out,  which 
•'  Ihall  be  fubfcribpd  by  me,  a»d  hung  up 
"  in  the  royal  hofpital  of  St.  Anthony  be* 
"  long^ig  to  the  fame  nation,  in  order  that' 
*'  no  perfon  may  pretend  the  excufe  pf 
**  ignorance. 

*^  Francifco  de  Almada  and  Mendpnza. 

'*  From  noy  refidence, 
^*  July  2,  1760, 

*'  3y  his  ofder,  Don  Francifco 
^'  Antonio  Jofeph  Rodrlgue?^. 
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«♦  Id  QbnfcqueiiiM  «f  thfi  for0g«>ift&  noti* 

**  fication,  the  thwfday  aftcrwioft  *  wp»u» 

*♦  meetmg  pf  PortogneCe  was  l»ld  »t  tjie 

^  Cbmmendatoff  ^'Ahnadji-s  hp^fe  of  wfi' 

**  dencc    This,  after  th«  iatnifcftf4  apA 

*«  intimated  rupture  between  tht  twP  cowfts, 

«  had  the  air  of  a  mutiny.     The  hdf 

♦♦  fethcr^  however,  tcderated  thi«  new  «<jcf9. 

<*  and  Ibffered  a  man  ftill  to  remain  in  Rome, 

<*  tho-  upoQ  many  accounts  he  deferved  iq 

«*  little  to  be  ponfidered  as  the  minifterof  a 

prince,  who  profeffes  to  have  ^n  iacliija- 

tion  to  cultivate  the  correippndence  and 

♦*  afFeftion  of  another.     Saturday,  the  fifth 

**  of  ^e  aforfefaid  month  of  July,  a  frefh 

f  *  notification  was  hung  up  as  before  at  the 

"  hofpital  gate;    the  remarkable  tepor  qf 

♦*  Mfhich  is  a§  follow?. 


4( 
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^^  j^rancifcb  de  Almada  and  Metidoasa^  of 
^^  th«^'  couboi  of  his  majeftji  &c» 

^^  t^  16  to  2^iy«  DDtiee  to  all  the  vaflalt 
**  <^  ^Ur  ibtereign  lord  the  king^  that  hit 
^*  hoUtUffs^  «ecoxklmg  to  his  ufiul  benignit/^ 
^^  having  confidered  the  itnpoffibilitjr  of  the 
^^  abore  mentioned  fliiniftef  plenipotenti** 
•*  ary-s  continuing  his  communication  vi^ifh 
**  the  political  miniftry  of  hit  holinefK^ 
**  contrary  to  the  pofitive  Ordtr  of  the  king 
**  hi«  tflaftfer^  fd  highly  offended  by  it,  .h» 
been  fo  good,  to  the  total  exclufion  of  th» 
afbfefaid  political  miniftry,  to  appoint  the 
**  moft  eminent  and  itverend  caniinal  Cor* 
**  fini,  proteftor  of  the  crown  of  hid  moft 
**  faithful  majefty,  in  oi^der  that  he  ((hould 
*^  treat  and  confer  with  the  tibove  men- 
"  tioned  minifter  plenipotentiary  concern  •• 
•*  ing  the  prefent  ftate  of  affairs  in  Portu- 
'*  gal.  It  is  Tioped,  therefore,  that  by  the 
**  deputation  of  fo  worthy  and  zealous*  a 
"  cardinal,  new  and  fecure  means  will  be 
K  3  "  optned 
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opened  to  his  moft  faithful  majerQr»  for 

obtainiiig  that  fatisfadion  which  b  due 

**  to  him,  and  with  that  expedition  which 

^*  the  exigence  of  the  pefent  circumitaiKes 

**  require*    The  faid  minifter  has  therefore 

^*  taken  upon  himfelf  the  fufpeniion  of  the 

^^  rupture  declared  by  his  notification  of  the 

^^  fecond  of  this  month ;  flattering  himfelf 

"  that  the  holy  father 'will  be  moved  to  give 

**  his  majefly  thofe  deferred  and  neceflary 

**  fatisfedions,  which  the  faid  monarch  fo 

*^  religbufly    expefts    from    the    inflexible 

^'  juftice    of   his    holinefe,    who    without 

"  doubt  will  remember  the  attempt  of  afla- 

**  finating  a  monarch  in  his  own  court,  by 

the  machinations  proved  and  adjudged  to 

a  fociety  of  men,  by  their  inftitution  de- 

^  dicated  to  God,   as  alfo  that  this   very 

**  monarch,  for  the  fpace  of  above  a  year 

•*  fince  the  execrable  attempt,  has  fufiered 

•*  fuch  affronts  and  calumnies   in  a  court, 

"  which  is  the  head  of  the  catholic  church, 

"  as  would  oblige  even  a  private  perfon  to 

^'  demand  fatisfa^ion. 

^•His 
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^  Mis  moft  £uthful    majeflj.   hopes    at 
^*  preient  to  find  that  redrefs  which  he  fa 
^'  religioufly    txptSt^    from    the    inflexible 
*'  juftice  of  his  holinefs.    And  in  ord^r  that. 
^^  die  above  mentioned  fufpenfion  of  the- 
^^  ruptiire  may  arrive  to  the  knowledge  of' 
*^  all  the  vaflais  of  our  nation^  I  have  order-* 
^^  ed  the  prejfent  edid  to  be  made,  which 
^^  ihallbe  fubfcribed  vnth  my  name,  and 
^^  hung  up  in  the  fame  place  as  the  forme/ 
"  of  the  fecond  of  July, 

^^  Francifco  de  Almada  and  Mendonzaii 
*<  From  the  palace  of  my 
<<  rtfidcnte,  July  4f  1760. 

"  By  his  order,  Don  Francifco 
•^  Antonio  Jofeph  Rodriguez. 

After  this  notification  th^apal  memorial 
goes  on  as  follows. 

"  It  was  in^thi^  manner  the  Commendator 

"  de  Almada  hesaped  injury  upon  injury,  at 

'     K  '4.  "  the 


«*  thfe  ftffle  tlitt*  Ihkt  he  prttftttAdd  iB»  5c- 
"  cliite  khhftlf  cwrfeiit  With  his  hdlm^fs. 
"  typoti  this  iieW  fd&  feh^  holy  Mhet  could 
•^  riot  hi  reafoil  fliew  fiif  ther  tbteritlohi  He 
*'  ifeni  orders  to  cfar^iisl  Cdfflni  fe  ^oifi^s  to 
*'*  him  that  feriKi'  ^riifi^*  Tftfe  ^iiif^Aa! 
«*  hdd  htjt  4*  jet  hcdrd  a  ivti^  Af  thfe  ttew 
«♦  fewiit*  Hi^  helihfeft  IftfonfiSea  hiA  ^f  the 
•*  abufe  Comtti^n<ilat6f  6t  Alrtikda  htd  made 
*'  of  the  ditctiMtfe  he  held  with  hh  emltifeitce 
"  the  -Thurfday  befote,  ttii  hoW  hiS  l^ad 
«'  wrefted  the  wofds  of  hi$  MheitS,  when 
•*  he  told  his  eminence  that  he  wbuld  treat 
•*  with  no  perfon  but  hini  concerning  the 
**  afiairs  of  Portugal,  to  mean,  that  his 
eminence  was  to  be  the  perfon  to  treat  of 
the  iaffairs  of  Portugal  with  Commendator 
**  de  Almada,  to  the  total  exclufion  of  car- 
**  dinal  Torriggiani,  the  ncioft  holy  firft  ml- 
•*  nifter.  This  falfe  intelligence  he  not 
".  only  rendered  public  by  the  before  raen- 
*'  tioned  notification,  but  he  likewife  fent 

,  **  writter^ 


ItAX?,    ttEHI^AKY,    he.    i^y 
^  Wi-kteh  h^tU  of   il  t»  ^  til*  ^tt^gA 

^^  &Qftiaptrfoii  whoifl  hit  dlwftye  fennd  rud/ 

'^  earditial  CorfiAi  thQf  ht  w^ukl  gI^^€  eaf 
••  to  no  perfoa  aboKt  any  thklg  tctec^rflkig' 
*'  the  affairs  of  Portugal,  till  the  Commen-^ 
**  dator  de  Almada  had  not  only  left  Rome, 
**  but  was  efitirely  gone  out  of  the  eccle* 
•*  fiaftical  dominions.  That  after  his  de- 
*•  parture  he  would  with  pleafure  attend 
**  to  any  difcourfe  or  treaty,  which  could 
*'  be  entered  upon,  fo  it  was  not  contradic- 
**  tory  to  his  dignity  and  the  decorum  of 
^*  the  holy  fee. 

**  This  is  the  fincere  account  of  what 

"  preceded  and  accompanied  the  expulfion 

"  of  cardinal  Acciaiuoli  from  Portugal,  and 

"  the  departure   of  the  Commendator  df 

%  '*  Almada 
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^^  Almada  from  the  court  of  Rome;  We  have 
••  endeavoured  to  exprefs  every  thing  in  the 
^'  moft  iimple  manner,  without  ornament  or 
^'  emphatical  words,  the  miferable  refuge  of 
••  perfons  who  know  they  are  in  the  wrongv 
•*  Thofe  who  have  right  on  their  fide,  are 
*'  contented  that  every  auditor  fhould  form 
'^  their  judgment  upon  the  indiiputable 
^  bafis  of  facts/* 


LET. 
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LETTER         XIV, 

Itome,  SatQtdajt  Maj  3,  half 
aa  hour  after  1 1  morning* 

rrn 

X  O  the  papal  memorial  in  my  lafl  the 

Portuguefe  have  publiihed  an  anfwer^  which 
is  the  fame  burnt  by  the  hands  of  the  hang-* 
man  about  two  .months  ago.  It  is  tediou/s 
and  flupid^  nor  would  have  been^ver  read, 
if  fuch  a  noife  had  not  been  made  about  it. 
I  will  give  you,  however,  fome  of  the  heads 
of  it. 

After  havhig  fai^  much  about  the  prece4<* 
ing  affairs,  he  accufes  the  nuncio  for  noi; 
making  illuminations  the  three  nights  of 
general  feflivity  for  the  royal  marriage^ 
'*  Tho'  fome  lights  were  feen  on  common 
'^  evenings,  all  then  was  dark  and  difmal, 
!*  and  the  pontifical  nuncio  fqemed  to  mourn 
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**  at  the  happy  event/'    When  he  cotiie^ 
to  the  expulfion,  he  fays,  the  guards  were 
neceffary  to  defdAd  his  eminence  froin  the 
infolence  of  the  mob,  who,  enrdged  at  his 
itieglect^  had  aflembled    about    the    houfei 
and  would  have  proceeded  to  greater  vio- 
lences, if  their  fury  had  not  been  appe»iW 
by  the  catdirtsl  patriarch,  who  Kvfed  next 
door.    As  t6  the  expttlfiott^  he  jtiftifies  it  by 
various  examples,    aad   the  authorities  of 
Mont^fquieu  and  Grotius,  \;s^ho  fay  that  an 
bmbaflador,  abuling  his  right  of  reprefenta* 
tion,  is  t^  be  fent  baek.    He  laughs  at  the  rc^ 
marking  with  how  much  more  ciyility  thccar* 
dinal  was  treated  at  the  firfi  town  in  Spain, 
where  he  was  only  a  paflenger,  than  in  Por- 
tugal, where  he  favored  traitors  to  that  crown, 
and  who  had  been  declared  fuch  in  fdriA 
by  his  moft  faithful  majefty.     "  To  be  fure 
^*  he  ought  to  have  had  the  king's  owa 
'^^  coach  to  carry  his  facred  peri<Mi,   but  he 
**  was  much  better  off  than  the  Cprnmenda- 
/•  tor  de  Almada,  ^ho  had  neither  coach 
^^    '  "nor 


JtAl-T,    GERMANY,    &c.    157 

^^  Qpr  horfe$  allowed  him^  whea  he  was 
^^  obliged  to  leave  Rome*    6ttt  they  would 
^  not  J^t  th^  cardinal  hear  mafe  which  is  « 
^f  trem«in4oi}«  accufation  >  however^  no  rcclet- 
^  it»i^GflI  precept  can  be  binding  at  the 
^*  f  i^)ence  of  great  tumults  and  blood0ied« 
<^  and  his  eminence    might    have   equally 
^  beared  the  fame  at  Aldea  Gallega.    The 
*•  filence  of  the  fortreffes  of  Elvas  and  EftrC'^ 
•*  naost  through  which  he  paffed,  is  to  be 
*^  excufed    by    thofe    honors  never    being 
•*  ihcwn  to  perfons  who  lie  under  the  dif- 
•*  pleafure  of    the  reigning   monarchy    and 
*•  from  the  want  of  gun-powder  to  cjuell 
"  the  feditions  fomented  by  his  eminence/' 
He  then  recites  the  attempts  of  the  nuncio 
and  cardinal  Torrlgiani,  the  pope's  minifter, 
jig^inft  Portugal ;  and,  upon  the  iatter  hav* 
ing  accufed  chat  naUon  of  wanting  to  adopt 
the  maxims  and  religion  of  the  Englifli,  he 
oddly   adds,  **  That  we  ihall  fee  hereafter 
*'  who  is  the  perfon  that  is  moft  inclined  to 
^*  ,a4oDt  the  Engliih  maxims  and  religion , 

*^  perhaps 
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^^  Perhaps  cardinal  Torriggiani  himfelf  Is 
^^  neareft  to  that  pointy  for  he  has  no  reii- 
^^  gum  at  alL**    He  then  proceeds  to  prove 
hisaccniatkms,  which  he  does^  however^  only 
upon  his  own  word,  by  faying  that  **  thefc 
^^  two  cardinals  were  impioufly  and  iacri- 
^'  legioufly  united  with  the  friars  of  that 
•'  company,  which  derived  its  name  finom 
*'  Jefus,  contrary  to  the  welfare  of  his  ma* 
*^  jefty,  the  quiet  of  his  kingdoms,  and  the 
•*  decorum  of  the  holy  fee/*    He  fays  the^ 
agreed  to  declare  that  the  proceedings  againft 
the  Jefults  were  unjuft  and  odious  to  the 
whole  Portuguefe  nation.     Cardinal  Torrig- 
giani was  to  write  this  to  all  foreign  cpurts, 
and  the  nuncio  was  to  fecond  it  upder  pain 
'of  being  relegated   as   bifhop  to   the  little 
town   of  Rimini.     Frightened    with    thefe 
threats,    cardinal  Acpiaiuoli   talked   of  the 
great  power  of  the  Jefuits,  and  kept  him* 
felf  at  a  diftance  from  that  court,  to  which 
he  was  fent.     He  did  not  vifit  the  cardinal 
patriarch   becaufe  he  had    not    been   with 
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him.  •  The  cond6  de  Oeyras  did  not  treat 

him  with  fufficient  affability.    ^'  Undoubt* 

^*  edly  he  ought  to  have  bowed  down  before 

^^  the  apoflolical  nuncio,  as  has  been  here* 

**  tofore  done,  through  a  badly  underftood 

**  devotion.'*    A    confpiracy    was    likewife 

formed  by  thefe  two  intriguing  cardinals^ 

^^  which  might  not  have  been  fo  eafily  dif« 

**  covered,   if  the  nuncio   had  been  more 

*^  cautious  in  concealing  his  meetings  with 

**  the  heads  of  it."     Notwithftanding  this 

•^  his  majefty  only  folicited   the   removal 

^^  of  the  two  cardinals  from  public  affairs ; 

*•  but  finding  the  confpiracy  increafe,  he 

**  was  obliged  to  proceed  to  the  expulfion 

'^  of    cardinal    Acciaiuoli,    tho*   he   might 

^^  have  treated  him  as  a  violator  of  all  laws 

*^  divine  and  human*    He  even  concealed 

^*  his   crimes   under  the  colour    of   being 

'^  offended  at  his  not  illuminating  his  palace. 

**  By  proceeding  in  this  manner,  his  ma- 

**  jefly  was  enabled  to  quell  the  confpiracy, 

^^  tho'  he  found  with  difpleafure  forae  per* 

**  fons. 
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^*  feus  ^ng^ed  in  kf  who  h*d  the  <iearefr 
^'  <:oaneiftk)ns  with  the  royal  famUy/'  The 
.  author  thcfn  proceeds  to juilify  the  Coinmen* 
dator  de  Alpada  as  »£liQg  from  orders^  and 
gives  inft^nces  of  dlfr^fpe^  l^ewn  to  h"n» 
They  made  hina  ft^y  4  eon^derable  tijoafe  in 
the  ante-chamber,  before  he  was  admitted 
to  an  audience  of  the  pope.  When  he 
went  to  the  pope's  nephew,  with  the  &m  of 
the  firft  minifter  of  Portugal,  they  were 
never  aiked  to  fit  down,  ^nd  another  time 
h?  was  ijiade  to  wait  (o  long,  that  he  went 
away.  Cardinal  Torriggiani,  the  firft  pii^ 
nifter,  received  him  leaning,  and  in  improper 
poftures,  but  what  is  more  important,  told 
him,  when  the  king  of  Portugal  was  wound- 
ed, "  that  it  was  o^iftg  to  the  fins  of  that 
^*  nation.*'  He  confirmed  this  upon  ano- 
ther occafion,  and  added,  **  Can  you  deny, 
*^  fir,  that  Lifbon  is  become  as  bad  as 
^^  Geneva?  Why  there  are  people  thit 
^'  buy  the  Moorifti  women,  only  to  proftltut§ 
^*  them^  and  fell  th?  ^hildrea/*     Comnienir 
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dator  6t  Almada  Was  obliged  to  malce  forhe 
anfwer,    but  within   the'  rtiles  oFmodefty 
and  decency;  upon  which  the  cardinal  re- 
plied,'*  that  he  haci  nevet  been  at' Lifbon 
•'  himjfel'f.      This  proved  that  Jil^   friends 
^'  the  Jefuits  gave  him   the  information/* 
The  author  then  accufes'the  p6pe  for  not 
anfwering  his  majefty's  requifitiohs  concern- 
ing the   Jefuits,    as   being   offended  at  his 
faithful  majefty's  not  writing  to  him  imme- 
diately  \Spoh   his   exaltation,   tho*   he    was 
laboring  under  the  wound  he  had  receive  1 
from, the  aflaflins.     When  the   trial   of  the 
criminals  arrived  in  Rome,  it  was  forbidden 
to  be  reprinted,  and  when  Commendator  de  ' 
Almada   alked  leave  to  do   it    at   hi»  own* 
expence,  it]  was  refufed  him ;  and  upon  his  ' 
dcfiring  to  Kftow  the  caufe,   was  told  that 
his  holinefs  never  gave  rdafons  for  his  adionS^* 
to  any  perfon*     In  the  mean  time  cardinal 
Torriggiani  publiihed  every  thing  he  could 
in    favor    of    the    Jefuits,     and    ironically 
laughed    at   the   accufations   againft    them/ 
Vol.  ill-  L  ''Do 
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*'  Do  not  tell  me/'  fays  he,  •*  of  the  Jefuits 
•*  being  g^ilty  of  the  crimes  laid  to  their 
^*  charge.     We  know  what  a  jealous  nation 
*•  the  Portuguefe  are.     They  are  only  afraid 
•*  thefe  reverend  fathers  (hould  leave  horns 
•*  in  their  houfes*   An  expreflion/*  exclaims 
my   author,     *•  worthy     of    a    cardinal, 
*•  worthy  of  a  prelate,  who  bears  the  title 
^*  of  firft  minifter  to    his    holinefs/'     He 
ordered  alfo  his  fpies  to  inform  him  of  thofe 
who  fpake  ill  of  that  fociety.    The  auditor 
of  cardinal  Conti  was  taken  upon  that  ac- 
count.   A  lay  friar  of  the  convent  of  the 
Minerva  was  baniihed  from  Rome,  for  feek- 
ing  aftercthe  papers  which  came  out  againft 
the  Jefuits,   to  pleafe  his    friends    in  the 
country.     On  the  contrary,  the  books  print- 
ed by  the  Jefuits  againft  the  king  of  Portu- 
gal were  put  upon  a  level  with  the  gofpel, 
tho*  they   attacked  the   reputation   of   his 
majefty,  the  honor  of  his  people,,  and .  the 
conduct  of  his  minifter*    Monfignor  Correa 
was  told  he  could  not  be  advanced  in  the 

.  church. 
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diurch,  bccaufe  he  was  a  Pdrtugnefei-  Thd' 
king  has,  therefore,  certainly  a  right  not  to* 
treat  with  the  firft  miniiler  of  his  holineis/by^ 
whom  his  nation  is  held  in  Aich  comtempt;' 
With  regard  to  the  papers^  diiinbuted'hyitfaei 
Commendator  de  Almada^  they  were  lent  to 
him  exprefsly  from  Liibon;     ^^  It  isifaid^  if 
''he  had  hot  been  denied  an  audience^  he: 
^'  might  have  prefented  them  to  the  pope. 
•*  in  perfdn.     Being  a  future  contingency^* 
"  he  might  or  he  might  not.    They  were 
"  perhaps  fent  purpofely  to  be  ihewn  to  hi*' 
'^holinefs,  who  ought  to  have  pleafare  in' 
"  hearing  the  truth.     But  they  were  fpread^ 
'^  abroad  with  an  intention  of  injuring  hii' 
'^  hoUnefs,  as  my  antagonift  aiTerts,    tho^^ 
''  it  ift  impoflible  to  judge  of  intentions  ot' 
"  thoughts.    The  church  itfelf,  guided  by 
**  the  Holy  Ghoft,  does  not  claim  this  ex** 
•*  traordinary  privilege.    It  is  an  injury  to 
"  his  moft  faithful  majefty  even  to  think  that 
'*  Commendator  de  Almada  had  an  intention 
•*  of  affronting  a  prince,  who  is  faid  to  unite 
La  in 
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•Ma  hw  perfoa  th^  e^I^^ieal  and    chil 
^f  fbycrcigrity^;  ,  f  Jtnow  iiot  by  what  au- 
^\  thority  thefe  attributes  are  given  to  his 
^f  hoHnefs."    The  iwthor  then  iafifts  upon 
ourdinal  Neri  Corfini  having  been  appointed 
to  treat  coacernihg  the  affairs  of  Portugal, 
add   brings  letters,   which  feem  to  .prove 
dierq  was  fome  tirath  in  it.    He  falls  £>ut 
upon  the  title  of.moftholy  firft  minifter, 
given  to  cardinal  Torriggiani.     *'  I  know, 
feys  he,  **  that  in  the  ftyle  of  the  Isiw,  the  pope 
*^  or  high  pontiff  is  called  the  moft  holy.    I 
*^  know  that  the  moft  facred  body  of  our  Sa- 
**  viour,  in  the  cbnfefcrated  wafer,  is  likewife 
"  called  the  moft; holy.'  JBut  it  does  not 
^*  feem  at  all  proper  to  me  that  the  title  of 
^  moft  holy  ifliould  be  lodged  in  the  perfbn 
"  of  cardinal  Torriggiani,  whether  we  con- 
**  lider  him  as  a  politician  or  as  a  prelate.'* 
He  then  accufes  cardinal  Cavalchini,  who 
is  alfo  in  the  adminiftration^  "  of  calling  the 
*^  king  of  Portugal  a  tyrant,  and  ftyles  him 
*•  a  blind  mercenary  prelate/*    After  muqh 

othcj^. 
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other  abufe^  which  rather  proves  the  author 
to  be  a  low-bred  perfon^  he  concludes  with 

this  feQtc^nc?  of  Juf};iiuai^  I 

i 

Non  quod  fit  Rome,  fed  quod  fieri  debet 
attendendum  eft. 

^  Wc  muft  tfegaid  not  what  is  doB^  bqt  y^t^ht  tt 
be  done  at  Rome,. 


I>  3  LET- 


|66    .LETTERS-   FROM 


L    E    T    T    E    R        XV; 

Rome,  three  quarters  after  is,  moraiDg^ 
Wednefday,  May  6^  ijSu 

jLi  AST  night  I  heard  an  odd  ftory.  A 
'  Dutch  gentleman  had  it  by  letter  from  the 
Spanifh  envoy^  or  ^mbafTador  at  the  Hague^ 
who  is  one  of  the  principal  perfbns  concerned 
In  it.  His  name  I  think  is  Grimaldi,  A 
letter  pame  to  him»  from  a  gentleman  ia 
Spain  of  birth  and  fortune,  apcjuainting  him 
with  his  fon's  being  eloped  from  that  king- 
dom, and,  that  he  had  heard  of  his  being  at 
the  Hague.  He  then  defpribed  his  perfon,  and 
the  manner  in  which  they  told  him  he  ufed 
generally  to  go  drefled,  and  deiired  the  am- 
baflador  to  make  all  po0ible  enquiries  after 
liim^  Grimaldi  afled  accordingly,  but  his 
yefearehes  were  fruitlefs  for  a  long  time, 
Ob?  evening,  gt  a  pl^/i  he  faw  in  the  pit  a 
•        :  perfpft 
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peribn  that  anfwered  evifery  circumftance  of 
his  friend^s  letter.  He  gave  orders  to  his 
fervants  to  dog*  him  when  he  went  home, 
and  bring  him  word  where  he  lived.  They 
did  fo,  and  brought  him  word,  that  they 
had  followed  the  yoting  man  to  a  certain 
public  houfe,  of  which  I  do  not  remember 
the  name,  but  was  not  one  of  the  beft  at 
the  Hague.  Grimaldi  went  the  next  day 
to  the  place,  and  enquired  for  the  before- 
mentioned'  perfbn.  The  landlord  knew  him 
by  the  defcription,  and  conduced  Grimialdi 
up  to  his  room.  The  ftranger  fcolded  the 
landlord,  for  introducing  a  gentleman  of  the 
rank  of  Grimaldi  into  his  chamber,  which 
was  To  indifferent  and  all  in  a  litter.  Gri- 
maldi faid,  that  he  need  not  make  any  apo- 
logy, for  that  he  was  ufed  to  go  into  all  forts 
of  rooms,  and  deflred  the  man  of  the  hoyfe 
to  leave  them  alone  a  little.  Upon  the  land- 
lord's difappearance,  Grimaldi  opened  him- 
felf  to  the  young  gentleman,  and  told  him, 
that  he  was  informed  of  his  quality,  and 
L  4  that 


i6i         LE.TTERS    FROM 

that  his  relates  were  very  defifouf  9^ '  hi& 
returnitijg  into  Spain«  "^The  young  man^  ii^  ^ 
genteel  mannerj^  denied  his  being  the  peri^a 
Qrimaldi  fpoke  of,  axul  affirxnod,  that  there 
muft  undoubtedly  have  been  fome  miftdke 
in  his.  being  direded  to  him*    Come,  comc^ 
young  man,  fay$  Grimaldi^  do  iiot  fear  any 
thing.     I  know  you.     Your  parpnts  a«4  ^^^ 
lotions  are  .willing  t9  excufe  any  errors  of 
youth,    yoM  may  have  been  guilty  of.     I' 
have  orders  likewife  to  pay  what  debts  you 
^ave  coi>traaed  here.     I  am  fijre  you  will 
have  jio  difficulty  in  gratifying  the  defires 
of  your  relations,  that  are  fo  good  to  you, 
and   retyrn   home.      Comei    come,   confcls 
^vcry  tjbing,  and  you  xx\?iy  be  fure  all  your 
friends  will  behave  in  the  kindeft  rpann^r  to- 
wards, you.     The  young  gentleman,  forced 
by  thefe  remonftrances  of  the  Spanifli  minif-, 
t^r,  at  laft  confefled  himfelf  to  be  the  pfer* 
fon.     He  faid  be  had  been  gwilty  of : follies,- 
but  as  his  friends.treated  him  with  ^b.^i^ich 
tendernefs,   he   coul^  not  do  lefs  than  ac- 
knowledge 
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Icuiowledge  it, .  and  attepipt.to  repair  matters 
by  his  good  behayiour  for.  the  future,     Gri* 
maldi  then  told  hinii  it  was  not  propei^fi>r  a. 
perfon  of  his  rank  to  flay  in  fo  bad  a  houie^ 
and  that  he. would  take  him  into  his  own^ 
till    things  wer^  ready  for  his   departure* 
Accordingly  he  did  fpj  wd  in  about  ten  day?^ 
every   thing  wag    in  order  for  the  young 
gemleip^n  to  fet  o£:  His  debts  araountcd 
to  the  fijm  of  ten  tbovifand  gueldres^  or  a 
thoufand  pbunds*  Thefe  Grimaldi  difcharged* 
The  day  of  his  departure  being  ariiKed,   ho 
fet  off,  accompanied  by  a  cduple  of  iervoits;^ 
belonging  to  the  Spirii(h  minifter. '  ■  Hi 'had 
behaved  very  well  all  the  time  he  was  in, 
Grimaldl's  houfe,  and  did  the  fame  quite  to  . 
Bxuflels.    As  he  fbenaed  fo  very  reafonable, 
and  entirely  content  with  ^very  thing  that 
had  been  done  for  him,  the  fervants  did  not 
keep  fo  ftria  a  watch  over  him  as  they  ought. 
In  (hort, '  our  gentleman  difappeared  about  a 
day  bdSfpirehe  v^as  taproteed  upon  hisjournfyt 
and  hqis  ^ojt  k^m  heafd  pf  fxnce.     The  two 

fervants 
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fervants  returned  to  the  Hague;  to  acquaint 
their  mafterwith  what  had  happened.  But 
Grimaldi,  in'  the  mean  time,  had  received  a 
letter  fjfbm  his  friend  in  Spain,  acquainting^ 
hiitk  with  his  having  found  his  fon,  and 
that  he  had  never  been  out  of  that  kingdom. 
You  may  imagine  what  a  rage  the  Spaoifh 
minider  was  in,  to  have  been  tricked  in  this 
manner.  But  he  abfolutely  forced  the  cheat 
upon  the  young  man,  who  flrenuoufly  deniec) 
his  being  the  peribn  at  firft,  and  was  with 
difficulty^  and  half  by  compulfion^  brought 
to  confefs  it.  It  is  not  known  with  cer- 
tainty who  this  impoflor  could  have  been. 
But  it  is  imagined,  that  moft  probably  he  was 
a  Spaoiih  valet  de  chanibre.  Whoever  he  was^ 
he  was  well  acquainted  with  the  names  and 
anecdotes  of  the  family  that  loik  their  ion. 

.   Rome,  I  o'clock  afternoon, 
Thurfday,  May  7,  1761. 

I  have  heard  another  ftory,  which  I  dare 
fay  16  a  lie,   howeverj^  it  made  me  laugh. 

u 
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It  is  as  follows.  The  teller  declares  it  is 
true,  and  that  an  account  of  it  is  come  by 
•letter  frorh  Thouloufe,  where  the  faft  is 
iidd  to  have  hiippened. 

Five  chimney  fweepers  in  that  city  were 
complaining  to  each  bthef  of  the  hardships 
of  their  way  of  life.  That  they  were 
always  dirty,  and  poking  about  x:himneys, 
in  Ihprt,  that  they  paffed  their  time  in  a 
very  diftgreeable  manner.  One  of  them 
ilarted  a  new  thought.  Had  we  not  better, 
lays  he/  go  and  expofe  ourfelves  to  military 
fire,  rather  than  that  of  chimneys.  They 
all  at  laft  sigreed,  that  there  \vas  nothing 
like  ferving  the  king,  for  at  leaft,  if  they 
were  killed^  they  (Hould  die  like  gentlemen. 
You  muft  underftand,.  that  they  were  all  a 
little  in  liquor.  The  foregoing  refolution 
being  unanimoufly  made,  th^y  wfentall  five 
Co  a  fdijeant,  and  told  him  their  intention 
of  inlifting.  Two  louis  d'ors,  to  be  paid 
4}pwn  iwtncdiatel^  to  each|  was  the^  bargain 

made 
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made  for  their  entrance.'    The  money  was 
received,  they  were  inlifted,  cockades  i?7ere 
put  in  their  hats,  apd. all  oven    Theyi^er© 
quartered  in  a  guard-room  that  evening,  and 
the  next  morning  were  to  be  fent  to    the 
regiment.     After  they  had  flept  a   proper 
time,  to  be  able  to  make  due  reflexions,  they 
began  to  repent  of  what  they  had  done. 
They  fell  foul  upon  the  poor  man  that  had 
firft  given  them  the  advice.     However,  they 
had  fenfe  enough  to  know   that  fcolding 
Was  of  no  fervice,  and  that  they  had  better 
think  of  fome  remedy  for  the  impending 
misfortune.     What  was  to  be  done  ?    the 
doors  and  windows  were    impaflable,    for 
there  were  fbldiers  all  about.     They  were 
alone  in  the  room,  a  thing,  which  tho*  I 
have  not  told :  you,  yet  you  may  have  ima* 
gined,    from  the  preceding  circumftances. 
At  laft,  a  chimney  prefented  itfelf  to  their 
view.    It  w^s  now  dark.   No  fooner  thought 
than  executed.  AUons,  was  the  word.  Their 

coats  Were  fbipped  off.     Their  evil  coun- 

fellor 
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iellor  led  the  way«  .  The  reft  follotf od.  la 
a  fliort  Ip^ce  of  time,  thpy  {o^ni  themfelve* 
.  fafe  upon  the  ix>of  of  the  hoi:^«  But  tfeo^ 
they  were,  now  inio^ii  frir,  they  ^yfercblmoft 
111  as  great  a  dUemma^as  before*  They  d4^ 
Yerted  :themfelves  indeed^  in  running  about 
the  tops  of  the  houles,  hut  no  fecuxe  method 
of  defcending  offered.  At  laft,  they  thought 
it  beft  to  hazard  the  going  down  anothet 
chimney,  where  there  was  no  fire  lighted^ 
and  which  was  at  a  good  diftance  from  that 
which  they  had  afcended«  They  did  fot 
But  to  change  the  fc'ene,  and  precede  then^ 
into  the  room  where  they  were.defcending. 
Mafiy  gentlemen  and  ladies  were  fitting 
round  a  great  table  playing  at. pharaob,  the 
fafliionable  gtune  in  thefe  countries  for  per«^ 
fons  who  love  to  hazard  their,  money*  The 
firft  thing  they  heard  was  a  noifa  in  the 
thimney,  and  after  a  little  jump,  a  man  bot 
of  the  whiteft  appeared  in  it*  A  .fecond 
followed  the  firft,  a  third  the  ffecond^  ia 
fliQirt,  they  all  exhibit^  their  iaWeperlon^ 

ages 
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ages  to  the  affemblj.  •  The  compiai^y^  fuffi- 
ciently  furprized  at  the  appearance  of  the 
iirft  man,  were  ftill  more  fo  at  that  of  thie 
iecond.  The  arrival  of  the  third  caufed  a 
univerfal  pantc.  The  ^fourth  raifed  them 
from  their  chairs,  and  the  fifth  iedt  them 
running  out  of  the -room;  Whether  they 
thought  them  robbers  or  fpirits,  is  what  is 
not  yet  afcertained,.  but  their  terror  had 
made  them  leave  all  their  money  difplayed 
upon  the  table.  The  firft  thing  the  chimney 
fweepcrs  did,  upon  finding  themfelres  maf- 
Iters  of  the  field  of  battle,  was  to  plunder  the 
enemy's  camp.  They  layed  violent  hands 
upon  the  money,  which  flood  expofed'  to 
view.  Loaden  with  the  fpoils,  they  called 
a  council  of  war  to  confult'  what  was  jpro-' 
per  to  be  done.  It  was  agreed  to  return  to 
the  guard^room,  clean  themfelves,  there  as 
well  as  they  could,  and  fay  nothing  cf  the 
matter.  They  did.fo.  As  they  had  been 
but  a  little  time  abfent,  they  trufled  to  their 
nofc  being  miffed,  which  proved  the  cafe, 
•    .  Early 


Early  the:  morning  aftert:  when  thj8.;(i44iiB|:s 
and  oth^f  jW^l^e  b^an;^^^^^  tl;^399f?* 

they  foun^ ,  them  p^rejly.  msgh  in^  thjs  ^atp 
they  hzd  Ufpithem  i|?  th^ieyeni^g^  before*. 
They  were>  f|erh^p$,..?i  Utt^e  4irtier»^^bull;,?^?. 
they  had  never  been  clean,  the  difference  did 
not  ftrike  the  fpedators.  When  the  fer- 
jcant  appeared,  they  began  by  telling  him^ 
that  they  heartily  repeated  what  they  had 
done  the  evening  before,  and  that  they 
were  drunk  when  they  inlifted.  They 
then  proceeded  to  acquaint  him,  that  they 
would  try  and  get  him  a  Uttle  fum  of  money 
if  he  would  let  them  go.  It  was  agreed  that 
they  fhouid  give  him  twenty  louis  d*ors, 
double  the  fum  which  he  had  paid  them* 
They  faid  it  would  be  difficult  for  them  to 
raife  fo  much.  That  they  would  try  how- 
ever, what  they  could  do  with  their  friends 
and  relations,  rather  than  be  forced  into  the 
army.  One  was  fent  to  negociate  for  the 
reft.  Some  little  time  after,  he  returned 
with  the  money,  which  he  pretended  to  have 

had 


had  much  difficulty  in  raifing.  The  twenty 
kmis  d'ors  were  pkhl.  The  chimney  fweep- 
crs  were  rekafed,  and  they  went  away  in 
triumph,  to  divide  the  remaindef  of  their 
i^H,  tvfeich  was  not  inconfiderable 


I.BT- 
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Whitfunday,  May  to»  almoft  ii  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  1761.  Rome. 


O  news  at  ROmcj  except  that  three 
womam  were  murdered  laft  night  in  theif 
houfe.  But  the  circumftdnces,  or  even  the 
truth  of  the  foft,  is  not  yet  known.  Things 
with  regard  to  Malta  go  on  the  fame  as 
before.  Many  knights  fet  out  yefterday 
from  Rome  to  go  to  Civit^  Vecchia,  and 
embark  on  boafd  the  pope's  galleys  fbr  that 
ifland.  The  papal  galleys,  the  St.  Peter 
and  St.  Paul,  to  which  has  been  lately  added 
the  St.  Profpero,  go  out  every  fummer  to 
cruife  againft  the  Turks  and  Moofs*  Once 
they  took  a  little  Moorifh  bark,  and  what 
triumphs  did  they  not  make  when  they 
returned  holne  !  I  do  not  know  whether 
they  did  not  even  illuminate  the  whole 
Vol.  IIL  M  town 
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town  of  Rome  for  it.  I  have  been  this 
xnorning  in  Villa  Medici,  in  which,  after 
the  great  rains,  every  plant  fmells  and  looks 
moft  delightfully.  The  pope  had  been 
obliged  to  offer  up  his  prayers  to  heaven  for 
farr  weather,  and  at  length  he  has  been 
heard.  To  ihew  you  how  much  cardinal 
Tprriggiani  is  hate4  herq  at  Rome,  I  will 
%dd  thp  following  epitaph  made  u^oix  him, 
which  {iippofes  him  dead  aud  buried  at  the 
kaning  waUy  the  place  where  they  mter 
Jews,  criminals,  excommunicated  p^rfpns, 
iffz.  Proteftapts  are  buried  in  Sextus's  tomb«. 
JauuenfeSk  is  z  ipoder^  Latin  wprdufcd  hei^^ 
^X  tM:  Genoefq,  whom  the)  pope.  hj(s  liaid 
vnder  c^nfures  foi*  refufing  to  ackfiov^iodgi^ 
f  nuncio  he  fent  to  the  Corfican^;. 

*  Diis  manibu?  Genioque  loci. 
Aloyfio  Cofimo  Torriggian;  Cardluali 

.    Flo- 

•'  To  the  infernal  Gods  and  evil  gcaiu^t  of  the.  place^ 
The  fcnatc  and  peqplc  of.  Rome  have  prepared,  thk 

lepulduc 


ITALT,    GERMANY,    fcc*    175. 

Florentino, 

Quod  JanueBics  e  iinu  pi^tm  Ecclefiae 

Expukrit^ 

Fapxilun^iue  Roixianum  Lufitanicae 

Pecmiiaei  pondere  fuWevaverit^ 
Exulpmque  JefuitarvnA  numerum 

Sen»tu5  Populufquci  Roraanus  extra,  portanx 

•    Flami«Um  M  murtm  inclmatum 
Mottumcntum  pofuit  iwsmlmBqu^  paravit. 

The  pQvt%  FUnaiola  i?  what  is  now  caUed 
FortadelPopolo,  of  which  I  h?tve  sUreadjr 
given  a  4^rcriptiprii, 

iepnkhre,  and  ratfed  thk  tnenanent  at  th^  ktming  t?^i 
without  l||ie  Flamiaiaa  gate,  ta  the  cacr4inal  Aloyfiut 
Cofimui  Torrlgiani  of  Florence,  for  having  cxpdlcd  the 
Genocfe  from  the  bofom  of  the  holy  church }  for  having 
cafcd  the  Roman  people  from  the  weight  of  Portugueft 
money  $  and  for  having  wonderfully  increafed  the  num^ 
bcr  of  exited  Jcfuitf. 

M  a    ■  Wedpef* 
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Wcdncfday,  May  13,  half*  after  3t2 
at  noon,  1761.  Rome. 

It  Is  true  that  the  three  women  were 
murdered  four  nights  ago,  but  as  yet  it  is 
not  known,  who  did  it.  The  houfe  was 
likewife  robbed.  According  to  the  cuftom 
of  this  country,  moft  of  the  people  who 
lived  nigh,  or  had  any  concerns  with  the 
family  have  been  put  into  prifon,  in  order 
to  undergo  proper  examinations.  They  fay 
it  muft  have  been  more  than  one  who  perpe- 
trated this  horrid  deed,  by  the  *  inftruments 
of  death  found  in  the  houfe.  There  was  a 
knife  and  two  or  three  of  thofe  inftruments 
with  which  they  kill  hogs  iii  this  country. 
It  is  a  fort  of  long  awl,  which  they  run  into 
their  hearts,  and  fo  put  the  poor  beafts  out 
of  their  pain   much  quicker   than   we   do. 

*  Thefe  circumftances  were  not  true,  as  will  be  feen 
hereafter  by  the  confcffion  of  the  criminal,  which  is  in 
thefe  paperst 
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The  following  cdi£t  is  publiflied  concerning 
this  affair,  which  I  will  tranflate,  to  Ihew 
you  the  ftyle  of  the  country  in  thefe  forts 
of  things. 

''  Edia 

*'  of  impunity  and  reward. 

^*  The  moft  illuftrious  and  reverend 
**  Cornelius  Caprara,  governor  general  of 
**  Rome  and  its  diftrifts,  and  vice-chamber- 
"  lain  to  his  holinefs,  being  defirous  of 
*^  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  thofe  male- 
"  faftors,  who,  on  faturday  morning,  the 
*^  ninth  of  this  prefent  month  of  May,  did, 
"  by  many  wounds  and  ftabs,  barbaroufly 
"  murder  in  their  own  habitation,  oppofite 
*^  to  St.  Guilianello's  church,  the  three  un- 
"  happy  women,  Francifca  Dei,  widow  of 
**  the  late  Jofeph  Antonio  Rofati,  Anna 
'*  Dei,  widow  the  late  Francis  Roffi,  toge- 
**  ther  with  Francifca  Vctturini,  (their 
^*  maid  fervant)  ;  The  governor  being  de- 
^*  firous  of  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
M  3  -  •*  authors 


^*  authors  of  the  albrefaid  f  neirmeirs  erlcafe^ 
**  td  the  eoiJ  that  they  may  jcc^dw  the 
^^  j^»i(hin€nt  due  to  their  horrid  ^i^niy 
^f  orders  and  commands,  zccordiu^  to  th» 
^*  oracle  received  cxprcfsly  from  the  mouth 
**  of  Qur  holy  father,  th^t  whatever  pcrfons 
^*  of  whatever  ftate,  degree  or  condition, 
^*  eye^  ecclefiaftipal,  have  any  knowledge  of 
^^  tk^  paakfafitofs,  whp  perpetrated  the^Qre* 
^*  faid  fpurdersb,  as  Well  a?  ^f  t|iofe  wii0 
^^  have  harboured  th^  fttoe,  i>t  hav^  any 
*f  way  he&tx  aec^q^^plices  to  the  befbr«e  jafien^ 
^^tioiied  crinie,  fiiould  ^clarfe  what  th[ey 
•^  know,  within  the  fpace  of  fw^  raojiths^ 
*'  to  hjs  moft  illullrious  fignorfhip*  or  -hii 
^'  principal  notary  here  underwritteHf  v^nd 
**  this  under  an  aflurance  of  the  pcrfons 
^  fo  ifiiforming  remaining  undifcovered,  and 
;*'  imdpr  pain,  in  cafe  of  difobedience,  of 
^*  being  condemned  to  the  galleys^  eithei 
•<  for  a  pertain  lime  or  for  life,  according 
^^  to  thse  mor^  w  lefs  ^ggrayatiflg  circum* 
^^  ftfJP^e*  <Kf  tiidtf-'o«ik(Ii4;)n,|  th^  dot^rjRit«n^ 

a  of 
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•*  of  wlikh  \vill  remiEmi  in  tlie  breaft  of  hh 
^^  Aeft  iUuftnous  £gn3oriIx2p« 

**  On  idie  edntrftry,  thoTe  who  fliall  revieal 
**  the  malefk^or  ii>r  malcl&flors,  or  accom- 
plices of  the  faid  murders,  Ihali  receive 
the  rewahd  of  ftve  httBdfed  crowns  {pretty 
near  the  fame  as  a  crown  Engliih^)  *^  tb^be 
**  difburfed  immediately  by  the  reverend  a- 
•*  psdftoLical  chamber,  ptovided  thit  they  give 
^  iuffioient  informatiojfi  to  proceed  againfl: 
^*  the  malefa(Sors,  who  have  abfconded,  and 
^'  to  feXpdife  to  the  torturie  thofe,  w^io  arc 
**  apprehended* 

f^  htii  fikppofing  the  informer  be  an  ac- 

"  adiiTf|>Hce^  over  and  above  the  reward,  he 

**  fliaH   teceive  a  full   and   entire    pardon, 

"  provided  he  give  fufficient  information,  a$ 

^**  above,  againft  the  other  malefactors. 

^^  And  in  order  that  no  perfbn   imy  have 
**  excufe   for   not  obeying  thefe  our   com- 

M  4  mands. 
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•^  mands,  our  holy  father  releafes  from  the 
**  blame  of  irregularity  any  ecclefiaftic  that 
•^  may  reveal,  or  do  any  thing  in  execution  of 
**  this  prefent  edict,  which  fliall  be  affixed 
^^  and  hung  up  in  the  ufual  places  of  Rome^ 

•*  Rome.    From  oyr  niftnfiQn?houfe,  May 
**  II,  1761, 

**  C,  Caprar^,  governor  and  vice-chamberlain, 
^*  Bernardino  Rofetti,  notary/* 

This  is  ^11  vv^e  know  at  prefept  of  fo  horrid 
,  an  affair.  Indeed,  I  wonder  piore  murders 
do  not  happen  hi  Rome,  as  the  government 
is  fo  very  mild,  or  rather  relaxed.  I  do  not 
believe  they  ei^ecute  above  one  perfon  in  a 
year.  There  are  paany  caufes  of  this,  but 
the  two  principal  are  the  protection  of  the 
churches,  and  the  protection  of  the  princes'^ 
and  cardinals.  The  churches  fave,  at  leaft, 
the  life  of  the  criminal,  who  flies  for  refuge 
tp  them.    Princes    and   cardinals   by  their 

inters 
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interceflion  do  as  much ;  for  they  are  fuch 
great  people,  there  is  hardly  any  denymg 
them*     And  then  the  trials  themfelves  are 
generally  fo  long,  that  two  years  often  pafs 
Ijefore  the  criminal  can  be  brought  to  due^ 
punifliment.    True  it  is,  they  have  tortures 
to  terrify  them  in  prifon,  but  they  do  not . 
perhaps  produce  the   defired   efFeft,      The 
ftreetg  too  are  fp  dark,  and  the  town  fo  111, 
or  rather  not   ^t   aU  guarded,   that  iftany 
murders  muft  happeUt    This  morning,  after 
various  vilits,  I  proceeded  iu  my  coach  along 
the  Corfo,  paffed  Piazza  Colonna,  and  after- 
wards Piiizza  Navona,  and  arrived  at  laft  at 
Pafquin'^  ftatue,  fo  famous  for  the  fatires 
in  formpr  times  hung  upon  it,  and  which 
thence  took  the  flame  of  pafquinades.     It 
is.here  Pagliarini,   my   bookfellei*,  lives.     I 
have   already  told  you  that  the  head  of  the 
family  is  in  confinement  for  having  printed 
^  fpmething  about  the  affairs  of  Portugal,  but 
his  brother  carries  on   the   bufinefs  pf  the 
Ihpp.     Rummaging  over  books,  I  her?  li^ht 

upon 
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iKpott  a  cuiious  petformottce*    It  was  n  ptsn- 
.  pous  account  of  the  embafly  fent  by  James 
the  &cojxd  to  the  pope*    Lord  Caftlemaine 
was  the  ambaflador^  attended  by  other  Romaa 
catholic ':gentlemen«    Theauthor^  howcvtr, 
only  explains,  thq'  turionfly^  the  ceremotues, 
but  not  the  end  of  this  ambafiy^    I  believe 
the  real  caufe  of  it  ivA6  always  ft  thOKr&tigh 
fecret,  but  it  was  undoubtedly  fi^methitig; 
regarding   affairs  of  religion.      Thfe   pope 
^ught  to  be  now  contented^  for  he  hits  not 
only  an  ambaflkdor^   but  the  family  kfelf 
at  his  court.    The  young  pretender,  indfei^f 
is  wanting,  and  we  do  iiot  know  what  can 
poflibly  be  become  of  him.    It  is  a  inyftery . 
Tho'  I  can  not  think  him  dead,  for  I  fee  no 
end  In  concealing  his  death.     Nor  (hotyld  I 
think  he  was  in    France,  as  he  was  fo  very 
ill  treated  by  that  nation  laft  war,  that  if  he 
has  the  leaft  fpirit,  he  will  never  have  any 
thing  xnore  to  do  with  them.    The  French, 
•after  having  figned  the  treaty  of  Aix.  la 
Chapelle,  f^ized  'him   at  the  opera,  bound 
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htm*  and  earned  him,  (uardod^  to  the  iton* 
tiers  of  France.  A  few  tnontbs  before  tfaey 
had  S^wn  him  tx)yal  honors,  and  pnxntibd 
him  afliftance  in  monej  and  troops*  Perhaps 
the  court  of  Rome  and  the  court  of  England 
may  know  where  he  isj  biat  the  body  of 
pcfople  id  both  jiations  are,  I  believe,  equally . 
ignorant  of  his  defUny%  The  old  man  li^es 
very  retired,  and  I  thit^fc  you  hardly  ever 
hear  his  name  mentioned*  Cardinal  Stuart^ 
or,  as  they  call  him  here  York,  the  younger 
brdtber,  makes  more  noife,  and  parades 
^bout  Rome.,  Iiraving  h^  large  hom&cet 
granted  to  hinv 


Thurday,  May  14,  three  quarters  after 
12  at  HOOD)  1 761,  Rome. 

With  regard  to  the  murder  of  the  three 
women,  there  is  a  fufpicion^  they  fay,  fallen 
upon  three  journeymen  taylors,  who  ufed  to 
frequept  their  houfe,  and  who  have  abfent-» 
«4  th^rofplves  frpBj  Jloipc# 

^      The 
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-  The:Roinan  galleys  fat  out  yefterday  from 
Civita  Vecchia  to  cruife  againft  the  Moors, 
aijd  condu£t  at  the  fame  time  many  knights 
of  Malta  to  their  little  ifland.  There  were 
a  great  number  of  them  afiemhled  here  at 
Rome,  from  the  different  parts  of  the 
V  world,  in  their  way  to  Malta,  in  obedience 
to  the  grand  mafler's  orders^  He  has 
laid  a  tax  too  upon  thofe  who  have  com- 
piendas  or  benefices,  ib  that  the  govern- 
ing part  of  the  order  is  likely  to  be  a  gainer 
by  thi?  threatened  invafion  of  the  Turks; 
We  hear  at  prefent  jio  talk  of  them,  nor 
do  I  believe  that  they  had  ever  any  intent 
tions  againft  that  iflandt 


LET. 
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Sunday,  May  17,  1761.     Three  quarter* 
after  12  at  noon*     Rome, 

J\  Nephew  of  the  three  women  that  were/ 
murdered  has  been  taken  .up  upon  fufpicion 
of  having  committed  the  deed,  but  there 
feem  to  be  no  grounds  for  the  furniife. 

I  was  laft  night  at  the  Jews  fynagogue, 
where  they  had  fome  great  feftival,  I  know 
not  what.  I  there  faw  a  number  of  rooms 
illuminated  with  lights,  and  heard  a  number 
of  people  making  a  very  great  noife.  The 
Ghetto  is  the  name  of  the  place  which 
the  Jews  inhabit  in  Rome,  and  in  many 
other  parts  of  Italy.  It  is  a  diftrift  of  the 
city  walled  in,  within  which  they  are  obliged 
to  live.  They  may  come  out  into  the  town 
during  the  day  time,  but  the  gates  of  their 
I  divilion 
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divifion  are  fhut  up  at  fun-fet,  nor  are  thej 
unlocked    until    fun-rife.     However,    this 
evening,  as  it  was  i  particular  ftftival^  they 
had  leave  to  keep  them  open  till  late.     Upon 
our  arrival  there^    we   found   four  or  five 
more  coaches  belonging  to   perfbns  whofe 
curipitty  had  brought  them  vpon  the  fam^ 
6rrand  as  ourfelvcs.    The  Jews  treated  us 
with  great  civility^  and  indeed,  how  CQu)d  a 
people  (o  humbled  as  the£&5re,  dootheiwife^ 
As  there  were  a  number  of  lights,  and  a 
number  of  people,  the  beat  wa$  mofft  excef- 
five.    Thet?e  was  a  fort  of  ftench  too,  which 
is  genierally  to  be  enjoyed  in  the  Ghetto,  and 
which  I  believe  is  owing  to  the  great  quaa^ 
tity  of  inhabitants  in  it,  near  ten  thoufand 
crouded  altogether.    After  I  had  feen  every 
thing  that  was  to  be'  feen»  I  thanked  Ema- 
nuel, a  Jew  of  my  companion's  accjuaintance, 
who  had  been  oiu  gentleman  uiher,  and  we 
re-entered  the  Chriftian  part  of  Rome.  Poor 
unhappy  nation  of  the  Jews !  I  pity  them  in 
thefe  countries.     The  Ave  Maria  bell  no 

fooner 
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fooDer  >fing«,  which  is  bal£  aa  hour  after 
fuib-fct^  thaa  immediateliy  the  gates  of  die 
Ghetto^  are  fhut,  nor  is  there  any  more 
egre&  from  them  till  morning,  I  think 
they  ^rc  nearly  as  bad  ofF  as  the  Englifh 
were  in  William  the  Conqueror's  time,  when 
at  the  toll  of  the  curfew  they  were  obliged  to 
put  out  fire  aiid  caudle*.  They  m^y  indeed 
have  as  much  £re  and  as  many  candles  as- 
they  pkafe,  but  then  liberty^  aiWefired  liberty 
is  denied  them*  They:  pay  befides  many 
hearvy  taxes  to  the  pope>  and.  receive  many^ 
iafults  frqm  the  pepple,.  j«id  yet  notwith- 
ftamding  all  of  thera  remain  faithful  to  their 
hw  and  religion,  Tho^  itidced,  if  we  turn 
our  eyes  to  Spain  and  Portugal,  the  privi^ 
kges  they  have  here  are  great  They  burn 
them,  at  leaft  did  fo  formerly,  in  thofe 
qpufttries  if  they  are^  dif^overed.  Tho*  I 
be^eve  that  law  onjy  regards  Spaniflb  and: 
PortjLtguefe  fu.bje<9:s>.  who  apoftatize.  to  the; 
Jwrifh  religion,,  to  which  they  fay  thofe  two. 
Jiatipns  are  very,  m^ch  iucliUedt    However, 

their 
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their  fituation  in  Rome^  tho*  not  (b  bad,  is 
not  the  moft  agreeable.     And  then  they  are 
obliged  every  faturday^  which  is  their  fab- 
bath,  to  attend  at  aChriftian  fermon.     It  is^ 
a   Dominican  friar  who  preaches  to    them. 
^heyfay  many  o£  them  flop  their  ears,  not 
to  hear  the  blafphemies  which,  according  to 
their    way  of    thinking,    muft    be  uttered. 
Many  too,  in  fpight  df  the  rioife  the   Italian 
preachers  make,  refign   themfelves  into  the 
arms  of  deep.     To  rcicpedy  the  two   before 
mentioned  evilsj  a  knight  armed  with  a  Gane> 
patrols  through   the    affembly,  and  inflidls 
more  or  lefs  blows  of  it  upon  delinquents  in 
fimilar  cafes,  according  to  the  greater  dr  lc{$ 
henioufnefs  of  their  offence;     Many   others 
are  the   difagrefeable  circumftances  to  which 
the  Jews  in  Rome  are   fiibjeft*     They  are 
forbidden  to  keep   the   Talmud^  faid  to  be 
traditions  from  Mofes  and  the  Prophets,  and 
in  which  their   prefent  religion  chiefly  con- 
lifls.     Where  the  facramerit  is  expofed  iil 
any  church,  they  are  not  to  pjafs  by  the  doof 

of 
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pf  it*  Upon  good  friday  they  date  not  ap- 
pear out  of  their  habitations^  and  indeed  all 
cafter  they  have  but  a  bad  time,  Ttey  are 
known  by  a  yellowifh  piece  of  cloth  they 
are  obliged  to  wear  tied  about  the  crbwn  of 
their  hati  Poor  Jews  !  I  pity  them.  If  per-* 
fecution  alone  proves  a  religion^  as  an  Iriih^ 

.  man  in  Spain  told  me  it  did,  in  relation  to 
the  hardfhips  he  complained  the  Roman 
catholics  fufFered  in  that  iflatid,  if,  I  fay, per* 
fecution  alone  can  prove  a  religion,  that  of 

.the  Jfews  has  more  right  at  prefent  to  be  true 
than  any.  The  fail  I  believe  is,  that  no  re* 
ligionistobe  deftroyed  by  perfecutlon,  for 
the  moment  perfons  are  perfuaded  of  the 
truth  of  what  they  believe,  let  that  perfuafioa. 
be  ever  fo  falfe,  yet  as  their  blindnefs  mak«s 
them  convinced  of  it,  they  would  facrifiofe 
every  thing  in  the  World  to  preferve^  it.         ' 
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Rome^  Thurfday,  May  21, 
I  o'clock  afternoon. 

W  E  have  had  the  news  this  ndorning  of 
Bellifle*s  having  furrendered  to  the  Britilh 
arms.  I  hope  it  may  be  true.  There  is  alfo 
a  report  of  there  having  been  taken  up  at 
Termcina,  three  men  fuppofcd  to  be  the 
authors  of  the  late  murder.  We  talk  of  peace, 
but  whether  with  foundation  I   know  not. 

I  have  been  this  morning  to  fee  the  pro- 
ceffion  of  the  Corpus  Domini.  I  was  tired 
with  it,  as  being  longer  and  lefs  curious  than 
thofe  in  Spain.  At  Rome  they  have  no 
dancing  giants  or  other  pretty  things  of  that 
kind,  to  divert  your  eyes.  Indeed  this  capital, 
in  its  outward  appearance,  is  the  moft  like  a 
proteftant  country  of  any  Roman  catholic 

towu 
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town  I  have  ever  feen,  The  fuperftitious 
ornaments  of  their  religion  abound  much 
more  the  farthei?  you  go  from  the  capital 
of  it*  It  is  indeed  natural,  if  we  refleft,  that 
it  ihould  be  fb,  and  the  farther  any  opinion 
is  removed  from  its  center  the  more  it  dege* 
nerates.  I  was  pleafed  at  the  wonder,  which 
one  Sebaftian,  a  fervant  I  have  juft  got  out 
of  the  country,  (hewed  at  every  thing.  He 
feems  come  into  a  new  world  from  fo  little  a 
place  as  Bibbiena,  from  whence  I  had  him. 
The  magnificence  of  the  proceffion,  and  of 
St.  Peter's  church,  and  the  croud  of  people 
and  all  together,  confufed  his  mind  to  fuch 
a  degree,  he  did  not  feem  to  know  what  to 
do*  Indeed  St.  Peter's  is  a  moft  magnificent 
edifice,  and  the  oftener  I  go  into  it  the  more 
it  ftrikesme.  I  have  heard  fome  prejudiced 
Englifh  equal  St.  Paul's  to  it,  but  they  either 
muft  have  no  eyes,  or  thofe  organs  muft  have 
a  very  diminifhing  efFeft  with  regard  to 
things  fituated  out  of  their  native  country. 

N?  The 
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T*hc  only  part  of  the  proccffion  which  wa4 
new  to  me,  was  the  pile  on  which  the  pope 
was  carried^  which  waa  raifed    to  a  great 
height,  and  fupportcd  by  many  people  who 
^  walked  under  it.   On  the  top  of  all,  bolffererf 
in  with    cuihions^    knelt   the  pope,  t^hofe 
hands  were  fupported  aloft  by   a  defe  made 
on  purpofe,  and  in  them  was  raifed  to  public 
view  the  confecraJted    wafer.     Behind  him 
were  held  upon   long  poles,  large  fans  o( 
oftrich  feathers,  which  made  him  apjpearas 
hi  iht  clouds  to  a  fpeiilator  from  the  ground. 
As  the  pompous  machine  pafled  we  all  kndt 
down,  which  I  have  heard  in  E^nglaAd'  to  te 
trrong,  but   the   eontrary    feems   expofing 
ycurfelf  tban  o^nded  populace,  without  arif 
profit  or  honor.     After  all  Was  over  1  re* 
turned  part  of  the  way  in  bodily  fear,  npott 
account  of  ,the  eroud  of  coaches,  and  taj 
coachman  has  a  groat  propenfity  to  run  foul 
ef  all  carriages  he  meets  in  his  wa^*    Some 
time  ago  he  jdftled  me  againfl:  a  cart  full  ^^ 
wood,  and  had  like  to  have  overturned  tk 

carriage/ 
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carriage,  becaufe*  he  would  not  ftay  a 
moment  or  two  till  the  load  was  paiied. 
I  icolded  him  for  it.  His  reply  was,  "  that 
he  had  no  patience  with  thofe  fellows,  who 
had  fo  little  refpeft  for  gentlemen.  That 
there  was  a  great  deal  of  difference  between 
them  and  himfelf.  That  they  carried  wood^ 
but  he  cavaliers.*'  My  anfwer  to  this  was> 
that  what  he  faid  was  true,  but  J:.hat  if  the 
wood  was  overturned,  it  was  only  picking  it 
up  again,  if  on  the  contrary  the  cavalier  brok0 
his  neck,  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  find 
put  an  equivalent  remedy. 


N  3  LET- 
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Rome,  7  o^clod^  evening, 
Sunday^  May  24,  1761* 

1  H A  VE  been  this  morning  to  St.  Paul's, 
^  church  not  out  of  the  gates  of  Rome,  but 
near  a  couple  of  miles  from  the  inhabited 
part  of  it.  The  walls  of  Rome  at  prefent, 
are  of  the  fame  extent  as  the  ancient. 
Now,  as  the  city  is  not  quite  fo  populous 
and  flourilhing,  as  it  was  in  the  time  of 
the  emperors,  there  is  a  large  fpace  of 
ground  within  the  walls,  not  only  not 
inhabited,  but  even  not  built  upon*  There 
are  plantations  of  vineyards,  and  other  ru- 
ral produftions,  juft  as  if  you  were  in  the 
country.  I  imagine,  in  the  days  of  anci- 
ent Rome,  that  the  city  had  large  Sub- 
urbs likewife  adjoining."  But  there  is  fo^ie 
fJifFcrence  between  the  capital  of  the  pope  ^ 

territorif^* 
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territories,  and  the  metropolis  of  the  greatef): 
part  of  the  civilized  world,  as  Rome  then 
was.  After  having  experienced  fome  heat 
along  a  large  dufty  road,  we  arrived  at  St. 
Pauls*.  Tho'  St.  Peter's  is  much  fuperior, 
this  church  is  nothing  like  equal  to  its 
name  fake  in  London.  It  is  notwithftand- 
ing,  a  handfome  building,  and  there  is  a 
very  fine  antique  colonnade  of  granite, 
that  leads  up  to  the  principal  altar.  I  fay 
the  principal  altar,  becaufe  Roman  catholic 
churches  have  many  of  them.  That  which 
is  called  the  principal,  ftands  in  the  place 
where  our  communion  table  does,  and  then 
on  each  fide,  as  you  go  down,  there  ar'e  a  row 
of  others.  They  call  them  chapels,  where 
there  is  no  more  than  one  altar.  We  juft 
walked  a  little  about  St.  Paul's,  to  look  at 
*  it  and  eiyoy  the  coolnefs  of  its  ayles,  for 
as  the  fine  weather  is '  returned,  it  begins 
now  to  be  a  little  warm.  Sebaftian,  who 
was  with  us,  flared  about  in  wonder  at  the 
magnificence  of  Rome  and  its  environs.  It 
N  4  certainly, 
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certainly,  take  it  altogether,  is  the  moft 
^magnificent  city  I  have  ever  feen.  Floreac^^ 
is  cleaner,  and  perhaps,  more  agreeable, 
with  a  prettier  country  about  it,  which  is 
well  cultivated,  while  here  near  Rome,  it  is 
but  badly  fo  in  general.  The  Romans  hav^ 
different  ideas  from  other  nations.  In  fecular 
governments,  commercial,  civil,  and  military 
employments,  are  what  are  moft  fought  after^ 
Here  perfons  who  flatter  themfelves  with 
having  talents,  immediately  endeavour  to 
enter  into  orders.  Indeed  it  is  the  only  way 
in  which  they  cari  raife  themfelves,  for  who 
is  not  a  prelate  can  have  no  public  oflice* 
The  prelature  is  that  ecclefiaftical  rank, 
by  which  perfons  are  qualified  to  bear 
charges  under  the  governments  Indeed  therd 
are  the  pope's  few  officerg  to  his  troops,  who 
are  i>ot  prelates,  apd  yet  have  pofts,  fuch  as 
they  are,  but  even  thefe  are  fubfervient  to 
thejir  head,  the  prelate  Monfignor  Picco- 
luoniini,  wlfio  is  generalffjinao  of  the  p^pl 
fprQ^5f 

Til? 
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The  fpn  is  juft  fet  behind  Villa  Madama. 
The  fhadows  lengthen.  Night  approaches* 
As  ufual,  I  am  going  tp  driefs  ipr  evening 
vilits. 


LET- 
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LETTER         XX. 

Rome,  II  o'clock   at  night, 
Wcdncfday,  May  27,  1761, 

IN  O  lefs   than  a  lord  is  come  to  lodge  over 
my  head,  a  lord  fomething  or  other,  but  he 
is  aa  Irifli  Roman  catholic.     Stretched  upon 
my  fofa  after  dinner,  to  enjoy  partly  the  be- 
nefit of  fleep^  and  partly  of  building  caftles 
in  the  air,   I  was  all  on   a  fudden  waked 
from  my  reveries,  by  an  unexpected  noife 
6ver  head.     This  noife  was  not  like  that  of 
a  man  walking.     It  more  refemblcd  that  oi 
the  hammers  of  a  paper  mill  beating  flowly. 
After  the  found  had  patroled  all  about  the 
apartments  that  are  over  mine,  it  came  to 
the  head  of  the  flairs,  which  it  defcended. 
The  body  which  caufed  it,  talked  French 
in  a  magifterial  accent.     After  it  had  pro- 
ceeded down  ftairs,  I  looked  out  of  the  wi/i- 

daw> 
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dow,  to  fee  it  iflue  from  the  houfe.  There 
did  I  behold,  as  I  have  fince  found  him  out 
to  be,  my  lord's  avant-coureurj  incafed  in  the 
greateft  pair  of  jack  boots,  which  ever  ftruck 
mortal  eye.  He  had  been  fent  before  to 
take  an  apartment  for  his  lordfhip.  He  had 
only  a  red  waiftcoat  on,  girt  with  a  fort 
of  French  gilt  belt,  from  which  a  hanger 
depended.  The  people  of  this  houfe,  as  well 
as  thofe  of  the  adjoining  habitation,  (where 
they  drefs  my  dinner)  together  with  a  fwarm 
of  beggars,  were  gathered  round  about  him. 
He  in  the  middle  proudly  eminent,  feemed  to 
give  laws  to  all.  From  time  to  time,  he 
walked  two  or  three  fteps  backward  and 
forward.  A  lane  was  immediately  made, 
by  the  by-ftanders,  for  wherever  he  chofe  to 
pafs.  Th^  ftreet  re-echoed  with  the  percuf- 
iion  of  his  boots  againft  the  ftpnes.  At  laft 
however,  having  fixed  every  thing  I  fuppofe, 
he  remounted  his  horfe,  which  tho'  of  a 
diminutive  appearance,  and  feemingly  very* 
wneciual  to  the  weight  that  preffed  him,  yet 

urged 
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urged  by  frequent  fpurs,  the  efied  of  which 
muft  be  confiderably  encreafed  by  the  mtomcfh' 
turn  of  the  boots  when  in  motion^  departed 
on  a  gallop.  I  imagine  the  man  retiixned  to 
inform  his  mailer  of  his  proceedings,  and 
ccMidud  him  to  the  houfe  he  had  fixed  for 
him.  I  did  ipiot  fee  his  lordlhip  arriv^e,  as  I 
:ftras  out  making  viiits  at  the  time  he  came. 
When  I  returned  laft  night  I  found  my  ftair- 
cafe  illuminated  with  many  lamps^  for  I 
ufed  to  be  content  with  poking  up  my  way 
in  the  dark^  but  his  lordfhip  has  done  me 
the  favor,  to  light  up  the  entrance  to  my 
apartments*  Upon  my  coming  home  thi^ 
morning  I  fent  up  my  fervant  to  fee,  whe.^ 
ther  he  and  his  governor  were  at  home« 
He  left  two  tickets  with  my  name,  fo  that 
this  evening,  or  tomorrow  morning,  jthey 
will  probably,  return  me  this  cerernqnic^ 
vifit 


LET- 
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Rome^  half  an  hour  after  12,  at  noon^ 
Monday,  June  t,  ij^i^ 

1  H  E  end  of  this  liionth  I  (hall  fet  ofF  foif 
Engiafid,  taking  hoWeVer^  a  little  mttttn-^ 
fainttUs  air  at  fiibbiena  in  my  way.  His 
foidlfiip  aftd  gdvemoi'  ire  remolded  to  more 
fpacfelis  lodghigs,  as  tlley  juftly  complained 
of  tHofe  bvef  Kestd  being  too  fniall  for 
them*  "  * 

They  fay  that  Cardinal  Paolucci^s  coach-* 
man  has  been  put  into  prifon  this  ixiornin^f 
upon  fufpicion  of  being  guilty  of  the  mur- 
det  <yf  the  three  women.  As  the  report 
goes,  he  was  carrying  a  pearl  necklace  to  a 
jewellel-  to  feH.  It  was  known  by  fome  per* 
fbn  or  other  to  have  belonged  to  one  of 
thofe  women.     Leave  was  alked  of  his  maf^ 

ter 
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ter  the  cardinal,  to  arreft  him.  It  was  ^iven 
He  was  taken  up.  His  livery  was  ftripped 
off  his  back  at  the  prifbn  door,  and  he  is 
now  in  fafe  cuftody.  This  is  the  report  of 
the  day. 

On  friday  I  went  to  Tivoli,  where  I  lay 
that  night,  and  returned  on  faturday  much 
pleafed  with  my  excurfion.  Its  ancient 
name  was  Tibur,  and  the  river  Anio,  tumb- 
ling down  the  rocks,  forms  very  pi6lurefque 
fcenes, ,  I  agree  with  Horace  in  liking  it 
better  than  Lacedemon,  or  Lariffa,  tho'  I 
pever  faw  either  of  thofe  places. 

Me  nee  tarn  patiens  Lacedasmon 
Nee  tam  Lariflae  percuffit  campus  opima; 

Quam  domus  Albuniae  refonantir, 
£t  praeceps  Anio  et  Tiburai  lucus,  et  uda 

Mobilibus  pomaria  rivis.  lib,  i.  Od.  m 

The  laft  line  is  wonderfully  exaft,  when 
you  fee  the  little  cafcades,  where  the  river 
hops  down,  from  rock  to  rock,  through  tbc 

rich 
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tich  fide  of  a  hill.    The  ^harum  conke^  ano-^ 
ther  expreifion  of  the  fame  author,  is*  alfo 
equally  defcriptive  of  the  olive  trees^  which 
grow  in  amazing  plenty  roixnd^  about  this 
place>  and  are  of  fuch  a  fize»  and  their  fmall 
leavies  fo  interwoven,  that  they  do  not  give 
a  bad  idea  of  a  ihaggy  mane.     Over  Tivoli 
hangs  the  pretty  teniple  of  the  Sibyl,  which 
the*  fmall,  is  reckoned  of  perfed  architec- 
ture, but  time  has  deftroyed  a  great  part  of 
it.     Beneath  it  the  whole  river  falls  down 
miany  feet  perpendicular,  but  this  univerfal 
gufh  is  not  near  fo  pretty,  as  the  little  falls 
of  water  I  have  mentioned.     On  faturday 
we  went  to  fee  the  ruias  of  Hadrian's  villa, 
which  lie  about  th|ree  or  four  miles  from ' 
Tivoli.     Thefe  fcenes  of  former  luxury  are 
now   the    refort   of  all   venemous   animals,, 
ferpents,   vipers,  lizards,  toads,    &c.  ,  .The 
extent  of  the   remains   ig   fo   vaft,    that   it 
feems  impoffible  to  be  merely  the  villa  ojF 
that  voluptuous  prince.     Bid  your  imagina- 
tion jreprefent  to  you,  a  fcattered  confufion 

of 
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4>f  venerable  niins^  overgrown  with  mofs» 
and  interwoven  with  trees,  and  you  hav6 
fbmQ  faint  idea  of  the  place#  But  the  owl 
tlow  reigns  here  inftead  of  the  impious  Anti" 
nous,  and  the  voice  of  luxury  h^s  given 
place  to  the  cries  of  thofe  nofturnal  birds. 
Having  fatisfied  our  curiofity,  we  returned 
to  dine  at  Tivoli,  and  in  the  aftempon  def- 
cended  from  the  hilis^  and  drove  through 
the  low  country  to  Rome. 


Rome,  10  o'clock  evening 
Tucfday,  June  2,  ij6i4 

IT  Is  true  what  I  told  you  of  cardinal 
Paolucci*s  coachman  being  put  into  prifon^ 
for  the  murder  of  the  three  women.  As 
'foon  as  the  fadl  was  commited  many  of  the 
neighbouring  inhabitants,  as  t  have  already 
told  you,  were  confined  •  From  thefe  they 
learnt  who  frequented  the  houfe.  It  was 
found  that  this  coachman  had  been  there* 
He  had  been  godfather  to  one  of  the  wbtoen's 

children, 
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chiidreA,  but  the  child  was  now  dead.  Spies 
were  itntnediately  fet  at  hid  heelS)  as  well  aa 
at  thoCe  of  every  perfon,  who  had  any  ccm- 
nedlion  with  the  family^  and  who  were  not 
already  in  prifon.  With  regard  to  fpies,  I 
do  not  think  there  are  any  cleverer  than 
thofc  of  Rome,  or  that  any  government  has 
better  intelligence  of  the  little  things  that 
pafs  in  their  ftate  than  this.  The  fpics  ob-* 
ferved  that  this  man,  from  being  very  poor 
and  oppreffed  with  debts,  appeared  rather  in 
a  better  condition.  He  bought  fome  furni-^ 
ture  for  the  houfe,  where  his  family  livedo 
He  cloathed  himfelf  and  family  better.  But 
however,  as  he  was  a  cardinal's  coachman 
thefe  were  not  fufficient  circumftances  to 
apprehend  him.  You  can  not  imagine  how 
delicate  the  government  is  here  of  touching 
a  fervant,  or  any  thing  that  belongs  jEo  car- 
dinals or  princes.  However,  at  laft  he  went 
to  fell  the  pearl  necklace  I  fpoke  of  yefter- 
day.  The  fpies,  who  faw  him  with  it  in  the 
(hop,  and  obferved  that  he  left  it  there,  Went 
Vol.  IIL  O  an^ 
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and  informed  the  governor.  The  necklace 
was  carried  to  fome  of  the  people  who  had 
been  arrefted  upon  account  of  this  affair,  and 
who  knew  it  to  belong  to  one  of  thefe  wo- 
men. The  pope  was  acquainted  with  the 
whole.  They  told  him  what  fufpicions  they 
had  againft  the  man.  But  he  faid  he  would 
not  have  them  arreft  a  cardinal*?  coachman 
without  amoral  certainty  of  his  being  guilty. 
Orders  were  however,  given  out,  to  appre- 
hend him,  and  a  letter  was  fent  at  the  fame 
time  to  cardinal  Paolucci,  who  was,  toge- 
ther with  his  coachman,  at  his  country  houfe 
at  Albano.  As  foon  as  the  conftables  and 
bailiffs  arrived  at  Albano,  which  is  near  fif- 
teen miles  from  Rome,  they  fiifl  arrefted  the 
coachman,  and  then  gave  the  governor's 
letter  to  Paolucci.  You  may  imagine  he 
could  have  no  objedlion  againft  his  coachman 
being  carried  to  jail  for  fo  enormous  crime. 
Accordingly  he  was  brought  yefterday  'to 
Rome,  and  yefterday  evening  confefled  the 
whole  fa£t.     Kis  confeffion  is  as  follows. 

To 
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**  To  the  moft  lUuftrious  and  reverend  the 
^*  lord  governor  of  the  pacific  city  in  crimi- 
**  nal  affairs* 

**  Rotne^  ill  the  capital  court  concerning 
**  murder  qualified  with  larceny  and  bur^ 
"  glary. 


AgainA 
John  Albani  of  Rome,  prifoner^ 

**  Bettini  notary* 

**  i^he  morning  of  the  tenth  of  May  laft, 
"  which  was  the  feaft .  of  whitfuhday,  the 
"  following  women  were  found  dead  in  their 
"  habitation  viz* 

**  Francifca  Dei,  aged  fixty  years, 

**  Francifca  Vetturini,  aged  fifty  years^ 

**  Anna  Dei,  aged  fixty  years. 

O  i  *♦  They 
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They  were  ail  three  widows,  the  twi 
firft  Uviog  together  ia  their  befete  men 
*^  ,tioned  habitation,  which  was  frequentec 
'*  likewife  very  much  by  the  thirds  whoufe 
**  to  go  there  to  do  little  fenrices,  being  fif 
•*  tcr  to  the  former  of  the  two  faid  cohii' 
**  tants.  Now,  as  it  was  believed  thattheybai! 
"  been  felonioufly  murdered  the  preceding 
**  night,  in  order  to  rob  the  houfe,  the  mod 
•*  exa<a  refearches  were  made  to  fod  out  the 
•*  author  or  authors  of  this  moft  horrid  crime. 

^'  Finally  however,  cognition  was  bad  of 

* '  its  having  been  probably  perpetrated  by  John 

**  Albani,  of  fifty  years  of  age,  a  Roman  by 

**  birfh,  andcoachmanby  profeflion,  rod  who 

**  had  been  god-father  to  one  of  the  chiWrefl 

*•  of  Francilca  Dei.   He  was  accordingly  ^P' 

*'  prehended  in  the  cityof  Albano,bythe  offi- 

>*  cers  of  juflfce^  on  the  morning  of  ftnday 

''  laft,  31ft  df  the  month  of  May,  zndbcH 

•*  conveyed  to  Rome  and  there  imprifooed» 

"  he  clearly  confefled  the  fad,  as  folloWS' 
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That  having  known  for  many  years  the 

•*  above  mentioned  Franci&a  Dei,   Ihe  at 

*•  laft  got  him  the  place  of  poftilion  with 

*•  the  maftcr  that  her  hufband  was  then 

^^  ferving  as  coachman,  and  ^hat  upon  this 

**  theit  intimacy  increafing,    hp  flood  god- 

*^  father  to  a  daughter  the  faid  Francifca 

**  Dei  had  by  her  firft  hulband.     HoAvevcr, 

Francifca  Dei's  firft  hulband  dyings  and 

(He,  upon  his  death,  having  changed  her 

**  habitation,  he  had  not  had  an  opportunity 

**  of  vifiting  her  any  more.    He  met  her,  in-^ 

•*  deed,   from  time  to  time  in  the  ftreets, 

**  and  knew  that  fhe  was  married  again  to 

**  a  baker   in   Banchi  (a   part  of  Rome.) 

**  This  fecond  hu{band  of  Francifca  Dei's 

•*  died  likewife,  and  left  her  in  eafy  circum-* 

^*  ftances.    Although  John  Albani  had  never 

"  been  once   in  her  houfe  during   all  the 

**  time  of  her  widowhood,  and  the  life  of 

•*  her  fecond    hufband,    paffing,    however, 

"  three  or  four  months  ago  through  Banchi, 

"  and  feeing  her  at  the  window,  (he  called 

O  2  **  to 
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f^  to  him,  and  told  him  to  come  up  ftdrs  i 
^*  informing  him  of  that  being  her  prefent 
**  habitation,  and  (hewing  him  the  houfe^ 
^*  After  having  feen  every  thing  in  it,  he 
"  went  away,  but  returned  to  make  her 
"  a  fecond  vifit  ten  or  twelve  days  before 
*•  Whitfunday.  And  laftly,  as  he  was  burr 
5*  thened  with  debts,  and  did  not  know  how 
5*  to  maintain  himfelf  and  family,  confifting 
**  in  a  .wife  and  two  grown  up  daughters, 
'*  and  a  fon,  he  returned  to  her  houfe  on 
**  frlday,  two  days  before  Whitfunday,  about 
f^  the  Ave  Maria,  ^  in  order  to  beg  her  to 
^Mend  him  a  couple  of  zecchins,  as  he 
^'  knew  flie  was  in  good  circumftances. 
*^  The  door  was  opened  to  him,  upon  his 
^*  knocking,  by  Francifca  Vetturini.  He 
•*  alked  her  whether  her  companion,  Fran- 
^*  cifca  Dei,  was  at  home,  for  that  he 
'**  wanted  her  to  do  him  a  fervice*  Fran-^ 
*'  cifca  Vetturini  anfwered,  that  flie  was 
f  *  not  at  home,  and  that  Ihe  did  not  know 
ff  whether    fhe    would   return   that   nighty 

Francifc^ 
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'*  Francifca  Vetturini   told   him,  likewife, 

**  if  he  wanted  money,   that  there  were  no 

**  hopes  of  his  getting  any,  a,s  her  companion 

**  had  none.     He  pretended  that  hd  did  not 

*^  want  money,   and  aflked  her  what  time 

'*  Francifca  Dei  would  be  at  home  the  next 

"  morning.     She  faid  that  ihe  would  be  at 

^*  home  all  the  morning,  but  that  he  had 

"  better  return  in   the  evening.     He  then 

*'  went  away.     The  next  morning,  the  day 

"  before  Whitfunday,  his  neceffity  prefling 

"  him,   he  got  up  early,   and   refolved  to 

"  return  to  the  houfe,    and   aik   Francifca 

"  Dei  to  lend  him  the  two  zecchins,  (tho* 

Francifca    Vetturini    had   denied    her,    he 

probably    had    a    fufpicion     that   (he   was 

at  home   the  evening    before,)  and  ia  cafe 

**  he  found  only  one  of  the  women  in  the 

"  houfe,   he  refolved   to   murder   her,    and 

**  take  what  he  wanted  of  himfeif.     In  faft, 

**  after  having  armed  himfeif'  with  a  fliarp 

*'  pointed  knife  fixed  into  the  handle,    and 

**  after  having  provided  in  his  mafter*s  ftable 

'      O  4  ^*  a  thick 
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*^  a  thick  Arong  flick  or  club,  which  he  hid 
f*  under  his  livciy  clpak^  be  went  thus  deli- 
*•  berately  about  eleven  o'clock**  (fix  a*«:lock 
in  the  morning^  according  to  our  way  of 
reckonings)  ^^  to  the  houfe.  He  rung  the 
*•  bell  upon  being  arrived  at  lU  Francifca 
f^  Vetturini^  the  cprapanipn  of  Francifca 
**  Dei,  openpd  the  door  as  foon  as  fhe  faw 
"  who  it  was,  and  told  him  that  Francifca 
**  Dei  was  not  at  home,  and  had  not  re- 
*^  turned  home  all  night,  as  Ihe  had  told 
•^  him.  They  talked  together  fome  time, 
*'  and  at  laft  Francifca  Vetturiui  turning 
**  about  as  if  (he  was  going  into  the  kitchen^ 
•'  he  took  this  opportunity  of  giving  her 
f*  a  blow  upon  the  head  with  his  club  or 
*'  bludgeon,  which  immediately  caufed  her 

V  tq  fall  down  upon  the  ground  ftunned. 
^*  He  here  gave  her  frelh  blows  with  his 
f*  club,  and  bolted  the  ftreet  door.  But 
•*  while  he  wa?    doing  this,    he  heard   a 

V  woman  fcreaming  in  another  roonu  Upon 
ff  Yfhkh  he  immediately  ran  into  it,  where 

r  he 
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^*  he  law  Francifca  Dei  iitting^  up  in  her 
**  bed,  with  only  a  (hift  and  bed-gown  on. 
*^  He  immediately  applied  his  club  to  her 
**  tempk^  which  laid  her  flat  upon  the 
**  bed;  after  having  reiterated  his  blows, 
*'  he  pulled  out  his  knife,  and  cutting  her 
**  throat,  killed  hen  He  returned  into  the 
*^  room  where  he  had  left  Francifca  Vettu- 
**  rini  ftunncd  upon  the  floor,  and  who  was 
*^  beginning  to  move  a  little,  and  cut  her 
**  throat  likewife  with  the  fame  knife.  Af- 
**  ter  he  had  done  this,  he  wiped  his  hands, 
*^  which  were  alt  bloody,  with  the  corner 
of  one  of  the  (heets  belonging  to  the  bed 
upon  which  Francifca  Dei*s  corpfe  lay,  and 
^*  began  rummaging  the  drawers  of  her 
^*  kneeling  delk,  which  flood  by  thebed-^fide/^ 
(Thefe  kneeling  defies  are  very  common  in 
Roman  catholic  countries,  with  four  drawers 
in  them.)  **  Out  of  the  firfl:  drawer  he  took 
"  in  hafte  eighteen  or  twenty  pauls,  (nine 
or  ten  (hillings,)  "  two  pearl  necklaces  of 
ff  three  rows  of   pearls  each,    two    fmall 

rofaries 
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''  rofaries   of  lefler  pearls,   three  iblitaires 
'^  for  women,    with  crofles  pendent    fix>iii 
'^  them  fiudded  with  diamonds,  three  dia- 
•*  mond   rings,    a  pair  of  ear-rings,    ^with 
**  three  pearls  each^    leaving    every  thing 
^^  elfe  in  the  drawers  in  conAiiicMi ;  in  ^rhich 
**  ftatc  they  were  found  by  the  officers  of 
**  juftice  when    they   made    their    fcarcL 
*'  He  ftole  out  of  the .  fecond  drawer  nine 
*^  filver  fpoons,  and  nine  plain  (ilver  forks. 
*'  But  while   he  was   fearching  the  other 
**  drawers   to   find   out   where   the    money 
**  was   hid,   he  heard   the  ftreet  door  bell 
"  ring  feveral  times.     He  went  on  tip-toe 
*'  to    fee    through    the   key-hole    who    it 
^*  was,    and  finding  it   was   a  woman,   he 
"  refolved  to  open  the  door,   and  kill  her 
**  likewife,  in  order   that  he  might  not  be 
*/  difcoyered.       After   having    opened    the 
*'  door,  he  faw  it  was  one  Anna  Dei,  who 
"  ufed  to  come  and  do  fervices,  and  dine 
^'  in   the   houfe    of   the   two   old  women, 
**  being  fifter  of  Francifca   Dei,      As  flie 

kn§\v 


ITALY,    GERMANY,    &c.    119 

'*  knew  that  he  now  and  then  ufed  to  come 
•*  to  the  houfe,  Ihe  had  not  the  Icaft  doubt 
'*   of  any  thing,   but  entered  immediately, 
**  in  order  to  go  through  the  paflage  that 
**  led  to  Fiancifca  Dei's  room.     He,  upoii 
**  her  being  entered,  directly  (hut  the'ftreet 
**   door,  and  followed  her  with  the  aforefaid 
.**  club,  and  at  the  door  of  Francifca  Dei's 
•'  bed-chamber,    gave    her    three    or    four 
^'  blows,  till,  being  fallen  upon  the  ground, 
**   he  cut  her  throat  like  wife.     I-Iowever,  as 
«*  (he  ftruggled   much,    he  was  obliged  to 
**  attempt  it  with  his  knife   feveral   times 
**  before  he  compleated  the  horrid  a£l.  After 
5'  this  third  murder,  he  .was  too  much  con- 
"  fufed  to  make  any    farther  fearch  in  the 
**  houfe  of  thefe  unhappy  women  ;  and  as 
**  foon  as  he  had  waftied  his  hands  a  fecond 
*'  time  in  a  bowl  full  of  water  in  the  kitchen, 
**  went  away,^  pulling  the  ftreet  door  after 
•*  him,  which  (hut  with  a  latch.     He  imme- 
^'  diately  went  to  a  feller  at  fecond-haud's 
f  (hop   (lik^  our  merchants  in  Rag  Fair  or 

Monmputh 
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**  Monmouth  Street,)  in  St.  Barbara^s  Lane, 
**  where,  by  means  of  a  woman,  he  got 
**  pawned  at  the  mouet  the  necklace  of 
**  fmalleft  pearls  in  three  row5,  receiving 
**  for  his  pawn  forty  crowns,'*  (pretty  near 
the  fame  as  Englifli  crowns,)  •*  and  the. 
**  ticket  of  the  mount  for  the  receipt  of  the 
^*  necklace. 

The  nature  of  what  they  call  the  mount 
in  Italy  is  ^s  follows.  Imagine  the  govern- 
ment to  keep  a  great  pawnbroker's  fhop  at 
the  intereft  of  fix  per  cent.  This  is  in  a 
fevv  words  explaining  to  you  what  is  meant 
by  tBe  mount.  The  idea  would  rather  make 
us  laugh  in  England,  if  his  majefty  was  to 
become  a  pawnbroker.  But  it  is  not  a  bad 
fcheme  to  raife  money,  and  is  introduced 
in  all, the  governments  of  Italy.  Ifnoper- 
fon  appears  within  the  fpace  of  three  years, 
the  pawn  is  forfeited,  and  publicly  fold. 
In  (hort,  every  thing  is  nearly  the  fame  as 
at  a  common  pawnbroker's.     At  leaft,  this 

Is 
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is  railing  money  without  burthenkig  the 
public^  by  the  voluntary  <:ohtributicms  of  the 
people,  and  as  ail  other  perfons  are  prohi** 
l^ted  from  exercifing  that  buiinefs,  thefe 
cities  are  freed  from  that  peft  of  other  great 
towns,  the  pawnbrokers. 

**  John  Albani  afterwards  went  to  the 
^^  £at  "Cvomafiy  who  fells  things  at  fecond*^ 
^'  hamd  in  the  Smith*^  Lane,  and  by  her 
<^  means  pawned  nine  forks  and  fpoons  for 
**  thirty  crowns,  which  Ihe  gave  him  to- 
*^  gether  with  tiifc  ticket  of  the  mount  fot 
*^  the  receipt  of  the  goods.  Before  he  re- 
^*  turned  home,  he  threw  the  knife  witfi 
*'  which  he  had  murdered  the  women  into 
**  a  fuik  there  is  in  the  fquare  belonging 
*^*  to  the  Roman  coUc^e  near  S^  Martha's"; 
'*  As  loon  as  he  came  home  he  burnt  the 
^*  ftick  cr  club. 

*•  Twelve  days  afterwards  he  went  to  the 

**  feller    at   fecond-hand  thajt   lives  at  St. 

2  Andrew 


ftai         LETTERS    FROM 

**  Andrew  della  Valle,  and  brought  hidi 
•*  one  of  the  croflcs  and  a  pair  of  ear-rings 
"to  pawn  for  him  at  the  mount,  which 
"  the  feller  at  fecond-hand  did;  the  firft 
*•  for  ten  crowns  thirty  baioccs,  and  the 
•*  fecond  for  feven  crowns  twenty  baioccs ; 
**  and  two  or  three  days  afterwards  he  went 
•*  to  another  fellers  at  fecond-hand  who 
**  lives  near  the  mount,  and  made  hirti 
**  pawn  for  him  another  crofs  and  a  ring 
**  for  feven  crowns  fifty  baioccs ;  after-* 
"  wards  returning  to  the  feller  at  fecond* 
*'  hand  that  lives  at  St.  Andrew  della  Valle; 
"  he  fold  him  one  of  the  rows  of  the  pearl 
**  necklace,  with  the  largeft  pearls,  for 
•*  fifty  crowns,  pretending  to  be  fent  by 
*^  the  owner  in  order  to  fell  them,^  and  that 
^'  he  was  to  have  a  zecchin  if  he  fold  them 
**  welL  The  other  two  rows  of  pearls  of 
**  'that  necklace,  together  with  the  little 
**  rofaries  of  pearls,  and  the  other  crofles 
•*  and  rings,  as  well  as  the  five  tickets  of 
*^  the  mount,  wer  e  found  in  his  houfe,  in 

''  the 
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•*  the  fearch  made  there  by  the  officers  of 
**  juftice  upon  his  being  apprehended.  The 
**  money  received  from  thefe  pawns  he  had 
•*  partly  fpent  in  paying  different  debts,  of 
•*  his,  which  he  particularizes,  partly  to 
**  provide  for  what  his  family  and  -himfelf 
^  wanted,  and  the  reft  was  found  by  the 
**  officers  of  juftice  in  their  fearch* 

**  This  confeffion  with  regard  to  the  mur- 
**  der  remains  verified,  firft,  by  the  recog- 
**  nition  of  the  dead  bodies,  upon  which 
**  the  following  wounds  were  found. 

"  Wounds  found  upon  the  corpfe  of 
•*  Francifca  Vetturini. 

^'  Firft,  a  Wound  in  her  throat,  with, 
*^  recifibn  of  the  right  hand  jugular  vein, 
"  penetrating  quite  to  the  wind-pipe,  don6 
**  by  ah  inftrument  incident  and  perforant. 
**  Secondly,  a  wound  upon  her  head,  with 
*^  laceration  pf  the  integuments,    made   by 

"  repeated 
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^*  pleated  £tv6kcs,    and  which   facgianin^ 

^^  ^om  the  left  fide  of  the  frontal  boae^  was 

^^  extended  quite  to  the  coronal  future,  with 

•^  fra£hire  of  the  fcuU,  and  which   pene- 

•*  trated  fo  far  as  even  to  fcatter  about  the 

••  matter  of  the  brain,  all  done  by  repeated 

^*  Arokes   of  an    infkument  incidetit  ^nd 

•*  lacerant. 

••  Wounds  found  upon  the  corpfc  of  Fran* 
^  cifca  DeL 

"  Firil,  a  wound  m  her  throat,  with 
**  recifion  of  the  carotis,  and  laceration  of 
**  all  the  contiguo«is  Tales  and  mufcles, 
caufed  by  an  inflrument  incident  and 
IScerant.  Secondly,  one  in  her  forehead, 
caufed  by  an  infirument  incident  and 
^*  perfbcant.  thirdly,  one  above  her  left 
^  eye,  by  an  miilrument  incident  and  per« 
**  firant.  Fourthly,  one  near  the  faid  eye, 
^*  made  by  an  inflrument  incident  and  per- 
••  foiraat.    Fifthly,  one  upon  the  eye-brow 

«*  of 
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**  of  the  right  eye,  tnade  likewifc  hj  an 
*  *  iriftrument  incident  and  perforant  *  Sixthly, 
^^  one  upon  the  left  temple,  with  laceration 
**  of  the  integuments  and  entire  fra£lure 
•*  of  the  bone,  till  part  of  the  matter  of 
'*  the  brain  came  out,  made  by  an  inftru* 
**  ment .  incident  and  iacerant.  Seventhly, 
**  one  near  the  faid  temple,  with  fradlure 
**  of  the  ikuU  quite  to  the  matter  of  the 
*^  brain,  made  by  an  inftrument  incident 
"  and  laccrant/  Eighthly,  one  repeated  in 
**  the  fame  place  by  an  ihftrumeut  incident 
**  and  lacerant.  Ninthly,  one  near  the  fame 
**  place,  made  by  the  fame  inftrument. 
Tenthly,  one  on  the  right-hand  fide  of  the 
hinder  part  of  the  head,  made  like  wife 
by  an  inftrument  incident  and  lacerant. 


•*  Wounds    found    upon    the    corpfe   of 
**  Anna  Dei. 


14 


Firft,  a  wound  in  her  throat  upon  the 
"  epiglotis,  mad$  by  an  inftrument  incident 
Vol.  hi.  P  "  and 
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and  perforant.     Secondly^  011&  in  the  \tk 
jugular    vein.     Thirdly,    one    near    the 
**  carotis  on  the  fame  fide.     Fourthly,   one 
**  on  the  right  hand  fide  near  the  jug^ar 
*'  vein*     Fifthly,  one  near  the  carotis ;  all 
*^  made  by  an  inftnimcnt  incident  and  per- 
"  forant,  and  penetrating  to  the  wind-pipe. 
**  Sixthly,  one  upon  the  bridge  of  the  nofe. 
Seventhly,  one  above  the  left  eye.  Eighthly, 
one  upon  the  frontal  bone,  where  the  hair 
V  begins   to  grow.     Ninthly,   one   on  the 
.**  other  fide  likewife,  where  the  hair  begins 
^*  to  grow.     Tenthly,  one  on  the  beginning 
".  of  the  coronal  future ;  all  made  by  an 
*' .  ififtrument  lacerant  and  incident.     Ele- 
**  venthly,  one  in   the   palra  of   her  left 
*^  hand,  made  by  an  inftrument  incident 
•*  and  perforant. 


The  tranfiatioil   of  thefe  wounds  as  dc» 

fcribed  by  the  furgeons,  may  have  tired  and 

rfhocked  you,  befidfts,   I  have  not  been  able 

1^  to  tranflate  them  well,  as  I  do  not  know 

the 
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the  proper  technical  terms  of  furgcry*     But 
to  continue* 


'*  NotwithAanding  part  oif*  the  above  tn«n- 
•*  tioned  wounds  were  adjudged  by  the 
learned  furgeons  to  have  been  caufed  by 
an  inftrument  incident  and  lacerant,  yet, 
upon  their  being  juridically  examined 
a  fecond  time,  by  the  reafons  there  given. 


€i 
€1 
€i 

€€ 

•*  they  do  hot  exclude  their  having  poflibly 
*'  been  caufed  by  an  inftrument  contundent 
**  and  lacerant,  as  a  club  or  ftick,  and  in 
**  part  the  caufe  of  the  deaths  of  thefe 
^'  unhappy  women% 

"  The  confeliion  with  regard  to  the  mur- 
••  der  Remains  verified^  fecondly,  by  the 
"  dead  bodies  being  found  in  the  fame  pofi- 
'*  tion  as  defcribed  by  the  prifoner,  with 
"  the  Iheet  and  bowl  of  water  ftained  with 
^*  blood. 

P  2  *'  Thirdly, 
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'•  Thirdly,  by  the  acquaintance  he  hd 
*•  with  the  three  deceafed  women,  as  rfe- 
**  counted  by  himfclf,  and  verified  by  divers 
•*  witncfles,  which  gave  him  an  eaiy  entrance 
•*  into  the  houfe,  when,  oii  the  contraiy, 
"  they  were  very  cautious  of  opening  the 
•*  door  to  any  perfon  elie,  till  they  kne\7 
**  the  quality  of  him  that  denaanded  ad- 
*•  jniffion* 

**  The  confefiion  with  regard  to  the  rob- 
bery remains  verified,  firft,  from  the  pre- 
exiftence  and  deficiency  of  the  before 
mentioned  ftolen  gooda,  according  to  the 
depofition  of  various  witneffcs :  (the  wit- 
jiefies  named}. 


$4 
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Secondly,  ffom  the  inciting  caufc  to 
^*  commit  this  robbery,  deduced  from  the 
^  prifoner^'s  extreme  poverty,  confeffedby 
**  himfelf,  and  proved  by  various  witneffes  J 
(witneffcs  named). 


t«  Thirdly 
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'^  Thirdly,  by  the  money  {pent  tdtra  vires, 
**  for  he  paid  many  debts  with  which  he  was 
^^  burthenedf  a$  he  himfelf  confefied,  and 
**  which  is  verified  |by  the  creditors  them- 
♦^  ielvest     (The  creditors  named*) 

^*  And  fourthly  and  laftly,  the  confeflion 
**  with  regard  to  the  robbery  remains  veri- 
**  fied  by  the  fale  of  one  of  the  rows  of 
^'  pearls  to  the  feller  of  fecon4  hand  things 
**  at  St.  Andrew  della  Valle,  according  to 
^^  the  depofition  of  the  fame,  and  by  the 
^*  five  tickets  of  the  mount,  found  in  the 
*^  prifbner^s  houfe,  as  well  as  the  remainder 
'♦  of  the  flolen  goods,  »with  part  of  the  mo- 
*/  ney  received  upon  thole  that  were  pawned, 
•*  and  the  goods  were  proved  to  be  the  fame 
^^  the  unhappy  women  had  in  their  poffeffion 
^^  by  the  before  mentioned  witnefles,  and  the 
*^  fellers  at  fecond-^haud  depofed  upon  oath, 
/*  that  they  pawned  for  the  prifbner  the 
^^  above  mentioned  things,  &C.  &c,  &c- 

P  3  Wednefday^ 
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Wcdncfday,  June  3,  lySi. 
I  o*cl«ck1n  the  afternoon. 

THE  gqvcrnor  was,  prefent  y^fterday 
evening  at  a  canverfatiane,  or  affembly,  lyherc 
I  went.  He  faid  that  John  Albani  had  made 
him  two  requefts.  The  one  was  to  have  ? 
particular  qonfeffor,  an4  the  other  tp  have 
more  to  eat.  **  I  know,  faid  he,  I  am  to  die 
^Mn  a  fhort  time.  At  leaft  feed  me  well 
^*  while  I  live.**  And  yet  the  government 
allows  prifoners  in  jail  nine  pence  a  day, 
but  he  was  not  contented  with  that  fum. 
The  governor  fays,  he  believes  no  prifoners 
have  fo  nauch  allowed  them  as  they  have 
here.  I  could  not  anfwfer  him  y^s  or  no^ 
with  regard  to  ours,  tho'  I  believe  they  livp 
l)ut  poorly,  if  they  have  not  fomething  of 
their  own.  They  fay  Albani  will  be  ex- 
ecuted in  about  a  fortnight.  His  death  is  tp 
be  wazzolation^  an  Italian  word  which  mpans, 
jth^t  hp  is  firfl  to  be  knocked  down  with  9 

ma|let 
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mallet  like  an  ox,  and  thin  have  his  throat 
cut.  Indeed  it  is  theVery  fame  fate  he  made 
the  poof  women  fufFer.  It  is  an  uncommon 
punifhment  here  jt  Rome,  and  only  for  great 
crimes.  They  generally  hang  as  we  do* 
They  never  break  upon  the  wheel,  any 
znore  than  in  Great  Britain.  The  govern- 
ment^ with  regard  to  criminal  proceedings, 
i^  certainly  much  too  niild  here,     . 


Rome,  I  o'clock  afternoon, 
Thurfday,  June  4,  1761. 

AS  a  proof  of  the  great  mildhefs,  or 
rather  relaxation  of  this  government  with 
regard  to  criminal  affairs,  I  will  bring  you 
an  example,  which  happened  yefterday,  and 
of  which  my  fervant  Sebaftian  was  witnefs. 
It  happened  in  Piazza  Navona.  As  he  was 
paffing  through  it  about  five  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  he  faw  two  men  quarrelling. 
One  flung  a  ftone  at  the  other,  which  hit' 
him  upon  the  breaft.  He  who  had  received 
P  4  the 
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the  blow  went  up  to  the  other,  coUared 
him  with  his  left  hand,  and  with  his  right 
plunged  his  knife  thrice  into  hinsu    This  he 
did  with  all  the  apparent  phlegm,  and  tran* 
^  quillity  in  the  world.     He  then  walked  at 
leifure  to  the  fteps  before  St«  Agnes^s  church, 
where  he  could  not  be  apprehended,    and 
patrolled  up  ^nd  down  them  widii  as  oaiich 
quiet  as  if  ho  had  been  taking  a  coiitempla* 
tive  walk.     The  other  in   the  mean    time 
began  crying  out  and  (hewipg  hi?  wounds. 
He  had  one  in  his  arni,  another  in  his  brcaft^ 
but  Sebaftian  did  not  fee^  where  the  third 
ftruck.   He  dr^w  up  the  fhirt  of  hisi  wonnded 
arm,  which  was  pouring  out  blfiod.     He 
was  only  in  a  waiAcoat.     H^  put  his  hand 
likewife  many  tipaes   upon  the  wound  isx 
his  breaft,  whiph  fhed  blood  toQ,  but  in  lefs 
quantity,    and   every   time  he  touched  it^ 
he  bu'jrft  out  into  tear?  affeCh,  ^haftian,  who 
was  in  company  with  another  ferv?^nt,  then 
came  away.     It  is,  dangerous  in  this  foun^ 
try  to  be  Haying  where  broils  aret     For 

wbe'n 
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^hen  tho  officert  of  jmftke  coti^^  they  put 
all  prefent  into  jail^  iomc  as  accomplices  aodi 
others  as  witncflest  The  criminal,  who  gene» 
rally  takes  refuge  in  a  churchy  ia  the  only 
perfcm  th^t  can  not  be  touched^^  Indeed  they 
difcharge  thofe  who  are  not  guilty,  after 
fome  days  imprifonment,  but  ftill,  it  is  hard 
to  be  fent  into  confinement  and  endure  all 
the  hardihijps  of  it,  tho*  for  ever  fo  Ihprt  9 
timet 

There  is  nothing  farther  material  about 
the  coachman.    It  feems  he  had  been  a  but^ 
cher,  fo  that  he  was  pradiced  in  the  art  of 
killing."  He  has   not  only  demanded  to  eat 
better,  but  to  have  a  better  bed  during  the 
little  time  he  is  to  live.'    It  feems  he  went 
up  flairs  and  marked  the  door  of  the  people 
that  lived  over  the  rooms  where  the  women 
were  murdered,  with  blood,  in  order  that 
the  fufpicion  of  the  murder  might  fall  upon^ 
theni.     He  fays  he  was  fo  confufed,  that  he 
h^d  very  little  fe^r  ^bout  him,  e^fcept  of  fee- 
ing 
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ing  wh^  he  had  done!  They  report  that  he 
has  been  guilty  of  other  crimes  •  I  think 
I  fhould  make  an  excellent  ordinary  of  New- 
gate. When  I  return  to  Epgland  I  believe! 
(hall  take  orders,  and  you  muft  get  me  pro- 
moted to  that  poft. 


LET- 
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Rome,  five  o'clock  afternoon,  .. 
Saturday,  June  6,  1761. 

JlV.  S  I  think  you  like  to  fee  nature  uuful-^ 

lied,  I  will  tranflate  you  a  letter  of  Sebaf; 

tiaii  to  his  patron  in  Tufcany.     As  he  is 

^  gone  out  to  buy  me  a  fword-knot,  I  have  time 

to  CQpy  it.    He  has  given  it  me  linfealed  to 

inclofe  in  one  of  mine.    You  may  think  it 

a  breach  of  truft  to  read  a  fervant's  letter, 

tut  ^s  they  do  nof  contain  plots  againft  th^ 

ftate,  I  hope  it  is  a  crime  that  may  be  pzr- 

4oned,     I   will  endeavour  to  preferve  the 

^yle  in  the  tranfl^tion.     It  is  as  follpwSf 

|t.ome,  June  6,  1^61^ 

^*  My  dearpft  fir, 
^*  yo\i  caij  nqt  imagine  the  pleafure  I  had 

.  ''  in 
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**  in  receiving  a  letter  from  yon^  I  am  as 
'^  glad  as  poflibly  can  be^  to  hear  you  be 
^*  well  in  health  aod  all  your  good  hmij, 
♦*  Heaven  preferve  you  fo.  I,  thank  heaven, 
^*  am  weiU  So  is  Signor  Chriftopher,  (mean' 
♦'  h)g  me,)  heaven  preferve  him.  Where  we 
"  live  is  very  good  ain  It  makes  one  eat  a 
^'  great  deal  But  I  keeps  to  th^  rule  you 
**  gave  me,  when  I  left  Bibbiena«  I  eats  as 
S*  little  as  I  poffihiy  can.  As  ftjr  chawing 
4<  rheubarbi  I  doec  not  think  I  h^ve  occdon 
♦•  at  prefer;  for  it/^  If  1  finds  any  thing, 
**  if  1  finds  any  opprefiion  upon  my  ftoroach, 
^  I  will  begin  chawing  it  immediately^  If 
4*  J  be  always  as  I  be  now  I  am  content.  I 
^*  have  feen  a  great  many  fine  things  here  at 
*^  Rom?,  fine*  palaces,  and  fine  churches. 
♦'  For  news^  at  Rome,  all  I  can  tell  you  is, 
*<*  that,  as  they  t?ll  oie,  a  coachman  is  to  be 
^^  e}tecuted  next  w^ek.  He  was  the.coach* 
V*  man  of  a  cardinal,  Killed  three  women. 
♦*  And  this  happened  the  day  before  wl^^^' 
^  funday.  Kow  he  goe^  that  mormng^^ 
I  ♦♦her 
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het  houfe^  having  been  godfatiier  to  hef 

**  child^  and  he  gives  her  the  good  morrow 

^^  with  killing  her ;  and  this  was  not  enough, 

^^  he  cut  the  throat  of  another  irarman  ihe 

^^  had  in  the  houfe;  and  when  h«  had  done 

^^  all  this,  he  began  rummaging  the  houie,  M 

•*  carry  away  what  he  liked  b«ft.    Now 

•*  while  he  was  doing  this  fome  body  knock* 

**  ed  at  the  door ;  now  this  wad  another  wo* 

'^  man  that  came  in  fearch  of  death,  and  he 

*^  heard  this  knocking,  and  lb  he  lodced  and 

••  faw  it  was  a  womao,  a  friend  of  his,  and 

**  fo  fpr  fear  of  being  found  out,  he  killed 

•*  her  too ;  and  he  has  fince  been  found  out, 

**  and  he  is  now  in  ^ilt    I  was  going  out  a 

*'  walking  the  day  after  the  proceflion  of  the 

*^  Corpus  Domini,  and  a  quarrel  fell  out 

^*  between  a  bailiff  and  another  ooachman 

•*  of  pne  of  thefe  cardinals,  but  I  do  not 

*^  know  what  his  name  be.    And  £0  thefe 

•*  gave  one  another  blows  with  ftkks,  and 

**  wounds  with  a  knife.    And  all  this  hap-^ 

*^  pened  niear  me^  but  I  runs  away  as  quick 


it 


as 
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^^  as  I  coiild,  gets  iiito  a  houfe^     For  yoti 
**  know   the   faying  rumores  fuggite^    and  I 
f'  likes  to  deep  in  1  whole  ikin.    I  does  not 
*'  love  quarrels.     And  three  or  four  days 
**  ago  I  was  in  Piazza  Navqna,  and '  I  was 
**  looking  at  the  great  fine  fountain  ther^, 
^^  and  I  fees  a  man  take  9  flint  that  lay  at 
**  my  feet,  arid  fo  he  flings  it  at  another, 
**  and  fo  the  other  comes  to  this  that  was 
**  ftailding  fo  jufl:  clofe  by  me,  arid  fb  he 
**  gives   him  three  blows  with  his   knife« 
**  You  may  imagine  what  a  terrible  fright  I 
•*  muft   be   in.     I   trembled  like  an  alpen 
leaf,  and  my  legs  were  (baking  under  me, 
as  if  they  had  been  reeds,  and  thefe  fine 
things  happen  here  every  now  and  then. 
And  then  hear  how  light  handed  they  be. 
*^  Well !  I  would  never  have   believed  it^ 
**  They  ftole  two  handkerchiefs  out  of  my 
•^  pocket,  that  were  worth  two  pauls,    (a 
fhilling,)     in    one    morning..    I    puts    my 
*^  hand  into  one  pocket,  and  there  was  no 
«•  handkerchief.  I  puts  my  hand  into  toother 

pocket. 


C4 
€i 


(C 


ITALY,    GERMANY,    &c.    239 

•*  pocket,  and  there  was  no  handkerchief 
*'  neither ;  and  fo  you  fee  one  muft  take  care 
^*  here,  and  this  is  the  fine  news  of  this 
•*  town.     I  fupplicate  you  to  give  my  ref- 

pefts   to  all  the  good  family  from  me. 

And  when  you  write  to  fignor  mafter  of 
•*  your  children,  tell  him  that  I  did  write  to 
*•  him,  but  as  how,  that  he  has  never  wrote 
**  to  me.  And  pray  my  refpeds  to  him, 
**  and  I  pay  the  fame  to  your  moft  illuf- 
**  trious  fignorlhip.  ,  And  I  remain  heartily 
*•  defirous  of  your  orders,  and  kiffing  your 
"  hand itill death,, &c. 


Pray  be  fo  good  to  falute  Betty  and 
Angelo^  and  tell  the  young  ladies  I  will 
"  bring  them  all  the  rofaries  and  things. 
••  Excufe  my  boldhefs,  but  be  fo  good  to 
*'  fend  the  inclofed  to  Signor  Domenico/* 

This  13  Sebaftian's  letter,  in  which,  as  I 

* 

faid  before,  you  may  fee  nature  undifguifed. 
Coming  from.  the.  country  into  a  great  town, 
the  poor  fellow  finds  himfelf  loft  in  it. 

LET- 
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Rome,  five  o^dock  in  the  afttemoooj 
Tuefiiaj,  June  9,  17614 

Jrl  A  V I N  G  given  you  the  confeflSon  of 
John  Albani,  you  fhall  now  have  the  defence 
his  couniel  made  for  hiaa«     You  may  thbk 
it  curious  to  hear  talk  of  defence.  When  a 
man  has  confefled  himfelf  guilty.     It  is  fo, 
but  notwithftanding  this,  John  Albani  was 
defended  after  his  confeffion  by  Jofeph  Afce- 
volini,  advocate  for  the  poor«     There  is  this 
office  of  advocate  for  the  poor  ia  all   the 
courts  of  juftice  in  Italy.     It  is  a  lawyer  paid 
by  the  government,  to  be  counfel  for  the 
prifoners.     Bluih,  England,  land  of  liberty^ 
not  to  have  a  fimilar  charitable  provifioa  in 
thy  ifland.     In  vain  is  it  faid,  the  judge  is.  to 
be  counfel  for  the  prifoner*    The  judge  can 
not  frequent  jails,    and  have  private  inter- 
views 
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titvfi  widi  die  makfaflbon,  and  teach  them 

what  tb  t^noeali  and  what  to  bring  out  in 

€vi4eofi$»    Nay,  dO  dot  I  iee  the  very  conw 

trary,  tbat  the  ^overttAient  ^aya  a  man  to  be 

counfei  for  thjb  crowag  or  coUniiel  againft 

the  priibner  i  And  ihall  foot  tinhappj  ofiend^- 

tts  enjgj  iefs  pfmleges  cm  Britilh  ground^ 

than  whtre  we  fajr  tyranny  and  oppiieflioil 

rute }  Thelb  iai;et  how^yiDr^  too  ftroag  wprdts 

for  a  monandikai  goVemnaent*    Bludi  then» 

i  fajagahi^  ixij  native  country^  and  own, 

that  tho'  thy  fubeds  in  general  enjoy  advaii- 

tages  beyond  thole  of  other  nations,  yet  in 

this  paftLcidair  Itzlf  tiriumphs»    With  regard 

to  the  advocate  ibfi  the  pobr^s  defence  bf 

John  Alhfni^  after  his  httviAg  conftfTed  the 

crioie,  A  is  as  IbllowB^    It  is  addrefled  to  the 

fupreme  bomrt  ctf*  jud|csd!ure  of  Roine.    Aftfet 

having  repeated  the  mtdkBxosXf  it  ccmtinue& 

thusi 

**  In  confequentte  tof  the  faregomgjwn- 
*'  i«ffion>  ie  fdd  to  be  vexified  ia  ^he  greateft 
V©L.  m.  0^  **  par 
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^^  part  of  its  circumftances,  which  "we  ihaH 
•*  confider  hereafter,  the  moft  vigilant  ex- 
"  chequer  (fifcus  in  latin)  maintains^  that 
*'  the  priibner  John  AJibani  having  confeffed 
^*  the  three  before  mentioned  murders^  with 
«*  the  undeniable  and  aggravating  circum- 
y  fiances  of  treachery  and  robbery,   ought 
**  with  diligence  to  be  configned  ta  the  ex* 
**  ecutioner,  to  fatisfy  injured  juftice  by  a 
*'  public  death,  in  order  to  deter  people,  by 
^*  his  example,  from  iimilar  excefies  for  the 
"  future. 

**  We  however,  tho'  ftreightened  in  time, 
"  the  procefs  having  only  been  coniig^ed  to 
**  us  yefterday,  friday  5th  June,  fo  that  wc 
•*  muft  form  the  prefent  defence  to  d^ay,  fa- 
**  turday  6th,  in  order  that  it  may  be  printed 
**  to  morrow,  funday  the  7th,  to  be  diftributed 
**  the  day  after,  monday  the  8th,  the  day 
**  Ijjeceding  the  determination  of  this  caufe, 
iL^ggL  ^  fay^  ^ho*  thus  ftreightened  in  time, 
-^^^"*^^Tiave  not  in  the  Icaft  loft  our  courage, 

**  neither 
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^*  neither  from  the  aforefaid  confeflion,  nor 
*^  from  the  vulgar  axiom,  **  2Vb«*  e/i  confefi 
•^  cauja  tuenda  w;"and  on  the  other  hand  we 
^*  confider,  with  reafon,  the  ciemency  of  our 
**  mpft  facred  prince,  who  has  not  only  en- 
**  trufted  us  with  the  defence  of  thofe  whp 
*^  are  innocent,  ut  i-  a  calumnid  liberenturp 
•^  but  has  particularly  charged  us  with  the 
•*  prote£tion  of  the  guilty,  Ne  %  plus  aquo  et 
ultra  crepidam  mulSlcntur. 


€€ 


*•  We  even  hope  with  confidence  from 
**  what  we  (hall  fay,  notwithftanding  the 
*•  before  mentioned  confefEon  of  the  prifo- 
•*  ner,  that  this  fupreme  tribunal,  fo  full  of 
**  juftlce  and  equity,  and  who  in  the  exami- 
•*  nation  of  the  moft  horrid  mifdemeanours, 

*  The  caufe  of  a  criminal  who  has  confefled  is  not  to 
be  defended. 

J^  That  they  may  be  freed  from  calumny. 

t  That  they  may  not  be  punifhod  beyond  the  mark 
which  juftice  respires. 
I      -  .    Q2  *'  irafcituf 
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^'  ^r^i/ur  ♦  dtmaxat  <rimini  Jidnon  re&,  will 
^^  ikvie  the  vnhappy  piifi^CMSlr  frabi  capital 
^^  ptmitf^menty  as  we  aUb  bumMy  iu^ptkate 
^^  in  his  name* 

**  There  is  no  doubt,  but  that  the  confef- 
•*  fion  of  a  prifoncr,  when  fuipe£ted  ofjug^ 
**  ^g^Aa«  and  fubornation,  or  when  it  is  not 
••  verified  by  the  generical  proof  of  the  crime^ 
**  is  not  to  be  in  the  leaft  regarded,  as  the 
**  following  authors  obferve,  with  regard  to 
*^  fuggeftive  confeflion;  Boflius  de  exam. 
^'  reorum,  num.  13,  Cartar  de  ihterroga- 
^*  tione  reorum,  lib.  2 :  cap.  i,  num.  53,  et 
•*  num,  581,  and  Farinacci  talks  leamedlj 
upon  this  matter  in  his  81ft  quefl:ibn,  from 
nuiii,  309,  to  nnm»  3i3,  as  v^ell  as  Ver- 
^  migiioli  in  his  criminal  couhcii  1^  nXim. 
^*  19,  and  Conciol.  in  his  alleg.  61,  num.  25, 
•*  and  in  his  criminal  refolut.  word  confeC- 
**  fion,  refolut.  23,  num.  i,  and  with  regard 
•*  to  a  confeflion  not  verified  by  the  fpecific 

*  Bean  eimiitj  to  the  crime  alone,  and  not  to  the  crU 

ninal. 

<^  circnmftances 
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^^   CMTCwoAsiM^  of  the  cntfii^  tl^e  fi)D«\nng^ 

(^fter  h«Y»lkg  mf nfiofiod  twenty  amhor$») 

^  CqucniI^  nftier  ^  word  confeffion  fcfi>K 

^^  i9p  $itifihe  I  ^y8>  ^*  Ii»  ovdcr  th^t  a  con^ 

^^  f€^^So»   IP^J  have  itft  •ffe^  ag^ft  the 

'^  o«ml(piflai'k  it  muft  be  verified  in  ^  l^e 

*^  c:ircyin^9il^#^  aa4l  qualificationa  conifefied 

'^^  by  t|id  piHA>|ier«  whether  ^e  eenfeiiion  be 

**  fpcwtanew*  or  forced  by  fqrmeftfs,"   And' 

*^  Far{|9fiicci;&yi^  fhit  i$' the  commoiv  c^it 

'^  nloa  ef  tl$e  l^araed^  whom  Giovagnoni, 

«*  Gai^zzidI^  ^;  f&U§wi  9n4  VermigKoll 

"  m.  hif  cop..  1 8,  iijinir  ?8,  %si  **  Thi^ 

^*  principally  take^  place  whfn  thoi^*  who-* 

^^  hiive  coa&iledy  deoUrej^rfor  example^  t^afi: 

**  certain  blxMsrs  were  g^y^n  i^ppa  th^  back 

*•  patft  of  the  hc^  wi^  aa  iroa  bar^  apid  yet 

^  thi$^  circiun^^ce ^^  wcilas othecs  cai^  uot 

**  be  verified,  ^/  //  h  mcejfary  ilxyjbotdd  be  for 

**  a  confejjm  to  have  force  to  the  detriment  of  the 

"  c(w/i^,f' ^,  Naw  thi^  undoubtedly  holds 

•*  £ood|  with  regard  to  the  punifliing  of  a  de- 

Qj  .  ^*  linquent 
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^*  linqnent  capitally,  as  in  the  prcfent   cafe, 
**  upon  the  authority  of  a  confeffibn  fb  much 
**  to  be  criticifed  as  this  ;  for  according  to 
**  the  maxim.  Nemo*  ffi  dGminusmemirorum 
^^  fuorem^    concerning  which  the   following 
'*  authors,  &c.     Our  provident  laws  there- 
*^  fore,  which  unite  juftice  with  mercy,  only 
regard  in  capital  puniihments,  be  the  cafe 
what  it  may  in  others,  that  clear,  true  and 
**  (incere  confeflion,  which  is  not  fubjeft  to 
•*  any    criticifm   intrinfical    or  extrinfical, 
^'  according  to  the  divifion  the  following^  au- 
**  thors  make,  &c.    and  Concilioli,   under 
^*  the  word' confeffion  fays,  that  a  confeflion, 
**  to  be  called  certain,  muft  be  made  con- 
•*  cerning  a  faft  which  is  certain,  with  a 
**  certain  place,    time,    and  other  circum'- 
**  fiances  expreflfed,    otherwife  it  is  of  no 
force,  as  the  following  authors  confirm 


I* 


*  No  pcrfon  has  power  over  his  own  life* 

Our 


ITALY,    GERMANY,    fcc.     147 

Our  author  having  laid  down  thefe  prcmif- 
les,  goes  on  to  prove  John  Albani*s  confef- 
fion  not  to  be  valid  upon  two  reafons,  '^  firft 
•^  of  all  becaufe  it  is  JuggefirvCg  and  fecondly, 
**  becaufe  it  does  not  agree  with  the  circum-- 
*^  fiances  of  the  crime."    The  latter  reafon 
you  will  underftand,  the  firft  perhaps  may 
want  fome  explanation.    But  the  worft  is^ 
I  do  not  know  whether  I  am  able  to  explain 
ijt  to  you,  however,  I  will  try.    By  the  word 
Jidggejiion,  we  mean  in  this  country  any  fign,  or 
hint,  6r  other  aft  caufing  or  leading  the  cri- 
minal to  confefs  what  otherwife  he  might 
not  have  done.     For  example.    A  judge  can 
not  in  the  middle  of  an  examination  alk  the 
criminal  abruptly,  what  he  did  in  fuch  a 
place  fuch  a  day,  becaufe  the  criminal  might 
poffibly  forget  himfelf,  and  thinking  to  ex- 
cufe  what  he  did  there,  confefs  at  the  fame 
tii^e  that  he  was  fuch  a  day  in  fuch  a  place.' 
I  will  give  you  aTecond  example,  taken  from 
the  prefent  faft,  which  is  what  the  advocate 
for  the  poor  is  going  to  build  his  firft  defence 
Qjj.  upon. 


u|Qa«  Wlien  J[oha  All>4tH  was  fi^  t^l^c^  i}p, 
he  ij^i^od  the  la^ ;  bul;  ^  judg^  ^arrylBg 
htm  i&ta  hiis  owa  hou^,  amd  ifial^Qg  a  geac* 
ral  iibarch  m  his  pr^emccj^  he  ajfterwstrdbb  cqd*' 
fdXed  it.    This,  fays  the  advocate  ^r  ^ 
ppc^,  was  not  a£liag  lega^lj,    fQr  h»;  £rft 
4d{iial  being  coufiitcd  b^  things  ifouq<l;  ia  his 
houie  Qontr^i^ory  to  what  hq  had  ^4ii  ^ 
induced  him  tp  ^  cqpfefiion^  "I^^J  ^^  ^^Fpd 
'  ^lq(>.  what  there  was  in  his.  drawees  ;  he  had 
replied,  **  three  tickets,  of  the  n>o\wt.5^  thej 
found  five,  and  fo  on  in  many  othet  thin^-s. 
This  is  what  the  IjtaUans  niean  by^^^^iw 
interrogations,  which  are  not  pernoit}:^  in 
l^pfe  courts,  of  juftice.    But  thgy  spake  nfe 
pf  tortures  to  extort  confeffion,  which  are 
lyorfe.    You  muft  not  however,  think  that 
thefe  torments  ^re  ufed  arbitrarily*    There 
Qiuft  be  a  fertain  degree  of  convifl:ipnt  before 
they  are  applied,^    The  kind  of  tqrture  they 
generally  inflii^  is  the  cord,  which  is  fuf^nd^* 
ing  a  man  in  the  air  by  hi$  hands,,  which 
are  tied  hehind  hii»f    Sure>.^  with,  regard  tf\ 

this. 
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mox:  iMMrvwe-  to^  tfy  t9-  8|t  a^  tW^mcb  ^y 
artful  examination  than  bj  tortures  ?  Not 
tbift(  a;  pwffm  wbtn  forced  ^3^  pain.  09^,.  tho* 
iantOOfUMt,  Cjot^fefa  hiq&fflf  ^vityp  ^^  is  iffoa* 
^oed  if);  l^^»i^dt  Hiti  thfqjTf  o^peid  the  con- 
f«S$}9i  t»  bn  veriM  in  ci^'tf^  QBe  of  (|&  ar* 
cmni(^Mifle«.;^  Miic^,  a  mvoiml  is  a(\«a^ 
t«]iieft  ^flWiD  ii»ilii  the  tapkbe^re  ^erhcgps 
to;  cooftffib  But  ta  ira»K^  my  rtn^rkSh  8|i(i 
continue  the  advocate  fup.  the  pcioc^s  40i«»pe^ 

**  H9m9v.tr ^.  paflbig  QV«r  dlQ  beforo  men- 

**  tione^  vodiQiibted  theoiieft  to  coi»0  to  our 

**  pf(efeoit  caf^k.  itt  esuft  hfrgraet^^d,.  that  the- 

**  pfifQUf^jTr  CA^i^a^y  ^\^  tb^  fe4^  in  hit' 

*'  firft  csj^min^tton  of  the  jjifc  lyiay,  cwfef- 

*^  fiogojftly  to  hav^^ijeQ^vfid  the  things  pawn-- 

^'  od  f|iG^  a  mftn  lo  ar  Uv^-y  qoat,  and  whom* 

^'  h?  Hnewr  CinJjr  by'ijght,  ^jpi  fbu  whom  he- 

'*  M^eol  tft  th^  moujijt^^  and  received  the  n>o- 

**  ney  for  the  aforefaid  pawns  with  three 

!*  tickets  of  the  mounts  The  money  he  faid 

i'  he 
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•*  he  gave  the  man  in  the  livery  coat,  and 
*V  that  the  three  tickets  vrere  at  his  houfe. 

*'  Nor  can  it  be  denied  that  immediately 
'*  after  this  examination,  a  general  pcrqui- 
**  iition  was  made  in  his  houfe  and  in  his 
^*  ptcfcnce,  and  that  bcfides  the  three  tickets 
**  of  the  mount  which  the  prifoner  had  con- 
'*  feffed  to  have  there,  two  others  were 
•*  found,  with  goods  belonging  to  the  un- 
M  happy  deceafed  Women. 

•  •*  Nor  can  it  be  denied  thjat  this  perquifi* 
**  tion,  made  according  to  our  opinion  citra  * 
**  necejjitaiem^  in  the  prefence  of  the  prifoner, 
**  (as  the  exchequer  could  have  made  it  le- 
•*  gaily  by  witnefles,  and  then  in  due  time 
**  have  contefted  it  to  the  prifoner,  as  the 
*'  moft  learned  prelate  of  the  exchequer 
**  clearly  tells  us,  in  his  criminal  inftruc- 
♦*  tions,  where  he  never  mentions  the  pre* 

•  Witkoot  ncccffity,     . 
-       •  **  fence 


ITALY,    GERMANY,    &c.    a^i. 

•*  fence  of  the  prifoner,  -cap.  6,  num.  ii6, 

^^   and  fol.  f.  and  cap.  9,  fronx  num.  76  to 

^*  fol.  g.)   was  the   fole  and  precife  caule 

**  of  his  confeffion  the  enfuing  morning; 

**  in  which  he  has  accounted  as  well  for 

**  the  five  tickets  found  in  his  houfe  {which 

^^  Jive  tickets^  ydu^Jir  J  found  in  my  houfe  yejlerday 

**  in  my  hneeKng  defk.  Procefs,  fol.   217)  as 

••  likewife  for  the  goods  ftolen  from  the 

**  unhappy  women,  found  likewife  in  the 

**  prifoner*s  houfe.     (^And  the  reft  of  the  goods 

^^  I  Ji^^9  which  I  had  put  into  the  kneeling  dejie 

**  at  homCy  you^  fir^  found  them  there  in  my 

♦*  prefence^  and  in  that  of  the  witnejfes.  Procefs, 

«»  fol.  ai8.)     ■ 

^'  Now  if  fuggeftion  is  lawfully  verified, 
"  either  when  the  judge  queftions  the  pri- 
••  foner  concerning  the  particular  circum- 
^'  fiances  and  qualities  of  the;  crime  com- 
'*  mitted;  verb.  gr.  Whether,  he  killed 
•*  John  m  Oakes  (Titus)  on  fuch  a  day,  in 
**  fuch  a  place,  wounding  him  in  his  breafl 
*•  with  a  fword,  knife,  or  other  inflmmeht, 

**  according 
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*♦  accoirdmgto  thcprecUctenrtspfDe-Anfc.' 
**  Us^&cu  viuthwhom  agree  Vernug^^li,.  5ca 
•^  Qc  whea  the  judge  indicates  to  9  aeg^v^ 
^^  prliboer  the  particular  arguments  of  the 
'*  crime  hi&  is  accu&d  o^  fee  A4de]^   ^c. 
**  and  Farinacci,  &c.  which  latter  lajs^  that 
**  a  ^dge^  to  avoid  fuggeftion,  otight  not 
**  even  to  read  to  the  pfifoner  the  depofi* 
**  tions  of  the  witnefleSj,  as  4fo  Ch^^ftar, 
^'  ice.  &€•    Now  this  beiii^  the  cai^j,  what 
**  greater  yS(g^$/?/ew  can  there  b*  th«n  what 
«*  was  caufed  hj  the  lituation  of  thar  pri* 
^*  foner  upon,  feeing  his  houib  fearched  he^rr 
"  his  eyes,  and  two  tickets  «if  the  naount 
'*  found  in  it,  which  he  had  not  coiifei3Mv 
•*  befides  other  thmgs  belonging  to  the  un- 
*'  happy  women^  which    he   had  lifcewife 
•*  pafled  over  in  filence.      He  muft  then, 
/'  with  reafon,  imagine  that  thefe  things  be- 
•*  ing  found  in  his  deflc,  proved  tlie  falfityof 
'*  his.firft  aflcrtions,  and  perfuaded  the  judge 
^*  of  his  being  guilty,  now  Burfatti,  &c.  hold 
♦^  it  ^s  fuggefiim  in  whatever   manner  his 
I  crime 
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^"   crime  is  not^td  to  n  tie^tive  deUiKjuent^ 
^'   as  ^fo  Amen,  &c. 

•*  An^,  in  fad,  the  words  lof  the  prifcn- 

••   et's  fecond  eonfeflioii  above  related,  and 

*'  the  fliort  interval  t)f  a  few  k<mrs  &om  his 

*•  firft  negative  to    his    fecond  afiirm^ive 

•*  confeffion,  fufEciently  prove  that  he  was 

^*^  ftf tick  with  the  judicial  perqiiifiti<Mi  made 

^'^  In  his  pfdence,  ind  fining  hioifelf  dif- 

**  covered,  and  almoft  convi6;ed,  he  reCblved 

**  to  confefs  what  he  had  &rmly  denied  but 

«*  a  few  houts  Jbefoi?e  the  judicial  perquifi* . 

*»  tion. 

**  From  hence,  therefore,  no  perfoncaft 
**  deny  this  confeffion  to  be  fuggeftive,  and 
**  as  ftich  void  of  weight,  Vermiglioli,  &c. 
**  efpeciaUy  fo  as  to  deliver  the  confeffor 
^  to  capital  pumlhment,  Cyriac,  &Cr 

*VNow  if  the  ^ond  confeffion  of  our 

^  prifoner  is  pot  to  be  regard^d^  fo  as  to 

\    '  ^*  deliver 
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^'  deliirer  him  up  to  capital  punifhment,  as 
**  being,  with  foundation,  fuipeded  of  fug- 
*•  geftion,  which  we  have  hitherto  been 
**  proving,  much  Icfs  ought  it  to  be  re- 
*^  garded,  as  it  is  not  at  all  verified,  but  even 
^'  contradi^)^  bj  the  circumftances  of  the 
*^  crime. 

**  This  truth  will  be  manifefted  by  call- 
*'  ing  to  memory,  that  the  prifoner  £ays  in 
**  his  confeflion,  that  he  killed  the    three 
**  unfortunate  women  with  a  ftick  or  club, 
**  and  a  knife*     Now,  on  the  contrary,   the 
*•  fifcal  furgeon,  Francis  Pignotti,  does  not 
*'  make  the  leaft  mention  of  an  inftrument 
^^  contundent  and  lacerant,  fuch  as  is  a  ftick 
^*  or   club,   but  excluding   that  abfolutely, 
^*  fays,  and  repeats  with  confidence  feveral 
**  times,  that  the  wounds  fotmd  upon  the 
*^  before  mentioned  three  bodies  were  made 
**  by  two  different  inftruments,  one  incident 
"  and  perforant,  and  the  other^incideat  and 
•*  lacerant,^  as  may  be  feec^  abdygjj^&c. 

" .  u*^  Befidcj 
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**  Befides  this,   the   prifoner  confefies  to 

*•  hav?  given  three  blows  with  his  club  upon 

**   the  head  of  Francifca  Dei,  and  a  cut  with 

**   his  knife  when  he  cut  her  throat,  fo  that 

^*  according  to  the  foregoing  confeffion,  four 

•*   wounds  ought  to  have  been  found  upon 

**  the  bodjr  of  the  aforefaid  Francifca.  On  the 

'*  contrary,  the  learned  furgcon  found  ten, 

*'  fix  made  by  an  inftrument  incident  and 

^*  lacerant,  and  four  by  an  inftrument  in- 

**  cident  and  perforant,  asprocefs,  fo.  lo  to 

*•  14.     Three  wounds  ought  to  have  been 

'*  found  upon  the  body  of  Francifca  Vettu- 

•^  rini,   two  upon  her  head,    and    another 

**  in   her  throat,  as  the  prifoner'  confeiled 

"  to  have  given  her  two  blows  with  his 

**  ftick  upon  the  hinder  part  of  her  head,  and 

'*  then  cut  her  throat :  (procefs,  &c,)     But 

•'  the  learned  furgeon  tnhius  agendo*  with 

**  the  body  of  the  aforefaid  Francifca  Vet* 

*'  turini,  found  only  two  wounds  upon  it, 

♦  Ailing  more  mildly. 
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''  onb  ttiftde  hj  sat  inftrument  inbidsttt  imd 
*^  lacerafit^  and  the  otiker  {>/  an  inAnHzieot 
^'  mctdeot  ttfiid  perforadt^  Hoarding  to  prd^ 

'^  And  finally,  the  body  of  Aima  Dd, 
^<  whom  he  killed  tiie  tMnl^  Might  lat  i3ic(ft 
^^  to  hav^  liad  thr eb  or  four  wottodi  iq)on 
^'  the  head»  oiid  £>(ne  ethers  tiMnrards  the 
^^  throaty  ad  the  prifbnier  coB&ffi»  to  liavt 
<*  ^ven  the  iaid  Anna  Dei  (hne  t)^  four 
^^  blow^  v^n  her  head  behind,  atid  dl^ent 
^^  <W9Uiids  with  his  knife  towards  hfer  throat 
'*  (Proc.  &c.)  Bmt .  the  learDed  fuigeon 
*^  iftmore  Itbearal  widi  tibe  body  of  the  un- 
^^  happj  widoWi  and  £nda  deven  ti^minds 
'^  upon  it,  between  thoie  Upon  the  head  and 
^^  the  throaty  dedarmg  that  fix  of  ihem 
*^  proceeded  from .  an  infh-umeat  incident 
^  and  perforant,  and  the  JOther  five  from  m 
^'  inftrument  incideoc  and  koeratxt^  as  may 
'*  be  feen,  &c* 

f^  Before 


ttALIf,    GfiUMANY,    kc.    i0 

Before  i  go  on  I  will  make  a  remark*  t 
think  whiat  the  advocate  for  the  poor  fays 
with  regard  to  the  wounds  receivedi  doe^^ 
not  ^ree  with  the  lift  I  have  already  given 
you  of  thofe  wounds*  However,  this  does 
not  caft  slny  blemlfh  upon  the  trial,  for,  as* 
1  have  received  it  piece-mealj  and  it  Came 
to  me  through  vefy  different  hands,  the  text 
may  have  been  corriipied.  It  \%  difficult  to 
get  thefe  trials,  as  they  are  not  made  public 
ias  with  iiSi  I  was  forced  to  get  part  of 
it  copied  out  in  a  hurry  by  one  friend^  and 
part  byan6then  As  each  has  abridged  things 
iccoi^ding  to  their  inclinwion,  it  is  no  won- 
,  der  if  there  is  fbme  difFerencei  The  defence 
goes  on  thus  J 

**  in  the  foregoing  irreconcilable  cJontra- 
**  ditSion  then,  between  the  circumftances  of 
^'  the  crime  and  the  Gonfeflion  of  the  pri- 
**  foner,  which  of  thisfe  two  proceedings 
**  ought  to  prevail  ?  If  we  are  to  havd 
**  regard  to  the  circumftances,  in  that  cafe 

Vol,  IIL  R.  •*  I  an- 
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•*  I  aafwer,  that  the  priibner's  confeffior 
''  being  manifefily  contradidory  to  mao] 
^^  fubftantial  circumftances  fegardiog  tli( 
^  aforefaid  crime,  it  can  not  have  an 
**  eSeSt  againft  him  ftrong  enough  tc 
*'  deliver  him  over  to  the  hands  of  the 
*^  hangman,  *  ad  explandum  morte  naturd 
**  crimen,  and  this  is  corroborated  by  the 
**  clear  teftiihony  of  the  foregoing  authors, 
«  &c. 

**  If,  on  the  other  hand,  we  ought  to 
**  regard  the  confeffion  of  the  prifoner,in 
"  this  cafe  with  courage  I  anfwer,  that  this, 
*'  being  void  of  the  indifpenfibly  neceffir/ 
*'  verification  of  the  circumftances,  is  rtw 
**  dered  entirely  invalid,  and  ought  to  be 
**  torn  into  the  fin alleft  pieces,  as  the  fol* 
**  lowing  authors  clearly,  excellently,  and 
**  unanimoufly  maintain  iii  favor  of  a  pn- 
"  foner,  who  has  confeiTed  himfelf  guHO* 

*  To  expiate  his  crime  by  death. 

•  it  but 
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^  but  whofe  confefiion  does  not  agree  with 
'*.  the  circumftances  of  the  fafts,  &c.  &c* 

^*  The  fagacious  exchequer  was  confcious 

"  of  the  foregoing  infuperable  difficulty^  and 

"  has  attempted  to  remedy  it  in  the  heft 

"  manner  poffible,   by  hearing  afrefti  the 

*'  learned    furgeon    Francis   Pignotti,    and 

^*  uniting  with  him  the  other  furgeon  of 

the  prifons,    Charles  Guattani.      Thefe 

now  pretend  to  maintain  that  the  wounds 

found  upon  the  heads  of  the  three  un- 

'•  happy  wpHfien,  although  declared  by  the 

*'  firft  mentioned  to  have  been  caufed  by  an 

"  inftrument  incident  and  lacerant,  accord- 

•^  ing  to  his  firft  recognition,  (proccfs,  page 

"  7  to  1 9,  &c.)  might  alfo  have  been  made 

•*  by  a  club  or  ftick,  which  is  an  inftrument* 

"  contundent  and  lacerant   (procefs,  page 

•'  iSy  to  294,  &c). 

R  a  "  But 
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**  But  thn  new  inquifitiou  has  been  ma^e 
**  una^ceflarily^    ufckfsty^    and    illegallyr 
**  Unneceffarily,  becaufc,  even  the*  we  fup- 
^  •*  pofe  the  firft  inqjuifition  of  the    learned 
**  forgcon  reconcileable  with  th^  GMifeflioii 
**•  ei  the  prifoner,f  as  far  as  regards  the   in* 
**  ftruments  with  which  the  faid  pyifoner 
^^  wounded  the  unhappy  woroer^  upon   the 
**  head,,  notwithftanding.   this^    the    other 
*'  plain   contradidions  of   matters   of    faft 
*^  between   the   confeflion  of  the  prifoner 
*^  and  thofe  circumftances  of  the  crkfise  pro- 
**  dttcpd  by  the  learned  Pigaotti^  Qoneerning 
•*  the  aufnber  and  nature  of  the  wQund.% 
♦*•  can  never  be  reconciled.     And  thefe  will 
•^"always  be  an  invincibk  obftacle  in  the 
^^  prefent  trial  againft  the  admiffion  of  the 
*^  two  before-mentioned  aS^,  the  imjuifition 
•^  of  the  furgeon,'  and  the  confeffion  c^  the 
^  prifboer^  as  being  aontradiftoFy  and  ex- 
**  clufirve  of  each  other,  according  to  the 
*•  following  learned  authors,  &c.  &c^ 


€9 
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And,  ftcondly,   this  new  inquiiition  -has 

been  made  ufelefsl^,  becaufc^  amcaig  the 

**  inftraments    capable  of  deftroying   life, 

*'  there  are  inftrumenjts  incidifaia  tt  perfo^ 

**  rantia^    ft^bich   wound   by  a  point,    acid 

**  penetrate  through  the  body^  as  kniv:es  and 

•*  fmall  fwordfi.     There'  are^   likewife,  in- 

'^  flruments  inddwtiad  lacerantmf  and  which 

**  wouad  by  rutting^   as  fcymatars,  broad- 

^*  {words,  and  Mher  fimilar  arms,  and  there 

'*  ferfe    likewife    inftruments   ^ontimdentla   el 

*'  keerHHtiai^  ivhieh,   inftead  of  penetrating 

**  and  cutting,   break  the  bones,    and    in 

'*  breaking  them  tear  itbe  ikin,   a^  dubsi, 

'*  ftones,   fcc^    Every  perfon  knows  this, 

and  the  diviiion  is  clearly  jnade  in  the 

general  edids  of  this  tribunal,  in  the  3Z, 

34  and   39    paragraphs,    where    pointed 

arms  are  ^iftinguilhed  vnder  jthe  name 

'\of  incident  ind  perforant ;   cutting  arms 

"  under  that  of  incident  and  lacerant ;  and 

**  liidcs,  ft6ft'es,  dubs  and  bludgeons,  under 

'^  the  nanje  of  arms  contundeut  and  lacerant^ 

R  3  ••  It 
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"  It  may  probably  be  true  that  the  recogi- 
**  nition  of  the  dead  bodies  made  by  Pig- 
^^  notti,  and  defcribed  by  divers  wounds 
**  about  their  heads,  with  frafture  of  the 
**  fcuU,  and  lofs  of  part  of  the  fubftance  of 
**  the  brain,  may  carry  along  with  it  the 
^^  neceffity  of  the  inftrument  having  been 
**  contundent  and  lacerant,  as  Guattani  is 
**  kindly  of  opinion  to  favor  his  companion, 
^'  (procefs,  page  289  to  29a,)  to  which  Pig- 
notti,  without  doubt,  agrees  in  his  new 
opinion,  (procefs,.  page  292  to  294)  but 
"  notwithflanding  this,  it  will  always  re- 
*^  main  undeniable,  that  an  inftrument  con- 
*'  tundent  and  lacerant  can  never  be  included 
*^  under  the  name  of  an  inftrument  incident 
•*  and  lacerant,  as  the  two  learned  furgeons 
^'  erroneoufly  fay  in  their  new  opinion,  to 
^  fupport  the  word  incident,  made  ufe  of 
♦*  by  the  faid  Pignotti  (procefs,  page  291 
♦V  and  293I,  for  a  contundent  inftrument 
♦^  can  not  md^e^  a$  is  known  to  every  perfon. 
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The  judgment,  therefore,  being  naanU 
feftly  erroneous  in  this  material  point, 
confequently  renders  all  proceedings  againft 
**  the  prifoner  null  and  void,  according  to 
*'  the  following  authors,  &c.  &€•  &c.  or  thofe 
**  proceedings  being  authentic,  as  the  con* 
•*  feilion  of  the  prifoner  manifeftly  contradifls 
"  them,  it  is  thereby  entirely  rendered  void, 
"  and  confequently  of  no  force,  particularly 
^*  with  regard  to  condemning  the  prifoner 
**  to  death,  as  we  have  already  conclufively 
*'  proved,  &c. 


Laftly,  this  new  inquiiition  has  been 
illegally  made,  becaufe  the  judge  ought 
"  merely  in  points  like  thefe  to  fearch  out 
"  the  truth,  and  not  extort  it,  for,  notwith* 
**  ftanding  the  heinoufnefs  of  the  crime^ 
"  he  is  not  permitted  *  tranfgredi  leges^  ^ 
**  privilege  only  referved  to  the  fovereign 
"  prince.     They  ought  not,  therefore^  to 

*  To  tranigrefs  againft  the  law« 


R  4  ''  have  j 
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^*  have  read  the  confefficm  of  the  prifancr  to 
^*  the  two  learned  furgeons^but  to  ,h»Ye  quefi 
**  tioned  them,  how  a  fradure  of  the  (ktill, 
•^  and  loft  of  part  of  the  fubftance  of  the 
^^  hrain,  was  cauiabl^  by  an  mftrument  ixici* 
<'  dent  and  lacerant,  in  order  to  hear  fronx 
^*  their  own  learningt  whether  they  could 
**  have  given  a  conclufiv^  anfwer  to  their 
**  demands.  In  this  manner  they  would 
♦*  have  fought  after  the  pure  and  naked 
^'  truth*  On  the  contrary,  in  the  prefent 
'*  cafe,  th?  learned  furgeons,  Pignotti  and 
*^  Guattani,  being  informed  ofiiie  prifoner'sr 
**  confeffion,  and  b^  that  being  perAiaded 
**  of  Pignotti*s  miftaK^  in  defcribing  the  in-i 
•^  ftruments,  by  which  th?  unhappy  women 
•*  were  wounded  upon  the  head,  what  won- 
♦*  der  is  it  if  th^y  have  both  fitt^mpted  to 
**  palliate  the  error  of  the  former,  hy  de-? 
*♦  fending  it  in  the  bcft  rnanner  they  Qould  ? 
^*  It  would,  indeed,  be  wonderful  (aiid, 
*^  therefore,  I  neither  can  nor  will  fuppofe 
^^  it)  if  this  fypreme  tribynaj  was  tp  allow 


ik 
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**  a  fimihr  atnentiittenlt,  fo  ^eontf ary  td  all 
*•  the  rule^and  reafons  adduced  hy  th^  fol^ 
•*  lowing  authors,  8tc.  &c.  ikQ^ 

•*  Wewillti6W  briefly  ptoduce  the  tHird 

*'  excreptipn,  wbioh  We  halne  thought  pro^ 

♦*  perto^Uedge  agaiftft  the  C3onfeflioa  df  thft 

♦^  prilbner  John  Albgni,     And  this  confifts 

*•  in  the  want  of  verification  of  the  fame  in 

♦^  a  fubftantial  point,   fuch  as  is  that  of  his 

**  throwing  the  knife,  with  which  he  cut 

*^  the  unhappy  womcns*  throats,  into  the 

♦*  common  fewer,   in  the  fquane  of  the  Ro* 

♦♦  man  college,  near  St.  Martha's.     (Proceft 

♦^  page  j(  1 4*)     This  circumftance  not  being 

♦*  verified  w  the  procefs,  proves  the  afore* 

♦*  faid    6onftffioji  to  bg  erroneous  and  falfd 

^  wfth  regard   to  thin^    either  direiftly  fa, 

•*  fuppofing  this  p^rqulfition  has  been  ni^ide, 

*♦  and  the  inftrument  not  found,  or  poffibly 

^  fo,    fvippofing  no  pcrquifition    h^s   bieen 

♦'  made  at  all.     Now  this  want  of  verifica* 

*^  tion  that  ^e  gonfeffipn  fufFers  with  regard 

''  to 


€€ 
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^^  to  the  prefent  pointi  gives  occafion  for  the 
**  introduciag  of  the  following  moft  true 
**  propofition,  that  a  confeflion  erroneous 
^*  and  falfe  in  one  fubftantial  circumftance* 
^*  ift  prefumed  to  be  fo  in  the  whole,  and, 
therefore,  can  in  no  wife  be  prejudicial  to 
the  confeflbr,  according  to  the  following 
^^  authors,  &c. 


Rome,  Wedncfday,  lOthJonc, 
yf  1 1  o'clock  morning,  ij^u 

*'  From  what  we  have  faid  hitherto,  wc 
f  *  flatter  ourfelves  that  we  have  put  into  no 
^*  fmall  doubt  the  validity  of  the  confeffion 
^*  of  the  prifoner,  iirft,  as  it  is  to  be  fufpeS- 
"  ed  of  fuggeftion ;  fecondly,  as  it  contra- 
•'  difts  the  circumftarices  of  the  crime ;  ani 
**  thirdly,  as  it  remains  contradideditlelfia 
*'  a  material  point.  The  force  of  what  we 
**  here  fay  .will  have  likewife  an  additional 
/^  weight,   if  we  confider   divers  extrinfical 

**  circumftances 
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•*  circumftances  proper  to  incite  the  innate 
'*  compaffion  of  this  tribunal. 

**  And  firft  let  me  lay  before  the  court  the 
"  extreme  poverty  of  the  prifoner,  many 
"  times  declared  by  himfelf,  and  proved  by  a 
"  diftinft  defcription  of  his  debts.  (Procefs, 
**  &c.)  This,  tho*  not  capiable  of  excufing 
**  him  from  his  crime,  may,  however,  be 
**  an  inducement  to  obferve  towards  him 
**  fome  degree  of  minoration  with  regard  to 
^'  the  punifliment  due  to  it,  according  to  the 
**  unanimous  affirmation  of  the  following 
.*•  authbrs,  &c.  &c. 

^*  What  we  Ihall  fecondly  produce  in  his 
*^  favor  is,  his  fpontaneous  confeflion,  which 
^'  as  it  has  delivered  the  court  from  the  trou- 
•*  ble  of  procuring  the  neceffary  proofis 
"  agamft  him,  ought  not,  to  render  thein 
*•  averfe  from  fonie  fenfation  of  corppailion 
"  towards  the  offender,  and  particularly  as 
'^  ever  before  this'    he    has  lived    entirely 

^*  blamelefs, 
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^*  bhmdleis,  andot  preient  knows  hk  errd 
'^  and  entreats  mercy. 

^*  The  third  extrin/ical  circumftaoce  ii 
^*  his  favor,  confifts  in  the  juft  and  iaceffaiit 
^*  tears  of  his  wife  and  three  children,  amonj 
'*  which  arc  two  girls  that  are  marriageable, 
**  All  theft  in  the  tendcreft  matincr  fuppli' 
**  cate  this  fupreme  tribunal,  not  to  opprefs 
^^  them  who  are  innocent,  with  the  perpc^, 
^*  tual  ignominy  they  muft  undergo  if  tbek 
^^  refpedive  hufband  and  father  was  t6  die 
**  upon  an  iofanaous  fcafibld ;  ^nd  they  urge 
♦*  the  authority  of  Baldoviiii  in  thwr  favdr, 
•*  council  2^4,  num.  19,  torn*  iii.  where  be 
^*  fays,  that  the  children,  by  leadhig  a  perpe- 
*^  tual  life  of  ignoitiinyi  wpuld  fulFer 
**  much  more  than  thdr  guilty  father,  whom 
**  de?ith  in  a  inoftiefnt  delivers  frOm  ^U 1^^^ 
♦*  pains.  And  Verfniglioli  fays^  council 
^^  i^<:>,  num.  14  an4  15,  Quam  *  maxlui* 

^»  fupremu^ 

♦  A  BTuntbcr  of  driidrctr,  who  ttttft  bccorte  pr»'^^'^ 
tf  ajie<:ala«irf  of  their  fadicr,  ought  to  have  theV^^^^" 


4( 
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^*  fupremum  tribunal  liiQvexe  debet  filiorum. 
*•  numerus,  qui  patern^m  Calarxtitatem  fen^^^ 
^*  tiunt,  cum  cttim  cextum  fit  diminutioacm^ 
paenarum.  fuproxiis  magiftratxbus  efle  arbi* 
trariam,  negari  non  poteft  quia  filiarutii 
*'  Humerus  ad  hujusmodi  dimiuutionem  fit^ 
**  caafidei;ancdu3.  And  Rainaldo,  vol.  Ixxv.. 
*•  num.  15^  **  Quarto,  qui  hdbct  plures  filios^ 
^'  qui  ex  quo  paternam  calamitatem  fentiunt^ 
*'  faciuut  paiwej  rigorem  ceiTire^ 

**  And  not  to  leave  aay  thing  uiitouched. 
**  lapon  in  fo  weighty  a  caufe,  w^  here  de^^ 
**  clare  that  if  the  court,  in  order  to  avoid 
•*  the  difficulties  produced  by  us,  Ihguld  at- 

cfFeft  upon  every  fupreme  tribunal,  and  as  it  is  Undoubted 
that  fupreme  magiftrates  have  the  power  of  diminifhing  pu« 
jiifhxneats^  it  is  Ukewife  certain  that  the  havixtg  of  y^num- 
ber  of  children  muft  be  taken  into  confideration^  as  a 
reaibn  for  that  dimiaution.  And  Rainaldo,  v.  75.  n,  15* 
The  fourth  reafon  i»  his  having  a  number  of  children, 
vpon  whofii  account  the  rigor  of  the  punifhm^nt'  ought  to 
be  mitigate,  as  they  beepmt  Wtow  foflfeicrft  in  thftmii*^ 
fortunqs.of  their  parents 

**^  tempt 
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tempt  to  condemn  the  prlfoner,  as  conviS* 
ed  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  well 
**  known  edift  of  the  facred  and  glorioui 
**  memory  of  BenediS  the  fourteenth,  mi 
**  moft  illuftrious  benefidtor^  in  this  cafe, 
**  we  demand  time  to  defend  the  prifoner  in 
**  this  new  light,  as  the  (hort  tevoliition 
**  of  twenty-four  hours  does  not  give  fuf- 
**  ficient  fpace  to  our  weak  abilities,  firft  to 
**  defend  the  delinquent,  as  having  confelT- 
**  ed,  and  then  as  fuppofed  negative,  but 
*'  pretended  to  be  convifted  by  undoubted 
**  proofs,  &Ci  for  which,  &c. 


it 
4€ 


Jofcph   Afcevolini,   advocate     for  the 
poor. 


€C 


Philip  Barbierl,  notary  for  the  poof/' 


However,  notwithftanding  the  foregobg 
defenQe,  the  following  fentence,  as  I  have 
already  foretold,  was  denounced  againft  John 

Albani. 
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Albaiii.       I  will   give  it  you  ia  the 'Latin, 
which  is  the  original. 

Die  Martis,  9,  Jufiii,    1761.* 
Omnes  conyenerunt.  v 

Johannes  Albani  mallco  percuffiis  juguie- 
tur,  et  in  frufta  fcindatur,  et  ejus  abfciffum 
caput  exponatur  fuper  portam,  quae  dicitur 
Angelica,  cum  crate  ferrea  et  eulogio  in- 
fami. 

You  will  remark,  in  the  juridical  pro* 
ceedings,  that  the  narrie  of  cardinal  Paolucci, 
to  whonti  John  Albani  was  coachman,  is  no 
where  mentioned.  It  was,  I  fuppofe,  pur- 
pofely  avoided,  not  to  expofe  the  name  of  a* 
cardinal  in  fuch  an  affair.     Indeed,  I  do  not 

*  Tucfday,  9th  June,  1761. 

All  agreed. 

That  John  Albani,  after  being  ftruck  dbwh  with  a 

mallet,  fhould  have  his  throat  cut,  and  be  quartered,  and 

bis  head  placed  over  Porta  Angelica  in  an  iron  grate,  with 

an  infamous  infcription* 

think 
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think  it  greatly  to  fhe  hOnor  of  his  eminence 
to  have  had  a  coachman-  6y  extremely  poor, 
and  fo  great  a  Villain.     John  Albaiii  was  a 
man  well  known  in  Rome,  and  faid  to  be 
temaf kabie  fof  being  a  mod^ft,  toild  perfon, 
and  one  who  never  fwore  an  oath*     1  inuft 
confcfs  1  hare  no  great  opinion  oi^  thefe  fane- 
tified  fellows*     TheJre  is  a  native  pride^  iff 
inay  be  allowed  the  expreffion,  in  ttue  cou- 
rage, honefty,  or  religion,  which  difdains  the 
intrnding  of  itfelf  to  public  view.     You  will 
underhand  better  the  forcft  of  what  the  ad- 
vocate for  the  poor  fays,  with  regard  to  John 
Albani'B  wife  and  children  leading   a  life  of 
perpetual  ignominy,  when  you  know  that  rw 
perfon  will  have  any  thing  to  do,  or  eveii 
fpe^k  writh  the   relations  of  a  man  that  has 
been  executed  publicly*     I  do  not  deny  but 
that  it  is  infamous  enough  with  us  in  Eng^ 
land,  however,  here  you  fee  they  Carry  it  to 
the  very  higheft  pitch    imagifiyabk^      Tha 
hangman,  fpies,  and  thofe  iotts  of  ptofh 

arc 
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iare    likewife    iavoided    as    fo    many   living 
plagues;  ^ 


Ditto,  i2  o'clock  at  night. 

The  clock  ftrikes  twelve.  Novir  thofe 
flead  perfons,  that  have  k  mind  to  walk  this 
night,  fet  out  from  their  abandoned  graves^ 
Now  murder,  with  uncontrolled  fteps,  ftalks 
along  the  lightlefs  ftreets  of  Rome,  and  now 
John  Atbaril,  the  coachman,  that  killed  the 
three  wo'menj  is  advertifing  of  his  being  to 
die  tombrrow.  It  is  the  cuftotn  in  Italy  never 
to  inform  criminals  of  their  fentence  till  the 
night  before  they  are  executed,  at  eleven 
o'clock;  The  fcafFdld  is  already  built  for  the 
execution  tombrrow  morning,  in  the  fquare 
before  St.  Ahgelo's  Bridge.  However,  not- 
withftanding,  the  fentence  is  only  now  indi- 
cating to  John  Albani)  he  muft  have  ima- 
gined that  he  is  fo  die  foon.  I  do  not  know 
whether  I  cin  commend  this  cuftom  of  only 
(hewing  the   criminal ,  his  dead  warrant  the 

Vol.  III.  S  evening 
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evening  before  his  death.     It  muA:    (hod 
them,  I  fliQuid  think, 'too  much.     The  mo- 
ment it  is  read  to  him  two  confeflbrs   feize 
inpon  him  by  each  arm,  as^  he  is  called  out  oi 
Lis  dungeon  to  hear  the  fatal  man<]ate.    Nor 
do  they  abandon  him  till  his  death,  com&rN 
»ig  and  fupporting  him  to  theutmoft  of  their 
power.    YoQ  cannot  imagine  how  eager  the 
people  of  Rome  are  to  fee  fuch  a  melanchdj 
kind  of  fpedlacle.  They  havebeen  taking  places 
even  to  night,  and  windows  in  St,  Angelo's 
Square j  where  the  execution  is  to  be,  let  al  1 
I  do  not  know  how  much  money,     it  feems  < 
to  me  a  particular  citriofity  to  be  foad  of  fee* 
mg  fights  of  this  nature.     And  yet  id  all 
countries  fb  many  people  are  running   after 
them.    De  gu/libus;n$n  Mfputandum  ejl^  as  tk 
kalians  fay^ 


Tbmriilay,  Jane  ii,  1762. 
Three  ijuarten  paft  X2  at  noon,  Rome. 

This'  morning,    unwiUingly,     I  Yaw  the 

mangled  carcaie  of  Joha  Albania  who  was 

I  executed 
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executed  about  nine  o^clock.  lu  going  to 
it.  Peter's,  near  which  I  was  obliged  to  make 
1  vifit,  I  paiTed  over  St*  Angelo*8  Bridge, 
iiid^  confequently,  through  the  fquare  ad** 
foining*  The  firft  thing  I  beheld  were  legs 
and  arms  hung  up  upon  the  fcaffold,  like 
meat  in  a  butcher^B  (hop.  Then  John  Al- 
bani's  ghaftly  head  grinned  upon  me,  fet  up 
to  public  view.  The  reft  of  the  body  lay 
upon  the  fcaflfold*  The  light  (hocked  me, 
and  I  ftill  have  it  prefent  before  my  eyes. 

The  news  1  have  picked  up  abroad  is,  that 

one  of  the  throe  galleys  of  the  pope,  that 

fet  fail  from  CivitJL  Vecchia  for  Malta,  laden 

with  knights  belonging  to  that  ifland,  is  loft. 

When.  I  fay  loft,  I  do   not  mean  ttat  (he  is 

certainly  funk,  but  that  they  do   not  know 

where  (he  is.     The  cafe  is  as  follows.     In 

the  channel  between  Sicily  and  Malta,  they 

met  with  a  ftorm*     The  Saint  Profpero,  the 

galley  they  are  anxious  about,  loft  all  her 

mafts  in  it.    As  the  fea  ran  too  high  for  tho- 

Sz  two 
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two  others  to  be  able  to  give  her  any  aflift- 
ance,  they  continued  their  voyage  to  Malta. 
When  they  got  into  that  port  they  told  the 
grand  mafter  what  diftfefs  they  had  left  the 
Saint  Profpero  in.  As  foon  Ss  the  weather 
would  permit,  he  fent  out  his  five  galleys 
provided  with  mafts,  anchors,  cables,  &c. 
to  look  out  for  her  and  aflift  her.  Nothing 
has  as  yet  been  heard  of  her  deftiny.  This, 
you  may  imagine,  keeps  the  people  of  Rome 
in  anxiety,  as  there  were  many  gentlemen  of 
good  family  on  board  her,  as  the  marquis 
Accoramboni  and  others. 


LET^ 
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.  Rotpe,  a  little  after  i  in  the  ^^ftcrnoon, 
Sunday,  June  14,  1761. 

J^  Jut  L  the  news  ftirring  here  is,  that  the 
papal  galley  that  was  loft  is  foynd  agiaip. 
Having  fprung  her  mafts,  and  not  being  able 
to  ,  weather  the  ftorm,   ihe  was  obliged  to 
turn  back.     She  put  into  Giorgenti,  a  little 
port   in  Sicily,    from  whence  tidings   have 
been  received  of  her.      This   has   relieved 
many  "noblemen  who  had  relations  on  board 
'  from  their  anxious  fituation.     With  regard 
to   Bellifle,   it  is  efteemed   in  agonies,  and 
that  it  can  hold  out  but  a  very  little  longer. 
Peace  however  is  talked  of,  and  they  fay, 
that  not  only  we  and  the  French,  but  eyen 
the  Auftrians'  have  appointed  their  plenipo- 
tentiaries, to  njeet  at  a  congrefs  at  Augf- 
bourg, 

S3  The 
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The  country  here  about  Rome  has  been 
infefted  with  a  prodigious  quantity  of  mice, 
or  nicies,  that  have  done  coniiderable  damage 
to  the  corn  and  vineyards.  Prayers  have 
been  made  on  purpofe  to  deliver  the  faithiiil 
from  this  plague.  The  prayer  or  exorcife* 
ment  is  as  follows,  thq'  I  do  not  hear  thofe 
little  animals  have  been  l^fs  no^ou^  upoa 
account  of  it, 

**  Exorcifo*  vos  pcftifbros  Dftures  per  De- 
♦^  um  pat  rem  omnipotent^ni,  et  Jefum  Chrif- 

^*  *  I  cxorcifc  you  pernicious  moles,  in  the  Bame  of  God 
^*  the  omnipotent  Father,  and  of  hit  Son  J^&s  Chrift,  i& 
-^*  order  that  you  may  forthwith  dq>art  frouEi  our  fields 
^^  and  lands,  nor  longer  dwell  in  theoi,  but  pafs  to  other 
^<  Ipots  where  you  may  he  of  hurt  to  none,  cur^g  you 
^^  on  the  behalf  of  the  omnipotent  Qod,  and  of  the  wholp 
^*  court  of  heaven,  and  of  the.holy  church  of  God,  that 
<*  you  may  every  day  decreafe,  aqd  become  Icfs  in  num- 
**  her  till  no  remains  bo  found  of  you  in  any  place, 
^*  unlcfs  you  Ihould  be  ncceflary  for  the  W^If^^rc  or  fcr- 
^^  vice  of  mankind.  May  he  who  is  to  como  to  judge 
<«  thc<juick  and  the;dcad,  and  th^  world  by  fire,  grant  Aii 
«  Q^x  f  rayer,    A»en,'* 

♦^  tW 
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^^   turn  filium  ejus,  ut  confeftim  recedatis  a 

'^   campis  et  agris  noftris,  nee  ampUus  in  eib 

^^  habketis,  fed  ad  ea  loca  tranfeatis^  in  qui- 

*^  bus  nemlni  uoc^ce  poffitis ;  pro  parte  om** 

*'  nipotentis  Dei^   et  toxkw  curiae  caeleftis, 

^*  et  ecclcfije  fan£iae  Dei  vos  maledi^cens,  ut 

*^  quocumque  ieritis^  fitis  maledifli,   deficit 

**  entes  de  die  in  diem  in  vos  ipfos,  et  decref- 

**  centes  quatenus  reliquiae  de  vobis  nuUo  in 

^'  loco  iiweniantur^  uifi  necefTarias  ad  falu-- 

'*  tern  et  ufum  humanum.     Quod  preftare 

*^  dignetur,  qui  veuturus  eft  judicare  vivos, 

**  et  mortuos,  et  faeculum  per  ignem.  Amen*** 

After  the  priefl:  and  people  who  followed 
him  had  made  their  prayers  and  prdceflioni 
in  the  infected  places,  they  fprinklcd  them 
duly  with  holy  water,  after  which  luftration, 
and  a  decent  number  of  croffings,  the  cere- 
mony finiihed. 

Laft  night  1  faw  a  little  piece  of  poetry 

that  regarded  Mr.  Steaveiis  the  timber  mer- 

S  4  chant's 
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chant's  fon,  who  made  a  great  figure  here  at 
Rome  four  or  five  years  ago.  He  is  dead,  you 
know.  While  he  was  at  Rome  he  had  the 
pleafure  of  being  in  the  good  graces  of  the 
pretticft  lady  that  was  then  in  this  town. 
Whether  it  was  his  money  or  his  perfon, 
that  pleafed  the  marchionefs  Gabriele,  I  can 
not  tell,  but  certain  it .  is,  they  were  both 
always  together.  To  (hew  you  what  a  fine 
excufe  the  Roman  ladies  have  for  making 
love  with  Englifh  gentlemen,  they  fay  that 
the  marchionefs  Gabriele  (hewed  all  this 
affeftion  to  Mr.  Steavens  in  order  to  convert 
him  to  the  Roman  catholic  religion.  It  is 
upon  this  my  pqetry  is  founded,  which  fup- 
pofes  that  the  marchionefs  Gabriele's  ghoft 
appears  to  him,  and  (peaks  to  him  in  the 
following  mannen. 

Stivenez  !  che  fai }  chc  neghittofo  og^ora^ 
Fra  dubbiofi  penficri  errando  vai  ? 

Non  vedi  forfe  quanto  incerto  mai 
6ia  del  nollro  morire  il  quando  c  l*ora  ? 

Ah  1  che  di  cambriar  fede  afpotti  ancora  J 
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Ah  perdie  mexite  a  tanti  errofi  dai  i 

Per  farti  fedel,  io  fol  t'aipaii  . 

Fallo  or  che  ion  morta  fenza  (}imora, 

jCosi  facendoy  ie  nemica  flella 
Col  troncare  li  mei  dl,  alio  mio  zelp 

Non  permiie  cbmpir  opra  fi  bella, 
Sciolto  quando  iarai  dal  mortal  yelo, 

Sentiro  con  piacere  che  io  fol  fui  quella 
II  di  cui  amor  t'apri  la  via  del  cielo* 

In  Englifli  profe  as  follows, 

Why  doft  thou  loiter,  Steavens,  flpduating 
amidft  the  mazes  of  doubtful  thought? 
Awake  to  reafon,  and  behold  in  me  an  ex- 
ample of  the  incertitude,  of  human  life* 
And  canft  thou  ftill  retard  abandoning  thy 
religion?  And  canft  thou  ftill  give  ear  to 
fatal  errors  ?  To  inroU  thee  atiiidft  the  num- 
ber of  the  faithful,  I  loved  thee  in*  life. 
Execute  my  defires  then  without  delay  after 
my  death.  By  doing  this,  tho'  envious  def- 
tiny,  in  cutting  fhort  my  days,  hindered  me 
from  accomplifliing  the  glorious  intention, 
0ill  fliall  I  with  pleafure  refledt,   when  I 

behold 
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behold  thee  freed  from  the  veil  of  huma* 
nity,  that  it  was  I  whofe  Jove  firft  opened 
thee  the  path^to  heaven*  | 

Do  not  you  think  this  is  a  fine  excufe  for 
libertinifm  ?  See  in  what  a  droll  manner  the 
author  has  (pelt  Mr.  Steavens's  name^  I  do 
not  know  who  he  is.  This  mighty  perforni' 
ance  is  anonyaK>\is*  When  the  marchionefs 
Gabrielc  died,  Mr.  Steavens  did  a  very  popu- 
lar thing  here  at  Rome,  which  was,  to  give 
a  prefent  of  a  hundred  Roman  crowns  to 
ibme  priefts  to  pray  for  her  foul,  that  it 
might  be  the  fooncr  rclcafed  from  the  pains 
of  purgatory*  I  do  riot  know  whether  this 
firra  incognita^  as  dodor  Swift  calls  it,  is 
founded  upon  fcripture,  but  lamfureiti^ 
cftablilhed  upon  very  lucrative  maxims, 
How  many  legacies  does  not  the  eccku- 
aftical  branch  of  the  Roman  catholic  i^^^' 
gion  enjoy,  which  have  been  left  by  f^^^ 
perfons   for   maffes  for  themfelves  or  ^^^^^ 

relations.     This  fpirit  too  is  kept  op  ^1 

ftorieSj 
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ftories,  that  feem,  and  probably  are,  fermed 
^pn  purpofe.    I  will  tell  yon  one  of  them. 

In  a  fernion  at  Leghorne  during  lent  time, 
(I  do  not  tell  you  the  year,  for  I  do  not 
know  it  myfelf,)  a  preacher  had  been  {tu 
ing  forth,  with  great  eloquence,  the* duty 
all  Chriftians  lay  under  of  aflifting  their 
deceafed  brethren  by  their  fufFrages  or  pray- 
ers. He  exprefled  the  pains  of  purgatory 
with  fuch  energy,  and  the  remiflhefs  of  the 
faithful  in  making  contributions  to  relieve 
thofe  poor  fufFerers  By  maffes,  in  fuch  pathe- 
tic expreffions,  that  he  brought  tears  into  the 
eyes  of  all  prefent, , 

There  was  an  old  beggar  woman  ia 
church  at  the  before  mentioned  fermon. 
She  was  fb  affedied  with  wha.t  Ihe  had 
heard,  tliat  in  going  out  of  the  door,  fhe 
put  three  farthings,  all  fhe  h^d  in  the 
world,  into  a  charity  box,  that  upon  thefe 
oecafions  is  always  ready,  in  order  to  re- 
ceive 
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ceive  the  pious  contributions,  that  are  offer- 
ed for  the  benefit  of  the  fouls  in  purgatory, 
or  rather  of  their  advocates  in  this  world. 
After  the  old  beggar-woman  had  gone 
through  two  or  three  ftreets,  the  frefli  air 
kbated  confiderably  the  edge  of  her  devo- 
tion,  and  increafed  that  of  her  appetite. 
She  refledled  that  fhe  had  given  away  all 
Ihe  had  in  the  world,  at  a  time  when  flie 
had  not  a  morfel  of  bread  to  eat.  As  it  was 
late,  and  moft  people  gone  to  dinner,  Ihe 
had  but  little  hopes  of  any  'charitable  paf- 
fengers  relieving  her.  In  a  fit  of  defpair 
flie  threw  herfelf  down  upon  fome  fteps 
there  were  before  a  public  building,  and 
began  crying.  She  had  not  been  long  in- 
dulging her  ^rief,  before  a  venerable  old 
gentleman  paffed  by.  He  afked  her  what 
was  the  caufe  of  her  being  fo  melancholy. 
She  told  him.  Well,  fays  he,  I  will  affift 
you,  only  carry  this  letter  I  have  in  my 
hand  to  fuch  a  houfe,  and  the  people  there 
^ill  give  you  fomething,-  The  old,  woman 

topl^ 
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took  the  letter,  and  faid  (he , would  do  as  hp 
bid   her,  and  the  venerable  old  gentleman- 
ivalked  ofF.    As  fooA  as  ihe   came   to  the 
houfe  that  had  been  defcribed  to  her,  Ihe 
aiked   for  the  mafter  of  it,,  to  whom  the 
letter  was   direfted.     He  was  a  perfon  of 
rank  and  fortune.    Upon  reading  the  letter 
he   turned  pale.     As  foon  as  he  had  finifhed 
it,  he  left  his  company,  and  defired  to  fpeak 
with  the  old  woman.     He  Ipegged  her  to 
give  him  a  perfedl  description  of  the  perfon 
who   had  fpoken  to  her.     She  did  fo.    He 
then    alked   her   if  Ihe  thought   (he  fhould 
know  his  piflure  if  fhe  faw  it.     She  faid  (he 
had  no  doubt  but  that  (he  (hould.   •  Accord- 
ingly, he  took  her  into  a  room  where  there 
was  a  great  number  of  portraits  of  all  his 
family  and  anceftors  for  fome  generations. 
As  foon  as  the  old  beggar-woman  had  en- 
tered with  the  gentleman  into  this  room, 
(he  began  to  con(ider  the  pi£tures  attentively. 
At  laft  (he  fixed  upon  one,  which  (he  faid, 
was  the  venerable  old  gentleman  that  had 

giv  en 
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given  her  the  letter.    But  ire  you  fure  of  it, 
feys  the  mafter  of  the  houfe  ?  Yes,  fays  flic, 
it  is  fb  like  him^  I  could  fwear  it  to  be  the 
fame  perfon.     Why  then/  fays  he,  as  I  am 
living  here  upon  earth,   it  was  my    great 
grandfather   that  appeared  to  you,    whom 
your  charity  has  delivered  from  the  pains  of 
purgatory.     He  in  this  letter  defires  me  to 
fettle  upon  you  a  penfion  for  life,  and  I  fliall 
accordingly,  which  he  did  j  and  fo  my  ftory 
ends. 

It  is  by  thefe  and  fitnilar  incitements,  that 
the  Romifli  church  keeps  up  its  great  annual 
revenue  of  charities  for  the  fouls  in  purga* 
tory*  To  this  bank  Mr.  Steavens  contributed 
his  hundred  crowns,  for  the  foul  of  the  de* 
ceafed  marchionefs  Gabriele*  ,  This  a£tion,  as 
I  have  already  faid,  made  him  very  popular 
here  in  Rome.  The  marchionefs  Gabrielc 
killed  herfelf  by  dancing  when  flie  was  big 
with  child.  I  was  at  Rome  during  thar 
time,  and  the  very  day  I  was  to  be  intro- 
duced 
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duced  to  herj  t  went ^d  faw  her  extended 
upon  her  bier  in  the  church,  with  the  little 
embrio  placed  upon  her  bofom.  She  looked 
pretty  even  in  death,  and 


beanty^t  ecfigsi  yet 

Was  crsnioB  on  her  lips  aod  in  her  dbtciSf 

but  I  believe  it  was  owing  to  roug€.  She 
danced  between  the  afts  of  a  play,  |)erformed 
by  fome  gentlemen  and  ladies  at  villa  Bor- 
ghefe. 

Death  too  is  at  prefent  bufy  among  tbt 
cardinals.  Cardinal  Orii,  who  has  written  an 
eccleiiaftical  hiftory  famous  for  the  beauty 
of  its  ftyle,  breathed  his  laft  a  few  days  ago. 
Yeftcrday  news  came,  that  cardinal  Banchi* 
eri,  the  legate  at  Fe'rrara,  was  dead.  Cardi- 
nal PaOlucci  18  ill  at  Albano,  and  cardinal 
Paffionei  is  in  agcmie&  at  Frafcati.  The  lz£t 
is  one  of  our  great  men  here,  or,  according 
to  the  expreflion  of  the  court  of  Rome^  oiue 

^     •    ■  of 
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6f  the. three  cardinal  palatifies.     Thethrei 
cardinal  palatines  mean  thofe  three  that  live 
in  the  pope's  palace,  and  have  the  principal 
fway   in   the   government;     They  are  the 
cardinals  Torriggiani,  Gavalehini,  and  Paf- 
iionei.     There  is  at  preferit  a  fourth,  which 
is  cardinal  Rezzonico   the  pope's  nephew. 
Cardinal   Paflionei's  illhefs  is   faid  to  have 
been  owliig  tb  an  exciefs  of  paflion  or  difguif. 
Being  a  perfon  who  has  always  had  the  gales 
of  fortune  favorable,  upon  her  lowering  a 
little  he  could  not  relift  her  frown.    Th« 
affair  as  well  as  I  can  colled  it,  from  the 
myfterious  whifpers   that  go   about,  is  as 
follows.     Lately  d  new  eafeehifin  has  been 
publilhed^  and  handed  about  Rome  for  the 
inftrudion  of  children.   Tho'  publifted  with 
due  licenfes,  upon  revifion  it  was  difapproved 
of  by  the   pope.     His  private   council  wa3 
called,  and  the  fentiments  of  the  cardinals 
alked.  Cardinal  Paffionei  was  always  ftrong- 
ly   againft  <:ondemning   this   new  perform- 
ance, however,  it  was  decided  againft  bim 

by 
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by  the  majority  of  the  affembly.     The  car- 
ilinal,  as.fecretary  of  the  briefs,  was  to  fub- 
fcribe  this  decree  forbidding  the  catechifm. 
He  refufed  to  do  it,  faying,  it  was  againft 
his    confcience*     However  an    order    came 
from  the  pope,   who  was   at   Caftel   Gan- 
dolfo,  telling   him  to  fign  it,  or  lay  down 
his  office  immediately.  Accordingly  he  figned 
it.     However,  as  this  was  the  firft  check  he 
ever  received  in  his  life,  he  took  it  fo  much 
to   heart,  that   the   violent   paffions,  which 
opprefled  him  all  at  onCe>  overwhelmed  the 
vital  parts,  and  he  fell  down  in  an  apopleftic 
fit.     As  he  is  feventy  or  eighty  years  of  age, 
there  feem  to  be  but  little  hopes  of  his  reco- 
very, and  he  has  entirely  loft  one  half  of  his 
body.      Nay,  I  think  they  even  fay  that  a 
mortification  has  begun  on  that  fide.     He  is 
not  at  RomC)  but  at  Frafcati,  for  many  of 
the  cardinals  and  other  great  perfonages  of 
,  Rome  are  now  in  the  country.     They  will 
moft  of  them  however,  return  by  the  feaft 
of  St.   Peter,   which   is   the   29th    of  this 
Vol.  IIL  T  month. 
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month*  It  was  to  Frafcati  that  the  brief 
of  the  pope  was  brought  him  with  orders  to 
be  figned.  Moft  part  of  Rome  think  him 
entirely  in  the  wrong,  for  not  having  figned 
dire£Hy,  tho*  contrary  to  his  confcience. 
Their  reafons  have  fome  weight.  In  the 
privy  council,  confifting  of  thirteen  cardinals, 
of  which  number  he  was  one,  he  had  already 
produced  all  his  opinions  and  arguments  to 
the  contrary^  They  had  not  the  good  luck 
to  prevail,  for  feven  of  the  cardinals  were 
againft  him,  and  five  only  for  him.  With 
regard  to  fubfcribing  the  pope's  decree,  ia 
confequence  of  the  refult  of  this  council,  his 
office  of  fccretary  of  the  briefs  obliged  him 
officially  to  fign  what  the  pope  wanted  to 
publifh.  An  Italian  brought  me  the  follow- 
ing example,  Suppofe,  fays  he,  Mr.  Pitr, 
or  the  duke  of  Newcaftle,  or  any  other  mi- 
nifter,  were  obliged  to  fubfcribe  all  the  ads  o£ 
parliament  by  virtue  of  fome  pofl:  they  enjoy- 
ed. Notwithftanding  any  particular  act  of 
parliament  might  contradict  their   way  of 

thinking, 
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thinkings  yet  when  once  the  majority  have 
voted  it,  they  are  obliged  by  virtue  of  theif 
office  to  fubfcribe  it,  and  is  a  fubje£l  to  obey 
it.  In  parliament  they  had  the  liberty  of 
bringing  all  their  objedions.  Thofe  objec- 
tidns  had  not  fufficient  weight  with  the  ma- 
jority*  'Therefore  the  minority  is  obliged  to 
give  up  their  opinion  to  the  greater  number^ 
or  elfe  there  could  be  no  government. 


LET^ 
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LETTER         XXV. 


Rome^  half  after  eleven  in  the  morniog, 
Sunday,  June  21,  I76i« 

W^E  D  N  E  &D  A  Y  fevenrnght,  then,  the 
firft  of  July,  whether  I  hear  from  you  (X 
no,  the  rifing  fun  fhall  no  more  behold  me 
in  Rome,  We  have  had  a  very  fickly  time 
in  this  metropolis,  owing,  I  believe,  to  the 
extravagant  weather  we  have  had.  Nothing 
but  rain  and  thunder  for  a  long  time.  The 
Iky  is  now  cleared  up  a  little^  and  the  heats 
begin  to  fet  in,  but  they  are  nothing  like 
thofe  of  Spain.  This  is  a  middle  climate 
between  that  and  England.  In  Spain  it 
never  rains^  hyperbolically  fpeaking,  in  Eng- 
land always,  ufing  the  fame  rhetorical 
figure.  Italy  feems  the  medium  between 
thefe  two  extremes.  It  is  this,  I  imagine, 
added  to  the  great  dews,  /which  caufes  the 
^'        i  fertility 
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fertility  qf  the  country.  But  Wliat  does 
the  natural  fertility  of  the  foil  avail|  if 
here  about  Rom?  they  do  not  gultiyate  their 
lands  ?  M^ny  are  the  caufes  of  this  negled 
of  agriculture.  I  do  not  think,  ^s  we  inaa«* 
gine,  it  can  be  upon  account  of  the  defpotic 
government*  In  that  cafe,  Tufcany,  Venice, 
Naples,  and  other  ablblute  governments, 
would  biB  the  fame,  which  is  not  true,  Yo\j 
may  wonder  to  hear  nje  put  Venice  in  this 
lift,  but  certain  it  is,  that  the  fubjeft  does 
not  enjoy  roor^  liberty  there  than  in  any 
monarchy.  AH  the  republics  of  Italy  arc 
in  th«  fame  ftyle.  Th^  only  difference  be- 
tween  them  and  a  monarchical  government 
is,  that  there  are  fixty  or  eighty  kings  iij- 
flead  of  ope.  All  the  reft  of  the  people  are 
equally  fubfervient  tq  the  ftate  as  in  Ronae, 
or  any  where  elfe.  Indeed,  I  hardly  know 
a  qation  but  England,  where  fome  little 
fljarc  in  the  government  defcends  to  almoft  all 
the  ranks  in  the  ftate.  Montcfquieu,  if  I 
do  not  miftake,  ikys  it  is  the  oply  free  goyern- 
T  3  ment 
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ment  in  the  world.  However,  I  do  not 
hold  the  good  cultivation  of  our  lands  in 
England  to  be  owing  to  this  liberty,  any 
more  than  the  bad  management  of  thofe  in 
the  Roman  ftate  to  the  contrary.  Where- 
ever  the  countryman  is  equally  fure  of  being 
paid  for  his  labor,  he  has  always  an  equal 
incitement  to  work.  Now  I  imagine  this 
pay  is  equally  certain  in  the  Roman  ftatc 
as  in  thofe  o^  Tufcany,  Venice,  England,  or 
any  other.  You  will  fay,  perhaps,  that 
defpotic  authority  has  the  power  of  wreftiflg 
from  the  laborer  his  daily  hire.  It  ^^' 
doubtedly  has.  But  it  is  a  power  that  never 
has,  and  probably  never  will  be  exercifei 
as  being  contrarjr  to  the  intereft  of  the 
rulers.  The  lefs  revenue  the  lands  furniih} 
the  lefs  advantage  all  princes  muft  naturally 
draw  from  their  dominions.  The  country- 
man, therefore,  having  never  feen  any  ex- 
ampks  to  the  contrary,  and  not  being  ib 
general  very  long  fighted,  I  dare  fay  tbinK 

fhemfelves  as  fure  of  reaping  the  frv^^^  ° 

tbeif 
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their  labor  upon  Roman  foil  as  ours  do  in 

England.     There  is  not,  indeed,  the  handy 

cuflom  introduced  in  general  here  in  Italy 

of    the    tenants  paying    fo    much   annual 

money  to  their  landlords   for  the   ufe  of 

their  lands.     Their  way,  efpeclally  in  Tuf^ 

cany,  is  often  as  follows,  which,  however, 

I  think,  ought  to  redound  more  to  the  dif- 

advantage    of   the    landlord    than    of   th^ 

tenant.     They   pay   in   kind,   that  is,   the 

farmer  is  to  cultivate  fuch  a  track  of  land  at 

his  expence,  and  half  of  the  fruits  it  pro«» 

duces  go  to  the  maintenance  of  him  and  his 

family,  and  the  other  half  to  his  landlord. 

This   is  in  general,   for  in   thofe  forts  of 

contra<Sl3  people,  you  know,  may  make  what 

bargain  they  pleafe.     But  the  above  men*^ 

tioned  manner  of  confrading.  between  the 

landlords  and  their  tenants   muft  be   very 

inconvpnieijt  fpr  the  former.     Sure  our  way 

of  money  is  mych  better ;  for,  at  the  leaft, 

if  the  gain  is  lefs,  you  have  fo  much  neat 

?^(h  come  ii>  your  hands.     For  the  farmer, 

T  4  however. 
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IjQwevf r>  I  3o  not  tnow  whether  it  is  not 
advantageous,  as  they  laughingly  fay  m 
Tufgany  that  he  generally  gets  half  out  of 
the  landlord's  half.  The  remainder  md 
be  fold,  which  obliges  the  nobility  there  to 
retail  their  wiqe  out  of  a  hole  iix  the  wall 
belonging  to  their  palace,  I  fee,  therefore, 
no  intrinfical  caufe  to  hinder  the  countiy 
people  from  cultivating  their  lands  as  much 
as  thgfe  in  JEngland,  I  fee  many  intrinfical 
ones  derived  from  the  nature  of  thofe  coun- 
try people  about  Rome,  They  are  idle. 
Their  principal  happinefs  feems  to  be  in 
feeing  proceffions  and  other  (how's,  pfwhicn 
there  are  no  fcarcity  in  this  city.  They 
may,  likewife,  be  afraid  of  ftaying  too  tn^ch 
in  the  bad  air,  which  occupies  the  country 
about  Rome,  Ambition,  likewife,  m^y 
hinder  thofe  who  think  they  have  talents* 
The  common  people  even  in  England  ^^^^ 
to  take  orders,  that  they  may  become  gen- 
tlemen.    Much  more  will  this  defire  predo- 

piinate  in  a  country  where  every  ofR^^}  ^^^^ 

tk 
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the  fupr^me,  is  in  the  hands  of  the  clergy. 
The  example  of  Sixtus  the  fifth,  who  is 
faid  from  a  hog-driver  to  have  arrived   at 
the  dignitj  of  pope,  makes  the  loweft  clown 
hope   for  equal  good   fortune.    The  great 
encoyragement  too    for   beggars  in  Rome, 
deftroys  the  edge  of  induftry ,     As  they  find 
they  can  be  maintained  by  charity  without 
working,  many  are  thofe  who  like  better 
to   gain  a  miferable   livelihood  by  roaming 
about  Rome,  than  to  fare  better  by  laboring 
in  the  fun-burnt  fields.     The  Romans  have 
^  very.falfe  idea  with  regard   to   beggars. 
There  being  more  of  them,   they  fay,  in 
Rome  than  in  any  other  town,  is  a  fign  that 
there   is   more   charity.      But   they   are   in 
the    wrong,      I    grant    that  a   number    of 
<:onvents  are  by  their  inftitution  obliged  to 
give   foup  and   bread,   and  other  things  to 
the   poor   every   day,    and    that   a   beggar, 
who  has  a  mind  to  employ  his  legs,  may 
get  three  or  four  dinners  in  this  manner, 
1  gr^Dt  that  many  of  the  citizens  make  it  a 

rule 
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rule  to  give  every  beggar  that  appears  every 
day,  let  them  be  a  thoufand,  a  farthing  a 
piece.  I  grant  that  in  Eafter-week  the  pope 
wafties  their  feet,  and  the  nobility  ferve 
them  at  table..  But  is  all  this  charity  ?  It 
may  be  fo  to  the  particular  mendicants,  but 
I  am  fure  it  is  not  to  the  ftate.  Every 
government  has  a  right  to  the  labor  of  its 
poor  fubje£ls.  In  a  well  regulated  city  there 
(hould  not  be  one  beggar.  Thofe  unable  to 
work  ought  to  be  fupported  in  hofpitals* 
The  others  ihould  be  forced  to  labor  for 
their  maintenance.  W|iaf  a  manufa^urc 
might  be  £et  up  by  means  of  the  wretches 
that  are  ftrolling  about  Rome  !  In  anfwer 
to  this,  I  am  told  that  Rome  is  different 
from  pther  towns,  as  a  rxumber  of  pilgrims 
come  daily  to  vifit  the  holy  places.  Thefe 
are  chiefly  beggars,  but  muft  be  permitted, 
or  you  deftroy  one  of  the  principal  tenet? 
pf  the  Roman  catholic  religion,  which  holds 
it  meritorious  to  vifit  reliques  and  fanftuarieSr 
Put  their  fta^  might  be  linaited,  and  with 

regard 
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regard  to  the  native  poor  of  the  city,  an 
arbitrary  government  might  make  what 
regulations  they  pleafed. 


Mopcjay,  June  22,  three  quarters 
after  12  at  noon* 

ONE  of  the  fcholars  of  the  Clenqientine 
college  has   been  robbed  \n  a  very  hardy 
rfianner,     He  is  a  young  map  of  fortune, 
brought  up  at   this  feminary.      A  perfpii 
knocked  at  the  door  of  his  apartment,     P|e 
told  him  to  come  iff.     All  the  ftudents  at 
thefe    colleges   haye   their   different   apart- 
ments, as  at  our  univerfities,     A  kind  of 
office   entered    with   a  letter   from    major 
Rocgo.     This  is  a  major  in  one  pf  the  pope'§ 
regiments,    This  letter   affured  the  young 
gentleman   that   the  officer,   who  was  the 
bearer,  was  a  perfpn  of  honor  and  honefty, 
whp,  however,  had  met   with  misfortunes, 
and  that  the  writer  recommended   him   tp 
his  charity,  ^cfii^ing  him  to  be^  his  fellow  - 

:(ludent$ 
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fiudents  to  make  a  contributioti  for  him. 
The  young  gentleman  anfwered,  **  that,  a» 
**  for  defiring  his  fellow  iludents^  he  could 
^'  not  do  it,  becaufe,  if  the  reftor  of  the 
**  college  knew  of  it,   he  would  be  ver/ 
"  angry  with  him.    As  for  his  own  private 
*'  part,  he  had  very  little  money,  however, 
if  he  would  accept  of  half  a  zccchin,  he 
would  give  it  him."     The  man,  notwith- 
ftanding  his  fine  drefs,   faid  he  fhould  be 
very  glad  of  it,  and  took  it   accordingly. 
But  he  had  no  fooner  got  it  than  he  catched 
hold    of   the   chain    of   the  young  iiians 
watch,  which  hung  out  of  his  pocket,  and 
faid   he   fhould   be   glad  of   thai   likewife. 
The   watch  followed  the  pull  he  gave  iti 
and  he  carried   it  off  triumphantly,    I  ^ 
not  know  whether  he  did  not  draw  out  a 
knife  to  fecure  his  retreat,  but  there  was 
no  need  of  that  precaution,  as  aftoniflimcnt 
had  caufed  its  ufual  petrifying  effefts.    The 
ftudent  neither  moved  or  cried  out  till  the 
aggreffor  had  retreated  out   of  the  room, 
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and  locked  the  door  ^fter  him  to  hinder  a 
purfuit.  Major  Rocco,  upon  enquiry,  had 
written  no  letter,  and  it  was  forged  for  aa 
excufe  to  enter  the  room. 


Tucfday,  June  aj,  half  after  one 

in  the  afternoon. 

Cardinal  Delci  is  dead,  and  in  fome  days 

there  will  be  a  ceremony  for  his  funeral. 

His   body  is  to  be  embalmed.     I  yefterday 

evening  made  feveral  parting  vifits.     In  one 

of  them  we  had  a  diflertation  upon  our 

pronunciation  of  Latin,  which  fcems  very 

odd  to  foreigxiers.     The  Germans,  French, 

Spaniards  and  Italians  much/more  refbmble 

each  other  in  that  rcfpetft  than  we  do  either. 

Nolwithftanding,     therefore,     what     fome 

learned  people  in  England  fay,  I  fliould  think 

our  pronunciation  of  that  language  has  the 

leaft  chance  for  being  right.    The  Italians, 

I  ftiDuld  imagine,   are  moft  likely  to  have 

retained  feo^iethiiig  of  the  found,  as  being 

.  the 
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the  fucceflbrs  of  the  aDCient  Romans.   How* 
ever,   there  are  ftrong  proofs   to  be  given 
that   their  pronunciation    of  Latin   is    not 
entirely    as   their  anceftors  pronounced   it. 
They  are  as  follow.    But  for  the  firft  argu- 
ment, you  muft  grant  me  that   when  the 
Ooths    invaded    Italy,    atid  corrupted    the 
language  then  talked  there,  it  is  more  pro- 
bable, in  the  ancient  words  they  preferved, 
that  they  adhered  to  the  found  than  to  the 
orthography.     We  fee  many  frefli  examples 
of  this  in  all  countries.     The  word  chocolaU 
with  us,  is  cioccolata  in  Italian.     The  way 
of  fpelling  is   different,    but  the   (bund  is 
nearly  the  fame.     The  province  of  Cham- 
faigne  in  France  is  written  Sciampagna  in 
Italian,  a  fimilar  pronunciation  in  different 
languages  not  being  attainable  by  the  fame 
letters.      There  might    be   a  great  many 
examples  produced  of  this,    but   the   two 
V  foregoing  may  be  fufficient.     Tho*  I  will 
jufi:  add  that  the  Italians  have  adopted  our 
word  jyh  for  counters^  which  found  in  their 

language 
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language  muft  be  fpelt  ^fce^  and  accordingly 
is  fpelt  fo.     This  then  being  laid  down  as  a 
foundation,  it  ik  probable  that  the  letter  I  in 
the  word  /{/^,  ^Vhich  the  Italians  pronounce 
in  Latin  as  if  it   was  written  with  a  vowel 
(Jefus)   was   by  the   ancient  Romans    pro-- 
nounced  as  we  do.     Elfe  why  fhould  the 
Italians  put  a  G  and  I  to  their  word  Giesu, 
if  you  do  not  fuppofe  that  the  Goths  coming 
into  Italy  heard  the  word  pronounced  in  that 
manner,  but  were  obliged  to  fpell  it  differ- 
ently,   to  comply  with  the  different  founi 
of  their  letters  ?     This  is  common  to  every 
word  now  in  Italian,  derived  from  thofe  in 
Latin,  with  an  I  confonant,  zsjuvare^  giovare; 
Jerufalem^  Gerufalemme  ;  Junius  Giugno  ;  Julm 
GiuUo^  and  many  others.     There  feems  to  be 
another  proof  too  exifting,  that  the  Romans 
pronounced  the  vowel  I  different  from  the 
confonant,    and   this   is   taken    from    their 
poetry.     Wherever  there  is  an  I  confonant, 
there  is  no  elilion,  but  with,  a  vowel  I  there 
always  is  one;  and  furely  they  mufl  have 

a  dif. 
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a  difFereiit  found,  when  the  letter  ttiade 
either  a  fyllable  morie  or  lefs.  But  tho*  I 
think  we  are  right  in  this  refpeft,  in  every 
other  I  am  afraid  we  muft  yield  the  palm^. 
and  particularly  with  regard  to  the  vowels ; 
the  found  of  which  we  have  totally  changed 
from  that  of  every  other  nation  upon  the 
continent.  It  is  this  which  renders  us  unin- 
telligible to  foreigners  when  we  fpeak  Latin } 
but  my  civil  law  lectures  in  Germany  fb 
broke  me  in  to  this  manner  of  pronunciation, 
that  I  am  better  off  than  moft  of  my  coun- 
trymen. 


LET- 
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itoine^  kalf  an  hour  after  6  afternooDy 
Sunday,  Juiic  28,  1761, 

HIS  morning  there  has  been  i  great 
^rocefiion,  which  accompanied  th6  tribute 
paid  by  the  king  of  Naples  to  the  pope. 
As  I  am  in  Rome  I  make  ufe  of  this  word, 
but  Naples  Calls  it  only  a  free  gift ;  however 
it  is. a  remnant  of  that  feudal  fyflem  which 
the  popes  endeavoured  to  eftablifli  all  over 
Europe^  atxd  had  done  fo  in  England^  till 
Heniy  the  eighth  broke  the  vaffalagc  entered 
into  by  king  John.  The  trifling  annual  in<^ 
come  !was,tiot  their  objeft,  but  the  difpofing 
of  the  kingdom  in  cafe  of  difobedierice  or 
vacancy.  The  money  now  to  be  paid  by 
Naples,  the  fum  of  which  I  do  not  know, 
was  placed  upon  a  white  horfe,  ol:  hackney 
(L^achineai)  which  enters  St.  Peter's  church. 
Vol.  III.  ^     U  and 
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and  is  ta\ight  to  kneel  down  before  the  pc^^ 
and  prefent  him  with  his  golden?  charge. 
'^'his  docile- beatt  is  attended  by  the  high  con- 
ftablte  of  Naples^  an  ofike  now  herieditary  in 
the  Colonna 'family,  the  prince  of  which, 
with  a  long  fuite  of  cavalry  and  coaches,  ap- 
pears on  horfeback,  drefied  out  at  alt  pokts, 
and  with  much  potflp* 

in  pafiing  t^  the  Rotond^,.  the  diodem 
tuame  of  the  building,  called  anciently  the 
Pantheon^,  and  which  i»  msm  fau^ified  and 
become  a  church  dedicated  to  the  Virgia 
Mary  and  all  faints,  I  re&d:  the  fbikrwing 
cdia,  pfohibitirig.  the  ufe  of  tiw  diese  men- 
tioned bojok.  I  tranflate  it  fty%i^  as  it  fbev^-s 
.the  nature  of  thefe  ecckfiaftieal  profcrip- 
tions>  and  •  is  I  believe'  the  fame  which 
cardinal  Paffionei  was  obliged  to  fign,.  He 
is^  they  fay,  fomethiiig  bctter.^ 

**  Edift  of  condemnation  and  prohibition  of 
**  the  Italian  tranflatian  of  the  French  origi- 
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^*  nal  work,  bearing  thi»  tiUe^^  *^  Expofitiott 
^^  d«  la  doftrine  Chrctieruie,  qu  iuftru<aioi>i 

*  fur  les  principals  Yerit^e,  ^e  la  rcjj^ion  j** 
'  in  five  volumcsi 

**  Pope  Clement  the  thirteenth,  ^d  jperpdm 

**  Arooiig  the  liidny  ^etrimchts  the  catho-* 

*  lie  reUgibn  fufera,  tjhf  thoughts  of  which 

*  aiHidt  Ha  ^ay  and  nightj  none  however^ 
^  cauf^  III  fnorp  gti^f,  than  to  behold  the 
'^  deltlfj^  of  pernicious  bopks  that  are  pub^ 
^liih«i^«  ^daiigering  the  fafety  of  thofd 
'  Ibyl?^  which  have  be«n  redeeo^ed  by  tha 

*  njoft  precious  blood  of  Chrifti  Among 
'  others,  a  work  in  French,  intitled^ "  Expo,-^ 

*  fitidn  d«  la  doftrine  Chretienpej  &cc.^'  the 

*  author  unknown^  did  heretofore  arrive  ta 

*  our  cars*     We  now  are  likewife  informed 

*  th^t  notwithftanding  the  decree  fulminated 

*  by  the  congregation  of  the  Index  Expur- 
'  gatorius  againft  this  book,    it   has   been 

U  a  *'  tranflated  ' 
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**  tranflated  into  Italian,  and  that  many 
**  copies  of  it  are  diftributed  about  every 
««  where.  All  obedient  fons  of  the  churci 
**  certainly  know,  that  a  tranflation  of  this 
"  fort  does  not  free  a  work  from  the  cenfuit 
**  lanced  againft  it  m  the  original,  and  thst 
*'  it  is  a  fixed  rule  with  the  apoftolical  fee, 
*•  that  an  author  once  profcribed  ia  one  Ian- 
•*  guage,Iies  under  the  fame  prohibition  loto 
"  whatever  other  it  is  tranflatcd,  pfovidf^ 
*•  it  has  not  been  purged  by  the  Is^iB 
"  authority  of  thofe  to  whom  that  ofe 
«*  belongs.  However,  notwithftanding  thf 
"  foregoing  tacit  pnohibition,  )^et  the  can 
"  of  the  flieep  of  the  lord  intrufted  to  our 
**  humUity,  and  the  proteftion  of  thc&^^ 
"  doarines  delegated  to  us  from  heaven, 
«'  (for  the  prefervation  of  the  purify  "' 
«  which  we  are  ftriaiy- accountable  toCbrill 
"our  lord,  and  everlafting  (hephcrd,)  Ji^"" 
*'  us  not  to  be  contented  with  the  condei" 
"nation  already  lanced,  but  oblige  n' 
"  take  ftill  farther  care  that  our  flock  ft"" 
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^  not   be  led  aftray  by  the  appearaace  of 

*  piety,  which  this  work  exhibits,  nor  iuf 
'  feftei  by  the  latent  poifon  of  opinions 

*  already  profcribed  by  the  holy  fee,  fo  as  to 

*  wound  their  hands  with   the   attendant 

^*  thorns,  while  they  think  of  gathering  the 

f<  goodly  rpf?.    We  are  the  more  confcious 

•*  that  this  our  patern4  care  is  neceffary,  as 

*^  the  aforefaid  work  is  c^lcuUted  for  thole 

•^  who  are  as  yet  unlkilled  in  th§ir  faith,  and 

**  ftill  in  want  of  the  milk  of   inftruftion, 

^^  to  ufe  the  words  of  the  apoftle,  fo  that 

*^  not  being  able  to  diftinguilh  between  good 

^^  and   evil,     they  with   a  pious    intention 

"  might   be  led    into  errors.    We  ordered 

**  therefore,    this  Italian  tranflation  of  the 

"  before  mentioned  original,  confifting  in  five 

"  volumes,  the  firft  intitled,  an  Expofition 

"  of  the  Creed  of  the  Catholic  Faith,  Naples 

**  1758,    printed  by   Francis    Simon    with 

•*  licenfe  of  fupcriors ;  the  fecond,  an  Expo- 

**  iition  of  the  Lord*s  Prayer  ;  the  third,  an 

^*  Expofition  of  the  Ten  Commandments, 

U  3  **  printed 
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•^  priftt*a  as  bfefoi-e,  but  ia  the  yea:  !)j5i 
■^*  the  fourth,  ahExpofition  of  the  Sacratnents; 
**  the  fifth,  ah  Expofition  of  the  ComffianJ- 
^  m(?nts  of  the  Church,  <irith  a  treatlfe  ad- 
•*  joined,  concerning  j^ftification,  4  7<5o,  priiit' 
**  as  above,  to  be  revifed  by  our  miftersof 
^^  lact^  thedogy,  ohofen  expeffly  for  tk 
^'  examination  ^  the  fattie,  Awi  M^S 
<*  received  aiid  h^awl  their  opiuions,  in  the 
♦*  general  Gbftgpegation  holden  teforeustlie 
**  «8th  day  of  May,,  of  th*  curmnt  year, 
♦^  together  with  the  votes  of  our  venerabk 
^*  brethren  the  emitieirt  cardinals  inquifitorJ 
^*  general  depinted  hy  the  apoftoiical  fee 
♦^  againft  the  infecti<)n  of  herefy,  and  having 
♦^  duly  weighed  their  opinions,  we  do  by  our 
•*  apoftolical  authority  conderftB,^  reject,  ^^^ 
♦'  prohibit,  the  above  mentioned  Italian  wn(' 
'^*iatiop,  as  contaitmig  propofitions  r^^P^^' 
^'  tively  falfg,  captious,  Jarring,  fcand^fls, 
^'  dangerous,  iufpectfu!,  rafli,  contrary  to 
^^  the  appftdical  d^ree?  ^nd  the  practice  o^ 
*  5^  the  church,  'and  -agreeable  to  pro|)pr*oo^ 


•^  already  cpadewned  awJ  pwfcrib^ 
'*  churclu    Ai^4  wp  likewife  |)rohibit  ^cid 
**  forlpi4,  to  iili  ;^n^  ewfy  b^Uevgr  in  Chrift, 
iwider  pMn  pf  ie;£coaiHPiinif:atipn9   to  be 
5^  fv^  incwwJ  l)f  iti^  4ifo4>«diwl;,  the 
^*  ufe  of  this  boQk,  viz*  th«  Ijiecping  i$  by 
**  tbcrn^  »adiag  xi^  dcicribing  k,  tra«il«tieg 
*^  it,  pjriatiag  it^  &c:.   »n4  this  »n4er  vliftt- 
*^  ever  oew  tkie  it  inay  «Of»e  o^tf,  <v  jia^ec 
*^  wbatpvcx  pretfow  oi  being  correaecj,  only 
*^  by  ths  authority, of  private  pcxions^Jf^l^g- 
/'  andor(J5jio^,  by  the  fame  apoftpUea^pow?r,» 
•*  tji^t  .jylj©ey.er  ftiajl  tay#  in  their  poflfeflipa 
"  the  before  mentioned  work,  either  Jw  ;the 
original  or  tranflation,    fhall  deliver  and  , 
confign  .it    vjpon  th?  (eB^atwtjJoqi   frf .  this 
,edict  to  the  jo»:diuwQS  <>f  tb*  jefjp^ejcitive 
**  places^  or  the  inquifi^oi^  i^aioft  the  infeo 
^'  tion  of  hexeiy.    And  the  f^d  ordinaries 
**  and  inquifitors  fliall  fupprefs  jthp  .copies  of 
f *  the  -?ifareixxentioned  books  fo  delivered  to 
^*  them,  that  they  may  not  fall  into   tho 
*^  hands  of  others.     And  in  order  that  this 

y  4  /'OV 
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•^  our  prefent  cdiA  may  be  known  to  all,  xvo 
^^  command  our  ciier  to  publifh  it  in  the 
<<  ufual  places,  and  to  leave  copies  of  it  hung 
**  up   at  the  following  doOTS,     viz.  of  the 
*^  church  of  the  prince  of  the  apofUes  (St. 
^^  Peter,)  of  the  apoftolical  chancery,  and  oi 
*^  the  court  geoeral  of  Monte  Cltorio,  and 
•'  in  the  fquare  of  the  Carapo  di  Fioie,  ac- 
^^  cording  to  cuftom.     And  this  our  edid  is 
*♦  to  oblige  all  and  every  perfon  equally  as  If 
*^  it  had  been  intimated  to  them.  perfon^Uf, 
^^  And  the  copies  of  it  figned  by  proper  5i/* 
^^  thority  ihall  have  the  fame  force  as  the 
^^  edia  itfelf, 

"  Given  at  Caftel  Gandolfo  in  the  dioccfe 
<*  of  Albano,  under  the  pifcatorial  ring,  (or 
ring  of  St.  Peter  the  filherman,)  the  J4^h 
<•  day  of  June  1 761,  in  the  third  year  of  our 
^^  pontificate, 

^«  Cardinal  PafTioneL"  ' 


lay, 
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Monday,  J»Q^  29,  It  at  night. 

THIS  being  St.  Peter's  day,  I  have  bee» 

engaged  in  the  pompous  church  ceremoniea 

exhibited  upQo  that  o^cafion.    But  the  heat 

and  crowd  rendered  them  difagreeable,     I 

have  been  more  pleafed  ^Jth  the  illumina* 

tion  of  the  church,   ^nd  the  fire-virorks  at 

Caftle  St.  Angelo,  this  and  yefterday  even* 

ing.     The  former  reprefented  the  dome  an4 

front  of  that  buildmg  all  in  fire,    and  the 

latter  fent  up  to  heaven  fuch  an  explpiion  of 

rockets  all  at  once,  that  I  jiever  beheld  the 

like,  and  when  they  burft,  the  flaming;  air 

feemed  torn  by  hundreds  of  thunderboltSt 

But  thefe  fights  have  tired  me,  and  I  will 

^o  to  reft.    This  I  do  the  more  willingly,  as 

I  Ihall  be  bufy  tomorrow  in  preparations  for 

piy  leaving  this  capital  the  day  after, 


hET 
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Ix)rcto,  Saturday,  July^,  i 
9  o*olock  motniflg. 

X  ARRIVED  yefterday  at  this  place,  anil 
ihall  leav^  it  tomorrow;,  ftaying  one  day  to, 
fee  the  flying  houfe.     I  Aopped  atTerni, 
tlie  anticnt  Interamna,  to  go  to  the  faipouj  i 
cafcade,  which  took  ixic  up  half  a  day.  Yon 
muft  afcend  the  top  of  a  high  mowtaiD,  I 
from  whence   the   river   Nar    precipitately 
gufhcs  dowft  into  the  valley  beneath.  The 
beauty  of  the  fpot,  the  foam,  the  raiiibo^ 
which  it  makes,  added  to  the  xoariug  of  the 
falling  water,  formed  a  fcene  ^ew  »d  w- 
mantic,    I  know  not  bow  many  yards  the 
pver  falls  down,  but  it  is  from  the  top  of  a 
high  hill^     That  evening  we  got  no  farther 
thao  Spojeto,  a  town  fituated  in  the  Ap^^' 
pbes^  <he  paflage   through  w)iicb  i^  "^^^ 
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bad  this  w>f.  The  Tafe  ia  .wWch  Spoletp 
is  fkuated,  is  9mered  by  the  CiicumnuSy 
virbofe  meadows  2fei?in  as  rich  ^s  Virgil  4c» 
fcrlbes  them» 

Viftima.  lib,  ii,  Geor|;,  yen,  t^f 

In  the  evening  I  walked  out  to  fee  ^n  aquer 

dudt,  juft  beyond  which  is  a  very  pretty 

wood,  full  of  hermitages,   and  among  th^ 

anchorets  I  found  an  £nglifhma^.     He  was 

civil  enough  to  infift  upon  my  ftajing  fupper^ 

and  I  can  alfure  you,  I  n^ver  fared  bettey 

in  jnylife.     Notwithftanding  the  venerablp 

beards  which  wagged  round  the  table,  ancj  • 

their  fandaled  feet  which  befpoke  penitence, 

we  pafled  a  very  lively  evening*    Yefterday 

I  left  Spoleto,  and  c^m?  here  witliout  anjr 

thing  remarkable, 

I  have  jvift  had  a  book  brpughft  me  of  (he 
WQ)|4er$  of  th?  bpJy  hp^fe?  which  I  afli 

going 


3*6        LEtTERS    ?ROM 

going  to  fee.     My  author  tells  me,    it  was 
anciently   inhabited  by  the  patriarchs,  and 
iituated   in  the  holy  land.    Let  no   perfon 
wonder  at  the  duration  of  Roman  cement, 
when  this  hasjafted  fo  much  longer.     St. 
Joachim  and  St.  Anne,  the  parents  of  the 
Virgin  Mary,  at  length  came  into  pofleflion 
of  it,  and  it  was  there  fhe  W3?  born.     It  was 
there,    likewife,    that   the   angel   appeared, 
and  hailed  her.     It  was  there  that  Ihe  con- 
ceived by  the  Holy  Ghoft.     Upon  account 
of  the  many  facred  worjcs  performed  under 
Its  roof,    the  apoflles  converted  it    into  a 
church,  to  which  many  gre^t  men  reforted, 
and  rivalled  caph  othef  in  malpng  prefents. 
But  the  holy  lan(J  fallbg  under  the  hands  of 
the   3araccns,   the  fervants  of  Chrift  were 
hindered    from    making   their    pilgrimages 
there  as   ufual.      God,   unwilling  that  the 
houfe  io  which  our  Saviour  Was  conceived 
fliould  become  a  prey  to  Mahometan  vie* 
lencc,    ordered  his  angels  to  tranfport  it 
into  Dalmatian    The  bleffcd  angels  obeyed 

the 
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the   omnipotent  command.     At  midnight, 

between  the  9th  and  loth  of  May,  lapy^ 

they  bore  it  upon  the  wing  to  a  little  place 

called  Terlatto.    Here  it  remained  for  above 

three  years,  but  the  Almighty,  not  liking 

the  fpot,  ordered  the  holy  building  again  to: 

be  removed  to'  a  thick  wood,  near  Loreto. 

The  trees  bent  down  to  earth  in  honor  of 

its  arrival,  and  remained  many  years  in  that 

proftrate   condition,   till   the   covetous  pron 

prietor  of  the  land  cut  them  down  to  fell 

the  timber.     As  a  band  of  robbers  infcfted 

this    place,    the  Lord  barkened  to  the  de-, 

fires  of  the  faithful,  and  caufed  it  a  third 

time   to  be   tranfported  into  Loreto  itfelf, 

where  it  has  ever  fince  remained  ftationary* 


10  o'clock  at  night, 

^1  have  feen  all  the  wonders  of  this  holy 
place.  I  firft  vifited  the  church,  built  over 
the    fleeting    hgufe    of    Nazareth^    which 

can 


call  hot  aipain  efcaf«  wkhd^t  tskifymgoStk 
toofi.    I  believe  it  h  large^  \^  looks  imaller 
bj  the  middle  of  kt  area  being  occUjiiedbj 
the   0>iraculous  bduie.    Roimd  it  were  a 
number  of  women  in  a  ftring,  moviog  upon 
their    kneea.      This    walking     upon  their 
fhmips  is,  I  fuppofejt  enjoined  them  for  a 
penance^  and  it  has  been  fb  e&en  exmiH 
that  a  groove  is  worn  in  the  ftones*    One  o{ 
the  flaves  who   feized  the  Turkifli  veffel^ 
would  not  cut  off  his  heard  till  Jie  hadfwept 
the  Virgin  Mary*s  houfe  with  it.    Many 
other  things  of  this  kind  are  performed^  but 
I  left  the  wriggting  penitents^  and  entered 
the  building:     The  firft  idea  which  ftruck 
me,  was  the  fmallnefs  of  it;  j  and  1  do  not 
fee  how  the  Virgin  Mary  and  her  parents 
could  live  in  two  divifions,  where  I  could 
hardly. ftir.    The  firft  was  called  that  of 
the  Santo  Cammino,    where  there  was  a 
fort  of  oven,  which  I  fuppofe  is  underftooa 
by  the  name  to  have  been  the  chimney  ^^ 
the  family.     A  porringer  was  (hewn  ^h 

confe* 
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coi^fecpdCedy  I  beKere,  Vy  the  Virgidl^s  havicg 
cat   her  foupe  om  of  it*     Oa^the  left  hand- 
was  faid  to  be  the  window,  thrt>ttgh  which 
the  «igel  Gabriel  entered',  but  it  appeared  fo 
fmair,  that  a  fpintual  being  certaiitly  co%iId 
not  enter  it  cloathed  in  a  human  fiiape*    The 
othcf  divifion  was  principally'  occupied  bjr 
an  icMge  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  cioadied  with 
the  nioft  tranfcendent  fineiy,   and  blazing 
with  all  manner  of  the  richcft  jewels.    But 
what  furprixed  me  was,  to  fee  her  face  as 
black  as  ebony,  nor  do  I  know  why  they 
have  changed  her  countenance  to  that  of  a 
negro.     The  fculptor  had  certainly   very 
different  ideas  6:om*thofe  which  gave  birth 
to  the  bcautifal  Madonnas  of  Titian,  Ra- 
phael and  Guido.     If  we  were  in  Angokf 
it  might,  perhaps,  be '  politic  to  flatter  the 
Africans,   with  the  mother  of  our  Redeemer 
having  been  of  their   colour ;  but  I  do  not 
fee  the   reafon   for    this   metamorphofis  in 
Europe.     After  having  gazed  for  fome  time, 
with  aftoniihment,  at  the  blacknefs  of  the 

.   figure^ 


310  .     Lettei^s  IPiiOU 

figure,  i  adjourned  to  the  treafury,  wbe? 
my  eye  was  feafted  with  every  thing  tha 
can  be  rich  and  cofUy,  in  gold,  filveo  sci 
jewels.    As  there  were  many  female  oma^ 
ments,  I  prefumed  they  might  be  given  ia 
penance  to  the  Vir^  Mary^   by  contritt 
ladies^    who,     to    expiate    their    fretdomk 
facrificed  what  gave  luftre  to  their  chzrms, 
At  length,  dazzled  with  the  inunenfe  ricks, 
if  all  real,  of  the  place,   I  went  to  fee  other 
lefs  brilliant  objeds,  and  even  defcendedinto 
the  cellar,  where  there  is  a  prodigious  tun 
belonging  to  the  convent,  fix  times  larger 
than  any  tun  that  was  ever  yet  beheld  upon 
the  face  of  the  earth,  except  at  Heidelbur|[f 
and  this  tun  is  ycleped  the  Virgin  Mary's 
tun,    and  the  faithful   in  the   Lord  drink 
thereof.     Tomorrow  I  continue  my  journey 
towards  Gibbiena* 


LET- 
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Ccfena,  Tuefday,  July  7,   1761. 
7  o*clock  in  the  evening* 

JL  GOT  to  this  place  on  Sunday,  where  I 
have  ftaid  ever  fince^  but  (hall  leave  it  to- 
morrow.     From  Loreto  1  came  to  Ancona, 
a  fea-port  of  the  pope's^  upon  the  Adriatic. 
It  is  placed  upon  a  rock  that  jut5  out  into 
the   fea^  and  feems  a  town  of  good  trade. 
But    commerce   is    not   encouraged   in   the 
papal   territories.    The  caftle  looks  as  if  it 
niight  be  rendered  tolerably  ftrong,  ^f  his 
holinefs  did  not  depend   upon  other  forces   - 
than  the  military.     There  is  likewife  a  very 
handfonie  lazaretto  for  performing  quaran- 
tine.    1   ftaid   however  but   a   little    time, 
when  I  continued  my  journey  along  a  moft 
beautiful  country,  fituated  clofe  by  the  fea 
fide,,  whofe  then  pacific  waves  often  wa(hed 
Vol.  III.  -     X  our  / 
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our  right-hand  wheels.  We  paffed  fk 
towns  of  Sinigaglia,  Fano,  Pefaro,  and  Ri- 
mini, and  then  we  left  the  fea  a  little  to 
enter  the  rich  plain  of  Romagna,  where 
a  fine  road  (hortly  brought  ns  to  this  citv, 
after  pafling  the  Rubicon  with  lefs  delibe- 
ration than  Julius  Caefar  did.  Upon  mj 
arrival  I  went  to  the  inn^  but  had  not  beea 
there  above  half  an  hour,  before  a  man  came 
from  a. friar,  of  the  order  of  the  pioiis  fchools; 
to  whom  I  had  a  letter,  and  who  was  to 
provide  me  horfes  to  Bibbiena,  and  take  care 
of  my  chaife  till  my  return  to  Cefena.  Fa-| 
ther  Angelo  and  his  companion  father  Anto- 
nio, fbon  made  me  a  vifit,  which  this  mel- 
fage  was  to  announce.  They  feem  both  very 
good  fort  of  people.  They  would  have  had  me 
gone,  almoft  by  force,  that  night  to  their  ha- 
bitation, and  taken  up  my  quarters  there. 
I  excufed  myfelf,  though  with  difficulty.  ^ 
then  tried  to  make  them  ftay  fupper,  b^^^ 
being  friars,  they  did  not  care  to  remain  out  lo 
late  in  an  inn.     Indeed  while  friars  are  ii^ 

convent5> 
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icbnveiits,   in  Rome  pdrticularly,   they  can 
hot  flay  out  later  than  iun-fet,   but  thefe 
two>  father  Angelo  and  fither  Antonio,  only 
live    m   a  houfe    belonging    to    the  pious 
fchoolSi   to  take  care  of  the  affairs  of  that 
drder.     The  affairs  of  the  drder  in  Cefena 
confijft  ih  the  managemcht  of  their  farms 
and  other  pofTefKons;     The   fruits  of  thefe 
they  fend  to  Rome,  to  the  college  of  Naza- 
teth>   the  principal  of  their   inftitution   in 
that  city.    But  though  I  excufed  myfelf  for 
the  night,  they  were  fo  importunate  that  I 
could   not   refufe  exchanging   my  inn   for 
their  habitation  in  the  morning,  and  here  I 
am   at  prefent  writing    this    letter.      The 
room   is    folidly,    not    elegantly    furniihed. 
Fronting  my  window  is  the  view  of  a  ^dif- 
mantled    fortrefs,    which  in   ancient   times 
might  have  been  ftrong,  but  fince  arms  in 
this  country  have  given  place  to   religion, 
has  been  abandoned,    and  is  in  fome  parts 
falling  into  ruins*     The  country  about  Ce- 
fena is  very  pretty,  a  rich  foil,    interfperfed 

X2  with 
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with  agreeable  little  hills.  I  have  been  recei- 
ved by  my  two  hofts  with  the  utmoft  civility, 
and  that  open  politenefs  which  pleafes.  After 
breakfaft,  yefterday,  we*  went  out  to  fee 
what  was  moft  particular  in  the  town.  We 
went  to  fee  the  library  of  manufcripts  of 
fomc  Francifcan  friers.  After  that  we  pro* 
ceeded  to  a  good  houfe,  belonging  to  fome 
perfon  or  other  that  had  a  fervant .  who 
had  been  in  England ;  and  laftly,  we  went 
to  fee  the  cathedral.  Upon  our  return 
dinner  was  ready,  a  good,  but  plain  repaft* 
When  it  was  finifhed  I  took  a  walk,  and 
vifited  the  mother  of  a  gentleman  I  knew 
at  Rome,  where  we  had  fome  mufic,  but 
the  vocal  part  of  it  was  greatly  fpoilt^  by 
the  accent  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  pro- 
vince. It  is  a  moft  wretched  dialedt  which 
they  fpeak  here,  and  at  Bologna.  They 
have  got  fuch  a  manner  of  lopping  ofF  the 
vowels,  that  they  make  the  Italian  language 
as  rough  as  the  Morifco. 

Bib- 
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Bibbiena,  9  oVlock  in  the  morning, 
Fridiiy,  July  10,  1781. 

I  arrived  here  laft  night,  but  very  late 
and  tired,  being  obliged  to  come  quite  on 
horfeback  through  the  horrid  mountains  I 
have  pafled.  I  fet  out  from  Cefena  about 
fun-rife  the  day  before  yefterday.  We  con- 
tinued our  journey  very  agreeably  through 
a  fertile  country  fpr  feyen  miles,  when  a 
little  inn  offering  itfelf  to  our  view,  the  men 
pn  foot,  who  took  care  of  our  horfes,  ex- 
prefled  their  defire  of  drinking  a  little.  We 
flayed,  however,  but  a  fhort  tim^,  as  the 
men  found  the  wine  bad,  and  the  ^rovifions 
worfe,  andproceeded  in  the  fame  manner  and 
oYder  as  we  had  fet  out  from  Cefena.  It 
was  as  follows.  Firfl  of  all  marched  the 
fumpter  horfe,  attended  by  a  man  on  foot. 
Ne:i^t^  came  my  perfon,  feated  on  a  dark 
bay  courfer.  Not  one  of  thofe,  however, 
foaled  fronji  mares  impregnated  by  the 
X  3  winds, 
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iviiids.  By  his  fide  walked  his  maftertj 
take  care  of  him  and  me  in  dangerous  paffes 
of  which  we  were  to  expedl  mapy  i\ 
fooii  a$ 


•  thofe  imperious  clifff| 


Whofe  liaughty  fummits  Italy  divide, 
And  to  a  thouiand  provinces  extend 
%  Their  fhaggy  fide^  and  farTConunanding  front 
Of  mountains  the-fupreroe  ■• 

difcovered  thcmfelves  to  our  view. 

The  foregoing  are  fome  lifaes  of  an  Italian 
poet  upon  the  Apennines.  The  original  is 
^s  follows* 

^h  degli  altri  fuperbo  altcro  Monte 
Ch'  Italia  tutta  imperiofa  parte, 
£  per  mUle  contrade  e  piii  comparte 
Lc  fpalle,  il  fianco,  e  Tuna  c  TJiltia  frofltc. 


Thp  rc^r  was  brought  up  by  jny 


fervant 


pur  caravan  wag  now  arrived  to^nvf 
called  Burdello,  where,  as  the  mountains 
began,  tl^e  roads  began   likewife   to 
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bad.     And,  indeed,  we  tooH  the  Worft  road 
of  alU  for  there  was  one  pretty  good,  but 
I>pmenlco,   the   mafter  of  the   horfes,   for 
fhortfiefs,   had  made  us  take   (he   former. 
It  was  npt  only  the  worft  for  the  horfes, 
but  tber«  were  no  acpommodations  for  us. 
Upon  feeing  the  place  where  we  were  to 
bait  at  dinner  time,  I  thought  myfelf  re- 
turned into  Spain,    A«  there  was  no'  inn,  I 
fat  myfelf   down    upon  the  grafs,   under 
the   iliade  of  a  fpreadmg  ever-green   oak. 
But  I  had  fiot  remained  there  long  before  a 
venerable  prieft  came  to  me,   and   defired 
jne  to  walk  into  bis  habitation,  which  wa$ 
near.     After  fbme  compliments,  I  complied 
with  his  requeft.    His   houfe  was  but  jnr 
different,  however,  you  might  fit  down  m 
it,  and  were  covered   from  the  fun.      He 
furhiflied  us  too  with  fome  wine,  not  very 
good,    but  wbich  was  counterbalswiced  by 
Some  excellent  cherries.    The  reft  of  our 
dinner  w^s  what  we  had  with  us,  which  were 
X  ^  fome- 
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fome  fowls,  cheefe  and  bread,  that  the  good 
friars  at  Cefena  had  furnifhed  us  withal* 

During  our  dinner  in  the  prieft's  or 
curate's  houfe,  we  were  entertained  with 
the  converfation  of  the  under  curate,  who 
fervcd  us  at  table  while  his  principal  retired. 
In  this  miferable  place  no  ceremonies  were 
to  be  made.  We  all  fat  down  to  eat  toge^ 
ther  at  the  fame  board.  In  the  mean  time 
the  under  curate  talked  of  the  prodigious 
learning  and  knowledge  of  his  matter,  whom 
he  called  the  arch-prieft.  This  was  a  word 
he  feemed  mightily  to  like,  as  he  was  bringr 
ing  it  out  every  moment.  The  arch-prieft 
does,  this,  and  the  arch-prieft  does  that, 
and  every  doubt  he  had  was  determined  by 
the  arch-prieft's  having  faid  thus  or  thus. 
''  Pray  what  o- clock  is  it  ?''  "Oh  lord  !  fir,  we 
**  have  no  clocks  among  thefe  mountains,  but 
*'  the  arch-prieft  fays,  **  that  when  the  fun 
*^  gets  to  the  beginning  of  that  door,  it  is 
^^  mid-day/'   f*  Pray  how  many  miles  is  it  to 
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^  San  Piero  in  Bagno  ?**  **  Upon  my  word,  fir^ 
^  I  can  not  tell  exaftly,  for  I  have  never  been 

*  that  road,  but  I  think  I  have  heard  the  arch-- 

*  prieft  fay,  that  it  is  about  feventcen."     In 
hort,  fomehow  or  other,  the  word  arch-prieft 
:ame   out  at  every  fentenpp.     In  the  mean 
:ime  the  arch-prieft  I  believe  was  gone  to 
[leep,  for  I  faw  nothing  of  him.  This  arch-? 
prieft,  in  our  language,  is  the  parfon  of  the 
parifti,  who  takes  ecclefiaftical  care  of  all  the 
fcattered  inhabitants  about  thefe  rocks.     Hi? 
bufinefs  is  to  fay  mafs;  for  them,  vifit  thern 
wl^cn  lick,  &c.     After  our  Spanifli  fort  of 
repaft  was  finiftied  in  the  arch-prieft's  houfe, 
I  weixt.  out  and  e^ftended  myfelf  under  the 
venerable  oak,  that  ^  I  hajl  'intended  fliould 
have  afforded,  ftiade  during  my  dinner,  if  the 
arch-prieft   had   not  invited   me  within  his 
walls.    As  the  fpot  where  we  then  were  w'as 
very  high  I  had  a  diftant  view  of  the  Adria- 
tic fea,  tho'  a  great  many  miles  from  us. 
Between  me  and, the  Adriatic  firft  of  all  lay 
feme  barren  hills  that  I  had  pafled,  in  zrx 

ppening 
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opening  between  which  I  difeovered  the  ric| 
vale  in  which  Cefenst  is  fituated,  and  beyool 
that  the  fca*  But  my  eyes  did  not  remaiQ 
Iwig  open  to  enjoy  this  profpeft.  Ever? 
thing  feemed  calculated  (o  lull  me  to  ret 
whUft 

f  venticelli  dibattendo  1'  ali 
Lufingavano  il  fonno  de'  mortali^ 

Anglice, 
♦^  Whilft  the   zephirs  fanning  the  air  with 
^*  their  wingSj^  foothed  the  repofe  of  mor- 
"tals." 

In  fliort  I  flept  for  an  hour  and  a  Wf 
Vnder  the  fhade  of  this  qak,  with  a  gentle 
wind  breathing  in  my  face*  When  I  waked 
z  lizard  was  crawling  upon  my  kgh  ^"^ 
little  ferpent  Was  about  afoot  frpm my ^^^' 
I  darted  up,  as  you  may  imagine,  but  ther 
was  no  occafion  fpr  anyfear^,  as  neither  tne 
one  nor  the  other  of  thefe  little  animals  ^^^ 

poifonous.    Indeed  I  have  hew4  ^Ji  ^^^ 

lijjariJj 
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lizards  when  they  gppw  to  hp  very  t^ig  have 
fome   poifon  in   them.     But  little  ferpents^ 
you  know,  are  quite  innocent  animals*     Not 
lb   vipers .     After  having  bid  adieu  to  my 
verdant  bed,  t  returned  into  the  archrprieft's 
houfe,  where  I  gave  him  a  little  prefent  for 
the   wine  and  cherries  he  had  fifrnifhed  me 
with.    Upon  receiving  the  money  he  preachr 
ed  me  a  ferrnon^  upon  the  great  trouble  and 
little  gain  of  being  curate  among  thefe  moun- 
tains. *^  Some  qf  the  hpufes,"  fays  he,  **  un- 
^*  der  my  care  are  above  five  or  fix  miles  off. 
^'  You  may  think  how  difagreeable  it  is  riding 
**  about  tq  them  in  the  winter  time,   when 
?'  you  jpan  not  fee  yoiir  way  for  fnow.     And 
^*  the  country  people  when  they  are  a  little 
^'  indifppfed  fend  for  me  as  regulafly  as  if  I 
^*  was   a  phyfician.     You  know   I  can  not 
"  deny  going  and  adminiftring  holy  confola- 
^*  tion  to  them.-'     In  fhprt  he  ran,  on  a  great 
deal  in  this  manner,  and  might  have  gone  on 
fo  for  ever,  if  the  horfes  being  ready  had  not 
called  me  away,  and  made  me  take  leave  of 

the 
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the  loquacious  af  ch  prieft.     Our  little  cara- 
van then  fet  forward  for  San  Piero  in  Bagao. 
Nothing  happened  to  us  very  particular  till 
our  arrival  there,  when  we  found  all  the  in- 
habitants under  tents  in  fields,  having  been 
frightened  with  an  earthquake.    Tho'  it  was 
near  a  month  fince  they  had  the  laft  fhockj 
their  apprehenfions  continued  this    paftoral 
life,  and  I  paflfed  the  evening' with^my  friends 
In  a. new  and  not  difagreeable  ni?inner,    I 
flept,  however,  in  their  houfe   at    night,  in 
fpight  of  the  inftability  of  the  earth,  and, 
tired  with  my  journey,  flept  as  found  as  if 
nothing   could  move  her  foundations.     In 
fa£b   they   remained   ftable,  as   the  tumults 
underneath  her  fur  face  are  ful^fided.     They 
Jiad,  however,  one  or  two  ftrong  (hocks  and 
^  frequent  little  ones.     But  no  great  hurt  has 
been  done.     Two  or  three  houfes  only  were 
damaged,    and  tharoof  of  one   fallen  in. 
The  next  day  after  dinner  my  entertainer 
accompanied  me  upon  a  little  mule,  about 
a  couple  of  miles  from  San  Pi§ro  in  Bagno, 
I  to 
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to  fet  me  forward  upon  my  journey*  We 
pafled  through  the  town  of  Bagno^  which  is 
a  mile  from  San  Piero,  and  from  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  which  San  Piero  is  called  San 
Piero  in  Bagno,  to  diftinguifh  it  from  many 
other  tpwns  of  the  fame  name.  We  took 
leave  of  each  other  at  the  foot  of  a  very 
great  mountain,  which  muft  be  pafled  to 
get  over  from  the  province  of  Romagna 
into  that  of  Cafentino.  This,  antiquarians 
fay,  was  the  mountain  in  paffing  which' 
Hannibal  loft  his  eye,  by  the  extremity  of 
the  cold. 

Ditto,  9  o'clock  ,at  night* 

M  Y  landlord,  who  is  a  phyiician,  and  my- 
felf  took  a  ride  out  this  afternoon.  I  was 
forced  to  hire  a  horfe,  tho'  I  bought  one,  the 
fate  of  which  I  will  tell  you  in  my  next. 
We  went  to  two  countrymens'  houfes, 
where  there  were  two  fick  perfons,  that  he 
was  *  to  vilit.     The  one  was  a  man,  and  the 

other 
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other  a  woman>  and  they  i^ere  both  ill  wi^ 
fevers;     I  have  great  pleaftire   in  feeiiig  t^ 
behaviour  of  thefe  ruftics  tvhen  a  phyfm 
comes.    They  feem  to  think  hiiti  ^'iivwitji 
or  at  leaft    fomething   more    than    mortal 
And  then  they  are  fo  inquifitive  about  even 
little  particular,  ias,  whether  their  broth  15 
to  be  drunk  in'  the  mojning  at  hine  o'clock, 
or  at  nine  and  a  quarter,   and   a  thoufand 
queftions  of  this  nature*    The  country  v'mi 
of  the  Cafentino  are  moft  delightful  Btprc- 
fent*    All  nature  fmiles*     But  let  us  attend 
her  frowns  a  little  upon  the  top  of  the  alp 
of  Bagno,    for   fo  is  the  mountain  calH 
which  divides  Romagna  from  Cafentino,  that 
being  the  neareft  town  to  the  foot  of  i^' 
I  believe  we  were  full  two  hours  in  getting 
to  the  top.     Contrary  to  moft  mountains^  its 
fides  are  bare,  and  the  fummit  Covered  with 
trees,  with  fine  tall  firs.     Upon  our  arrival 
at  the  pinnacle  the  province  of  Cafentitio 
lay  expofed  to  our  view,  and  a  great  del- 
cent  to  get  down  to  it.     The  fun  w^sno\^ 
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neafly  fetting,  which  difpleafed  tls^  as  we 
had  much  bad  road  to  pals.  When  we 
came  to  the  bottom  of  the  defcent  We  en- 
tered the  river  Corfalone.  This  word  en^ 
tered  is  to  be  taken  in  its  literal  fenfe,  for 
fix  miles  had  we  to  go  in  the  bed  of  the 
river.  No  better  road  leads  through  thofe 
craggy  precipices  which  rofe  on  each  fide  of 
me,  while  I  threaded  the  opening  made  by 
the  torrent.  Its  bed  is  extremely  large,  with 
very  little  water  in  it  in  the  fummer  time, 
but  being  full  of  great  ftones,  borne  by  win- 
ter floods,  is  dangerpus  at  night,  as  you  can 
not  then  difcern  the  little  path  which  guides 
you  through  the  midft  of  them.  We  had 
however  the  moon  in  her  firfl:  quarter  to 
affift  us.  But  notwithftanding  the  glimmer 
of  her  light  we  proceeded  very  flowly  and 
badly  till  we  emerged  from  the  river,  when 
aboTit  an  hour's  ride  brought  us  to  Bibbiena, 
but  not  till  twelve  o'clock  at  night* 

LET- 
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Bibbiena,  20  minutes  after  1I9  mornlv 
Wednefday,  July  15^    X761. 

1  W  Hi  I>  now  tell  yoM  the  fate  of  the  hor: 
that  was  bought  for  me*  My  landlord  :a 
perfuaded  me  to  this,  as  being  cheaper  ti:: 
hiring.  I  wrote  him  word  to  do  as  he  thought 
bett,  and  he  purchafed  me  a  fine  looking  bay 
ftone-horfe.  The  man  that  owned  itfaic. 
it  had  belonged  to  the  manage  at  Siena,  fe 
that  being  old,  he  fhould  be  glad  to  get  rid  01 
it  at  a  fmall  price.  This  feemed  a  very  pro- 
per opportunity,  as  I  only  wanted  a  horfe  for 
a  couple  of  months.  My  friend  began  the 
treaty,  and  at  laft  the  horfe  was  delivered 
over*  to  him  for  the  fum  of  eight  zecchins, 
(four  pounds)  and  he  brought  him  in  triun^fi 
to  his  ftable  in  Florence,  thinking  he  had 
made  the  beft  bargain  in  the  world.    The 

horfe 
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horie  looked  lb  well  by  his  defcrlption  that 

his  appearance  alone  would  have  made  me 

fuff)e£t  fomethipg.      At   length  my  fiiend 

mounted  him  xipon  the  firft  of  July^  to  ride 

him  up  here  to  Bibbiena>  where  he  kiiew  1 

was  to  appear  in  two  or  three  days.  Grillo, 

for  that  is  my  horfe's  name,  fet  out  with  the 

fineft  grand  pas  imaginable.    The  people  in 

the  ftreets  flopped  as  he  paffed,  and  made 

ejaculations  upon  the  beauty  of  the  fteed, 

in  this  glorious  manner  did  my  friend  pro* 

ceed^  till  he  got  to  Ponte  a  Sieve,  a  town 

about   ten  miles   from  Florence.      A   little 

before    he    entered    it,   he  thought  Grillo 

fttimblcdi     He  pulled  up  the  bridle  to  check 

him,    but  the  horfe  ftill  continued  rolling 

forwards,  and  at  laft  he  came  quite  down. 

Not  content  with  being  upon  his  knees,  he 

turned  immediately  upon  one  fide,  and  re- 

pofed  the  whole  weight  of  his  body  upon 

his  rider's  leg,  who  had  not  been  expeditious 

enough   to  difmount  upon  the  horfe's  firft 

coming  headlong  to  the  ground.     The  pride 

Vol.  III.  Y  of 
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of  my  friend  was  thus  humbled  in  the  duft. 

But  what  he  was  reflefting  upon  at  prefent 

more  than  the  recovery  of  his  loft  honors, 

was  how  to  extricate  his  leg  from  under  the 

fallen  horfe.     He  thought  the  beft  way  was 

to  lift  up  his  whip  a  little,  and  make  hifl) 

get  up  by  a  ftrokc  or  two.     He  did  fo,  but 

notwithftanding  he  gave*  him  two  or  three 

fmart   cuts,  the   poor  animal   did  not  ffir. 

This,  as  you  may  imagine,  furprized  him. 

He   repeated   and  reinforced  his  flogs,  tot 

Grillo  remained  equally  infenfible.    AtJaft 

he   thought  it  beft  to  pull  out  his  leg  blm- 

felf  from  under  the  horfe.     He  did  fo  with 

much  difficulty,  and  to  the  no  fmall  damage 

of  his  foot,  which  is  not  well  yet.   How- 

,    ever,  I  hope  the  fprain  he  complains  of  W"! 

be  nothing  of   confequence. .    He  was  no 

fooner  delivered  from  durance  than  he  began 

to   contemplate   Grillo.      He   lay  extendeJ 

Upon,  the   ground   void  of  motion,  ^^cep 

wh^t  a  fort  of  convulfive  catch  from  time  to 

time    communicated   to  his  legs  and  W 
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From   his  mouth  proceeded   a  quantity  of 
foam;     In  the  mean  time  the  people  of  the 
town^   informed  of  the  accident^  began   to 
fwarm  about  the   dying  fteed,  and  among 
etherSj    the   principal   farrier   of  the  place. 
All    agreed   that  the  horfe  could   not  live, 
and  that  it  was  better  to   finifh  his  pain  by 
knocking  him  upon  the  head.    The  farrier's 
lad   was   ordered  to   bring  the   fatal   club.. 
The  club,  or  rather  mallet^  >)vas  produced, 
which  had  ilready  in  the  butcher's  fhop  pro- 
ved deflruftive   to  many  oxen.     The  hand 
was  already  railed ,  that  was  to  end  Grillo's 
life^  when  the  poor  beaft,  as  if  endued  with 
reafon,   opened  his  eyes,  lifted  up  his  head, 
and  ftared  his  executioner  in  the  face.     This 
phenomenon  fufpendcd  the  blow.     In  the 
mean  time  Grillo  having  gazed  a  little  upon 
the  country  around  him>  got  up.     The  peo- 
ple gave  a  (hout  as  if  he  had  rifen  from  the 
dead.     The  farrier  now  began  to  insinuate  to 
my  friend,  that  he  thought  his  art  might 
entirely  reftore  the  beaft.     Accordingly  he 
Y  2  was 
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was  condu£l:^4  to  his  ftable.     You  may  ima- 
ginp  there  was  feme  difficulty  in  getting  him 
^here,  for  tho*  rifen  upon  his  legSi  he  was 
not   fo  firm  upon  thena,  bwf   he  fell  down 
every  minute.    Howeyer,   biy  patience  and 
ftrength  of  men,  and  good  and  bad  ufage, 
they  got  him  at  laflt  into  the  fitmrh  borfe- 
hofpital.     Ill  the  mean  time  my  landlord 
ivent  tp  fee  an  acquaintance  of  his,  wiib 
whpro  he  had  always  intended  to  have  paffed 
thft   night,    evqn   if  this    ^ccid^nt  had  not 
happened*    In  the  morning  he  hired  a  muk 
and  continued  hia  journey  to  BibhieM*  1^^' 
ing  Grillo  in  the  hands  of  the  farrier,  who 
was  proceeding  with  fire  and  ftcel  again" 
the  diforder.  At  the  Confuma,  an  inn  In  his 
way,  he  wrote  a  note  to  the  farrier,  direfl- 
ing  him  how  he  thought  it  beft  for  him  to 
proceed  with  regard  to  the  horfe.    This  note 
in  a  few  days  brought  him  the  follprt 
anfwer  to  Bibbiena.     The  pompoufoeft  ^' 
jhe    farrier  perhaps  will  make  you  k^S"' 

and  he  feems  to  treat  my  friend,  upon  2^' 

■  .  co^nt 
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ccujnt  of  his  being  a  phyficiaiii   as  his  bro- 
ther dodor.  ^       *. 


<*  Ponte  a  Sicvfc,  July  5,  1761. 
*^  Moft  illuftrious  and  excellent  Sir, 

**  I  received  the  note  you  was  fo  good 
to  write  to  me  upon  the  road.     The  iignor 
**  Poteft^  (the  mayor  dr  head  of  little  towns) 
**  has  received  likewife  that  you  wrote  to 
**  himi     Yout  moft  wife  opihion  and  deter- 
**  mination  has  the  greateft  weight  with  me* 
**  I  have  the  higheft  efteem  for  it,  as  I  am 
**  thoroughly  fatisfied  of  the  great  pradlice 
<^  and  experience  you  have,   I  know  you  have 
^^  ftudied  much  more  than  myfelf  the  art  of 
*'  curing  air  infirmities.     However,    as  I  dd 
**  not  ktiow  whether  your  moft   excellent 
^*  (igncrfhip  has  pradtifed  farriery  fo  much  as 
**  myfelfj  1  trbiible  you  with  this  to  acquaint 
**  you,  that  his  great  age  can  not  have  beeil 
*•  the  6a\ife  of  your  horfe's  illnefs>  or  >elfa 
^^  he  wotild  iiot  have  been  fo  ftrong  as  vr6 
•^  have  feen  him  in '  refifting  the  attacks  of 

y  J  **  his 
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*'  his  diforder.  And,  for  the  firft  two  days, 
**  t'.cfe  attacks  came  upon  him  almoft  every 
**  iialf  hour,  with  vacillation  and  giddinefs 
'*  Li  his  head,  fo  that  he  nfed  to  fell  all  on 
**  a  ludden  down  upon  the  ground,  feized 
*^  with  tremblings,  ?ind  incredible  agitations 
**  and  convulfive  ftru^les.  J  will  now 
*•  briefly  defcribe  to  yqu  what  our  moft  cele- 
**  brated  authors  fay  upon  this  matter.  And 
**  in  thefe  attacks  of  apoplexy  and  falling 
"  ficknefs,  which  they  certainly  arc,  they 
**  arc  all  unanimous  in  the  .fymptoms  an4 
*'  caufes,  as  alfo  in  the  regimen  to  be  fol- 
^^  lowed.  Now  thefe  before-mentioned  au- 
♦^  thor5,  which  are  Vegetio,  Ruini,  and 
^'  Colombrc,  make  no  diftindion  between 
^'  the  two  above-cited  diforders,  except  that 
f*  the  hqrfe  in  the  apoplexy,  after  having 
^*  fallen  down  fuddenly ,  does  not  foam  at  the 
f^  mouth,  and  lies  as  immoveable  upon  the 
^*  earth  as  if  he  were  dead  ;  but  in  the  falling 
l^  ficknefs,  gr.epilepfy,  he  ftruggles  and  emi^^ 
:  Y  4    ;  '    "^^^^^ 
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^^  bava  inftead  of  foam,  and  till  the  vicious 

*'  matter,  charging  his  head,  abandons  that 

*'  poft,  the  animal  remains  oppreffed.     The 

^'  before-mentioned    authors   tell    us,    that 

♦*  this  diforder  is  caufed  by  humours  formed 

^*  ill  the   head,  between  the   ikuU  and  the 

*'  cjura  mater  of  the  brain,  occupying  fbme-* 

^'  times  all  the  concavities  and  n>embranes 

**  there  found.     Now  thefe  humours  are  of  a 

**  phlegmatic  and  melancholy  nature,  whe- 

^*  ther  liquid,  or   confolidated,  or   ventofe, 

**  and  which  the  animal,  upon  account  of  the 

"  frigidnefs  of  the  cerebrum,    can  not,    by 

**  natural  means,  drive  away  or   confume ; 

**  and  thefe,  by  their  motion,    confine  the 

**  anijpal  fpirits,  and  aggravating  the  cellules 

**  of ,  the  animal  virtue,    caufe  the   fudden 

^^  falling  of  the  bcaft,   who   lies  extended 

*^  upon  the  earth,  more  or  lefs  ppprefled  by 

*^  the  fiti  till  they  are  removed.     But  thefe 

*^  being  repelled,  the  animal  rifes  up  again 

'' upQU  his  legs,    fuppofing,    however,    he 

^^  has  not  been  too  much  ftunned  by  the 

Y  4  ''  blow 
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*•  blows    received  in    the   paroxyfm.     The 
*'  remedy  of  fire  is  the  laft  made  ufe  of  by 
*'  the  beforermentioped  authors,    but    as    I 
**  have  experienced  that  it  is  the;  moft  fpeedy 
"  and  refolute  remedy  to  allay  the  volatility 
**  of  thefe  fpirits,  I   can  not   bring  myfelf 
•'  voluntarily  to  protra<ft,  by  not  applying  it, 
•*  a  diforder  which  every  moment  mjty  cau^ 
**  death  to  the  beaft.^  What  I  do  in  this 
"  cafe,  is  as  follows.     I  burn  various  caute- 
**  ries,  and  then  rub  his  head  often  with 
•*  hot  and  ftrong  vinegar  (oh  !  poor  Grillo). 
**  Every  day  I  give  him  a  clyfter  for  his 
**  afliftance,    in    order    that  new  humours 
^^  may  not    mount  into    his   head^    and  I 
^*  anoint  the  wounds,  piade  by  the  fire,  with 
**  ftrong  oil,  as  well  as  his  head  likewife-. 
"  With  regard  to  his  interior,  I  have  pro-? 
^*  vided  the  following  compound  medicine^ 
^*  to  be  drank  by  him,  viz.  (Then   follow 
a  number  of  hard  names  of  roots  and  herbs^^ 
mixed  up   with  honey,    which   I  will   not 
incumber  my  paper  with  giving  at  length,) 

^^This 
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*  This  receipt  I  intend  he  (hall  tike  fevery 
^  other  morning  fafting,  I  have  already 
^  given  it  him  twice.  I  keep  the  bit  of  a 
'  bridle,  morning  and  evening,  in  his 
^  mouth,  in  order,  by  foam,  to  remove  the 

*  humours  from  his   bead,    and  I  always 

*  keep  fome  oriental  pilatrum  tied  about  it, 
'^  which  makes  him  purge  at  the  mouth 
^*  better.  I  drefs  his  bruifes  with  cleaned 
^*  hog's  lard,  and  twice  a  day  I  cleanfe  his 
^*  cauteries,  which  have  rendered  him  much 
**  more  capable  of  moving  than  he  was,  and 
♦*  I  fliould  hope,  before  the  week  is  out, 
^*  that  I  fhall  make  him    able    to   return 

home  at  leaft  in  two  days.  With  regard 
to  his  diet,  every  day,  morning  and  even- 
**  ing,  I  give  him  a  quartern  of  bran  and 
**  two  of  oats,  (according  to  Italian  mea- 
fures,)  which  I  moiften  with  honey-water, 
^*  and  mix  with  fre0i  good  grafs.  You 
<*  may  be  affured  that  I  make  ufe  of  my  befl; 
^*  endeavours  to  do  fervice  to  your  moft 
^*  illuftrious  and  excellent  lignorlhip,   and 

*^myfetf 
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*'  myfelf  honor  in  the  cure,  not  failinj 
*^  as  I  have  before  explained  to  you,  to  di 
**  vert  and  fubtilize  the  peccant  humours  h 
^^  internal  and  external  remedies.  This  be 
^*  ing  all  and  every  thing  that  I  have  to  faj 
**  to  your  moft  illuftrious  and  excellent  fig 
•*  norihip^  and  impatient  of  being  honored 
^^  with  your  moft  efteemed  commands,  i 
<*  declare  myfelf 

"  Your  moft  humble  and 
^'obliged  fervant, 
**  John  Francis  Capretti/' 


'    LET- 
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Bibbiena^  half  after  8  o'clock^  evening, 
Monday,  July  20j|  1761. 

V/  N   Saturday  laft,.   taking  a  ride   upon 
the  road  towards  Florence,  I  mef:  my  poor 
refufcitated  horfe  Grillo,  conduced  by  a  lad 
pn  foot,  \yho  had  a  letter  from  the  farrier, 
in  which  he  thanked  God  ^nd  St.  Anthony 
for  haying  been  able  to  fend  home  the  poor 
animal  entirely  cured,     But  notwithftanding 
his  expreffions,  fure  never  was  fuch  a  bloody  • 
fpeftacle  feen.     The  remedy  of  fire  had  been 
ufed  with  unmerciful  prodigality,   and  the 
unhappy  creature  was  fcarified  from  head 
to  foot.     Nor  could  he,  without  difficulty, 
keep  upon  his  legs.    H9  reeled  as  if  he  was 
drunk,     J  thought   th?   man  that  accom-^ 
panied  him  would  never  have  been  able  to 
get  him  up  the  hill  before  you  enter  Bib- 
'  ^  biena. 
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biena#    But  his  flow  pace  tired  our  patience, 
aiid  we  rode  on.    Notwithftanding  the  place 
where  we  left  poor  Grilld  wa?  not  above  a 
mile  from  Bibbiena,  I  believe  we  got  home 
nejr  two  hours  before  he  'arrived.     We  were 
afraid  another  fit  df  his  falling  ficknefs  had 
feized  him  upon  the  road,  efpecially  as  there 
was  the  hill  to  mount.    He  at  laft  however 
appeared,  but  fo  weak,  that  the  whole  vil- 
lage came  out  to  fee  him  as  a  curiofity.     He 
then  trailed  himfelf  mto  the  ftable,  out  of 
which  I  thought  he  would  never  come  again, 
^s  he  was  attacked  various  times  with  his 
fits.      He    ufed   to    fall    down    upon     the 
ground,  and  beat  himfelf  about  the  ftable  In 
a  terrible  manner.     In  Ihort,  affairs  grew  fo 
bad,  that  we  thought  it  beft  to  order  him  to 
be  killed.    My  friend's  wife,   however,  by 
|i6r  Entreaties  faved  him  from  that  fentence, 
and  we  nave  fent  him  down  to  one  of  his 
farms,  where  he  will  live,   at   little  or  no 
expence,  till  nature  deprives  him  of  his  mi- 
ferable  exigence, ^ 

I  have 
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I  have  been  this  evening  to  bathe  in  the 
Arno,  but  notwithftahding  the  many  rivers 
which  furround  this  place,  there  is  npne  of 
jheni   very  well  adapted    to  the  purpofe* 
The  water  in  them  all  is  at  prefent  too'  fhalf 
low.     Returning  by    a  retired  part  of  the 
river,  we  faw  fomc  nymphs  performing  the 
fame  office,  but  haftily  retired,  mindful  of 
the  fate  of  Adeon.    I  have,  inftead  of  infult- 
ing  thfem  in  their  ablutions,  fet  up  a  little 
weejcly  affembly  for  their  diverfion.     Four 
fidlers  have  made  us  dance  every  thing  that 
was  danceable,  and  the  ruftic  whirls  of  the 
Trefcone,  have  been  traced  by  Britifli  feet. 
The  juice  of  various  fruits  is  given  them 
congealed    by    fnow,     brought    from    the 
mountain  of   the  Alverna.     The  reverend 
fathers,  who  dwell  upon  the  fummit,  give 
it  gratis  to  thofe  who  will  be  at  the  ex- 
pence   of. fetching  It.     Sebaftian    mixes  it 
with  fait,  whofe  nitrous  quality  coagulates 
the  liquor   in  the  veffel,    which   is   turned 
about  in  it.    I  (hall  foon  have  a  refpedtable 

perfonage 
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perfonage  to  partake  of  rfty  frigid  o 
tion,  for  the  the  bifhop  of  Sammlniat? 
is  expedled,  and  I  flatter  myfelf  tbt 
venerable  prelate  will  honor  me  with  iii 
prcfence* 


Bibbieiia,  one  o'clock,  aftcrnooD. 
.     Tuefday,  July  21,  1761. 

I  have  been  vifited,  this  morning,  6/2 
curious  inhabitant  of  the  village.  Thisp 
tleman  came  into  my  room  with  a  gravf 
face,  and  told  me  he  had  a  favor  to  begot 
me.  I  defired  him  to  fit  down  and  name 
what  I  could  do  to  be  of  fervice  to  him. 
Sir,  fays  he,  you  are  a  learned  gentleman, 
and  I  am  come  to  itifbrm  myfelf  of  a  pec^ 
of  literature.  I  promifed  him,  that  if  I  ^'^^ 
capable  of  anfwering  his  queftion,  I  wuW 
do  it  to  the  beftofmy  knovvledge.  P^^^J' 
fir,  fays  he,  with  gravity,  can  you  tell  fli2 
the  real  value,  in  our  money,  of  the  anW^ 
Roman  As  ?     I  was  furprifed  to  hear  0^ 
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<^uery  proceed  from  a  ruftic's  mouth,  for 
my  vifitor  was  little  better.  I  affured  him 
however  of  my  ignorance  in  all  forts  of  an- 
tiquarian knowledge*  I  told  him,  if  he  had  a 
mind  to  know  the  modern  money  of  Rome, 
I  could  tell  him  that  exaftly,  fome  having 
paffed  through  my  hands ;  but  that  for  the 
ancient,  as  it  was  not  current  cafh,  I  had 
not  fo  juft  an  idea  of  its  value.  In  Ihort,  I 
faid  fo  much,  that  I  believe  the  good  gen- 
tleman thought  the  demand  he  had  made 
rather  out  of  the  way,  and  turned  the  fub- 
je£t.  A  little  tinae  after,  my  landlord  en- 
tered the  room,  with  his  fword,  cane,  and 
hat,  and  told  me  it  was  late.  This  broad 
hint  drove  away  my  ruftic  antiquarian,  and 
we  all  three  fallied  out  of  the  houfe  to- 
gether, he  taking  the  road  home,  and  we 
that  to  the  Prepofitura,  or  habitation  of  the 
propofto,  who  is  the  bifliop's  vicar.  We 
are  in  the  diocefe  of  Arezzo  I  think. 
Our  vifit  here  was  like  other  vifits,  as 
well  as  the  reft  we  made,  fo  that  I  will 
1  not 
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not  trouble  you  tvith  diem  4    In  the  1 

I  had  the  pleafure  of  feeing  part  of  tii 

operation  of  extrading  filk  from  the  ik 
worms  web« 


0^^ 
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Monday,  half  after  ten  at  nighty 
*  July  27,  I76i, 

X  H I S  evening  I  have  been  fwimming^ 
as  there  was  no  horfe  to  be  had*  My 
kndlord  is  not  yet  got  well  from  his  lame« 
nefs.  But  what  do  you  think,  Grillo,  my 
horfe,  that  was  given  over  as  a  loft  flieep^ 
and  fent  down  to  a  farm  to  graze  and  decay^ 
as  a  milder  death  than  that  caufed  by  the 
explofion  of  powder,  this  fame  given-over 
Grillo  is  returned  quite  to  life  ?  Standing 
about  an  hour  ago  at  the  ftreet  door,  I  faw 
the  groom  trotting  a  horfe  towards  us  that 
fcemed  to  have  much  fpirit.  I  would  not 
believe  for  a  long  time  it  was  the  poor  weak 
creature  I  h^d  met  with  upon  the  road  to 
Florence  a  little  above  a  week  before.  How- 
ever, let  him  go  ever  fo  well,  I  am  fure  I 
Vol,  IIL  Z  will 
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will  never  get  upon  his  back,  for  what  dc 
know  but  his  vertigo  m^y  feize  him  aga 
upon  the  brink  of  Ibme  of  the  precipice 
with  which  this  country  fo  abounds.  How 
ever,  if  wc  can  get  his  bruifes  to  app« 
well  enough  to  fell  at  fome  fair  or  otki 
that  is  all  we  want.  Cheating  in  horfe-fiefl 
is  no  more  a  crime  here  than  with  us  in  Eng 
land.  Not  that  I  could  have  impudence 
enough  to  declare  Grillo  was  found.  But 
that  I  leave  to  the  care  of  my  landlord  afli 
his  fervant^. 

'   \  9  o'clock  at  n'#. 

1  was  interrupted  by  the  appearance  on 
Neapolitan.  This  pejfonagc  called  bini^^ 
a  poet,  and  defired  us  to  let  him  fmg  ^o^^ 
extemporary  ftanzas  in  commendation 
our  honors.  We  confented,  and  accor* 
ingly,  his  guitarre  being  brought. and  t^n^' 
he  began  to  fing  to  it  my  praifes.    You  i^^/ 

imagine  the   French   were   humbled;  De^^t 

all"' 


J 
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and  annihilated  in  hisverfes.  From  henc6 
his  hobbling  mufe  turned  to  my  landlord, 
and  talked  much  about  Hippocrates  and 
Galen.  He  then  glanced  to  the  ladies,  and 
made  flouriflies  about  lovely  eyes,  fires> 
flames  and  darts.  This  diveirfion  of  extem* 
porary  vttif:^  is  what  is  very  common  in 
Italy,  in  Tufcany  particularly.  Indeed^ 
there  are  fome  of  the  people^  who  make  a 
profeflion  of  this  art,  that  are  furprifing  in 
their  readinefs  at  rhyming.  However,  thefe 
Gothic  jingles  are  much  more  plentiful  in 
the  Italian  language  than  in  the  Englifh* 
The  extcmporzry  j^outers  affifl:  themfelves, 
I  imagine,  by  a  fort  of  common*place  poetry, 
which  they  take  care  to  have  in  their  head* ' 
For  example,  if  they  fpeak  to  an  Englifli- 
man,  they  have  a  fet  of  lines  ready  for  that 
nation ;  the  fame  if  they  addrefs  themfelves 
to  a  Frenchman.  They  have  others  for 
phyficians,  lawyers,  officers,  and  fo  on  : 
but  our  Neapolitan   was  not  one  of  thefe 

Z  z  excellent 
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excellent  fxtetnporarians.  H^  made  the  queei 
eft  confufion  of  every  thing  imaginabk 
However,  he  ferved  to  raifea  laugh  forabou 
half  an  hour,  and  that  was  eiwugh. 


LET- 
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Blbbiena,  half  after  5  in  the  evening* 
Sunday,  Auguftz,  1761. 

L  W  E  N  *r  this  morning  to  make  my  vifit 

to   Monfignor   the  bifhop   of    Samminiato, 

who  did  notrarrive  till  the  day  before  yefter- 

day.     He  received  me  with  great  politenefs 

^nd    affability.      There  Were  a  number  of 

people  at  his  leyee;  for  in  this  little  place 

he  makes  the  appearance  of  a  great  man» 

I  ftaid  with  him  about  the  ipace  of  an  hour. 

The  ponverfation  ran  upott  theatri{:al  per* 

formaijces.     The  prelate  did  not  feem  at  all 

to  agree  with  us  in  our  not  obfervjng  the 

unity  of  time  and  place,  mu^h  lefs  m  our 

killing  upon  the  ftage.     He  taljted  thg  igtfuaj 

language    upon    this    fubje£t-.     Mentioned 

Horace  and  Ariftotle,  and  other  authors  that 

(peak    againft    thofe    freedom?    aji  defefts, 

7' 3  -         All 
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All  that  I  could  fay  in  defence  of  them  was, 

that  tho'  certainly  our  dramatic  conapofitions 

contradicted  the  eft^blilhed  rules  of  antiqvitj, 

yet  the  liberty  we  took  in  them  gave  us  a^ 

opportunity  of  introducing  many  beauties, 

of  which  their  confined  method  of  writing 

was  not  capable.     That  I  did  not  fee  why 

we  were  to  be  bound  down  to  the  immi 

of  the  ancients,  except  as  far  as  thofe  max* 

-ixns  were  comformablp  tp  reaibn  and  nature, 

That  there  feemed  to  roe  nothing  contra* 

4i£lory  to  reafon  in  the  perfonages  of  a  play 

moving  from  one  fpot  to  another,  or  in  the 

time  of  the  anion's  taking  up  the  fpacc  of 

two  or  three  days.     I  did  npt  deny,  howerer, 

that  foroe  of  our  authors  ipight  ^bufe  this 

privilege,  and  particularly  Shakefpeare,  but 

that  the  great  beauty  of  his  poetry  made 

ample  amends  for  the  inqorreiSlnefs  ofhi5 

pieces.     With  regard  to   killing  upon  the 

flage,   I   ponf^ffcd  that  pur  tragic  author)' 

loved  bipod,  and  that,  perhaps,  we  too  oftcD 

introduced  fcpnes  of  jjiujrdej:  upon  th?  thfatre, 
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rjowever,  that  as  our  aftors  were  ufe4  to 
ilicfe    kinds   of  reprefentations,    they    died 
jsrith  a  much  better  grace,  and  more  naturally 
rhan    any  Italian  could  poffibly  do.     Thus 
[  defended  our  party  againft  the  bifliop  as 
well  as  I  could.     We  talked  befides  of  maily 
other  thuigs,  tillat  laftourconverfationglan^ 
ced  to  natural  hiftory.   We  here  wondered  at 
the  prodigious  number  of  (hells  found  every 
where  almoft  among  the  mountains  in  ,Italy. 
It  is  really  furprifing  how  they  fhould  come 
there,  and  fome  of  them  many  feet  under 
the  furface  of  the  earth.     Indeed,  I  believe 
many  of  thefe  natural  curiofities  are  to  be 
found  with  u$   in  England,  but  not  in  fuch  ' 
quantities.     They   feem   a    proof  that   the 
furface  of  the  earth   rouft  have   undergone 
fome  confiderable  changes.     Nor   does  the 
Mofaical  account  of  the  deluge  explain  thefe 
phenomena*     It  might  have  Jeft  (hells  upon 
the  furface  of  the  earth,  but  it  could  never, 
I  (hould  think,   have   buried   them  in   the 
depth  of  mines.      No   reifpnable    folutioa 
Z  4  has 
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jbas  yet  been  given  of  this  wonderful  qu« 
tity  of  marine  fubibnqes  found  in  till 
bowels  of  the  earths  ^  and  it  i^ems  one  d 
thofe  fecrets  which  the  Author  of  natoi 
has  chofen  to  hide  from  the  ipqutfitive  lo 
Searches  of  men.  After  this  diiquiiition  tH 
converfation  rolled  upon  the  government  ol 
England)  which  wa&  cominended. 


LET- 
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i 

BiblMcha^  a  quarter  after  9,  momingy 

Sunday,  Auguft  9,  1761. 

il5  I G  N  O  R  Andrea,  my  landlord's  brother^ 
has   been  to  make  me  a  vifit  this  morning. 
During  the   time  of  his  ftay  with  me  we 
had  a  furious  ftorm  of  thunder,  lightnings 
wind,    and   hail,    the  latter   fo  big,  that  I 
believe  it  will  do  much  damage  to  the  vines 
and  the  young  grapes  upon  them.     It  broke 
the  windows  on  the  other  fide  of  the  boufe« 
The  people  even  Ihrieked  to  fee  their  beloved 
vineyards  a  prey  to  the  angry  elements,  and 
they  fay  if  only  one  grape  is  bruifed  by  the 
hail  the  nitrous  quality  of  it  deftroys  the 
jvhole  branch.    But  the  wine  here  is  in  great 
abundance   with  no  vent,  which  renders  it 
lefs  valuable.     Our  converfation  in  the  mean 
time  tufned  upon  the  political  and  juridical 

regulations 
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regulations  of  Tufcany,     We  talked  about 
the  fucceffion  to  eftates  of  perfons  dying  in- 
teftate.    Amongft  us  the  elder   brother  b 
all,  here  it  is  divided  equally  among  thea 
Certainly  with  regard  to  equity  the  Tufcans 
furpafs  us-     It  is  undoubtedly  unjuft  becaufe 
you  are  born  a  year  after  your  elder  brother, 
that  he  is  to  have  every  thing,  and  you  k 
almoil  a  beggar.    But  if  we  are  to  conficJer 
which  is  of  moft  ufe  to  the  conimonwealtb, 
I   think   without  doubt  it  is   our  method. 
The  eldeft  broth*er,  by  having  the  greatell  I 
part  of  the  fortune,  is  able  to  keep  up  the 
family  with  dignity  and   fplendor.    Thofc 
who  have  had  the  ill  luck  to  come  later  into 
the  world  are  obliged  to  follow  fome  profeA  ■ 
fion,    and   confequently,    be  of  ufe  to  the  | 
comn^unity.     But  here,  by  the  eftates  being  | 
divided   between   five  or   fix  brothers,  they 
have  all  enough  to  live  idly  upon,  and  nei*  | 
ther  of  them   fufficient  to   make  a  figure* 
This  is,    without  doubt,     thecaufe  oi  t^^* 
ing  fo  many  poor  infignificant  noblemen  la 
'a  Ital/i 
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Italy,  and  their  titles  as  well  as  tbek  eftates 
are  common.   However  in  fome  families  they 
Ijave  a  majorafco  eftabliflied,  or  a  portion  of 
the  eftate  fettled  upon  the  eldeft  fon,  which 
reduces  things  a  little  to  our  plan,    .This  is 
the  cafe  in  my  landlord's  family,  and  they 
have  an  odd  way  of  making  the  entail.     His 
aiiceftors  gave  the  property,  fo  intended  to  b 
tied   down,  to  the  order  of  St.  Stephen,  a 
Tufcan  order  of  knights   inftituted  by  the 
grand  dukes.     JLike  all  others  of  the  kind  in 
Italy  it  hats  certaiji  benefices  or  commendas 
dependent  upon  it.    Thefe  are  in*  the  gift  of 
the  head  of  the  order,  .which  is  the  grand 
duke,  who,  you  know,  is  at  prefent  the  em«^ 
peror  of  Germany.     Now  lands  are  given  to 
thefe  orders  in  truft  for  the  eldeft  male  chil* 
dren  of  a  family,  by  which  the  order  gets 
the   right  of  patronage,  and  the  fucceffivc 
poffeflbrs  have  the  privilege  of  hanging  Su 
Stephen's  crqfs  upqn  a  bit  of  ribband  to  their 
j:)utton-hole.     But  this  my  landlord  can  not 
^ygaf^  fpr  the  profeflion  of  phyfic  is  a  degra- 

4^tioii 
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ciatioft  from  knighthood,  as  this  country  ei- 
clude3  both  medicine  and  jurifprodence  from 
the  lift  of  honorable  profeffions.      And  yet 
itiy  landlofd^s  uncle  Wad  phyfician  toDoa 
Carlos  the  prefent  king  of  Spain,  when  lie 
fell  ill  of  the  fi!nall  pox  at  Leghorne,  upon 
his  firft  landing  in  Italy,  as  heir  to  John 
Gaftone   the  then  grand  duke.       What  a 
change  has  Tufcany  undergone  fince  then, 
and  who  would  have  believed  that  it  wbs 
ever  to  pafs  under  the  power  of  the  Ger- 
mans ?  Don  Carlos,  the  fecond  fon  of  Phi- 
lip the  fifth,  comes  into  Tufcany  to  fuc- 
ceed  John  Oaftone,  who  had  no  iffue.    He 
and  his  attendant  Spanifh  troops  are  received 
almoft  as  mafters,  even  while  the  old  gmd 
duke  lived.    In  the  mean  time  the  kingdoms 
of  Naples  and  Sicily  are  conquered  from  the 
Auftrians.     Don  Carlos  goes  there  to  reign, 
and  at  the  making  up  a  peace  the  Spaniards 
entirely  give   up  Tufcany  to  the  emperor, 
who  in  return  cedes  Lorraine,  all  he  then 

had,  to  France  ia  revcrfion,  after  the  death 

of 
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of  Staniflaus,    titular  king  of  Poland^    and 

fatheivin-law  to  Lewis  the  fifteenth.    The 

queen  of  Hungary  likewife  gave  up  her  pre-* 

tenfions  to  the  kingdom  of  the  two  Siciliqg^ 

with  this  provifo  however,  that  if  ever  Doa 

Carlo$  came  to  reign  inSpain,  his  brother  the 

duke  of  P^rma  ihould  fucceed  to  Naplesi| 

and  th^  prefent  ftates  of  the  infant  Don  Phi-* 

lip  he  given  iip  to  the  queen.    Don  Carlos  19 

z^t  prefent  upon  the,  throne  of  Spain,  b«t  hh 

fon^  npi  Uis  brother,  is  kiQg  pf  Naples,  fifj4 

the  dutchies  of  Parma  anjl  Placentia  are  ftill 

in  the  pofitflidn  of  the  infant.     His  catholic 

majefty  thought  .  hia  fon  nearer  than  hia 

brother,    and   both .  much  more   connected 

with  him  than  the  houfe  of  Auftria.     Ho 

may  attribute,  I  believe,  the  quiet  pa;Qing  of 

thefe  affairs  to  the  k^ng  of  Pruiiia,  who^  arms 

have^  found  the  emprefs   queen   other  em* 

pioyment  than  enforcing  the  treaty  of  Aix* 

la^Chjpelle. 


LET- 
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fiibbiena,  Aviga&j6,  l^6u 
Sunday  morning  1 1  o'clock. 

JLi  AST  Thurfday^  as  it  was  the  anniver' 
fary  of   the  feaft  of  St-   Hippolitus,  the 
patron  of  this  place,  there  were  great  doings 
for  a  little  village.     The  propofto  or  provoft 
gave  a  general  dinner  to  all  the  gentlemeo 
and  ladies.    The  bifhop  of  Sammiaiato  was 
there.    After  dinner  a  butt  of  wine  w'as 
diftributed  to  the  poor  of  the  place.    As  it 
flowed   in  a  fort  of    fountain,    there  was 
much  fcrambling  for  it,   and  fome  broken 
heads  given  and  received.     When  the  liquor 
flowed  no  more,  we  all  adjourned  to  the 
church,  where  a  declamation  was  made  ns 
by  a  gentleman  of  the  place,  which  being 
finiflied,  various  pieces  of  poetry  were  pro- 
duced.   The  fubjeft,  which  was  the  fame  | 
for  the  declamation  as  for  the  poetry,  yo^ 
will  think  very  dry.  '  It  was  whether  Con- 
lUntine  was  chrillened  in  Rome  or  in  Con- 1 

ilaflti^  , 
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ftantinople.*  The  ufual  theme  was  gene- 
rally the  life  and  aftions  of  St.  Hippolitus* 
But  the  fame  fubje^J:  had  b^en  Continued 
for  fo  many  years,  that  they  were  quite 
tired  of  it,  and  accordingly  they  agreed  to 
alter  it  to  fomething.  elfe,  and  the  propofto 
chofe  the  before-mentioned  ekgant  fubjefl: 
for  poetry*  We  were  talking  about  this 
two  or  three  mornings  before,  at  the  pro- 
pofto'9.  I  there  ventured  to  tell  him  that 
the  theme  propofed,  as  confifting  in  a 
learned  difquifition,  feemed  to  me  not  very 
proper  for  the  declamations,  and  much  lefs 
for  the  mufes ;  that  in  my  opinion  fome  fub- 
ject  where  the  paffions  could  be  interefted 
ought  to  be  chofen,  as  for,  example,  "  whe- 
**  ther  St.  Peter,  when  he  heard  the  cock 
"  crow,  felt  the  moft  intenfe  grief,  or  Mary 
"  Magdalene,  when  fhe  beheld  our  Saviour 
extended  upon  the  crofs  ? "  This  was  a  thing 


<f 


•  *  He^was  chriftened  at  neither,  but  at  Nicomcdia,  by 
Eufcbius,  bifhop  of  that  city,  and  a  little  before  his  death 

Ifaid 
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I  (aid  without  thinking  or  reflecting^  iina« 
gine  then  my  furprize,  when,  after  every  per* 
fon  had  finished  rehearfing  their  compofkionsi 
the  propofto  ftopd  up,  and,  **  Gentlemen, 
^*  fays  he,  the  fuhj^  for  th?  return  of  thi? 
^^  annual  feflival  is,  Whether  St.  Peter  after 
having  denied  hia  mafter,  and  Wring  the 
cock  crow,  felt  more  internal  .grief  than 
Mary  Magdalene  when  ihe  hehcld  thip  Savi^ 
our  of  the  world  expiring  upon  the  crofs*" 
I  would  have  flopped  him,  but  he  went  en, 
and  accordingly  this  is  the  fubje£):  for  the  en-* 
fuing  year.  It  was  dark  before  all  was  finifh- 
ed  and  we  got  out  pf  the  church,  where  we 
had  been  feated  in  a  fort  of  ring  before 
the  principal  altar.  The  propofto  carried  u^ 
a  fecortd  time  to  his  prepofitura,  or  lodge, 
whicl\  is  juft  by  the  church,  and  treated  us 
with  water-melons  in  quantity,  cooled  in  ice; 
This  indeed,  }s  a  cuftomary  obligation  upon 
him  ,every  year,  but  the  dinner  was  volun- 
tary. The  evening  paffed  at  the  biihop  of 
Samminiato's,  where  moft  of  the  ladies  and 

gentlemen 
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gfentlemen  adjourned.  Converfation  and  cards 
went  forward  in  the  fame  manner  as  in  our 
meetings  of  that  kind  in  England.  Thus 
finilhed  St.  Hippolitus'sday.- 

The  life  and  martyrdom  of  this  mighty  ^ 
patron    of  Bibbiena  is   as   follows.     I  have 
taken  it  from  a  laft  year's  declamation.  It  is 
in  an  oratorical  ftylci 

*'  Behdld  him  in  his  tender  year3,  armed 
**  with  fword  and  helm,  and  fighting  under 
"  the  Emperor  Decius  in  the  fervice  of  his 
"  country^  that  country  which  boafted  as 
•^  maAy  foldiers  as  it  had  citizens,  and  whofe 
*'  triumphant  eagle  extended  its  wings  over 
"  the  whole  world.  But  while  he  was 
**  humbling  the  enemies  of  his  native  Rome, 
I  "  he  did  not  lefs  attempt  to  conquer  thofe 
•*  internal  foes,  the  paffions,  and  animated 
"  by  a  ray  of  the  true  religion,  direfted  every 
"  ftep  to  that  end.  Nor  could  the  prudent 
.**  youth  find  a  better  manner  of  triumphing 


Voc.  III.  A  a 
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over 


^  over  the  flattering  power  6f  the  worlilj^ 
•*  than  by  humbling  the  defires  of  nature^ 
*'  and  devoting  ^himfelf  ta  the  laws  of  evaa- 
"  gelical  perfeftioft.  To  point  hina  out  the 
**  way  to  this- he  had  the  advantage  of  hav- 
^'  ing  no  ordinary  example.  He  was  ©rder- 
*^  ed  to  be  upon  guard  when  St.  Lawrence 
^  was  burnt  alive  upon  the  flaoiin^g  coals.. 
•*  The  heroical  behaviour  of  that  martyr  ia 
•*  the  midft  of  his  torments,  animated  by  the 
^  moft  lively  expreffions  of  love  aiid  zeal^ 
•*  had  fuch  an  effe<5t  uponr  the  youth,  that  he 
**  refolved'from  th^  very  momenU  to  leave 
^  the  ne^ble  profeffieri  of  war,  in  order  to' 
**practife  with  greater  fervor,  than  it  was^ 
^^  poffible  to  do  amidft  the  tumijlts  of  arms^ 
"  the  virtues  of  devotion,  faith,,  and  charity. 
*'  Pulling  up  his  beaver,,  he  declared  himfelf 
"  publickly  a  Chriftian,  nor  were  riches  or 
^  ambitious  hqpes  capable  of  reftraiaiing.  hi^ 
**  defiresfor  the  palm  of  martyrdom.  The 
"  emperor  Decius  hearing  that  Hippolku* 
•:*  bad  declared  himfelf  openly  to  be  a  Chrif- 

^    •♦tiin. 
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'  tian,  while  he  was  upon  guard,  ordered 
'  him  to  be  brought  into  his  prefence* 
^  Upon  the  appearance  of  the  noble  youth, 
'  what  flattering  temptations  did  not  he 
^  make  ufe  of  to  feduce  his  conftancy>  but 

*  finding  it  inflexible  to  entreaties,  he  at- 
'  tempted  to  (hake  it   by   threats.      Thefe 

*  however^  proving  equally  unavailing,  and 

*  his   prior  love  towards   Hippolltus   being^    ^ 
'  now  all  converted  into  fury,  he  ordered 

*  feme  ftones  to  be  thrown  at  hiiiij  which 

*  wounded  him  to  fuch  a  degree  upon  the 

*  mouth,  that  he  ftained  the  ground  about 
'*  hirn  with  his  flowing  blood,  that  blood 
^*  which   rendering    fruits    tenfold,    proved 

*  the  rich  feed  of  future  Chriftians.     After 

*  this  he  was  Conducted  into  prifon.  But 
^'  why  do  I  fay  into  prifon  ?  It  was  the 
'•*  happy  habitation  his  heart  had  been  fo  long 
'*  defirous  of  obtaining*  The  importunate 
^*  incitements  of  his  relations,  bis  extenfive 
**  riches  and  increafing  honors,  had  before  ^ 
I*  hindered  him  in  fome   meafure  from  arri- 

h  ^  7,  •'  ving 
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**  ving  to  that  perfection  for  which  he  figheA 
**  I  fay  in  fome  meafure,  for  even  then  with 
'*  difdainful  eye  did  he  behold  the  flattering 
"  allurements  of  the  world,  and  deliver  him- 
*'  felf  into  the  arms  of  mortification.  But 
*'  now  he  was  conteiit-  Horror  and  dark- 
*'  ncfs  reigned  around  him,  incapable  how- 
*'  ever  of  obfcuring  thofe  zealous  flames, 
"  which  burned  within  his  breaft^  In  the 
•'  mean  time  moft  of  the  fervants  of  Hip- 
*•  politus,  excited  by  the  example  of  their 
•*  mafter,  abandoned  their  errors  and  deter- 
**  mined  to  follow  the  holy  crofs^  that  ban- 
*•  ner  of  true  glory.  Deciiis  upon  hearing 
*•  this  ordered  them  all  to  be  beheaded,  and 
**  they  died  glorious  martyrs  to  our  facred 
<•  religion.  The  tyrant  enraged  at  their  in- 
*'  trepidity,  and  confidering  Hippolitus  as 
*  *  the  caufe  of  it,  full  of  anger  and  difdain 
"  g^ve  orders  to  the  prefect  Valerian  for  his 
**  puniflirrient.  The  invincible  youth,  after 
**  being  ftripped  naked,  had  firft  of  all  hii 
V  flefli  combed  and  torn  with  iron  curry- 

**  combs. 
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*^  combs*     But  I  fhould  excite  too  much 

••-horror  in  my  audience,  if  J  was  to  recount 

*•  one  by  one  the  various    torments  which 

**  our  patron  fuffered.      He    in   the    me^n 

**  time,    with    ferene  countenance,  feemed 

*^  more  ready  in  the  receival,  than  his  ck* 

*^  eeutio^ers    in    thiS  application    of  them, 

*^  baffling  with    holy    ardor    the    vain   at- 

**  tempts    of  impious    crueltyr     The    em- 

*^  peror  finding  all   his  ideas  of  humbling 

**  the  youth's  zealous  fpirit  vain,  gave  the 

**  final   fentence   to  the  prefect,    who  was 

•'  to  inflict  upon  him  the  moft  cruel  death 

*•  imagination  cpuld   fuggeft.     Accordingly 

"  his   innocent  limbs  were  faftened  to  the 

**  tails  of  four  untamed  courfers,  who  gal- 

'*  loping   furioufly    different  ways,   reduced 

^^  to  atoms  th6  earthly  part  of  our  holy 

"  martyr  ;    the  divine  flying   to  that  hea- 

**  vea  where  it   afpired,  exchanged  a   pre- 

*♦  carious    mortal    life,    for    eternity    and 

^f  happioefs. 


A  a  J 
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The  author  concludes  his  decUmatkm  by 
the  following  invocation^ 

**  To  thee,  generous  champion,  do  the 
^^  devout  inhabitants  of  Bibbiena  addrefs 
**  themfelvesy  aflembled  here  to  celebrate 
•^  and  hymn  thy  triumphs.  They  hum-? 
*'  bly  offer  up  their'  vow<  to  thee  and  im- 
♦*  plpre  thy  gracious  protection,  3hower 
^^  down  bleffings  upon  our  town,  and  coa- 
**  fecrate  it  by  thy  falutary  influence,  that 
^^  imitating  thy  victories,  and  follQwing 
*^  the  example  of  thy  virtues,  we  maj  ar, 
**  rive  to  that  glorious  heigh th  of  happi- 
♦*  nefs,  which  in  company  with  the  other 
**  faints  ^nd  martyrs  thpu  now  enjoyeft^ 


Monday,  Avguft  17,  8  o'clock, 

morning* 

I  was  yefterday  afternoon  at  the  convent 

of  St,  Mary's  to  hear  a  panegyric  in  praife 

of   St.    Domenico,    of.  which   order    t^hofe 

friefs   are*     After  th?   pripr  hjtd  finifhed  a 

flowery 
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flowery  declamation  upon  that  perfecuting 
^int,  we  were  <:oadticted  into  his  room^ 
M^^here  he  gave  us  ices  of  di^etcvkt  forts,  mer- 
lons and  other  good  thinga.  The  hifhop  was 
there  with  a  large  company  of  us  who  had 
:idined  with  hinx.  He  was  to  confecrate  fome 
ilones  in  the  church-  You  may  wonder 
ivhat  ufe  the  friers  can  have  for  facred  ftones, 
but  they  want  to  er^ct  a  new  altar-piece,  the 
Clones  of  which  muft  be  fanctified,  and  none 
i>ut  a  bifliop  can  give  jhem  the  proper  degrcje 
#f  holmis^ 


A  a  4   .  LET- 
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Bibbiena,  9  o'clock  in  the  moriUDg, 
Tucfday,  Auguft  25,   1761. 

X-iAST  night  I  found  a  fcorpion  in  my 
writing  dclk.  It  was  open,  and  I  was  juil 
going  to  bed,  when  I  faw  the  black  animal 
crawling  about  my  papers.  I  called  Sebaftian, 
who  (hook  him  off  the  writing?  upon  the 
ground.  The  fcorpion,  finding  himfelf  dif- 
turbed,  began  to  run  aw^y  about  as  faft  as 
a  fpider.  However,  Sebaftian's  great  foot 
fpon  ftqpped  his  courfe  by  crufhing  him  to 
death.  It  was  but  a  young  fcorpion,  and  of 
^  fmall  fize^  They  now  and  then  are  nearly 
as  big  as  cray-fij(h,  which  they  fomething 
rcfemble.  Hpw  frightened  we  are  in  Eng- 
land af  the  name  of  them,  and  yet  they  arc 
here  little  mpre  regarded  than  fpiders.  I 
^^^s  f|)eali^ing  (9  a  gardener^  w^o  was  flung 
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by  one,  and  faid  the  wound  was  very  bad 
indeed.  *'  No,  fir,  cried  he,  I  -was  not 
*'  well  for  three  whole  days ;"  an  idea 
very  different  frpm  the  fatality,  which  we 
generally  attribute  to  that  poifon ;  but  J  will 
not  deny  that  it  may  be  worfe  in  hotter 
countries.  They  are  feldom  to  be  foynd  h% 
hoyfes,  bpt  upder  flower-pots  in  gardens, 
3nd  thofe  places.  The  fcorpion,  I  think, 
is  the  only  poifonous  animal  they  hav^ 
here  in  Italy  more  than  we  in  EJnglandt 
There  are,  indeed,  a  number  of  lizards,  but 
very  few  of  them  arc  veiiemou?.  As  for 
adders,  toads,  jjnd  thofe  other  difgufting 
animals  we  have  them  as  mucb  as  th? 
Jtalians,  tho'  perhaps  the  adders  and  vipers 
have  rathef  more  venom  in  hotter  climates. 
But  I  {zy  yrrou^  when  I  affert  there  are  no 
more  poifonous  animals,  for  in  Apulia,  a 
province  of  tjie  kingdorp  of  Naples,  there  is 
the  tarantula,  tbo'  the  ftory  they  tell  about 
curing  its  bite  by  mufic  is  apochryphal.  I 
(Jo  not^  iqdeed^  ^oij^t  bi^t  that  thejr  make 

the 
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the  people  who  art  bit  by  thid  little  aniinal 
in  Apulia  dance  to  the  found  of  a  Idddle^  but 
whether  this   19  only  an  idea  the  country 
people  have  among  themfelves,  or   whether 
it  does  the  patient  any  good,   is  what  I  cm 
not  teU«     You  know  Apulia  h   a    remote 
province,  and  the  people  confe^ueatly  igno. 
rant,  and  why   may  not  queer  ftories  and 
beliefs  be  current  among  them  as  well  as  in 
many  of  our  diftant  counties  in  England, 
and  the  ftory  of  fecond*(ight  in^  Scotland 
As  we  have  a  terrible  idea  with  us  of  tlie 
poifonous  animals  in  Italy,  we  have   not  a 
very  fjivorable  notion  of  the  number  of  wild 
beafts  we  imagine  they  have.     Now  I  da 
not  know  of  any  favage  animal  that  roams 
their  forefls  more  than  ours^  except  bears  aud 
wolves.      They  have,   indeed,    wild    boars, 
but  thofe  are   fo  far  from  being  accounted 
poxious,  that  they  have  almoft  as  ftrict  laws 
In  their  defence  as  our  game;     The  flefh  is 
very  much  efteemed  here*  in  Italy,  and  its 
wild  fafte,  at  firil  lik?  tfijutpd  meat,  becomes 

after* 
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ifterwards  very  agreeable*     When  I  was 

aft  in  this  country,  I  went  once  out  a  boar*. 

lunting  at  Pifa,  in  a  foreft  there  is  juft  by; 

:hat  town, .  I  could  not,  however,  carrj^  % 

3^un,   as  you  muft  have  a  particular  licenle^ 

:o  do  it  in  that  foreft,  which  belongs  to  the 

smperor*     The  way  they  hunted  the  wild 

boar  was  as  i^Uows.    The  huntfanen  placed 

themfelves  at  different  pofts  in  the  wood,  by 

which  it  was  likely  the  boar  would  pafs* 

Two  other  men  in  the  mean  time  went  to 

the  other  fide  of  it  with  a  couple  of  dogs, 

and    beating    about,   and   making  a  great 

noife,    drove    out  the   boars  to   the  places. 

where  the  men  were  difperCed  with   their 

gunst     I  confefs  I  did  not  like  my  fituation,. 

in  being  obliged  to  go  and  ftaixd  on  foot  by. 

a  huntftnan,  and   truft  to  his  piece,  while. 

they  were  driving  all  the  boars  down  upon 

us.  The  men  ihputing,  the  dogs  barkings  and 

the  boars  gninting  through  the  woodlands^ 

did  not  at  all  pleafc  me.     An  eafy  tree  to 

climb  olFering  pn  my  right  hand,  I  thought 
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I  had  better  fave  my  ikin,  and  look  like 
Sancho  Panca.  AccordiDgly,  I  got  up^  and 
having  feated  myfelf  in  fecurity  upon  one  of 
th^.  branches,  ^  looked  round.  It  ivas  not  2 
great  while  before  a  boar  appeared  grunting 
along  by  the  poft  of  the  man  near  my  tree. 
He  did  not  fire  at  him,  I  do  not  -know  why, 
but  the  man  at  the  next  poft  made  up  for 
this  deficiency,  and  maimed  both  his  fore- 
legs by  a  ball,  which  paffed  through  his 
ihoulder  blades.  As  they  faid  he  could  not 
run,  I  ventured  to  come  down  from  '^my 
aiylum,  and  look  at  him.  I  faw  him  rolling 
about  upon  the  ground,  witli  one  of  the 
dogs  upon  him.  The  man  had  juft  charged 
his  piece  again,  and  approaching  the  grjfly 
nmfter^  fhot  him  through  the  head.  Upon 
the  report  of  the  muiket,  all  the  people 
aflembled  to  the  place  where  we  were.  We 
began  examining  the  mighty  tulks  of  our 
prize,  which,  however,  were  not  fb  large  as 
fome  I  have  feen,  upon  account  of  the  boar's 
beii^g  yqung, 

Bibbien3i 
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Blbbiena,  9  o'clock  in  the  morning. 
Wednefday,  Auguft  26,  1761. 

THE  wolves  and  bears,  with  which  we 
iay    Italy  is  fo  flocked,  give  not  the  terrible 
idea    here  as  with  us  in  England,  tho'  there 
are  certainly  niany  of  the  former,  and  fomc 
few  of  the  latter.     As  to  bears,  I  mean  thofe 
not  having  a  humin  form,  they  are  very 
rare,  and  only  in  fome  of  the  high  uninha- 
bited  woody  mountains,   and  never  appear 
out  of  their  gloomy  receffes  to  infeft  paflen- 
gers.     Much  lefs  wolves,  which  are  more 
timid    animals    than  we    imagine,    except 
driven   by   extreme   hunger;    and    if   king 
Edgar  gave  fo  much  money  to  have  them 
extirpated  out  of  England,  it  muft  have  been 
for   the  fake  of  his  fubjed's  Iheep,  and  not 
of  their  perfons.   Returning  laft  time  through 
the  Alps  to  England,  Ifaw  one  in  a  field, 
which  I  imagined  to   be   a   dogi    but  the 
poililipa  affured  me  it  was  a  wolf,  and  began 

hallooing 


« 
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hallooing,   upon   which    it    retreated  in  t 
heavy  gallop  under  cover* 

With  regard  to   the  tarantula,  iily   land- 
lord, who  was  in  Apulia,  as  phyfician  to  the 
Spaniffi  army,  fays,  **  that  the  making  the 
perfons  dance  who  are  bit* by  the  little 
fpider  is  true,  but  agrees  with  me  in  its 
being  only  a  popular  prejudice,  and  that  it 
^'  can  not  poffibly  be  of  any  fervice  to  the 
!'  patients,  without  it  is  by  making  them 
•*  perfpire,  and  this,  he  fays,  they  do  plen-* 
**  tifiilly;    for   the   only   two   months   the 
•*  tarantula   is   venemous   are     the    liotteft 
•*  in  the  year,  thofe  of  July  and  Auguft. 
He  made  me  laugh  with  a  ftory  he  told  me 
of  a  little  French  boy  he  had  when  he  was  at 
Palermo.     The  poor  lad  was  bit  by  a  fpider, 
which  are  here  more  venemous  than  in  Eng* 
land.     His  mafter  being  abroad,  the  boy  told 
his  cafe  to  the  other  fervants  of  the  houfc. 
They  had  the  impudence  to  afliire  him  it  was 
a  tarantula,  and  in  order  to  make  fun,  fidlera 

were 
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tvere  called  in^  and  the  ignoraat  youth  was 

ordered  to  dance  for  hia  life*    Pierre,   for 

ihat  was  bb  name,   in  a   fright,  and  half 

crying,  began  throwing  hia  legs  and  arms 

about  in  an  aukward  rtianner.     In  Ihort,  they 

made  him  caper  round  the  room  for  above  a 

couple  of  hours,  to  the  tune  of  the  tarantella, 

the  name  of  a  barbarous  jig,   compofed  pur-, 

pofely   for  this  pccafion.     When  the  boy 

was  quite  tired,  they  put  him  to  bed,  where 

his  mafler  found  him  upon  his  return  home^ 

When  he  Qame  to  the  bed*(ide  to  aft:  what 

was  the  matter j  the  poor  youth  burft  out 

into  tears,  and  with  a  long  face  faid,  ah! 

mon  chere  mmtrCf  je  juh  empolfrfmi.    But  tell 

me  how  all  this  happened,  fays  my  landlord. 

Ah  I    Monfieur,    anfwers  Pierre,     regatdezj 

regardiz^,  (hewing  his  arm.    What  has  any 

thing   bit    you?     €fe/,    Mor^euTj    htlagl    la 

tarantuU^   la  t<irantuki  Mm^eur.       Hid  maf« 

ter    was    not    a    little    ailonifhed  to  hear 

of  tarantulas  in  Palermo,  but  going  out  to 

'make  enquiriea  among  the  other  fervants^ 

\  the 


I 
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the  affair  was   foon  difcovered,   and   Pierre 
•relieved  from. his  anxiety.     Some  fuch  ftory 
Sis  this,  I  dare  fay,  led  Doftor  Mead  aftrar, 
when  he  wrote  his  trcatife  upon  poifons,  and 
laid  down  mufic  and  daiicing  as  a   cure  for 
the  bite  of  a  tarantula.     This  little  animal 
is  a  fort  of  reddifli  fpider.     Very   few  per- 
fons>  however^  except  reapers,  are   ever  bit 
by  thefe  noxious  infefts,  as  they  are   feldom 
to  be  found,  except  in  the  fields,  and  among 
corn.     This    is    reaped  in  the   two  hotteft 
months  of  the  year,  juft  when  that  little 
animal  has  the  greateft  venotti.     Not  only 
the   tarantula,  but  fcorpions  and  all    other 
venemous  animals  are  more  noxious  in  the 
months  of  July  and  Auguft,  in  fhort,  in 
furiimer  than  in  winter.     The  more  power- 
ful fun,  that  brings  to  greater  perfedion  the 
fruits  of  the  earth,  as  it  has  greater   virtue 
in  its  beneficent,  has  likewife  more  force  in 
its  peftiferous  effefts.     And   that  not   only 
in  ripening  all  poifons  to  a  greater  degree  of 
infeaion,  but  in  extirafting  more  fatal  vapours 

from 
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Trom  the  bofbm  of  the  earth*  And  thefe 
zzufk  the  utiwhoiefome  air  there  is  at  certain 
times  of  die  year  in  parts  of  Italy,  and  par*» 
Jculariy  ii^  low  mzxihy  places*  As  fbr  exf 
imple,  the  Campania  of  Rome  is  almoii:  en*" 
drely  deferted  upon  that  account.  And 
y^et  anciently  it  is  faid  to  have  been  very 
oiuch  inhabited,  and  very  well  cultivated4 
But  perhaps  that  i^abitatim  and  cultivatioA 
might  be  the  caufe  of  the  vapours  not  pro- 
ducing their  fatal  influence.  However,  Juf* 
renal  tells  us  that 

**  Prorida  Pomp^io  dcdcrat  Camptnia  fcbre$ 
••  Optandas."— — — i-   * 

But  great  m«>  Pwy  h^vp  fey^?  aj>y  v^Ji^jce^ 
^hen  .  the  nevi&rf  dying  worm  gnaws  upon 
the  xznnd« 

What  I  .wonder  at  is  that  Spain,  tho*  * 
warmer  country  than  Italy,  ifi  not  fuhjeftto 
this  tainted  air.  Peich jps,  ithere  falling  litftl* 
t>r  no  dews  througiiwat  the  igceaJt^  part  o£ 

Vot,  III,  B  b  that 
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that  peninfula  may   be  the   Caufe, 
tho'  conducive  to  healthy  is  no  advantage  to 
tlie  fertility  of  the  foil.     What  I  fpcak  hcic, 
however,  will  principally  hold   good  witi 
regard  to  the  province  of  Andalufia.   Tk 
climate  of  the  kihgdoms  of  Valentia  and 
Catalonia  refembles  more  ttiat  of  Italy.  For 
as  Spaiii  is  a  large  territory,  you  may  ima- 
gine there  is  a  confiderable  difference  between 
her  particular  provinces  or  kingdoms,  as  flic 
pleafes  to  term  them^     But  the  luhansmj 
have  more  apprehenfions  of  this  bad  air  than 
it  dcierves.     I  do  not  doubt  its  having  fonie 
cfFeft,    but   the   thinking   it    fatal  to  move 
from  one  houfe  to  another  only  three  doors 
off,  as  the  common  people  imagine  at  Rocq^j  i 
feems  to  be  carrying  the  idea  too  far,   TA^I 
Romans  have  a  notion  that  by  fleepingeverf 
night  in  the  fame  place  the  bad  air  has 
power  over  you,  but  that  if  you  do  but  f 
and  lie  down  in  a  bed  in  the  next  houfe,  jo'i 
are  to  die.    However,  in  confequence  of  tfoj 

idea,  there  is  a  law  at  Rome  that  no  ian^^^^^ 

can 


I 
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zzn  oblige  a  tenant  to  quit  a  houfe  during 
the  months  of  July  and  Auguft^  and  till  the 
&rft  rains  id  September;  or,  if  it  is  a  dry 
[eafbn,  tbo^  indeed  it  felddm  fails  raining  in 
that  moiithi  the  whole  of  it.*     But  tho*  I 
blame  the  too  great  timidnefs  of  the  Ro^ 
mansj  I  will  not  deny  that  what  they  fay  is 
in  part  true,   as  founded  upon  experience* 
It  was  in  confequence  of  this  opinion  among 
the  inhabitants  of  Rome,  that  the  Comment 
dator  d'Almada,  when  by  the  king  of  Por* 
tugaPs  order  he  commanded  all  Portuguefe 
fubjedts  to  quit  that  capital,  gave  them  the  li- 
berty of  remaining  till  the  end  of  the  month  of 
September,   cloathing   this   conceflion  with 
fpecious  expreffions  of  the  great  affeftion  his 
moft  faithful  majefty  had  for  his  fubjeds, 
and  that  he  would  not  even  expofe  them  to 
imagined  dangers.  That,  therefore,  during  all 

*  This  idea  is  now  greatly  exploded  at  Rome,  tho'  part 
of  the  country  about  it  is  certainly  very  unwholefome, 
and  even  fatal  during  the  before  mentioned  months^ 

B  b  ^  the 
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the  ritf^'dAfs  to  the  end  df  the  tnbfith  of  Sep^ 
ftiiibcif  they  might  retnftht  pcticeaibly  k  thai 
prefefit  iitiMtion.  Altt^^  himfell^  however 
left  Rome  imtnediatety,  (iti^d,  he  couk 
Hot  hdp  it,)  teii  puffing  thftftigh  FhRi^dft 
w»it  t6  Tiiriii,  whvre  hd  is  at  •prtCcta, 


lit' 
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Bibbicna^  half  ^fter  j  o,  jnorning, 
Sunday,  Auguft  30,  1 761. 

JL  W^ttf  P»t  to  tiajce  8  t\^  jpft^r^^  ey^JSg 

with   my  landlord  aind  viHt  a  i:oiiii£r^maa 

that  was  i)k  at  San  Piero  an  Fraffioa^  p  little 

village  about  two  miles  from  hei^ce.     U|U)a 

our  arrival    Wie  alightfid   at  a  ^ealflejaan'a 

boufe,   the  h^ad  pexfou  in   Jthc  place,  x>ne 

of  whofe  iabpurer-s   was   th«  patient.    .He 

received   us  very  civiMy.     The  furgeoii   of 

our  village  was  likewile  there,    and  inade 

us  accelerate  our  vifit  to  the  iick  man,    ^He 

was  conae  over  from  Bibbieua  by  order  of 

the  doiSlor,    who,    as  he  had  heard  a  had 

account  of  his   patient,*  had^told  him   to 

bring  a  couple  'oi  blifters.    Upon  n>y  friend'? 

firft  feeing   him,  he  faluted  him  aud  alked 

him  if  he   had  brought  what  hi?  prderedf 

B  b  3  /^  Yes, 
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**  Yes,    that  I  have,"  fays  the  ill  looking 
executioner  to  the  faculty,  **  and  horfe  one^ 
**  toQ,     for    fuch  piuft  they   be    for  thefe 
*^  country  beafts/*  Tho'  the  anfwer  i»ay  fccin 
to  you  not  to  be  entirely  confonant  to  the 
laws  of  humanity,   it  ferved  however,  tq 
make  us  laugh.     Surgeons  with  us  do  not 
C^rry  abowt  blifters,  but  you  muft  Gonfidei 
in  what  a  country  place  we.  are,  and  tkt 
every  profeflbr  in  it  muft  be  a  kind  ofj^d 
€f  all  trades^  befides  wfib  could  tell  but  there 
jnight  be  occafion   for  ihedding   blood,  or 
proceieding  with  fire  and  fteel,  like  myfo- 
rier,   againft  the  diforder.    Upon  Qur  enter- 
ing  the   cottage  pf  the '^  invalid   we  occu- 
pied the  .  little  kitchen  of  it.     My  landJorA 
as  proto-medicus^    took   the  firft  place.    On 
his   countenance   fat   the  gravity   nec^flary 
to  the  faculty  rjpon  finailar  occafions.    Next 
him  was  placed   the  furgeon,  who  looked 
a5  if  he  was  revolving"  in  his  mind  the  be- 
fore rflentioned  fanguinary   ideas*     h  ^^^ 
two  inferior  places  fat  the  fquire  ?ind  o^J' 

'  ^-'^  "  /\   '     •    felt; 
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Telf,  who  tho*  we  were  not  much  interefted 
in    the  event  of  the  prefent  weighty  debate, 
yet  veiled  our  looks  with  a  fympathetic  feri- 
oufiiefs.     Well,    faya    my  friend,  with  au- 
thority,  to  a   man   and  woman  that  flood 
oppofite  to  hito,  '*  declare  to  me  the  nature 
'•  of  the  patient's  cafe/*     *^'Oh  !  lord  fir," 
fays  the  woman,  "  I  am  fure  J  do  not  know 
^^  what  is  the  matter,  now  and  then  he's 
**  hot,  and  now    and  then  he's  cold,    and 
**  then  he. begins  fleeping,  and  fleeps/  lord 
♦*  blefs  my  heart !  as  if  he  never  intended 
*^  to   wake  again.,    I   am  fure  he   flept   fo 
*^  much  yefterday,  that  I  was  obliged  to  go 
^*  and  call  the  prieft  to  try  and  wake  him 
^'  by  faying  prayers  to  him.     And  then  he 
*'  has  not  been  to  ftool,    no,  not  for  thefe 
^'  three  days.     I  am  fure  I  had  rather  fee 
^'  fomething  come  out  of  him,  than  a  piece 
**  of  gold.     And  yet  we  have  given  him  all 
^*  the  niceft  things  we  could  to  nourifli  him, 
^*  but  he  does  not  feem  to  take  them  with  a 
f^  bit  more  relifh  than  nothing  at  all.    I  am 
P  b  4  /'  fwre 


4i 
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4^  fure  I  have  not  flept  for  thefe  three  nightt 
*^  for  iitting  up  watching  Hina,  and  Ihve 
^*  kept  his  bed  gnd  his  room    as  much  in 
/  order  as  I  could,  and  I  have  iCleaned  the 
*'  walls;  at^  the  head  qf  his  bed,  and  I  put 
"  him  on  A  ckan  fliirt  yefterd^ay,  for  to  be 
**  furp  he  had  wore  the  other  a  inatter  of  x 
•^  fortnight,  and  it  wa?  fo  dirty  you  could 
hardly  fee  a  fpeck  of  white  in  |t,  afl(2  7^' 
notwithftanding    fot    «    countryman  his 
♦^  linea  is  very  white."  *^  I  do  not  doubt  it," 
fays  the  dodor,  ^^  but  I  want  to  know  at 
^*  prefept  th^  ftate  of  ipy  patient,  not  that 
^'  of  his  linen.      Do^s   he  do  this  ?— Yes, 
^^  Does  he  do  that? — Yes.     Does  his  head 
*' pain  him*?— Yes.    Very  well.     Now  the/? 
♦*  let  ]us  proceed  to   perfpiial  ejfaiiihiation. 
**  And    accordingly  we  went  in  proc^ffion 
into  the    patient's    room.      Upon    pur  en- 
trance into  the  iick  man's  apartrn^t  man} 
queftions  were  made  and  anfwered,    W 
he  had  a  violent  feve?:  upon  him,  yet  hevi^«^ 

'  not  fpmid  fo  bad  ^s  was  ^^cpefted,  and  2IJ 

thoughts 
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thoughts   of  the    horfe-blifters    were    laid 
afide   till  another  opportunity.     Nothing  I 
think  was  ordered  but  a  clyfter  and  fbme 
other  emollient  things^    In  the  mean  time  the 
eyes  of  the  woman  hung  upon  the  doftor, 
^s  if  to  read  his  thoughts  concerning   the 
fate  of  her  hufbaxid.     At  length  fhe  a&ed,  as 
if  addreffing  an  oracle,    what   he  thought 
would  be  the  eveot  of  the  diforder.    The 
dod(&r  gave  her  ambiguous  hopes,  that  with 
•care  her  hufeand would  recover.  "  Oh!  blefe 
♦*  your  heart,  fays  iht,  and  do  you  think  (o  ? 
*^  Well,  lam^'fure  I  have  prayed  day  aivdiiighl 
•^  for  it  to  the  blefled  Virgin.  But  pray  what 
**  muft  I  give  him  to  eat,  for  poor  thing  k  has 
*'  nq  nourifliment  at  all  in  its  ftomach,  and  we 
**  have  a  nice  young  kid  juft  killed,  in  the 
^'  houfe  I   Kid }  replied  the   doftor,   flaring, 
**  give  him  fome  tea  and  other  diluting  li^ 
•*  quors.'*  As  this  Indian  herb  is  only  ufed  me- 
dicinally in  Italy,  fl>e  did  nqt.feena  to  know 
very  well  what  it  meant,  but  being  informed 
f hat  fhe  might  get  it  at  the  apothecary^s,  (he 
^  ?j)pearQ4 
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contented^  and  a  fine  beverage  I  fuppofe  (he 
will  make  of  it.     She  then  took  out  a  little 
.  roll  of  paper  from  the  corner  of  her  pocket 
handkerchief,  in  which  I  fuppofe  was  money, 
as  (he  gave  it  the  dodor,  who  fecmed  to  re- 
ceive it  without  confidering  the  hard  hands 
from  whence  it  was  wrung.     However  fliil'- 
lings  go  here  as  far  as  guineas  in  England, 
but  having  got  what  we  wanted,  we  left  the 
room  in  the  fame  order  we  entered  it.    Upon 
our  return  <q  the  fquire's  we  were  peftered  all 
the  way   with  cguotry    people  poining   to 
aik  our  opinion  of  difeafps,   women   with 
abortipns,  girls  with  hyfteric?  an(l  I  do  not 
know  what  all.     After  ftealing  a  trophy  of 
flowers  from  the  fquire's  garjien,  we  returned 
.home* 
» 

Yefterday  before  I  went  out  on  horfeback 
a  curious  fcene  pafled  in  my  room.  As  my 
landlord  and  1  had  laughingly  told  a  folitary 
Jew  merchant  eftabliflied  here,  that  wehii- 
{ep4e4  to  make  hin>  ^  Qhnfti^n,  and  th^t 
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hen  ive  would  fight  which  fhould  have  him 
he   Roman  catholics  or  the  proteflants,  yel- 
:erday  being  his  fabbath,  (faturday,)  and  ha-* 
/ing  nothiiig  to  do,  he  appeared  with  a  great 
book  tmder  his  arm.     When  he  was  entered 
into   my  room  he  fat  down  with  civility  and 
gravity,    and  opened  his  formidablfe'  tome, 
which  proved  to  be, a  Hebrew  bible,  telling 
xne,  that  now  he  was  ready  to  diipute  with 
me*     My  landlord  was  below  flairs  looking 
at  his  horfe.  I  fent  to  defire  him  to  come  up, 
which  accordingly  he  did,  and  having  heard 
of  Sabbath  the  Jew's  great  book,  he  ftalked 
in  majeftically   with  a  ftill  greater,  which 
was  a  coUedion  of  the  lives  of  faints.     Sab- 
bath very  civilly  enquired  what  ftupendous 
volume  that  might  be,  and  when  he  was  in* 
formed  it  was  a  legendary  of  faints,  faid  very 
humbly  thaf  he  hoped  we  would  excufe  him, 
if  he  did  not  give  any  credit  at  a|l  to  its  au- 
thority.    I  could  not  avoid  joining  him  in  my 
^oubts  of  the  whole  of  it  being  true.     My 
landlord  fog  feemed  alfo  to  give  it  up  b^ 


S^       LETTERS    FRQM 

ihutting  its  enormous  page.     Upd9  this  ^ 
recurred  to  a  Latin  bible,  but  Sabbath  tdd 
us  lie  knew  nothing  of  the   Unguagei  and 
deiired  us  to  tell  liim  the  chapter  anj  verfe 
of  our  quotations,  and  he  would  recur  tohii 
own  book.     The  firft  paflage  wc  fele<9£d  wjs 
the  famous  prophecy  in  Genefis,   that  **  the 
*•  fcepter  (hall  not  depart  from  Judah  ptil 
^^  Shildii   come,'*  which  the  Latin  vcrfiou 
senders  the  Mefiiah,  or^  qui  mittcfuks  ifi ;  but 
the  Jew  faid  be  couid  find  no  f\2ch  Vierfeia 
the  original.    Not  being  gble  to  coRtradiA 
him,  from  our  ignorance  in  $he  Hebrew  lan^ 
guage,  we  todk  Ihelter  undar  the  well  known 
words  of,  **  a  Virgin  fliall  conceive  and  bear 
^  a  fon  ;^  but  Sabbath  tc4d  tjft  the  expr effion 
meant  only  a  young  woman  in  his  book,  aod 
that  the  fa£l  came  to  pafs  in  the  days  of  He* 
zekiah.     We  then  ranfacked  our  memories 
for  the  other  prophecies  in  the  oM  teftameiit, 
relating  to   Chrift,  but  Sabbath  knocked  us 
down  with  texts  he.  recited  in  Hebrew,  of 
which  we  could  not  underftand  a  word.  Tic 


GERMANY,    ITALY,    &p.    3^7 

fary  hiving  once  feittd  him,  he  began  irad* 
kig  aiid  oveniheiming  us  with  the  Hebi-ew 
bible,  and  would  harve  jnit  xis  to  the  rout  foir 
want  ^  being  capable  to  return  any  anfweri 
if 'We  had  not  beeri  informed  that  the  horfe* 
were  ready^  whith  ended  our  converfation 
anddifputej 

•  'tJpett  ttiy  word  X  cfteem  the  Jews  a  verf 
|iafl3cal*r  hatiott  to  be  fo  perfecuted  as  they 
are  overy  where,  and  yet  not  abandon  the 
faith  6^vthteir  ^neeftors.  The  courage  alfd 
with  which  fettieof  them  maintain  their  reli*- 
glon  in  fpight  of  oppcrfftion  is  not  A  Ilttfe  re^ 
markable.  Yefterday  wiieh  we  were  laughing 
and  faying  to  Sabbath,  "  ah !  never  fear  we 
**  will  make  you  a.Chriftian  in  time.'*  ."  No, 
•^•4ays  he,  gentlemen,  it  is  impoffible.  Tho^ 
'*  I  do  wrong  to  fay  it  is  impoffible,  for  God 
•*•  may  deprive  me  of  the  light  of  reafon,  how- 
•*  eve*  while  the  leaft  ray  of  that  remains  there 
•'isiio  fearof  my  not  continuing  firm  to  my 
**  'fdlgiofi/'  One  that  was  executed  at  Rome 

fome 
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fome  years  ago,  notwithftanding  ^  tbej 
could  doy  and  you. know  the  Roman  catho 
lies  fpare  no  pains  to  propagate  their  religion, 
could  not  be  brought  in  the  lead  tittle  to 
abate  his  ideas  of  Judaifm*  With  the  fame 
fpirit  they  have  expired  at  the  ftake  in  Spaia 
and  Portugal,  when  they  could  fave  their 
lives  at  the  very  laft  inftant  by  only  faying 
they  enxbraced  the  Roman  catholic  reL'« 
gion.  In  (hort,  the  Jews  are  certain!/ 
very  tenacious  of  their  dodrines,  which  I  do 
not  doubt  proceeds  from  their  flattering 
themfelves  with  being  convinced  of  the 
truth  of  them,  and  not  from  obflinacyi  as 
the  Roman  catholics  imagine. 


Tucfday,  half  after  7  in  the  momii^, 
September  I,  1761. 

M  Y  little  ball  flourifhed  laA  night,  as 
two  or  three  young  ladies  made  their  appear^ 
ance  who  had  not  been  here  before,  but  I 
was  obliged  to  give  them  all  falioe  draughts, 

as 
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as.the  fnow  and  fait  had  mixed  itfelf  with 
our  peach  juice  through  a  little  hole  worn 
In  ^ur  freezing  machine*.  Sebaftian  was 
very  droll  when  he  difcovered  the  accident. 
Well,  fays  he,  this  is  not  to  be  borne  !  I 
ij)ent  fo  many  hours' (counting  them  upon 
his  fingers,)  in  pounding  the  peaches,  fo 
many  in  doing  this,  and  fo  many  in  doing 
that,  and  here  in  a  few  mln«es  the  wbore/on 
fait  is  come  in  to  Ipoil  every  thing  !  In 
Ihprt,  his  rage  mounted  to  fuch  a  pitch,  that 
I  do  not  believe  he  would  have  attempted  to 
fave  what  little  of  the  Jlmhet  (the  Itahaa 
name,  forbetto,  for  iced  things,)  was  yet 
untainted,  if  I  had  not  reminded  him  of  it. 
Upon  this  he  fet  himfelf  to  work  to  get  out 
wh^t  he  could,  and  did  Ikim  off  fome  of  the 
top,  which  was  not  quite  fo  much  impreg* 
nated  with  brine  as  the  reft,  but  ftiU  might 
be  recommended  where  falts  ire  ordered  to 
be  taken. 


LET. 
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LETTER        XXXVn. 


Bibbiena^  half  after  9  in  the  mornii)|^ 
Monday,  September  7,  1761, 

ESTERDAY  after  dinner  my  landlwJ 
and  I  paid  a  melancholy,  but  curious  vifit, 
to  the  brother  of  the   bilhop    of  Sammi- 
niato,  who  fome  da}^s  ago  loft  his  fenfes. 
By  confuling  his  brain  with  reading  a  num- 
ber of  books  upon  religion,  he  is  run  rei* 
gioufly  mad.    Upon  our  entering  the  room 
he  knew  \js,  and  made  us  tolerably  fcnfibk 
compliments  as  he  lay  inbed,  but  all  on  a  fud- 
den,  he  cried  out,  ^  Fiat !  oh,  almighty  word 
'*  that  produced  the  world  out  of  nothing. 
He  then  fet  himfelf  to  count  with  ^is  fingcrj» 
Ifive,  feven,  feven  and  a  half,  &c-  and  then  oce 
day.  "  If  I  live  that  time,  I  (hall  live  two  ages. 
•*  As  for  you,  fays  he,  pointing  tomc,youwill 
"  go  into  limbo.'*    In  ihort,  he  uttered  rsxsif 

-  incohcr*^ 
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feohefeiit  thitigs.  YoU  knowi  I  prefUme, 
what  limbo  is  ?  The  Roinan  catholics,  be- 
fides  heaveii  &nd  hell^  have  two  other  divi^ 
lions  in  the  invifible  wttrld,  which  tve  know 
nothing  of;  Thefe  tvVo  tltlexplored  places 
are  pufgatbfy  dnd  limbo.  Purgafolry  is  that 
intermediate  ftite  between  heaven  and  hell> 
where  thofe  who  arc  not  virtuous  enough  to 
enjoy  immiedlately  the  former,  nOr  bad 
enough  to  be  cbudemhed  to  the  latter j  afe 
purged  lik'e  gold  in  the  fire  from  kht  fins 
that  hang  abbut  them,  and  leaving  which 
in  the  flames  like  drbfs,  they  moutit  pure 
and  uncontaminated  to  the  heavenly  man- 
fions*  liinibo  is  a  difFerent  phce>-  for  thofe 
who  ate  guiltlefs  of  any  fcrime,  and  yet 
upon  account  of  nOt  being  regenerated  by 
the  waters  of  b^ptifm  are  tinable  to  enter 
the  gates  of  bhfs;  Under  this  number  come 
all  unchriftened  babes  and  righteous  perfons 
before  the  cdming  of  Chrift^  exCept  the 
patfiarchs,  whom  our  Sivlour j  when  he  went 
down  to  hell  after  his  crucifixion,  delivered 
Vol.  IIL  C  c  from 
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from  the  coniincment  of  limbo.     For  by ; 
accounts,  it  is  i  aafty  dark  ugly  place,  and 
well  as  purgatory  adjoinipg  to  hell.    Buti 
return  to  our  madman,  *•  Who.  is  there^  faj 
*^  he,  ftariftgi  amojig  you  all,    that  knon 
•*  how  to   write  quick  and  well  ?     I  offere 
^*  myfelf;    Pen  and  ink  thea   for  the  gee 
**  Uemari/'  fays  he^    A  pen  and  ink  wzj 
|)ut  inta  my  hand  fron>  off  a  tablis  ]\i&  bj 
**  Well,   fir#   you  Will  be  *fb  good  toic' 
"  tatc/'  ^,  write,  ^af — I  have  writtco  '^i 
**  write    recipe^^l    have    done    it-     No«' 
*'  a     drop,   of    water    dropped    upoa  tk 
*'  flames  of  hell  from  all  eternity.    Thea 
he  talked  fpmething  about  God^s  dying, 
fliort,   uttered  a  deal    of  incoherent  U 
which,  inilead  of  pleaiing,  would  be 
tireibme  and  (hocking  for  you  to  read.  H 
faid  we  fhould  be  all  gardeners  in  paradii^ 
alked  his  wife  whether  the  remembered  ti 
time  when  her  mother  was  born,  witht\^'e^' 
other  melancholy  abfurdities*     A.t  lail,  ^ 
pills  of  laudanum  capae  in,  for  his  phyfici2i 


ntd 
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wanted  to  get  him  to  fleep  a  little,  which 
he  had  not  done  fince  he  was  firft  fcized 
with  his  delirium  4^  •  There  was  much  diffi- 
culty in  getting  him  to  fwallow  this  foporific 
medicine,  which  he  did>  however,  at  lafl, 
fwearing  he  had  got  the  devil  incarnate  iix 
his  ftomach*  I  then  retired  with  the  reft  of' 
the  company,  for  it  was  the  univerfal  opi- 
nion that  keeping  him  talking  made  him 
worfe.  Even  tho*  we  converfed  among  our- 
felves,  he  would  take  up  the  laft  word  ,  we 
faid  as  an  echo,  and  add  fomething  of  his 
own  to  it.  Upon  my  return  home,  I  found 
my  landlord's  wife  and  daughters  in  the 
ftreet  very  much  frightened;  for  another 
madman  raving  had  pafled  by  them,  and 
abufed  them  terribly.  I  think  we  are  got 
into  the  country  of  people  out  of  their 
fenfes.  It  feems  this  is  a  man  efcaped 
from  Arezzo.  He  was  a  hajndfome  fellow, 
and  did  not  look  like  a  low  perfon.  He  fright- 
ened a  good  many  people  yefterday  night. 
The  poteftk  or  magiftrate  was  to  blame  in 

C  c  3  not 
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iiot  having  put  hxtti  into  prifon*  However, 
as  this  officer  is  juft  come,  I  beliere  te 
liardly  knew  in  which  part  of  his  houfefe 
prifbns  flood.  For  in  every  potefterla  c: 
refidcnce  of  the  potefta  there  are  alwaj? 
certsttn  rooms  fet  apart  for  the  confinenie:^ 
of  diforderly  perfon*.  However,  I  tb'ui 
fome  country  people,  who  found  the  mad- 
man lying  upon  a  bench  quite  tired,  Ihot 
bim  into  a  cellar  for  the  night.  This  morn- 
ing he  was  either  let  or  got  loofe,  for  he  ran 
down  to  the  river  Veffa,  where  he  ftrippe:! 
himfelf,  and  pelted  ftones  at  tliofe  who  at- 
tempted to  come  near  hin:i«  However,  ke 
was  at  laft  taken,  and  by  this  time  may  k 
near  Arezzo,  where  they  were  to  conduf: 
him.  I  do  not  know  how  they  came  tofi^Kl 
that  he  belonged  to  that  city# 

Bibbiena,  half  after  9  m  the  mOTningj 
Tuefdajr,  September  8,  1761. 

THE  laudanum  thaf  was  given  to  tk 
bilhop's  brother  the  day  before  yefterda/, 

tW 
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:lio'  in  a  pretty  large  quantity,  had  no  efiedl 

111    makkig  him  fleep*     I  think  they  fay  it 

aiade  hinn  lie  without  fpeaking  in  a  fort  of 

lethargy  for  about  two  hours,  but  ftlU  with 

his  eyes  open.  .  I  had  a  vifit  yafterday  from 

a  philofopher,  who  came  fome  miles  to  con- 

verfe  with  me.     I  have  long  expected  hi8 

appearance,  but  what  delayed  him  was  his 

having  no   coat,   for  he  lives  wild  in  the 

TOoods  like  a  hermit,  with  only-  a  kind  of 

waiftcoat  the  country  people  wear.    He  was 

obliged,  therefore,  to  fend  to  Arezzo  for  a 

fiiit  of  clbaths,  in  which  he  has  done  me 

the  honor  of  vifiting  me.     He  was  once 

fecretary  of  the  finances  at  Floren<:ei  and 

was  protected  by  Ginori,  thea  governor  of 

Leghorne,    who,    if  he  had  lived,    would 

probably  have  been  made  regeftt  of  Tufcany, 

but  his  death  deftroyed  the  hopes    of  hi« 

native  country,  and  ruined  his  frienid.    Count 

Richecourt,  who  naturally   hated  the.fup* 

pofed    fucceflbr    to   his   honors,   upon   his 

de^tlj  difcountenanced   all   thofe   who  h^^ 

C  c  3  beea 
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been  protefted  by  him.  Qur  philofophef 
loft  his  place  with  many  others,  and  rctird 
immediately  ambng  thefe  woods  to  pafs  \h 

days  in  ftudy  and  retirement.     He  fpends. 

• 

however,   a  little    time   of  the    winter  s 
Arezzo,  where  he  keeps  his  fuit  of  cloath?, 
which  he  fent  for  to  appear  before  mc.    fi 
feems  a  fenfible  man^  but  has  an  amazing 
volubility  of  fpeech.     What  he   (ays   I  be- 
lieve is  true  enough,  that  he  has  found  more 
felicity  fince  his  literary  retirement  amongfi 
the  mountains,  than  he  did  during  all  his 
expeftations  and  buiinefs,  while  his  friend 
Ginori  lived.      **  Ah !   cried   he,    you  can 
**  never  imagine  the  uncertainties,  uneafr 
•*  neffes  and  fatigues  bcJth  of  body  and  mind 
**  I  underwent  in  the  height  of  my  profpe- 
**  rity.     I  was  a  flave  to  every  pcrfbn,  but  I 
**  now  am  free,  and  mafler  of  myfelf.    The 
**  little  I  have  fuffices  for  my  folitude,  which 
**  is  not  tedious,  while  I  have  my  boots  to 
^*  divert  me.     Air  and  exercife  has  re-efta- 
^*  bliflied  my  health,  but  what  I  moft  prize 

ffis 
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.'  is  that  peace  of  mind,  which  is  returned 
•  to  me,  and  which  I  had  loft  in  the  tUf 
/  multuous  fcenes  of  public  life.'*  This 
ealljr  edifying  converfation  was  carried  on 
till  farther,  without  my  haying  hardly  an 
)pportunity  of  putting  in  a  ^yord,  ,  when 
Tiy  phiiofopher  took  leave  of  me,  ignorant 
Df  my  way  of  thinking,  thp'  he  had  (p 
sopioufl^  difplayed  his  owh^ 


Cc4  LET- 
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Bibbicna^  half  after  ^leven,  morniog, 
Sunday,  September  13,   1761. 

JL  H I S  place  affording  nothing  nf^w  I  will 
give  you  fpme  letters  pf  the  prince  of  San 
Severo  of  Naples,  Xo  cavalier  Giraldi  of  Flo- 
rence,  which  the  propofto  of  thi^  place  has 
ponjinunicatcd  to  me,  and  which  relate  to  a 
perpetual  fire  that  prinpe  flatters  himfelf  to 
Jiave  fouiid  out, 

7'ke  Prince  of  San  S(veroUfirJi  Letter^ 

^^  I  will  now  faithfully  maintain  the  pro- 
♦^  mife  I  made  ypu  ^n  my  h^  week*s  lettefi 
^*  and  will  giye  you  a  full  relation  pf  my 
f'  wonderful  difcoyery*  I  thought  I  ftiould 
*f  have  been .  able  to  have  comprifed  every 
?*  thing  in  pne  ktter,  but  J  fifxd  I  fhall  have 

M  ma  tt« 
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^*  matter  enough  for  three  or   four,  and  I 

^*  think  it'  better  to  keep  your  curiofity  in 

?*  fufpenfe  than  to  give  you  a  long  tedious 

^*  letter  at  one  time.     The  fad  then. is  as 

^*  follows.     Having  applied  myfelf  to  a  chy-- 

^*  mical  operation  in   order   to  make   fome 

^'  phyfical  experiments,  after  I  had  labored 

**  for  at  leaft  four  months,  it  happened  one 

^*  evening  in  the  latter, end  of  November, 

*'  that  in  opening,  about  an  hour  and  a  half 

**  after  fun-fet,  four  phials  I  had  before  me 

*^  upon  a  little  table,  the  matter  contaiiaied 

^^  in  one  of  them,  and  which  weighed  feven 

**  grains   lefs   than   the   fourth  part   of  afi 

^^  ounce,  being  accidently  held  by  me  pretty 

*^  near  a  wax^candle,  took  firei  and  fent. forth 

**  a  conftant  lively  flame  of  a  yellowifli  colour* 

*^  I  remained'  fo  confufed  at  this  unexpefted' 

*^  accident  that  I  did  not  immediately  know 

^*  what  to  do.    At  laft  I  pulled  out  my  hand- 

^^  kerchief  in  a  hurry  to  take  the  phial,  with4 

f*  put  burning  myfelf,  off  the  table -where' it 

i^hj^n  was^  and  put  it  upon  another  table 

*^that 
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**  that  was  juft  by,  I  did  this,  as  I  was  afraid 
**  of  the  phial's  burfting-with  the  heat,  and 
f*  that  the  fire,  if  fcattered  about    the  table, 
•*  might  light  likewife  the  combuftible  par- 
**  tides  contained  in  the  other  three  phials, 
*'  which  were  open  too.     You  will  tell  mc 
•*  perhaps,  that  I  ihould  have  done  wifer  in 
"  taking  the  three  old  phials  off  the  table' 
V  than  in  touching .  that  which*  was  allk 
•'  flames  with  Evident  danger  of  burning  mj- 
^*  fclf.     But  I  do  jidt  kndw,  if  yoii  was  to 
**  find  yourfelf  In  as  great  a  confiifion  as  I 
*^  was  theiy,  but  jou  might  have  done  the 
*.*  fanae.  I  took  it  then,  as  I  faid,  in  pay  hands, 
*'*  but  inftead   of  finding  the  glafs   burning 
**  hot,  as  I  had  imagined,  it  was  little  more 
**  than  luke-warm,  fo  that  I  could  hold  it 
**  without  putting  myfelf  to  the  leafi;  pain 
•*  in  my  bare  hand.     After  it  had  burned  fix 
*'  continued  hours  updri  the  table,  I  was  fur* 
Hprixed  to  fiild  the  flangte  juft  is  full  and 
"lively. as  it  wis  the  firft  inftant.     How- 
f^  cverl.  thought  of  going  td  bed  aod  of  put* 

V  ting 
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^*  ting  out  the  flame»  What  dftorjiflied  me 
?*  ftill  more  was,  that  in  cxtinguiihing  the 
?*  flame  with  the  glafs  ftoppcr  belonging  to 
^^  the  phjal,  I  found  th^e  glafs  oaly  pfeferved 
?*  the  very  felf?fam^  degree  of  luke^Warmth, 
?^  as  it  had  when  I  put  it  upon  the  table, 
'  **  notwithftanding  the  fire  had  heea  burning 
f^  for  fix  hours.  ; The  next  morning  I  got  up 
**  very  early,  not  having  been  able  to  fleep 
■  ^  upon  account  of  the  many  ideas  that  Were 
•f  rolling  in  my  mind,  and  ran  immediately 
f^  to  my  phiaL  I  opened  it  and  attempted 
f*  to  light  the  matter  contained  in  it,  but  it 
•*  was  not  poffible  to  do  it.  I  b^an. turning 
f  *  it  with  an  ivory  bodkin,  when  a  momcn- 
•*  tary  flame  juft  (hot  out  from  it,  like  what 
*•  proceeds  from  fpirits  of  wine,  when  they 
*f  are  iiot  well  re^^eJy  and  ftill  retain  a  great 
•  f  deal  of  phkghnu  In  (hort  I  trkd  every 
f*  thing  I  could  to  light  it  but  all  in  vain. 
?*  After  haying  made  thefe  fruitlefs  endea- 
f f  vours  it  came  into  my  head  to  weigh  it, 
f  f  as  it  did  not  fcem  to  nae  to  be  a  Iwt  dimi- 

'     f*  nilhed 


412  LETTERS     FROM 

**  niflied  in  bulk,  and  to  bejuft  of  the  fame 
^'  cpnfiften^y  as  the  evening  before  upon  Its 
^'  taking  fire,  which  was  pretty  near  thatcf 
f*  {oft  buttet  in  fummer  time.     Upon  my 
f*  weighing-  it  I  found  to  my  great  furprize 
*^  that  it  was  not  diminifiied  an  atom  of  its 
^*  original  -  weight.     What  think  you  now, 
'*  my  dej^r  friend  ?  Does  the  cafe  begin  to 
<'  grow  ferious  and  furprizing  or   no  ?  But 
^'  this  I  am  certain  will  only  be  the  firft  de- 
♦' gree  of   your !  aftonifhment*     What  had 
*^  happened  filled   my  mind  with   ib  many 
**  different  thoughts,  that  for  two   or  three 
'^  days  I  was  not  capabb  of  attending  to  any 
?'  thing  elfe.     I  locked  myfelf  up   in  my 
^*  room,  .apd  fpent  ^U  my  tiiwe  in  meditating 
**  ppon  what  had  happened,  and  in  forming 
^^fyft§ms,  which  had  better  foundations  than 
^^.mere  hypothcfis,  .  At.laft  I  relblved  tocon- 
*'  tinue  my  experiments,  that  I  might  be 
*^  more  certain  of  them,  and  better  able.t<> 
y  inyeftigate  the!  reafons  of  this  wonderful 
^^  phenqftifiiQn,     Jt  ^aiRp  into  my  h?ad  to 
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'^  make  a  fort  of  candle   of  my  materials, 
'  ^  arid  in  confequehce  of  this  idea  I  took  part 
^'  of  the  matter  that;  was  in  the' three  re- 
*^  maining  phials,  and  .put  it  into  a  little  tube' 
**  that  had  a  cover  to  it  and  a  hole  in  the* 
**  middle  of  the  cover.     I  put  a  Ibrt  of  fnufF' 
**  through   this  hole  made  of  thac  matter' 
which'  chymifts  are  well  acquaiaited.  with>  * 
and  which  does  not  receive  any  damage' 
*'  from  fire.     I  had  rubbed  it  over  and  over 
**  again  with  tfee  before  mentioned  compofi- 
^^  tion.  Having  done  this,  I  applied  a  candle' 
*•  to  that  end  of  it  which  ftuck  out  of  the 
"  hole,  but  notwlthftanding  whatever  I  <Sould 
*'  do,  I  could  never  get  it  to  take  fire*     You 
**  can  not  imagine  how  melancholy  I  remain- ' 
"  ed  on  feeing  all  my  hopes  prove  fruitlefs.' 
"'  At  laft  I  refolved  to  take  away  the  fnufF* 
*^  and  the  cover  from  the  tube  and-,  fet  fire  to 
•' the  matter  itfelf,  which  I  did  not  doubt' 
**  would'  burft  out  into  a  flame,  as-  it  had  done 
"  the  evening  before.     But  all  my  attempts' 
?^  proved  in  vain.     I  fat  myfelf  down  in  a 
.1  "fort 
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"  fort  of  dcfpair  in  a  great  chair,  and  after 
'^  having  refleded  fome  time>  k  came  into 
^^  mj  head,  that  the  fmall  quantity  of  the 
^  matter  might  be  the  reafon  of  its  not  taking 
•*  fire.    This  gave  me  frefli  courage,  and  I 
•*  refblved  to  try  a  fecond  time.  Accordingly 
I  put  the  covef  and  fnu^  again  upon  my 
tube,,    wiithout  however   clofing   it    quite 
dpwn«     Having  done  this   I  placed   the 
tube  in  mj  little  icaleS|  and  began  tx>  add 
**  frefli  matter  to  the  former  with  the  end  of 
*'  my  bodkin.     What  I  had  flattered  myfelf 
"  happened^  for  I  had!  no  fooner  by  little  and 
**  Uttlc  added  frefh  matter  till  the  whole  ar- 
'^  rived  to  the  weight  of  feven  and  twenty 
"  grains  kfe  than  the  fourth  part  of  an  ounce^ 
*•  exclufive  of  the  weight  of  the  fiiufi;  when 
immediately  upon  my  holding  a  wax  can- 
dle to  it,,  the  fnu (Flighted,  notwithftand- 
ing  I  had  tried  fo  many  times  before  to  do 
"it  in  vain*     You  may  imagine  what  plea- 
••  fure  this  gave  me,  and  in  order  to  afcertaiu 
"  whether  the  exafl:  quantity  of  matter  then 

employed 
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•'  empXojTed  was  ncMflkry,  Irli^Bed.tiiefauff 

•'  and  cover  up  a. little^  and  bjegan  witji  the 

^^  but-T^d  of  my  bodldn  to  take  outjthe 

**  matter  by  degrees  as  I  had  put  it  in.     But 

**  I   had  hardly  taken  more  than  tl;if  weight 

**  of  a  grain  away  thapi  the  flame  began  to 

•'be  agitated  in  fiich  a  manner  that  it  was 

**  juil  ready  to  be  extinguifhed.    I  with  aH 

•^  hafte  poffible    put  into     the   tube    again 

•*  the  quantity  of  matte;*  I  had  taken  outi 

**  and  the  flame  immediately  reafliimed  its 

**  former   fpirii;  and   tranquil  ftate.      This 

**  flame  was  lefs  than  that  which  wax  or  oil* 

**  lights  give,  and,  as  I  have  already  faid,  in- 

*' dining  to  a  yellowifli  colour.     I  tried  to 

*•  hold  my  finger  about  foiir  inches  above  it, 

**  but  the  heat  was  fo  exceffive  that  I  was 

*'  obliged  to  retire  it   immediately-      Upon 

"  holding  a  candle  to  it,  it  lighted  it  directly 

**  like  all  other  common   lights.      If  you 

**  moved  a  pieCe  of  white  paper  over  it,  it 

"  became  black  with  the  fmoke.     It  gave 

*'  indeed    but  -  a   dijnmiih    light,.  *  however 

enough 
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*'  enough  W  read  the  mftft  niinute  writingi 
**  I  refdlved  to  try  the  expeririient  of  put- 
"  ting  more  df  the  rbattdr  I  had  compofed 
*^  to  it,  for  as  by  takirig  i.  faiall  portion  of 
**  it  away  I  had  obferved  the  flame  was  very 
•*  near  going  out,  I  thought  that  by  adding 
•*  a  greiter  quantity  it  muft  coafiderably  en- 
*^  creafc  in  ftrength  and  brijghthefs.  1  ac- 
**  cdrdingly  put  my  rdfolution  into  execu- 
*•  tion,  arid  with  the  but-end  of  the  bodkin 
**  by  little  atid  little  put  in  all  that  remained 
**  in  the  phial,  and  which  with  tKe  former 
*•  weighed  twenty  grains  more  thaii  the 
**  fourth  part  of  an  ounce,  fo  that  1  added 
**  forty  feven  grains  of  matter.  But  I  faw 
**  that  this  addition  was  of  no  ufe  at  all, 
"  for  the  flame  remained  juft  as  little  ani 
**  pale  as  it  was  before.  I  imagined  at  firft 
^'  that  this  might  proceed  from  the  fnuffs 
*'  not  being  of  cotton.  But  having  made 
*^  another  of  the  fame  materials  and  exadly 
*'  fimilar,  and  having  put  it  into  fome  oU, 
*^  I   found  it  ftiade  juft  as  clear  and  long  a 

^      ^*  flame 
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flame  as  if  it  had  been  of  cotton;     Fr6m 
hence  I  concludfed  that  my  flanie's-riot  in*- 
creafxng  was  owing  to  the  matter^  and  not 
to  the  fnufE    Cotton  I  could  not  ufcj  as  I 
ihould  then  have  made  ah.  experiment  that 
would  hare  been  of  no  fervice  with  regard 
to  what  i  intended,  as  ybu  (hall  hear  here- 
after.    Haying  loft  all  hopes  therefore  of 
rendering  the  flatne  clearer  and  brighter,  I 
took   the  tube  with  the  burning  matter 
gently  up  in  my  hand  in  order  to  carry  it 
into  another  little  room  and  place  it  there* 
But  I  had  hiardly  gone  above  two  or  three 
fteps  j  than  the  flame  was  agitated  as  if  it 
had  been  in  a  high  wind,  when  on  the 
contrary  all  the  windows  were  (hut,  and 
there  was  not  the  leaft  air  could  enter  the 
room.     I  flopped  upon  this  account  and 
fet  ray  tube  upon  a  little  table  juft  by  me,, 
after  which  the  agitation  ceafed  in  great 
parti    tho'    not    entirely^      As    I  always 
though?  fome    little   wind  muft   be    the 
'  caiife  of  the  agitation,  I  took  a  fheet  of 
Vql»III.  Dd  "paper* 
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^  paper,  and  making  wkh  it  the  ibrt  of  Arreefl 
^  the  cocnmoH  peopk  ufe  in  the  ftreet^,  1 
♦•  put  my  flame  into  the  middle  erf  it^  Bat 
you  cam  never  itnagine  the  pain  I  felt  while 
I  waa  doing  thi^,  for  I  faw  my  dear  flame 
^  juft  upon  the  point  of  extinguilhing*  How^ 

.   **  ever  the  agitation  having  by  degrees  in 
^*  great  meafufe  ceafed,  i  took  the  tube  a 

,  •*  &cond  time  up  in  my  hand  and  moved  on 
**  (lowly  ftcp  after  ftep.  But  the  flame,  not- 
^*  withftanding  the  fcreen  that  defended  it 
•*  from  the  air,  moved  about  perhaps  more 
**  violently  than  it  had  done,  when  I  was 
^  carrying  it  without  it.  However  I  at  laft 
*^  got  it  into  the  little  room*  After  having 
•*  Ihut  the  windows  and  window  (butters,  I 
••  took  away  the  paper  that  furrotinded  it. 
•^  I  then  put  it  upon  a  little  table  with  one 
^  daw^  As  ibon  as  I  had  done  this,  I  ihut 
**  the  door  to  exclude  all  poffible  introduc- 
^  tion  of  air.  However  notwithftanding  all 
*•  my  care  the  agitation  of  the  Same  did  npt 
"  ceafe,  tho*  it  was  much  decreafed.  I  did 
I  '^  not 
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^  not  know  ithat  to  think  of  this  motkm, 
'  as  I  Was  certain  there  was  not  the  leaft 

*  wind  in  the  room^  and  a  thoufand  ideas 

*  crowded  upon  my  imagination.     But  by 

*  often  handling  the  tube  in  thefe  reveries^ 
^  I  found  that  if  I  raifed  the  tube  on  the 

*  right  hand  fide  of  it,  the  flame  went  up 
^  tranxjuilly  in  an  exad  pyramid  perpendi* 
'*  cular  to  the  horizon,  if  on  the  contrary  I 
'*  rofe  the  left  fide  of  the  tube,  the  agitation 
'*  inCreafed  prodigioufly.  This  experiment 
*'  convinced  me  that  the  matter  muft  lie  ho* 
"  rizontally  for  the  flame  to  be  fteady,  and 
'*  that  I  muft  have  a  table  perfedly  even 
•'  for  the  tube  to  ftand  perpendicularly  upon, 
•'  Having  levelled  one  exadly  by  means  of 
^*  a  plumbs  and  fet  my  light  upon  it,  the 
**  flame  became  quite  fteady,  and  remained  fo 
***even  tho'  I  opened  the  door  of  my  little 
^'  room.  This  new  difcovery  pleafed  me  ib 
**  ipuch,  that  I  fat  for  fome  hours  making 
'*  loye,  if  I  may  be  allowed  the  expreffion,  to  . 

my  niew  pfaenotpciion.  Aftex  having^opcned 
D  d  2  ••  the 
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*f  the  window  ihuttcrs,  tho'  I  left  my  wm- 

^  dow^  fhut,  I  went  but  of  the  little  roam 

^^  and  locked  Hhe  door  after  me.     I  intended 

*'  to  try  how  long  the  light  would  continue 

"  burning.     You  can  not  imagine  how  a:fli- 

•*  duous  I  was  at  all   times  in  vifiting  my 

•*  beltoved  obje£t.      Upon   my  entering   the 

room  I  always  felt  a  little  palpitation  for 

fear  I  Ihould  find  it  extinguifhed.     How- 

"  ever,  from  the  time  of  my  lighting-  it,  viz. 

•^  the  laft  day  of  November^  till  the  fecond 

"  of  the  month  of  March,  I  always  found  it 

•*  burnings  and  always  with  a  fteady  flame, 

•*  as  lively  and  as  high  as  at  the  beginning. 

*•  And  what  encreafed  my  aftonifhment  was, 

•*  that  upon  weighing  the  matter  the  afore- 

"  faid  feCond  of  March,  I  found  it  exaftly 

«*  of  the  fame  weight  as  it  was  three  months 

**  before,  when  I  firft  lighted  it.     I  do  not 

*^  doubt  but  you  will  have  laughed  at  me  in 

•*  the  Courfe  bfthis  letter  to  fee  my  little 

** Joys  and  fears,  and  you  will  think  I  am 

•*  becoine  a  downright  natural  philofopher. 

**  I  know 
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I  know  the  natural  philofophers  are  very 
*^  apt  to  raife  their  imagination  to  the  greateft 
**  height  for  the  moft  confummate  trifles^  ^ 
"  However  you  will  not  be  furprizcd  at  me, 
**  when  in  my  following  letters  you  Ihall 
**  hear  the  reft  of  this  remarkable  event. 
"  But  you  muft  content  yourfelf  now  with 
*^  my  not  being  willing  to  give  you  any  far- 
*^  ther  trouble  at  prefent,  for  I  do  not  doubt 
"  but  you  are  fufEciently  tired  with  the 
*^  length,  of  my  letter.    I  remain  &c. 


D  d  3  LET- 
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Bibbiena,  9  o'clock  in  the  morniDg, 
Saaday,  Sept,  20^  1761. 

Prin^  fif  San  Sever o\  f^c^  Z#^3(ter. 

xVfT^R  haying. fiyen  yw  ia  fflj 
firft  letter  of  1^  week  the  firft  ^xpeiiiuent 
I  made  upon  my  extraordinary  phenomc-l 
**  non,  fiamely,  of  weighing  it,  an4  ixah^ 
•♦  it  juft  of  the  f^me  weight  after  ^hrec 
**  pionth^  hurtling  as  it  yvras  before,  I  "^^ 
**  now  continue  you  a  defcriptioq  of  the  va- 
*  ■  riou?  other  experiments  I  made  with  re- 
^^  gard  to  my  perpetual  firg.  Tb?  fa^ 
••  experiment  I  tried  was,  to  put  my  ^^^ 
^*  in  the  middle  pf  a  fort  of  lan|hp.rn  of 
•^  pafte-board,  which  had  no  effect,  tilH 
•^  attempted  to  place  z,  piece  of  pafte-boarc 
*•  on  the  top  to  cover  it,  which  if  I  had  »o^ ' 

"  been 
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'  been  very  ijukk  in  taking  off  againtmjr 

*  li^hjt:  began  td  trciiibk  fo  much,  thai  it 

*  would  cjukkly  hare  gone  out.    And  yet* 

*  there  could  be  no  want  af  air,  for  the 

*  cover  did  not  ftnt  the  lanthom  down  fo' 
^  clofe,   but  that  a  great  deal  mufl:  hsive 

*  come  in^  enough  for  any  other  light,  to 
^  have  burned  jufl:  the  fame  as  if  the  coFer 
^  had  not  been  p^t  on*    I  then  made  a  hole 

*  about  as  big  as  my  little  finger  in  one  of 
^*  the  fides  of  the  Hnthorn,  whiph  were 
^  of  pafte-board^  one  being  made  of  glafs, 
^*  in  ordej  that  I  might  he  able  to  obfenre 
^*  every  thing.  After  having  done  this,  | 
^*  put  the  lid  on  again,  and  found  that  the 
^*  light  trembled  a  little,  but  did  not  give 
^*  any  figns  of  going  out.  What  furprized 
•*  me  was,  that  its  direction  was  no  longer 
^*  vertical,  but  inclined  directly  towards  that 
•'  hole  I  had  made  in  the  fide  of  the  pafte-f 
^*  board.  I  then  ftopt  it  up,  and  made  another 
^*  hornzontal  to  the  light,  the  direction  of 
*^  which,  likewife,  immediately  became  ho^ 

D  d  4  *'  .ri^ontal, 
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^*  rizontal.  I  then  made  a  third  below  it, 
*^  flopping  up  the  fecond,  but  I  ha(}  no 
•^  fooner  covered  it,  than  the  light  gave 
*^  evident  iigns  of  going  out,  if  I  had  not 
^^  been  very  quick  in  taking  fhe  cover  of 
•^  the  fecond  hole  off  again." 

But  I  will  not  give  you  the  account  of  all 
the  tirefome  experiments  Prince  San  Severo 
made  ^ith  his  new  light.     It  is  enough  I 
come  tp  the  laft,  in  which  he  was  trying  the 
difference  of  the  3gitation  of  the  fjame,  ac- 
9ording  to  the  difierent  number  of  degrees  he  j 
moved  the  tube  it  ilood  in  fropi  being  per? 
pendicul^r  to  the  horizon^.    By  little  and ' 
little  he  inclined  it  till  it  made  an  angle  o(  \ 
forty-five  ci^grees  with  the  horizon,  wheu 
he  goes  on  thus. 

^^  I  then  faw  the  flajne  in  fuqh  agitation, 
f^  that  it  ^as  juft  ready  to  go  out.    In  niy 
^f  hurry  to  reftore  the  tube  to  its  perpend  I 
f*  cular  fituation^  I  only  jogged  it  without 
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^^   raifing  it.    This  jog  was  fufficlent  to  cx^ 

^*   tinguifh  my  poor  light,  and,  believe  me, 

^*  I  felt  fo  much  paia  upon  feeing  it  go  out, 

**  that  I  could  not  reftrain  a  lamentable  oh  \ 

*'  from  proceeding  from  the  bottom  of  my 

^*   heart,     I  have  already  told  you,  that  this 

**  matter  once  extinguifhed  is  not  to    be 

^^  lighted  again,  and  I  have  fince  repeated 

^*  many  experiments  concerning  it,  but  all 

^^  in  vai».     you  w^ill  tell  me,  perhaps,  that 

^*  I  have  two  other  phials  full  of  the  fame 

^*  cpmpofition.     Yes,  I  have,  but  I  intend 

^*  to  keep  them  for  a  particular  ufe,  which 

^*  I  will  tell  you  in  another  letter.     In  the 

**  ijiean  time,  do  you  divine  what  it  may  be, 

^*  for  I  fhoyld  imagine  you  might  guefs  it. 

^*  You  may  fay  that  I  am  now  myfterious. 

^'  It  is  but  juft  that  a  letter  which  contains 

^^  myfteries,    Aould  finifli   with    one,      I 

'[^  am^  &c. 


*^  Prince 
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Prince  of  San  Scoero^s  third  Letter. 

•'  You  have'  now  had  eight    dajs  fince 
^^  my  laft  to  confider  about  what  I  inteD^ 
**  to  do  with  my  perpetual  lights*    Well, 
^*  have  you  found  it  out  ?    J  do  not  think 
•'  you  can  fail  of  gueffing,  if  you  know  the 
*^  great  pains  I  have  been  at  in  adorning  the 
^*  burial  place  pf  our  fanaijyt    No  one  caa 
*^  doubt  but   that  this  new  light  I  have 
••  found  put  muft  be  pf  very  long  duration, 
as  it  4^4  not  Ipfe  an  a^om  of  its  weight, 
tho*  it  kept  burning  for .  three  laonths, 
Now  what  greater  ornament  can  I  put 
into  my  burying  place  than  two  of  the6 
lights  burning  perpetually  in  a  iituation 
expofed  to  the  view  of  eyery  perfon,  and 
not  buried  in  fome  fubterra^eous  invifibk 
^^  vault  ?     But  firft  of  all  %  wsnt  a  proper 
•*  ;ciame  to  give  this  light  tp  diffinguifh  it 
^*  from  others.      From  the  experiments  I 
"  have  made,  that  of  eternal  or  perpetual 
"  fecms  to  me  the  befl:  adapted  tp  it.    Cer- 
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*^  tarn  llii^  hgy^  been  called  by  this  name^ 

^*  that  ks^^  beeQ  found  in  aucjent  tambai, 

^^  diicoy^x^  affpr  th^  courfe  of  many  cen^ 

^^  turipSj  aftd  11;  particvlay  that  which  waa 

^'  Ipund  at  Rqme  in  the  reign  of  Paul  the 

•^  cb^fd|  in  ai>  ancient  fepijlchre^  eileemcd 

*'  to  be  fi^tf^n  hundred  years  old.    They 

••  fajr  thalthis  lamp  was  burning  whei^  they 

**  fixft  opened  the  tomb,  but  that  almoft  the 

1*  moment  it  was  expofed  to  the  frelh  air  it 

•'  wciit  out.    Others  of  the  fame  kind  are 

^*  reported  to  have  been  difcpvered  in  the 

^*  terriWry  of  Viterbo.    However,  whether 

*'  thefe  relations  are  to  be  fuppofed  fabulous, 

^*  qr  whether  upon  the  opening  of  tbe  tomh 

^*  and  introdviAion  of  frelh  air  thefe  lights 

f*  have  fent  forda  a  momcntaneous  flame,  as 

f  *  fomc  imagine,  in  either  of  thefe  cafes,  the 

?*  name  of  perpetual  or  eternal  h  not  at  aft 

f*  well  adapted  to  them*    You  fe^  in  all 

♦*  caf^  mine  i^  mugh  preferable,  w  it  burns 

^'  frefly  in  ppcn  air  without  any  detriipe^it 

f*.  to jts  light;  on  the  contracy,  thofe  of  the? 

•'  ancients 
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^*  ancients  have  always  been  found  in  fub- 
^  terraneous  clofe  places,  and  as  fbon  as  ever 
*^  they  have  been  expofed  to  the  open  air, 
^*  have  gone  out.    True  it  is,  that  DoSor 
•^  Plott  is  of  opinion  that  thefe  perpetual 
*^  lights  are  prafticable,  and  has  attempted 
"  to  give  us  fome  idea  of  them.    But  we 
**  have  never  yet  feen  any  of  them  publlclj 
"  expofed  to  the  world,     AH  that  he  fecms 
**  to  have  done  is,  to  propofe  for  the  comp 
**  fition  of  fiich  a  kind  of  lamp,   afbeffine 
"  paper  for  the  fnufF,  and  naptha  or  liquid 
^'  bitumen  for  the  oilj  which  latter  is  to  k 
*^  found  in  the  coal  mines  at  Pickfbrd  m 
^  Shroplhire.      This  bitunaen,  he  fays,  is 
**  capable  of  burning  without  any  fnuff,  or 
•*  without  any  care  being  taken  of  it,  whicli 
**  latter,  you  fee,  is  an  abfolutely  neceflary 
^^  qualification    fof  it  to  burn  continual!/. 
**  With   regard    to  '  the  ;  before   mentioned 
*^  lamps  of  the  ancients,  which,  as  I  have 
*^  already  faid,  it  is  the  opinion  of  fome,  caay 
^*  receive  a  mpmentancous  fl^me  upon  tie 
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*^   firft  entrance  of  frefli  air  into  the  tomb,  the 
^*   fame  author  is  of  opmion  that  they  may 
be  imitated  by  (hutting  fome  liquid  phof- 
phorus  under  the  glafs  of  an  air  pump, 
*'   leaving^  however,  a  fmall  portion  of  air  iri 
*^  the  glafs.     I,  however,  without  making 
**   projc6ts,  or  propofing  imitations,  hope  to 
**   be  able  to  produce  to  the  public,  not  only 
**  one,  but  two  of  thefe   perpetual  lights. 
**  You,  indeed,  make  me  a  juft  objedion, 
'*  why  I  do  not  renew  my- experiments  upon 
**  the  matter  I  have   ftill  remaining,   and 
**  make  fome  frefh  for  my  perpetual  lights  ? 
**  This  is  a  difficulty  which  muft  occur  to 
**  every  perfon,  and,  for  my  part,  I  fhould 
"  not  fo  hardily  oppofe  my  own  inclination 
**  to  make  frefli  experiments,  if  I  was  fure 
"  of  fucceeding  a  fecond  time  in  the  compo- 
*'  fition  of  the  matter,  which  produces  fo 
"  portentous  a  phenomenon.     But  all  chy- 
^*  mifts  know,  that  thofe  operations  which 
**  depend  upon  certain  degrees  of  heat,  whe- 
"  ther  from  the  fun  or  from  fire,    if  that 

^*  degree 
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*^  degree  of  hest  be  wit  ezadlj  applied^  vcvet 
*^  fucceed  equally*^^    How  wheft  I  ifeo-t  tbb 
'^  marvellous  compofition  to  pn^of  our  glaf? 
**  hottfes^  in  order  fdr  it  to  bo  eJipofe^  for 
'^  fdme  time  to  the  forte  of  firei  as  riothiog 
♦*  ran  lefs  in  roy  head  than  the  laaking  a 
'^  perpetual  lampi  I  did  not  take  any  account 
^*  of  the  number  of  hours  of  fire^  or  the 
<<  degree  of  heat  it  fufiered*    I  kooW  it  was 
^*  expofed  to  the  fire  a  gocxi  many  dajs,  but 
^M  do  not  even  know  the  exa£t  liuixiber  of 
•'  them.    Would  it  be  prudence  then  in  mc 
•*  to  confume  the  little  that  remains  in  raj 
two  phials^  and  which  once  extin^uifhed 
is  never  to  be  lighted  again^  and  therebj 
*'  render  myfelf  incapable  of  proving  to  the 
"  world  tiie  truth  of  what  I  here  aflferc  ? 
**  But  it  may  perhaps  be  told  me,  that  I 
^  ought  to  try  to  mako  this  ?niacter  afrefh. 
♦•  Without  doubt  I  will  try,  but  if  it  (hould 
•*  not  fivcceed,  and  I  had  already  confutned 
••  what  ftiU  remains,  I  fhould  die  with  infi- 
'*  liit^  difpleafure  not  to  have  been  able  to 

**  render 
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*^  render  my  phenomenon  public  to  tke  ejes 

^^  of  the  whole  worlds,    i  intend  to  pot  one 

^  a^  the  feet  add  another  at  the  head  of  the 

*'  &Hvtc  of  our  SaFiout  dead,,  whifch  yorr 

**  know  we  hare  in  our  harping  fJace,  They 

**  fball  be  put  upon  the  top  ctf  two  thin  cylin- 

**  der$  of  marble,  made  to   reprefen*  two 

**  wax  taper 8»    However  as  yet  I  would  not 

*•  hav^  ftcangerstake  a  journey  to  Naples  to 

*^  be  witne&s  of  this  wopder,  for  things  are 

^  iwt  t&dy  fbr  it  to  be  Jcndered  public. 

**  When   they  are   once  lighted  howewer, 

^  they  ihall  be:  vifible  to  all  perfons  thaP 

♦•  chufe  to  come  and  fee  them,  who  ikaH* 

**  have  the  liberty  irf  making:  what  fexperi^ 

"  ments  they  pkafe^  pj?ovided  they  do  not? 

**  endanger  me  the  lofinrg  of ^he   pjeafyre 

•'  of  having  fwh  a  piK)digy  in  my  family 

•*  chapel.    I  dare  fay  that  all  will:  find  their 

^*  expectations   anfwered,   and  I   fropn  thi^ 

**  inftant  oblige  myfelf  to  bear  their  cxpen- 

'*  ces,  tho'  they  fliould  come  from  America, 

♦*  if  they  do  not  find  every  thing  exai^ly  as 

-  ^  «  I  have 
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**  I  have  here  defcribed  it.  You  will  now 
^*  perhaps  make  me  another  objedion^  and 
^*  that  19  whj  I  do  not  make  the  ixraterials  oi 
^'  which  this  compoiition  is  formed^  public, 
•*  that  without  undertaking  a  long  joumejj 
*'  pepple  ina/  try  experiments  in  their  own 
•*  houfes  and  at  their  own  leifure  ?  I  anfwer 
•*  that  if  I  was  to  do  this^  firft  nay  burying 
place  would  lofe  this  its  fingular  preroga- 
••  tive^  and  fecondly^  fome  author  of  a  eer- 
^^  tatn  nation  might  come  fortli^  who  would 
**  fwear  to  have  found  this  fecret  m  the  re. 
*'  gifters  of  the  houfe  of  lords,  &C;  as  I 
"  have  read  it  happened  with  regard  to  the 
"  finding  out  of  the  loadftone,  gunpowder, 
*'  and  other  things.  However,  I  have  no 
difficulty  in  difcoverlng  to  you  the  princi- 
pal ingredient,  in  this  compofition,  but  as 
**  this  letter  is  long,  I  will  referve  it  for  ana* 
«*  ther. 


fbl 
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7%e  Prince  rfSan  Sefo^o*s  fourth  hetUr^ 

*'  I  promifed  in  my  laft  letter  to  difcovef 
■  to  you  the  principal  ingredient  of  my  cotn- 
pofitpn.  I  will  now  keep  my  word.  It 
confifts  in  the  bones  of  the  moft  noble 
animal  upon  the  face  of  the  earth.  You 
will  eafily  conceive  that  I  mean  thofe  of  hu- 

*  man  fubjedls.   Not  that  I  imagine,  but  that  * 
^  the  bones  of  other  animals  muft  have  the 

*  fame  virtue;  however,  what  I  made  ufe 
^  of  was  a  human  fcull.  I  made  ufe,  in* 
^  deed,  of  many  other  ingredients,  but  they 
^  were  all  pajjmg  tnen/iruums,  which  did  not 

*  incorporate  themfelves  with  the  matter  of 

*  the  fcull.     Now  I  imagine  that  this  mat- 

*  tcr  is  not  only  the  caufe  of  thofe  flames, 

*  which  are  fometimes  feen  over  the  graves 

*  in  a  church-yard,  or  where  there  has  been 

*  a  bloody  battle,  and  fometimes  hovering 

*  over  the  corps  of  malefaftors,  that  have 

*  been  Ixanged  in  chains,   but  alfo   is  the 
Vol,  III.  E  e  caufe 


454         LETTERS    PROM 

*•  caufe  of  thofc  lights,  which  have  been 
^'  obicrvtd  upon  the  foft  opeaiog  of  ancient 
**  tomb«»  Ai  the  idea  of  Jight  is  naturally 
*^  united  to  that  &f  a  lamp,  the  laboring 
**  people  that  dug  open  thefc  ancient  fepul- 
^*  chfes  feeing  a  light  in  thenl,  and  after- 
*'  wards  finding  a  lamp,  might  pdffibly  ima- 
**  gine  that  when  they  firft  entered  the  light 
was  burniiig,  btxt  that  upon  the  frcfh  air 
coming  in,  it  immediately  went  out.  The 
^*  juft  explanation  of  this  phenomenon  muft, 
^'  in  my  opinion,  be  derived  from  the  faline 
**  particles  in  all  bottes,  which,  lipbn  the 
"  freih  air  entering,  immediately  took  fire, 
'*  but  were  as"  quickly  extinguifhed,  upon 
*•  account  of  their  not  being  fufficiently  puri- 
*'  fied.  You  well  know,  the  btft  artificial 
**  phofphorus  is  extradled  from  urine,  upon 
**  account  of  thofe  falts,  with  which  it 
*•  abounds.  But  as  thefe  falts  are  extraded 
*'  from  an  excrement  of  dur  bodies,  that  is^ 
**  from  a  portion  of  matter,  which  not  being 
*•  fit  |o  be  converted  into  our  proper  fub- 

dance. 
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ftance,  is  feparated  from  that  which  id 
endued  with  virtue  proper  to  be  fo  con- 
verted, upon  this  account  they  are  but 
juft   able  to  produce  a  phofphorus  and 
never  a  real  flame.    But  thofe  falts  which 
are  incorporated  in  our  bodies  are  capable 
fbmetimes  of  producing  momentary  flames^ 
the*  environed  by  a  number  of  grofs  par- 
ticles, not  proper  for  this  efFe£l«    Under 
this  clafs  we  muft  reduce  thofe  moment 
tary  flames  feen  in  ancient  tombs,  church*^ 
yards,  fields  of  battle,  &c»  And  laftly,  thofe 
falt^  extracted  from  the  fblids,  and  purified 
and   feparated  from   all    grofs    particles 
with   which    they    were    enclofed,    and 
which  oppofed  and  hindered  their  acti* 
vity,   may  become  capable  not  only,  of 
producing  real    and    lafting,    but    even 
perpetual  flames,  and  under  this  clafs  we 
may  reduce  my  perpetual  light,  of  which 
I  have  given  you  the  hiftory.    You  will 
bf  fo  good  to  write  me  word  what  is  th*^ 
E  e  a  *'  opinion 
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opinion  of  (bme  af  your  friend$»  to  who: 
you  m4y  poflibly  hayc  fliown  my  accoun 

<•  I  beg  to  hear  their  idcw  for  sny  owns: 

•*  formation/* 
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Bibbicna,  9  o'clock  morning, 
Moncfay,  Sept.  28,  1761. 

VERY  thing  goes  on  much  in  the 
fame  train,  and  I  will  therefore  give  yoxi 
ibme  account  of  Ariofto,  as  I  am  juft  come 
from  reading  that  celebra[ted  author.  We 
often  confider  him  falfely  as  the  author  of  3 
ferious  epic  poem.  It  is  mixt,  part  bur- 
lefque  and  part  hcroical.  He  without  doubt 
in  fome  places  has  written  moft  divinely,  but 
then  he  is  extremely  unequal,  and  often  very 
languid,  tirefome  and  indecent,  apt  fo  fay 
that  a  great  number  of  his  ftories  could  hard* 
ly  be  entertaining  to  boys  fitting  round  a  fire* 
fide ;  as  foi*  example,  that  of  Horrilus,  who 
as  foOn  as  any  limb,  or  even  his  head,  is  cut 
off  in  battle,  fticks  it  upon  the  place  again* 
and  it  becomes  as  firm  and  as  united  as  be- 
E  e  3  fore. 
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fore.  Aftolfo  had  no  othw  icheme  to  over* 
come  him,  but  as  fdon  as  he  had  beheaded 
him,  fnatching  up  the  head  and  galloping 
off  with  it  as  faft  as  he  qould.  Horrilus  aftet 
having  groped  in  vain  fome  time  upon  the 
ground  for  that  material  part  of  his  body, 
hears  Aftoifio-s  ,  hprfe  gallop  away,  the'  I 
do  not  knbw  how  he  could  without  his  ears. 
However,  fufpe£king  the  cafe,  he  jumps^ 
headiefs  {fs  he  was,  upon  his  own  horfe,  ad 
gallops  after  the  knight.  But  Aftolfo  out* 
witted  him,  for  he  took  the  opportunity  of 
pofleflioni  to  cut  off  a  hair  from  the  head, 
tapon  which  the  enchantment  and  Horrilus's 
life  depended*  The  fatal  hair  was  no  fooner 
divided  ^*  than  the  vifage  became  deformed 
♦*  and  pale,  *  its  eyes  rolled,  and  by  nianifeft 
••  iigns,  life  was  drawing  to  its  verge^    Tk 

^  Si  fece  il  vifo  allpr  pallido  e  brot^o, 
Trayolfe  gli  occhi^  e  dimoftro  afl'  occaii^ 
Fer  manifefti  fegni  efi^r  coodotto  j 
E'l  bufto  che  feguia,  troncato  il  coUo, 
D)  fella  Ciidde,  e  die  Y  akiqiQ  crdlo. 

trunk 
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trunk   too,    that  followed  on  jbiorfi^b^ckt 


••  ihook  and  fell. 


Tho*  Ariofto  runs  into    many    different, 
ftorics,  yet,  his  principal  objc£t  feems  to  he 
the    wars    between   Charlemagne    and    the 
Moors,  with  the  madnefs  of  Orlando,  which, 
indeed,  makes  him  call  his  work  the  Orlarub 
Furiofo.    This  madnefs  is  occafioned  by  the 
neglect  of  the  fair  Angelica,  who,  after  he 
had  followed  her  all  over  the  world,  gives. 
herfelf  away,  at  laft,  to  Medoro,  a  youth  of 
low  extraction,  whom   (he  found  wounded, 
in  a  foreft.    Pity  made  her  affift  him,  and, 
as  he  was  extremely  handfome^    love  foe* 
cceded  to  pity.    She  healed  him,  and  lived 
Ibme  time  in  a  cottage  with  him,  where  fhe 
had  got  him  a{:  firft  carried.     Before  they 
went  away,  thpy  h^4  written  their  names 
upon  the  bark  pf  maqiy  pf  the  neighbouring 
treesj  and  particularly   iu   a   grotto,  wher^ 
they  ufed  often  to  pafs  thg  feiegt  of  the  day* 
Orlando,  coming  afterwards?  Itp /tjiof?  placet, 

«n4 
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and  feeing  the  tuame^  of  Angelica  and  Me< 
doro  united,  was  at  firft  ftung  Awith  all  the 
torments  of  grief  and  jealoufy  ;  but,  beinj 
at  kft  entirely  aicertained  of  his  misfortune 
by  the  countryman,  who  lived  in  the  neigh- 
bouring hut,  by  little  and  little  goes  out 
pf  his  fenfes,  and  does  at  laft  the  mbft  extra- 
vagant actions.  He  tears  his  cloaths,  throws 
afway  his  armour,  and  runs  naked  about  the 
world,  fijr  a  long  time.  Aftolfo,  conducted 
by  St.  John  the  evangeliil,  at  length  goes  up 
to  the  moon,  where  Ariofto  tells  you  eveiy 
«hing  is  conveyed  that  is  loft  upon  earth, 
(Jan  ijjea  which  Milton  has  taken)  and  there 
he  find?  Orlando's  brains,  as  well  as  thofe  of 
piany  other  perfong,  with  fome  of  his  own 
likewife,  all  ftopt  up  in  litlfle  phials.  He 
put- the  phial  that  contained  the  portion  of 
his  own  to  his  noftrils,  andfnufFed  it  up  like 
fel- volatile,,  then,  bringing  Orlaridp's  down 
lo  earth,  after  much  difficulty  in  holding  him 
down,  makes  him  reaffume  his  fenfes  in  like 
imannQr,    Orlaijdp,  now  rcftored  to  reafon, 

sflifls 


ITALY,    GERMANY,    kc.    44* 

aflifts  Charlemagne,  together  with  the  other 

knights,  againft  the  Moors,  till  at  length  the 

African  invaders  are  ill  driven  out  of  France. 

This  appears  the  principal  aim   of   Ariofto, 

tho*  he  has  interwoven  fo  many  ftories,  that 

he  feems  oftentimes  to  have  loft  all  idea  of 

the    title  of  his  book.     Indeed,   I  think  fee 

may,    in   fome    meafure,    be  compared .  to 

Shakefpeare,  as   his  beauties  are  very  great, 

but  mixed,  like  our  dramatic   hero*s,  with' 

great  defects. 

In  two  or  three  days  I  leave  this  place  for 
my  long  journey  to  England,  and  (hall  con- 
tinue writing  to  you,  till  I  think  my  own 
perfon  will  reach  you  as  quick  as  my  letters. 


LET. 
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LETTER        XLt. 

San  Niccolo,  half  after  5  in  the  afternooiH 
Monday,  October  5*  1761. 

On  Thurfday  laft  I  left  Bibbiena.  Not 
being  able  to  get  to  Bologna  to  night,  I  have 
been  obliged  to  ftop  about  twelve  miles 
(hort  of  it.  The  inn  in  itfelf  is  good,  bur  I 
have  got  a  very  bad  rooni  in  it,  as  the  am- 
baflador  from  Venice  to  Rome  is  expected 
every  mjnute,  and  his  courier,  whom  he  has 
fent  before,  has  feized  upon  all  the  bell 
apartments.  However,  as  I  have  been  ufcd 
io  Spain,  all  inns  are  equally  good  to  me. 
How  the  ambaflador  comes  to  lodge  in  fo 
little  a  place,  when  Bologna  is  fo  near,  I  know 
not.  We  are  in  the  open  country  at  prefent, 
and  s  very  pretty  flat  country.  Plains  are  a 
novelty  to  one  who  comes  from  the  moun- 
tainous province  of  CafentirjQ.    Th^^^  ^^  ^ 

prodi^ 
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prodigious  poife  in  the  inn  at  preient,  owing 
to  the  arrival  pf  his  excellency.    However, 
notwithftanding  th^ fracas  he  makes,  I  hear 
the  greateft  part  of  his  train  is  gone  by  fea 
to   Ancona.    They  fay  he  has  got  thirty 
fervants  upon  the  Adriatic,     In  our  inn  I  do 
fiot  think  there  are  abQve  eight  or  ten  per^ 
fbns^  but  they  run  about  in  endlefs  prepara- 
tion.    Venice,  tho*  a  little  ftate,  is  always,  I 
think,  very  fplendid  ii;  her    ambaffadors^ 
They  are  more  brilliant  perhaps  than  ours 
in  general,  or,  at  leaft,  as  much.    England 
is   not  very  magnificent  in   her  embaffies, 
I  do  not  know,  any  but  our  ambaifador  in 
Spain,  who  lives  with  remarkable  fplendor. 
The  Venetian  ambaffador  at  Madrid  makes 
alfo  a  great  figure.     I  do  not  remember  by 
whom,  but  the  following  remark  was  made 
upon  this  fubject.     That  little  ftatcs  were 
always  more  expenfive  in  ambafladors  than 
oti^ers,  in  order  that  the  courts  they  were 
fcnt  to  might  think  their  mafters  were  of 
confe<juenpet    And,  \n  feet,  fome  Uttle  ftates 

act 
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act  in  this  manner,  perhaps,  for  the  reafons 
afligned.  But  I  can  not  commend  England 
in  only  fending  envoys  where  France  em- 
|)loys  ambaffadors,  as  at  Naples,  and  in 
bther  places.  As  the  rank  aiid  honors  at- 
tached to  thefe  different  chara6lers  are  veiy 
different,  it  makes  perfons  think,  that  as  an 
envoy  muft  give  place  to  an  ambaflador, 
England  likewife  ought  to  yield  to  the  fupe- 
riority  of  France.  ^ 

My  journqy  from  Bibbiena  to  this  place 
has  been  attended  with  nothing  remarkable. 
After   creeping,  along  ^  the  channel   of  the 
river  Corfalone,  we  pafled  the  mighty  moui> 
tain  of  BagnOy  and  arrived  at  San  Piero  to 
dinner.     In  the  evening  we  went  to  Galeata, 
ia  longer,  but  better  way  than  what  I  had 
come  from  Cefena*  The  next  day  we  dined  at 
Meldola,  a  manor  belonging  to  Prince  Para- 
fili  at  Ron^e.    -  That  nobleman  is   indeed 
dead,  but  it  belongs  to  his  heirs,  who  arc 
fighting  for  his  rich  focceffion.    He  had  the 

moil 
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moft  property  of  perhaps  any   fubjcA    iii 

Europe,  but  lived,  notwlthflanding,  in  e]C« 

treme  penury*     I  have  feen  him  at  Viterbo 

taking  the  air  in  a  wretched  coach,  which 

they  called  his  hearfe,  and  yet  he  had  only. 

oblique  relations,  who  are  the  p^rfons  now 

difputing  for  his  inheritance.  ^  It  is  imagined 

that  Meldola  will  fall  to  the  fhare  of  the 

i'  * 

Borghefe  family.     It  is  a  fovereign  fief,  or 

manor,  which  means  that  the  lord  of  it  has 

entire  power  over  his  vaffals,  except  in  capi-? 

tal   cafes.    I'haf  adt  of  fupreme   dorpinion 

belongs  to  the  pope  in  Meldola,  as  it  lies 

adjoining  to  the  ecclcfiaftical  ftate.  .  There 

is  a  great  market  held  weekly  in  this  place, 

where   the  people  of  upper,  and  lower  Ro- 

magna  meet  and  exchange  (heir  con^modi- 

ties*     From   an   ancient   fprtyefj  your  eye 

(ommaods   the"  whple  plain  of  Ipwcr  Ro- 

magna  quite. to  the  Adriatic  fea.     By  this 

cxtenfiv  e    view   you    will    imagine    I    was 

arrived  to  the  verge  of  the  mqujitain^.     Bq- 

hind  mc  lay  the  mighty  Apennines,  which 

i  feemed 
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fcemcd  to  frown  upon  my  departure  from 
them.  After  having  fuflBciently  furveycd 
the  beauties  of  the  place,  I  dined,  and  letting 
forward  for  Cefena,  arrived  at  the  Ave 
Maria  bell  upon  the  wooden  bridge  over  the 
river  Savio,  which  runs  winding  under  its 
walls^  whence  poets  call  her  the  city 

Ctti  bagna  |1  curvo  fiaoco  il  Savio, 

H^e  winding  fiank  the  Savio  bathes. 

Ifbyed  there  till  this  day,  and  received  many 
civilities  from  the  friars  of  the  pious  fchools, 
who  took  me  again  into  their  houfe,  but  I 
troubled  them  little,  as  I  found  acquaintance 
who  carried  mfc  about,  and  particularly  a 
marchionefs  I  had  known  at  Rome,   who 
invited  me  to  her  villa,  called  the   Belvi- 
dere,  and,  indeed,  the  beauty  of  the  view 
Corrtlponded  fully  to  the  name.    I  could 
even  diftinguifl*  Ferrara  from  it  by  a  long 
telefcope  there  was  in  the  houfe.    This  day, 
through  a  rich  flat  country,  abounding  in 
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5ax,  corn,  and  wine,  with  fbme  olive?,  I  ar- 
rived at  the  prefent  place,  froni  whence  t 
liall  in  the  morning  continue  my  eafy  jour- 
ney  to  Bologna, 


Bologna,  9  oVlock  evenifl^ 
Tucflay,  Oft.  6,  1761. 

THIS  morning  between  nine  and  ten  1 
arrived  in  this  city.  The  roads  from  Rome 
to  Bologna,  after  you  have  pafled  the  moun- 
tains, are  the  bed  of  any  in  Italy,  and  indeed 
ire  as  good  as  any  we  have  in  Englaud.  Wc 
bave  juft  had  one  of  the  Italian  horfe-racei 
in  the  ftreet  under  my  window.  It  is  fom© 
feftival  or  other,  I  do  not  know  what. 

1  have  been  reading  the  Bologna  gateettc. 
The  article  of  London,  o£  the  1 5th  Sep- 
tember, fpeaks  of  our  royal  marriage  in  tht 
following  manner, 

«  About 
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.  ♦*  About  nine  o'clock  in  the  e^eoug  of 
^  the  8tb  inftapt,  the  princefs  of  Mecklin- 
•*  burg  Strelitz,  our  new  fovereign,  y^zs  con- 
•*  duded  by  prince  Edward^  brother  to  tht 
**  king,  into  the  chapel  deftined  for  the  cere- 
•*  mony  of  the  marriage.     The    duke  of 
Cumberland  reprefented  the  father  of  the 
bride.      The  queen  was  preceded  by  i 
**  hundred    and  twenty  ladies   of    the  firft 
*•  rank  in  moft  magnificent  habits,  and  ihe 
was  accompanied  by  fix  nuptial  virgins, 
and  ten  daughters  of  counts  held  up  her 
*'  train.      All    ceremonies    being    finiflied, 
•*  which  was  by  eleven  o'clock,  the  whole 
artillery  of  the  park  was  fired,  in  order  to 
announce  the  happy  event  to  the  people. 
The  two  fbvereigns  then  received  compli- 
**  ments  of  congratulation  from  all  the  no- 
**  bility,  who  had  aflilfted  at  the  before  men' 
•*  tioned  ceremonies,  and  who  partook  6f  the 
•*  royal  banquet,  after  which  the  new  queen 
was  conduced  to   her  apartment.    The 
town  made  the  greateil  and  moft  magniii- 

'^cent 
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cent  demonftrations  of  joy  imaginable,  and 
was  etltircly  illuminated  in  the  evening* 
The  morning  afterwards  every  perfon  ap-* 
peared  at  court  in  their  mofl:  fplendid  ha- 
bits* .  There  were  all  the  nobility,  all  the 
foreign  Hliniftefs  iahd  perfons  of  diftinc-k 
tion  prefent,  in  order  to  pajr  their  compli- 
ments to  the  royal  bride  and  bridegroom* 
The  fovereign  ordered  letters  of  notifica-^ 
tion  to  be  given  to  all  the  foreign  mihiA 
ters,  which  he  had  fubfcribed  with  his 
own  hand  ;  and  which  they  were  to  tranA 
mit  to  their  refpedive  fovefeigns,  to  in-^ 
form  them  of  the  royal  wedding.  Never 
upon  fimilar  occifions  was  a  greater  pomp 
of  cloaths,  diamonds,  and  other  jewels 
beheld.  Some  of  the  ladies  were  covered 
with  diamonds  to  the  value  of  100,000 
and  2do,ooo  pounds  fterling.  In  the  even- 
ing there  was  a  fplendid  ball^  which  was 
opened  by  the  before  mentioned  prince 
Edward  and  the  princefs  Augufta/* 

VoLVllL  Ff  Bologna, 
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Bologna,  7  o*clock  crcmflg, 
Thuriday,  Oft.  ^9  1761. 

1  have  been  yefterday  aftd  to  day  to  a: 
ftn  eye  upon  fomc  of  the  moft  curious  thingi 
in   this  place,  as  Bologna  is  fanious  for  2 
great  quantity  of  very  fine   pi£lures.    Tk 
college  likewife  called  the  Inftituto  pleafe: 
me,  which  is  a  foundation  for  the  ftudy  ci 
moft  arts  and  fciences.    The  fudden  tranii- 
tion  from  a  room  full  of  archite(fture,  to  ano- 
ther where  there  are  all  forts  of  models  of  for- 
tification,   and   a    third    ornamented   wltt 
things  belonging  to  haval  affairs,  chemiftij 
or  other  fcienees,  is  pleafing.     Befides  there 
is  a  gQod  mufeum  of  curiofitics,  and  fomc 
paintings  by  no  means  defpicable.     All  tliat 
feemed  to  me  to  be  wanting  were  the  ftudents, 
but  I  fuppofe  there  are  times  when  they 
appear,  however  I  faw  nobody.     This  town, 
tho'  under  the  pope,  has  much  the  air  of  a 
republic,  and  indeed,  upon  its  furrcftder  to 
2  the 
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the   holy  fee,  many  of  its  privileges  were 
preferved.    They  have  ftill  a  kind  of  doge 
and    fenatCj  which  regulate  all  the  interiot 
concerns  of  the  city,  and  I  believe  the  legate 
or   governor   only  prefides    over  the  great 
affeifs  of  ftate.    It  was  forrtiefly  entirely  a 
republic,   raifed  after  the  example  of  many 
other  cities  in  the  times  of  confufiohj  but 
fell  like  them  imder  the  incroaching  foten-* 
tatesy  who  now  divide  Italy  between  them, 
except  a  few  fmall  remains  of  ariftocratical 
liberty.    The  city  h  handfome,    tho*  the 
ftreets  are  in  fbme  places  narrow,  and  through 
moft  of  them  on  each  fide  runs  a  colonnade 
formed ,  like  the  piazias  in  Covent-garden, 
that  a  foot  paffenger  may  walk  about  the 
town  in  rainy  weather  with  very  little  wet. 

I  fet  out  tomorrow  for  Ferrari,  and  the  day 
after  I  hope  to  arrive  at  Padua.  From  thence 
I  muft  make  an  excurfion  to  Venice  to  pro- 
vide fome  things  neceffary  for  my  journey 

to  England. 

Ffa  LET- 
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Padua^  4  'odocU  afternooO) 
Sunday,  Oft.   ii,  1761. 

JL  Arnved  here  ye&trdzj  by  dinner^  thati? 
n  faOiionable  dinner  in  Lc^don,  about  fourcr 
five  o'clock.  The  evening  before  yeftefdav, 
after  pafliftg  the  Po  with   difficuky,  as  It 

Was 


-in&no  csoQtorqnens  Vortke  fyivas^ 


I  flept   at  Ferrara,  a  city  that  looks  like  a 
northerti  town^  the  buildings  beii>g  gratlV 


of  red  brick.  Its  neighbour  Ravenna  I  < 
not  pafs  thro\jgh|  tho'  it  fucceeded  to  RoiBe 
in  being  the  capital'of  the  wefterH  erapire^but 
it  is  now  funic  to  only  a  fecon^iary  town  of! 
the  papal  fee*  I  prefume  the  Roman  empe- 
rors fettled  there  to  be  more  at  band  in  tlie 

deaf 
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de?ay  of  the  empire  to  oppofe  the  barbaixaBSt 
who  were  rufhing  lilce  torrents  frori;  the. 
TOountams  to  coaquer    lands  more    fertile 
than  th^ir  own.     Even  after  the  Goths  ha4* 
overwheinaed  Italy,  Juflinianj,.  by  thqi  fortu-. 
iiate  arms  of  Belifarius,  re-eftablifhed  hk  do**-, 
juiniqn  in  this  country,  and  it  remained  to 
bis  fucceffors  under  the  name  of  the  Exar- 
chate, till  the  l/ombards  took  it,  but  wer^ 
ibon  driven  out  by  Pepin  and  Ch^rlemagnej|. 
who  gave  it  to  the  pope.    In  the  coufufion^ 
of  Italy  however,  during  the  dark  centuries^ 
both  Ferrara  and  Ravenna  got  under  dukes^ 
and  the  former  was  at  length  governed  by 
the  houfe  of  Efte,  fo  famous  for  their  protec- 
tion   to  learning   ar^d    poetry,    which    has 
iprcad  theii:  name  rnuch  wider  than   their 
own  aftions   or  little  dwkedom  could  have 
done.     Upon  %h^  failure  of  that  family  the 
Venetians  got  pofleffion  of  it,  but  the  popes 
by   artifice  and  ecclcfiafti^al.firnfis  recoverec} 
it  again   into  their  hands,  ^here  at  prefent 
it  appears  likely  to  reniain,     The  fo   fe^m* 
Ff3  to 
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to  be  its  prefent  enemy,  and  they  have  fenti- 
nels  to  watch  it  in  its  now  fwoUen  fitua- 
tion,  who  are  ready  to  run  and  ftop  up  any 
breach  with  clay  and  other  materials.  If 
we  had  been  a  day  later^  we  could  not  have 
pafled  it. 

Nothing  remarkable  happened    to  main 
the  journey  from  Ferrara  hither  except  that 
I  was  in  danger  of  being  overturned  within 
the  walls  of  this  town.   There  was  fo  deep  a 
hole,  that  the  (haft-horfe,  in  tugging  to  get 
us  out,  left  his  faddle  and  (hafts  behind  him. 
But  the   only  damage  we  received  was  the 
tinie  loft  in  adjufting  the  chaife  and  horfes 
again,  and  the  breath  expended  in  pholerical 
ejaculations  againft  the  magift rates  of  Padua 
for  permitting  their  ftreets  to  be  fo  bad.     In- 
deed it  feems  an  extremely  defert  place,  tho' 
once  fo   famous   for   its   univerfity,    which 
ftill  continues,  but  has  neither  the  reputation 
jipr  ftudepts  it  ufed  to  have.     The  town  it- 
felf  is  large  and  very  ugly*     The  ftreets  are 

badly 
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bftdiy  paved,  the  buildings  half  tumbling 
down,  and  the  whole  together  hardly  ihew^ 
any  remains  of  its  forpi^r  greatnefs. 

ypbn  the  river  Brenta,  half  after  one 
jifternoon,  Mopday,  Oft,  12,  1761. 

I  am  at  prefeut  in  a  burchkllo^  t  Venetian 
boat  or  barge,  going  from  Padua  to  Venice, 
A  Pruffian  or  German  \^  wiph  me,  who 
ieem§  a  fhabby  fellpw,  but  I  could  not  avQi4 
letting  him  comp  with  me  in  the  boat,  or: 
elfe  I  Ihould  have  been  glad  of  his  abfenc^f 
I  have  juft  fej:  down  to  w.riting  however, 
and  fpcak  very  little  tq  him,  ^hp  river  \ 
am  upon  at  prefent  js  bordered  with  very 
line  country  houfcs.  3ut  we  fhall  leave 
them  by  little  and-liftle,  and  enter  into  the, 
fea,  in  the  middle  of  which,  three  miles  fronj 
terra Jirma,ytnv;^  i§  wondeffully.fitu^tedy 

I  believe  I  fhall  be  able  tp  writ^  but  little, 
jfor  th?  Pruffian  comes  very  often  into  the 
F  f  4  little 
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little  cabin  where  I  am  fitting  at^d  it^ernipts 
me.  He  is  goae  however  ^  prefent  to  ik 
boat's  head  to  look  at  the  country  hpufes,  £ 
the  weather  has  changed  from  ramtoex« 
tremely  fine. 

My  bark  has  juft  paffed  by  a  very  noble 
villa  belonging  to  the  Pifani  fwnily.  What 
I- write  muft  be  iiKoherenf,  as  the  Pruffianb 
interrupting  me  almoft  every  minute.  ' 
wiih  he  was  at  the  bottom  of  the  water  we 
are  now  gliding  over,  tho',  poof  fellow,  I 
wifli  he  had  at  the  fame  time  the  gills  of  a 
fifli  to  breathe  under  it.  However,  there  is 
no  remedy,  as  he  is  above  that  elenient. 
Tho*  I  call  this  a  boat,  it  is  very  large,  and 
has  two  cabins,  in  one  of  which  I  3fld  ^^^ 
Pruffian  are  fitting,  apd  in  the  other  the  fer- 
vants  and  boatmen.  This  iniportunate  tra- 
veller is  at  prefent  looking  out  of  a  window, 
which  gives  me  an  opportunity  of  continu- 
ing you  my  writingf 

yeflice 


ITALY,    GERMAJSTY,    «cc.    4J7 

Venice  was  firli  inhabited  by  little  bettec 
than  fiflicrmen,  who  fie4  from  the  contiaent 
iluriug  the  iiicurfions  of  the  fluns  ^.nd  Goths, 
and  fought  for  liberty  in  a  fet  of  poop  little 
iflands  fifing  out  of  th^  Adriatic  gulph*  So 
early  amidft  rocks  and  fea-weed  arofe  this 
famous  republic.  It  fooii  got  fomething  into 
its  preftnt  form  of  governmeDt,  and  as  their 
citizens,  increafed,  the  il^ands  were  fquared: 
with  piles,  and  ftreets  formed,  which  to  thej- 
wondering  eye  prefent  a  canal  of  water. 
Succefs  and  opulence  rendered  the  edifices 
more  magnificent,  tiU  at  length  that  queen 
of  the  Adriatic,  towards  which  my  bark  is 
jiow  gently  gliding,  threw  up  her  proud 
towers  towards  heaven,  and  feemed  tq  ex- 
ult over  the  fubjefted  waves. 

The  Prufiian  ftill  continues  to  torment  me 
w^th  talking  about  the  glories  of  his  mafter 
and  I  do  not  know  what  all.  He  has  juft 
made  me  read  fome  yerfes  the  king  of  Pruflia 
{put  to  );iis  mother  the  late  queen  dowager. 

He 
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He  fcnt  them  together  with  a  box  in  which 
there  was  fome  myrrhe,  frankincenfe  and 
money,  of  which  he  made  her  a  prefent 
upon  twelfth-day,  or  the  epiphany.  You 
know  this  is  the  day  on  which  the  wife  men 
are  faid  to  have  pome  to  prefent  their  gifts  to 
Chrift.  The  fathers  tell  us  there  were  three, 
and  all  three  kings,  at  leaft  the  king  of 
Pruffia  has  regard  to  that  number*  TJie 
verfes  are  as  follow, 

Grand  Reine, 

{  Autrefois  trois'prefentcrcnt 

A  I'enfant  n^  qu'ils  admirerent 

Dc  Tor,  de  la  myrrh^,  ct  dc  Tenccfi^, 

Paigoez  de  gr^cc  condefcendre  * 

Q31C  je  m*  emancipe  ^  vous  rcndrc 

Au  meme  jour  xneme  prefent^ 

La  myrrhe  eft  cette  amour  fi  tendre 

Que  j*eus  pour  vous  de  tous  les  terns. 

L'encens  cc  font  les  veux  que  j'offrc  * 

Au  ciel  pour  prolonger  vos  ans. 

Et  ce  metal  au  fond  dii  coffre 

.E^  troup  heureiix  I'il  fert  a  vosr  aqiulcmcns, 

-Tliis 
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This  poetry  is  not  ugly,  and  thank  God 
the  perfbn  who  lent  me  the  copy  is  fet  down 
to  write  letters,  which  has  given  me  time  to 
trianfcribe  it.  We  are  ^t  prefent  flopped  a 
little,  in, order  to  pafs  through  afluicejuft 
like  ours  in  England.  We  are  defccnding 
as  they  are  lowering  the  water  to  let  us  out 
an  the  other  fide  of  the  fluice.  The  lecond* 
gates  I  think  are  juft  opening  and  we  fliall 
go  on.  Indeed  I  wilh  we  were  out  of  this 
hole  for  I  can  not  fee  to  write  at  prefent,  we 
^re  fo  low  in  the  pot,  as  we  call  it,  with 
two  high  walls  on  each  fide. 

I  have  juft  been  ftanding  at  the  head  of 
my  boat  to  enjpy  the  beautiful  views  of  the 
Brenta.  Upon  my  word  it  is  here  a  moft 
delightful  river,  not  for  the  ftream  of  water, 
which  has  nothing  vtry  particular,  but  the 
houfes  and  trees  interfperfed  upon  the  fides 
render  it  charming.  I  believe  indeed  I  am 
in  the  prettieft  part.  It  is  worfe  near  Padova, 

mi 
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and  when  you  approach  Venice  I  am  afraid 
the  Tea  will  too  much  predominate. 

As  I  was  before  hindered  from  going  on 
by  the  darknefs  of  the  fluice,  I  fhall  now  be 
obliged  to  flop  from  the  approach  of  evening, 
without  1  can  get  a  candle.  We  have  llill 
•ight  or  nine  miles  to  go  before  w^e  arrive  ^l 
Venice. 


LET. 
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tJpoB  tjic  Brciita,  g  o^clopk  aftcfnooiiji 
Saturday,  OS*  17,  1^61. 

JL  Ana  at  ptdSsnt  in  the  laioe  fort  of  veffijl 
I  was  in  at  writing  my  laft  papef.  The  only 
differience  was,  that  I  was  then  going  to 
VeriLcej  tod  I  am  now  returniiig  to  Paduai. 
The  weather  had  then  too  returned  to  be 
finse^  hist  the  flgr  is  at  prefent  covered  with 
<:lou<35.  The  fea  was  even  rather  ftormy  ill 
my  paffage  from  Venice  to  the  ttrrafirma,  that 
is,  as  ro.ilgh  as  water  alraoft  furroiinded  by 
land  oatt  be.  Indeed  it  is  rather  a  large  lake 
in  which  Venice  is  .fituated  than  the  fea,  znA 
firofli  hence  k  called  by  the  natives  them*- 
lel^s  I^ag);ine8,  I  am  late,  asycmwilliee 
by  tjie  hour  figned  above,  hdwevJer  as  I  have 
taken  two  horfes  to  tug  my  bark  along,  I 
hope  to  get  to  Padua  befbrd  the  gates  are 

(hut. 
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ihut*    I  was  delayed  this  morning  at  Venicd 
longer  than  I   intended.      My  tranfadliond 
there  were  hot  very  rsmarkahle.    Upoii  mf 
arrival  hi  the  Watery  town  in  ray  burchielh^ 
X  intended  to  have  gone  In  it  quite  to  the 
houfe  whefe  I  was  t6  lodge*    But  as  the 
water  was  high^  my  clumfy  veffel  could  not 
pafs  under  one  of  the  bridges^  with  which 
moft  of  the  ftreets  are  crofled,  and  the  wideft 
of  all  wi^th  the   Rialto.     Venice   is  almoil 
the  only  place  in  the  Mediterranean  where 
tliere  is  any  fenfible  tide^  and  that  not  above 
a  foot  or.two^at  inoft;    I  was  obliged  there-^ 
fore  to  call  a  gondola^  who  ply  like  back^ 
ttey  coadhes,  and  in  which  I  was  placidly 
^nveyed  to  my  locanda  or  hdteh     As  it 
was  dark  I  faw  little  of  the  city  that  nighty 
Init  bufincfs  and  vifits  carried  me  over  the 
greateft  ,part  of  it  next  mornings    Its  fitua-^ 
tbn  is  certainly  the  oddeft  of  any  town  upon 
the  face  of  the  earth,  but  I  (hould  think  it 
tnuft  be  a'  difagreeable  place  to  refide  itt  con- 
^k^x\tiy.    There  can  not  be  a  greater  fmell  of 

pitch 
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)itch  and  tdr.oh  board  fliip.  Views  of  Venice 
00k  pretty  in  a  piftUre,  but  painting  can  not 
txprefs  the  bad  fmells  of  the  canals*     All 
he  buildings  too  are  reprefented  in  the  fame 
)right  perfpedive,  as  if  they  were  new. .  To 
00k  at   them  in  reality  many  appear  very 
ufty.     Nor  can  you  take  any  exercife  with* 
)ut  firft  rowing  three. miles  to  terra^^rma  to 
nourit  your"  horfe.     You  may  indeed  walk 
m   St,  Gcorge^s  garden,  but  the  fea  water 
binders  any  trees  from  growing  in  that  or 
Dther  places.    And  yet  I  have  feen  pretUy 
good  timber  near  the  fea- beach  in  fouthern 
countries.     That   however  is   the   common 
opinion  with  us.     After  having  fiiiiflied  nxy 
vifits  I  went  to  Murano  upon  bufinefs.     It 
is  an  ifland   a  mile  or  two   from  Venice; 
There^ate  a  number  of  little  iflands  fcattered 
about  the  lake  in  which  Venice  is  fituated, 
Ivhich  are  all  inhabited.     The  expanded  fur- 
face  of  placid  water  broken  at  a  diftance  by 
buildings,   formed  an  8greeal?le  perfpe£live# 
while  I  lay  reclined  at  my  eafe  in  the  gon- 
dola. 
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4ola.  At  low  NvAter  the  view  is  ftot  fo  beatt-* 
tiful,  as  fome  of  thte  fea-Weeds  ap|rtear  tipdn 
the  furfecc.  The  fhallowi-refs  of  the  lake 
adds  to  the  ftrength  of  the  town,  as,  tho* 
too  deej)  for  infantry  to  march  through,  it 
N^ould  not  admit  large  veflels  of  War>  except 
by  one  channel,  which  the  Venetians  would 
take  care  to  block  up,  and  dfeftroy  the  tnarks 
that  now  point  it  out.  Famine  indeed -would 
conquer  it,  which  thd*  a  tardy  operation, 
fiiews  it  is  not  abfolutely  impregnable,  as  th^ 
inhabitants  boaft. 

We  are  come  to  a  place  called  the  Mira, 
and  are  in  the  pot  of  a  fluice.  We  are 
rifing  at  prefent,  as  we  are  going  up  the 
river,  but  only  to  afcend  into  the  jaws  of 
a  hundred  beggars,  tvho  are  peeping  over  the 
brink*  I  am  now  dmoft  upon  a  level  with 
the  grouud  and  their  cries  pierce  my  ears, 
V^hile  their  heads  are  ftooping  down  and 
peeping  in  at  the  windows  of  my  bark. 

A  col* 
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A  collation  of  boiled  ch^fnuts  and  grapes, 
which  I  bought  to  get'  fome  change  for  the 
Vociferous  mepdicants,  has  ftopped  my  writ-* 
ing  for  fome  little  time,  but  they  being  con- 
fumed>  and  two  horfes  trotting  along  at  pre  fen  t 
with  my  veflel  in  tow,  nothing  hinders  me 
from  going  on  with  my  account  of  Venice* 

This  famous  republic,  founded  as  early  as 
I  have  mentioned  to  you,  has  for  a  long 
courfe  of  centuries  preferved  itfelf  uncon-^ 
quered,  tho*  oppofed  by  powerful  enemies. 
The  Turk  in  vain  employed  all  his  ftrength 
to  crufh  her^  and  the  conquerors  of  Alia 
fled  before  the  veflels  of  a  fmall  ariftocracy. 
But  (he  was  ftill  in  more  danger  when  the 
greateft  part  of  Europe  united  againft  her 
.  in  the  league  of  Cambray,  but  her  arms 
repelled  the  attacks  of  France,  Spain,  Italy, 
jmd  Germany,  while  her  policy  found  means 
to  divide  her  enemies.  In  the  very  time  of 
thefe  contefts  unrivalled  commerce  fpread 
her  fails,  and  all  the  fpices  of  India  pafled 
Vol.  III.  G  g  through' 
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through  her  hands.  But  the  heroic  valor 
of  Vafco  dc  Gama  m  gaffing  the  cape  of 
Good-hope^  gave  from  the  fbuth  poleji 
unexpc(Sled  wound  to  the' Venetians,  and 
the  commodities  which  had  come  by  laod 
over  the  ifthnius  of  Suez,  wer6  brought  a 
cheaper  way  by  fea  to  the  coafts  of  Portugal. 
As  other  nalions  fodn  (hared  with  the  Por- 
tuguefe  in  this  new  difcovery,  Venice  faw 
the  fource  of  her  opulence  precluded,  with- 
out being  able  to  complain  of  her  adverfa- 
fies,  and  from  that  time  (he  has  confiderabij 
funk  in  the  fcale  of  Europe.  The  Turk? 
drove  her  out  of  Candia,  and  the  was  ob- 
liged to  abandon  fhe  claffical  fields-  of  Greece 
to  thofe  barbarians*  But  ftill  I  think  fhe 
may  keep  what  reriiains  to  her,  and  conti- 
nue one  cff  the  moft  refpedable  powers  in 
Italy <  Her  own  alnK>ft  impregnable  capita] 
bids  her  laugh  at  any  enemy,  tho'  if  flie 
loft  her  pofieffioris  upon  the  continent,  her 
fituation  would  not  be  enviable,  and  ther 
would  joia  e:&trcmel7  well  to  the  domioions 
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f)f  tile  hdiife  of  Auftria.  However,  1  do 
hot  think  that  at  prefent  any  farther  ei> 
croachdieiits  will  be  madci  But  the  repub- 
lic by  no  meansr  retains  her  ancient  fplendor^ 
and  ths  fuperciiioufnefs  of  fome  of  her 
ienators  oftentimes  difpleafes  her  fubjeds# 
The  whole  nation  are  flaves  to  the  fenate, 
and  the  fenators  to  each  othef^  The  inquU 
iition  of  ftate  is  a  tribunal  of  the  moft  for* 
xnidable  nature.  Tho*  it  coilfifts  only  of 
three  pcrfons  annually  elected  from  the  fe* 
nate>  its  authority  is  fo  uncontrouled  as  to 
be  able  to  put  any  citii^en  to  death,  fenator 
4Dr  plebeian^  without  any  trial  or  even  rea- 
ion  given  for  it*  Their  property  is  alio  at 
their  difpc^al.  Nothing  can  mitigate  the 
horror  of  this  tribunal^  but  its  fo  frequently 
going  into  the  hands  of  different  noblaoien. 
Yet  ftill  no  perfoft  dares  utter  a  word  upon 
public  naatters,  and  a  nobleman  was  obliged 
to  aik  pardon  of  the  ienate  for  having  by 
miftake  juil  entered  ipto  the  gondola  of  our 
refident,  as  they  are  forbidden  to  have  a^y 
G  g  a  int^rcourfft. 
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intercourfe  with  public  minifters.  Thla 
miftake  is  moft  eafy  to  be  made  at  a  pub- 
lic place,  as  all  the  gondolas  are  covered 
with  black  cloth.  There  is  a  law  ta  this 
purpofe,  that  pcrfons  may  not  run  to  an 
expenfive  emulation  in  adorning  their  barks. 
The  regulation  may  be  good,  but  it  makes 
the  town  very  melancholy  with  all  thofe 
black  hearfes  gliding  along  the  watery  ftreets 
of  iti  Upon  my  return  from  Murano  I 
went  to  the  fquare  of  St.  Maik,  which  is 
noble,  but  not  very  large,  and  at  the  end  of 
it  ftand  the  doge's  palace  and  the  fenate 
houfc.  I  can  not  leave  my  difcourfe  upon 
this  town  without  mentioning  the.  arfenal, 
which  is  well  worth  feeing,  and  where  there 
are  a  number  of  fhips  and  gallies  ready  for 
putting  to  fea,  and  among  the  reft  the  Bucin* 
toro,  or  magnificent  galley  on  which  the 
doge  mounts,  when  he  weds  the  lea  upon 
Afcenfion-day,  a  ceremony  originally  intro- 
duced to  fliew  the  republic's  domihioh  over 
the  Adriatic.    A  ring  is  thrown  into  the 

water 
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\i^ter  ii>  taken  of  the  cfpoufals,  but  a  thread' 
tied  to  It  fec«res  it  as  a  perqviifite  to  fom$ 
of  the  officers.  The  words  pronounced  are, 
**  Dejpmfamui  /f,  mare^  in  fgnum  vert  et  per ^ 
**  petrii  imperii*^  *  The  Venetian  empite 
over  the  Adriatic  is  however,  difputed  by 
ibme  nations,  and  I  confefs  I  am  of  opinion, 
with  Grotius,  .that  the  fea  is  not  capable  of 
propriety,  in  cpntradiditfn.  tQ  pur  learned 
Selden^  '  • 

Fadua,  half  after  7  o'clock. 

A  N  accident  hindered  my  proceeding  iu 
the  bark  any  further  than  to  a  pUce  called, 
the  puolo.  The  Brenta  was  fo  fwoln  by 
the  latp  rains,  (not.  that  I  think  we  have 
had  much  at  Venice,)  however,  perhaps 
frpm  the  melting  of  the  Inow  upon  the 
Alps,  ,  there  was  fuch  a  flood,  that  the 
gates  of  the  fluice  at  the  Duojo,  coujd  not 

*  *^  We  efpoufe  thee,  O  fea,  in  token  of  our  true  and 
^  perpcttial  ctopirc  over  thee." 

G  g  3  he 


*r 
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be  opened.  The  Brefita,  th$  Po,  tbcAdip, 
attd  all  other  riyers  whiph  cc»ne  frpmtb 
mountaiu§  of  the  Tirqle,  JM^eycry  fyb^ed  toiii- 
undations^  from  the  water  of  faow  poiiri/:j 
down  frqm  their  elevated  Aimnuts.  % 
former  indeed^  is  generally  a  caufe  of  tli( 
latter.  For  as  there  ia  (Qntinuallj  foo« 
upqn  the  fumtnits,  whe^jever  ^y  rain  falls 
it  melts  fome  part  of  it#  B\;t  we  ipay  havf 
more  differtations  about  that  mountajnoiiJ 
province,  as  I  am  fo  (hortly  to  pafs  throuji 
it.  Finding  myfelf  not  able  to  proceed  aiij 
farther  by  water,  feme  other  expedieut  va5 
to  be  thought  of  to  get  to  fadua,  and  aftc: 
various  difficulties  I  hired  a  Jittlc  open  chak 
with  two  horfes,  whiph  are  common  l^ 
thefe  parts  of  Italy,  and  left  my  bag0« 
and  fervant  to  wait  till  the  morning.  X^p 
parting  I  found  myfelf  in  the  middle  of  2 
vorte:^  of  dirt*  The  lowneft  and  op^"^^^ 
of  the  parriage^  the  b^dnpfs  of  the  road, 
and  the  galloping  pf  the  horfes,  was  tiu 
caufe  of  my  being  furroundcd  by  this  n^^' 
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tmofpbere*  Indeed  by  going  flow  I  could 
ave  avoided  beeomuig  ^  mud  wall,  for 
ach  was  my  exterior  appjeanmce  upon  my 
rrival  at  Padua,  but  as  the^  horfes  at  firil 
etting  out  had  done  almoft  as  much  damage 
s  was  poffible,  I  thought  it  beft  to  proceed, 
hat  I  might  arrive  time  enough  for  the 
i^adovan  gates,  which  ar^  ihut  about  aa 
lour  and  a  half  afjter  funf>fet^  Befides  I 
lad  a  Pruflian  cloak,  which  preferved  my 
:loaths  from  fufFeriog  by  the  eddy  of  mud, 
ivhich  was  flying  round  me.  As  ojy  chaife 
was  {p  little  aad  went  (q  fai):,  and  as  long 
before  I  got  to  Padua  it  was  dark,  I  was 
fomething  afraid  of  being  overturaed,  but  I 
comforted  myfelf  with  there  being  fo  much 
clay  all  about,  that  I  fhould  fall  as  foft  as 
upon  a  feather  bed.  Not  but  that  precipices 
gave  me  fcimc  uqeafy  feiifations  from  time 
to  time,  for  there  are  many  in  thefe  countries, 
as  they  are  forced  to  make  dykes  againft  al|l 
their  rivers,  and  very  often  the  road  goes 
upon  the  top  of  them.  But  the  gates  of 
G  g  4  Padua 
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l^adua  at  laft  appeared  in  view  through  the 
obfcurity  of  the  night,  when  I  foon  reached 
the  inn,  which  ap  prefent  flielters  me,  by 
name  the  Star,  | 

A  melancholy  perfon  has  been  walking  up 

i 
and  down  the  great  hall  adjoining  to    my 

room.     At  times  he  retired  a  little  into  his  | 
own  apartment  and  played  upon  the  German 
flute.     The  patheticnefs  of  the  airs,  and  the 
Scotch  turn  they  had,  made  me  enquire  who 
it  was,  and  I  found  it  to  be  lord  Elcho,  ba- 
jiifhed  for  ever  from  his  native  country  for 
•one  rafti  ftep,  and  condemned  to  be  a  perpe- 
tual vagabond  upon  the  face  of  the  earth,  zad 
dependent  upon   the  charity  of  foreigners. 
P   houfe   of  Stuart,    how   many  haft   thou 
drawn  into  that  fatal  vortex,  which  has  ever 
\>ppn  ready  to  ingulph  thy  fons  ! 


li^i^ 
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Padua,.  1 1  o'cloc'k  morning, 
Tuefday,  Oct.  20,  176 1. 

W  E  have  had  iiothiag  but  rain  fiace  I 
laft  took  up  my  pen.  Many  different  opini- 
ons have  been  offered  about  my  departure  for 
Germany  tomorrow  moming. .  Some  fay  I 
ihall  be  able  to  go  away  ^nd  others  not,  upoa 
account  of  the  waters,  which  are  imagined 
to  be  out  towards  Trevifo  and  B^ilanq^ 

Going  into  a  church  this  morning  I  faw 
fome  boys,  who  were. receiving  inftrudion  in 
the  Ghriftian  doftrine  fi?om  a  frier,  I  with 
my  guide  fat  me  down  a  little  behind  the 
youths  to  partake  pf  their  inftrudlion.  The 
fubjeft  treating  of  was^  the  nature  of  the 
puniftimcnt  of  the  damned.  We  trembled 
ftt  t\ip  defcri|)tipi>  of,  fir?  ^iid  brin^flone,  but 

'  m 
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ftill  more  when  the  frier  informed  us,  that 
this  was  nothing'  at  all.  *^  No,"  fays  he, 
•*  the  greateft  puniihment  of  the  danned 
**  is  being  deprived  of  the  prefence  of  God, 
^^  who  being  our  beginning  and  end,  think 
**  what  torment  it  miift  be  to  live  without 
**  our  beginning  and  without  our  ,end.  Whicli 
^'  of  thefe  two  punifhmenfcs  do  you  think 
'  **  the  worft,  little  Franctfco  ?"  laid  the  pre- 
ceptor  :  and  the  child  naturally  anfwenDg, 
the  fire,  he  received  a  rap  upon  his  knuckles 
with  a  wand*  the  pedagogue  carried  in  his 
hand,  and  was  ordered  to  give  nciore  atten- 
tion to  what  was  told  him.  From  puolih* 
ments  we  glanced  away  to  the  fins  whicli 
occafioned  them,  and  by  their  recital  put 
many  ideas  into  the  childrens  hefids^  which 
I  dare  fay  they  never  had  before.  Speaking 
of  eating  meat  in  lent  time,  the  preceptor 
afked  ns,  if  we  did  not  think  it  imjuft  for  a 
temporary  crime,  (for  he  could  eat  a  nicely 
dreffed  fowl  in  half  an  hour,)  that  we  ihouM 
undergo  eternal  condemnation.  We  all  looked 

ii5 
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as  if  we  were  of  that  opinion,  till  he  told.us 
that  it  was  not  the  duration  of  the  crime, 
hui  th?  eternity  of  that  Being  who  w;|s  of-- 
fended,  which  rendered  the  punifhment  eter- 
naL  Ujpon  this  decifion  I  was  obliged  to 
come  away,  as  my  guide  did  not  feem  to  re- 
li(h  the  lefture  fp  much  as  myfelf,  and  told 
toe  it  wfts  time  for  ug  to  be  going. 

My  fears  are  but  too  true*  The  maftet 
of  the  chaife  I  have  hired  to  carry  me  tQ 
Augfbourg,  has  jufl  been  at  the  inn,  to  in* 
form  me,  that  it  is  inipoflible  to  go  away^ 
tomorrows  that  the  waters^  are  ;iU  out  and 
there  is  nopaiTmg*  As  I  can  not  fight  againft 
inundations  of  riv«jrs,  I  nquft  even  be  con- 
tent and  divert  mylfelf  at  P^dua  aj»  well  as  I 
can.  , 


LET- 
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LETTER  XLV. 


Ticnti^  II  o*clock  in  tbematXf 
Suodar,  OAober  25,  1761. 

jLJL  S  yon  Will  lec  by  my  date  I  am  arrivci 
at  the  famous  city  of  Trcntc  in  the  Tirole, 
the  ancient  Rhartia.     I  am  noiw  forrooni- 
by  die  mountains  that  divide  Italy  from  ?:? 
reft  of  the  world ;  for  the  Tirole,  tho'  it  goes 
by  another  name,  is  nothing  but  a  continua' 
tion  of  the  Alps,  and  the  Romans  only  cod- 
iidered   it  as   fuch,   tho*  they  gave  it  tie 
name  of  Rhaetia*     Indeed,  it  has  the^dviB- 
tage  of  having  a  very  good  road   through  i^ 
which   the  Alps,  properly  fo   called,  have 
not.     From  Padua  to  this  place  we  have 
gone  moft  part  of  the  way  upon  the  banks  01 
the  Brenta.     We  are  now  come  to  thofc  of  j 
|:he  Adige,  upon  which  Trente  is  fituate^i 
jmd  fhall  fpUow  its  courfe  for  a  great  p3/^^^ 
.•      .    •  "  til? 
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heTirole.    In  thefe  countries,  where  the 

Tiountahis  are  fo  high,  that  it  is  impoffible 

to  pafs  over  the  fnow-clad  fummits,  there  is 

no   way  of  travelling,  but  by  the  fides  of 

rivers  which  Jead  through  them.     The  gufli- 

ing  of  the  torrents,  with  the  hills  rifing  oa 

each  ^fide  of  them,   form  moft  pifturefcjue 

views.   I  have  bid  adieu  then  to  Italy,  which 

I   can  not  ^enyto  be  an  agreeable  couiitryi 

the'  it  has  its  drawbacks  as  well  as  others. 

There  was  a  great  quantity  of  water  in  the 

roads  hithier,  notwithftanding  the  floods  are 

faid  to  have  decreafed  near  three  or  four  feet. 

We  were  even  obliged  to  take  a  guide  to 

Ihew  ys  fome  round  about  ways  in  order  to 

avoid  the  greateft  part  of  the  inundations. 

At  length  we  arrived  -to  the  banks  of  the 

Brenta,   w^hich   we  paffed  in   a   ferry,   and 

from   thence   continued  our  courfe.  to  this 

place.     We  paffed  by  the  Covolo,  a  fortrefs 

belonging  to  the  emprefs  queen,  where  the 

foldiers  are  drawn  up  into  a  hole  in  the  rock, 

and  would  not  fear  ,aa  enemy,  if  the;^  could 

iiye 
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live  upon  air.    The  city  6f  Trente,  where 
I  am  at  prefent,  is  fomous^  for  the  Roman 
catholic  council  held  here  about   two  hun- 
dred years  ago.    It  was  aflcmblcd  to  coun- 
tcrad  the  doctrines  of  the  proteftants,  which 
had  ipread  through  all  the  northern  parts  of 
Europe.     It  begail  under  the  pontificare  of 
Pius    the  fourth.      The  council    was  fiift 
held  in  the  year   1545,  and  concluded  after 
divers  interruptions  in  the  year  1563.     You 
may  imagine  they  vented  much   bile  in  it 
againft  the  proteftants,  and  condemned,  or, 
as  my  landlord  calls  it,  ftdminattd  all  their 
tenets.     They  fliewed  me  the  place  where 
it  was  aflembled,  and  many  other  things, 
but  nothing  worth  recounting.     The  city  of 
Trente   is  governed  by  a  bifhop,  and  is  one 
of  thofe  confufed  forts  of  conftitutions  in 
Germany,  where,  notwithftanding   the  bi- 
ihop*s   being  called  fupreme  in  fpiritual  and 
temporal  affairs,  he   is,   in  fome   meafurct 
^ubje£t  to  the  city  of  Infprugh,  or  to  the 
government  of  the  queen  of  Hungary,   h 

matters 
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natters  of  confequence  the  confent  of  the 
:own  of  Infprugh  is  neceffary  to.  ratify  his 
lav^rs.  However,  they  call  this  bifliop  their 
fovereign,  and  in  all  common  things  he  is 
fuch.  The  language  commonly  talked^  here 
is  Italian,  notwithftanding  the  city  is  great- 
ly inhabited  by  German  merchants  and 
tradefmcD,  and  the  greateft  number  of 
the  fervants  are  Germans.  The  talking 
Italian  is  neceffarily  derived  from  the  neigh- 
bouring commerce  with  Italy,  of  which 
Trente  was  anciently  called  the  gates. 

— -  Mox  mde  Tridentum 

Venimus,  Italicae  quae  prima  eft  jsmua  terrx. 

I  have  finifhed  my  defcription  of  the 
government  of  Trente,  and  as  the  poftilion  is 
ready  to  go  away,  I  (hall  leave  the  place,  and 
the  defcription  of  it  at  the  fame  time,  ^ 


Saint 
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Saiat  Michael  ditto  ia  the  evening. 

W  E  have  penetrated  farther  into  moun- 
tains^ 

Green  with  high  groves  that  wave  amid  the  clouds* 

Thofe  at  a  difiancS  are  covered  wifh  eternal 
fnow,  and  render  the  air  very  keen  anJ 
fliarp.  There  is  a  moft  fatal  cuf!om  too  in 
the  houfe  where  I  am  at  prefent,  of  not 
lighting  up  the  ftoves  till  the  firft  of  No- 
vember, tho'  I  have  by  perfuaiion  got  them  to 
put  fome  fire  into  mine,  but  it  requires  time 
to  heat  the  atmofphere.  Thefe  ftovesare 
certainly  the  moft  difagreeable  contrivances 
for  foreigners  that  were  ever  invented. 
You  can  not  fee  a  bit  of  the  flame  of  the 
fire,  but  this  is  the  leaft  of  their  incon- 
veniencies..  What  I  find  the  greateft  i^f 
that  the^fire  is  by  thefe  means  kept  allwltii- 
in  the  room,  the  fuSbcating  heat  of  whicli 
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is  like  ^n  bven  and  caufes  no  fmall  head*aches» 
Nor  has  cuftom  during  the  year  I  ftayed  at 
Leipzig,  taught  me  to  bear  them.  In  ele- 
gant houfes,  howeveri  where  the  ftove  is 
well  formed,  it  makes  a  very  pretty  orna- ' 
ment.  It  looks  like  a  pyramidical  funeral 
pile  in  honor  of  fome  hero.  But  lodks  can 
never  compenfate  for  the  difagreeablenefs  of 
their  feel,  and  I  declare  I  have  often  waked 
gafping  for  breath  at  Leipzig  from  the  quan- 
tity of  fuel  put  into  them  from  without 
before  I  got  up.  However,  to  Ihew  you  the 
difference  of  opinions,  a  German  author  I 
have  upon  the  table  fpeaks  of  them  as 
follows. 

"  There  has  never  been  a  better,  or  more 
*^  convenient  invention  than  our  ftoves.  At 
f *  a  fire  in  a  chimney  you  can  neither  per- 
"  feftly  heat  yourfelf,  nor  have  you  the 
"  liberty  of  moving  about  as  you  pleafe,  as 
**  you  muft  keep  clofe  to  the  grate  to  be 
"  warm.     Befides,  the  blaze  of  the  fire  is 

Vol.  III.  H  h  "  pre- 
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•*  prejudicial  to  the  eye  fight«  But  witli 
*•  ftoves,  as  the  whole  air  in  the  room  ij 
•*  heated,  yoia  have  the  liberty  of  moviD| 
**  about  as  much  as  you  pleafe,  and  of  per- 
.  *'  forming,  without  any  inconvenience, 
*•  whatever  bufinefs  you  may  have  to  do. 
**  The  poor  people,  by  their  affiftance,  p 
"  all  the  winter  without  fufFering  thelesi: 
^*  cold,  and  are  at  a  fmall  expence  for  id 
•*  and  cloaths." 

My  fervant  has  fupped,  and  IamgoiD| 
to  bed.  The  'declivity  of  German  \^ 
makes  at  leaft  an  angle  of  forty- five  degrees 
with  the  horizon.  That  which  I  amgoiog 
into  at  prefent  is  not  quite  fo  much  elevated, 
but  I  have  not  as  yet  penetrated  for  into 
Germany.  I  then  expe£l-  to  find  a  feather- 
bed put  on  the  top  of  me  as  well  as  under* 
neath,  and  be  packed  up  for  the  night  like* 
jewel  in  cotton. 
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Obman,  Tucfday,  OS  27,  1761 
half  after  11,  morniag. 

The  country  thro' which  we  have  paffed  this 
morning, and  indeed  quite  fromTrente  hither^ 
is   pretty,    always  upon  the   banks   of  the 
Adige,  which  has  been   our  conftant   com- 
panion from  that   city,  as   the  Brenta  was 
before   we  came  to  it#    The  mountains  of 
the  Tirole  are  now   become   very  beautiful 
and  covered  with  trees.  At  the  beginning  of 
it  they  were   more  barren.     From  time  to 
time  they  are  interfperfed  with  the  moft  de- 
lightful hoary  cafcades,  which  tumble  down 
from  rock  to  rock,  and  form  the  mof!  charm- 
ing fcenes   imaginable.     I  confefs  myfelf  a 
vaft  advocate  for  mountainous  countries,  and 
wifli  it  was  in  my  power  always  to  live  in 
them.     The  mind  is  elevated  at  the  fight  of 
thefe  craggy  rocks  ;    and  the   hand  of  an 
Almighty  Creator  feems  more  vifible  in  thefe 
ftupendous  mounds  of  earth  before  me,  than 

in  the  more  placid  trads   of  level   ground. 
H  h  2  Man^ 
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Many  are  the  fnow-clad  fummits  on  which 
hunaan  foot  never  trod.  I  doubt  whether  the 
birds  raife  their  flight  to  thofe  inhofpitable 
regipns.  Bears  and  wolves  alone  poflefs  the 
hoary  forefts,  and  look  down  upon  the  fub- 
jacent  valleys  undifturbed  by  man.  Tre- 
mendous as  are  the  craggy  tops,  fo  fertile 
are  the  vallies.  The  vine  is  every  where 
cultivated,  and  produces  tolerable  wine.  The 
drefs  of  the  mhabitants,  which  is  commonly 
green,  adds  to  the  ruralnefs  of  the  fcene,  and 
the  foamuig  Adjge,  from  whofe  banks  rife 
forefts  of  ftrait  pines,  compleats  the  whole. 
I  have  nothing  to  complain  of  but  the  cold, 
•  and  the  harfhnefs  of  the  language  which  now 
founds  all  about  me.  Both  are  more  fenfible 
by  coming  from  fouthern  climates,  and 
leaving  the  foft  tone  of  the  Italian.  Re- 
doubled confonants  now  grate  upon  liiy 
ear,  and  I  almoft  agree  with  the  grammarian, 
who  calls  German  a  language  for  his  horfes. 

Stertzen, 
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Stcrtzcn,  Wedncfday,  Oft.  28,  ijiu 
12  o'clock  at  noon* 

What  cold  I  have  felt  in  my  journey  this 
aorning  !  The  farther  you  penetrate  among 
he  mountains,  the  higher  they  grow,  and 
he  fharper  the  weather  feels.  We  had  rain 
:his  morning,  and  fnow  upon  the  tops  of  the 
nountains.  The  road  has  been  much  of 
:he  fame  fort  as  that  we  have  for  fome  time 
pafled,  that  is  by  the  fide  of  the  Adige,  with 
mountains  on  each  hand  of  us.  It  is 
^ery  good,  at  leaft  at  prefent,  now  we 
are  advanced  into  the  Tirole,  for  at  the 
beginning  it  was  ftony  and  bad,  but  we 
went  a  bye-way  to  avoid  the  floods.  We 
are  now  got  much  too  high  for  any  thing  of 
that  kind,  and  (hall  in  the  evening  be  in  the 
center  of  thefe  mountains,  from  whence  we 
Ihall  defcend  as  gradually  as  we  have  hither* 
to  rifen. 


H  h  3  lean 
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I  can  fpe^k  little  to  you  about  the  people, 
as  I  only  keep  company  with  inn^keeperSj 
and  ithe  few  perfons  I  meet  upon  the  roai 
One  of  thefe  feemed  a  fmart  young  man  tE 
morning,  but  (he  proved  afterwards  an  Italian 
dancing  girl,  who  was  returning  from  Brunf- 
wlck  with  her  cully,  He  is  of  Liege  and 
dreffed  in  the  German,  or  rather  bearilli 
fafhion,  with  a  great  furred  cloak  and  a  night- 
cap, that  makes  him  look  like  a  Friezeland 
hen,  the  common  night-caps  in  Germany 
being  made  of  that  frizled  fort  of  commoditv. 
The  lady  is  more  elegant.  She  has  a  fort  of 
black  velvet  travelling  jockey  cap.  This  added 
to  a  red  coat  and  a  blue  waiftcoat  brocaded 
with  filver,  makes  her  a  perfe<9:  contraftto 
her  inamorato  :  however,  I  mnft  confefsheis 
much  better  dreffed  for  this  rugged  clime. 

Ditto,  at' an  inn  upon  the  top  of  djcmoufltaifl 
of  Brenner,  8  p*cIock  atnigbt. 

All  the  country  round  about  is  covered 
with  fnqw,  and  my  feet  were  quite  dead  with 
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:old  when  I  firft  came  in*  As  there  was  no 
irp  in  any  of  the  ftoves,  I  was  obliged  to.^  he 
:ontent  with  that  of  the  kitchen  for  fome 
ime.  There  were,  indeed,  two  kitcheii  fires 
)ppofite  each  other  in  a  narrow  room,  fo  that 
[  had  the  plcafure  of  having  fome  heat  on 
)oth  fides.  By  thefe  means  I  renewed  the 
/ital  warmth  in  my  body,  and  am  come  here 
into  my  room  to  write..  The  ftove  has  not 
received  heat  enough  as  yet,  to  give  any  fen- 
fation  of  it  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  room* 
My  hands  are  even  got  again  fo  cold,  that  I 
can  hardly  write.  But  they  tell  me  fupper 
is  juft  coming,  which  I  hope  will  warm  me, 
and  then  I  will  continue  my  paper.  • 

There  is  not  as  yet  a  proper  alliance 
formed  between  German  Ciookery  and  my 
ftomach,  though  a  quantity  of  ftevved  prunes 
I  fwallowed  is  attempting  to  expel  the  hof- 
tile  particles,  and  reftore  peace  and  harmony 
there.  In  the  mean  time  an  old  woman  is 
jnaking  my  bed,  for -upon  the  continent  we 
H  h  4  do 
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do  not  think  it  any  derogation  from  our 
honor,  to  eat  and  fleep  in  the  fame  room. 
The  German  double  feather  bed  is  puttinj 
in  order.  This  manner  of  lying  feems2 
little  particular  to  a  perfon,  who  comes  from 
Italy  and  Spain,  where  they  ufe  no  feathe: 
beds  at  alK  Indeed  in  hot  countries  they 
are  difagreeable,  however  in  our  raw  climate, 
one  as  we  ufe  may  be  borne  with.  But  ano- 
ther ftill  on  top  feems  as  if  the  people  y 
a  mind  to  bury  you  in  feathers. 


Untcrfhocnbcrg,  quarter  after  12  at  doob, 
Thurfday,  Oftobcr  29,  i?^'* 

Notwithftanding  the  fnow  -  which  envi- 
roned my  inn  upon  the  mountain  this  morn- 
ing, I  was  obliged  to  get  up  before  the  k 
had  begun  to  cheer  the  fape  of  nature- 1  ^^^^ 
not  gone  far  before  I  found  it  fo  cold  Id  tk 
chaife,  that,  notwithftanding  the  road  was 
dirty,  I  thought  it  better  to  go  on  foo^>^^ 
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warm  myfelf,  than  perifli  in  fedentary  clean* 
linefs.  •  I  believe  I  walked  near  five  miles^ 
As  the  poftilion  did  not  appear  with  my  equi-^ 
page,  I  fat  down  tired  upon  a  hill  impending 
over  the  village  at  which  I  am  at  prefent. 
The  fun  (hone  bright,  but  I  could  not  ob- 
ferve  his  diminiflied  altitude  without  fighing 
for  the  comfortable  rays  of  that  luminary, 
which  1  felt  in  Spain  and  Italy.     The  place 
was  pretty.     The  foaming  river  Inne   was 
roaring   about  a   hundred  yards  below  me, 
and  bearing  its  tribute  to  the  Danube.     Thia 
is  the  name  of  the  torrent  which  has  fuc- 
cceded  to  the  Adige,  and  by  the  fides  of  which 
we  always  go  now.     The  rivers  on  the  fide 
of  the  mountain  Brenner,  on  which  we  are  at 
prefent,  all  run  towards  Germany.     On  the 
other  fide  of  it  they  all  bend  their  courfe  to 
Italy.   So  that  as  1  have  been  afcending  from 
Padova  hither,  I  (hall  now  have  a  little  def- 
cent  <juite  to  Holland.   I  mean  an  impercep- 
tible declivity,  but  that  Holland  is  lower  than 
where  I  am  at  prefent  is  undoubted,  from  the 

Hhine^s 
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Rhine's  running  from  thefe  mountain;  tlii« 
then  The  Rhine  indeed,  properly  rifes  io 
Switzerland,  but  it  is  the  fame  chain  of  bi 
which  extend  from  thence  quite  hither,  an<i 
inclofe  Italy.  Notwithftanding  the  great 
loaring  the  Inne  ixiakes  in  its  defcent,  it  Is 
but  a  little  river  here,  as  you  will  imagine, 
when  you  confider  it  only  has  begun  h 
courfe  from  the  top  of  the  mountain  I  n 
upon  this  morning.  The  Adlge  and  laoc 
derive  their  fources  almoft  from  the  fame 
place,  but  take  different  fides  of  the  moun« 
tain,  whofe  declivity  makes  their  courfe  fo 
fbnorous.  It  looks  beautiful  to  fee  tta 
half  blue  and  half  white,  beating  along  tk 
ftones  as  they  rufh  down.  The  lane  at 
leaft  looked  very  pretty  from  the  place  where 
I  fat,  inclofed  in  its  channel  by  fteep  bills 
covered  with  fir3,  and  to  inrich  the  view, 
there  was  the  little  village  of  Unterflioen- 
burg  in  the  bottom,,  where  I  am  at  pr^i^^' 
lodged. 

Pitto 
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Ditto  in  the  evening,  Ijfifprugh, 

UPON  my  arrival  in  this  capital  of  the 
rirole  I  was  pbliged  to  walk  about  to  two  or 
:hree  places  to  get  my  palTport  through  the 
jueen   of  Hungary's  territories   confirmed* 
There  are  ten  Pruffiaa  general  officers,  prifo^ 
tiers   of  war,  here  in  Infprugh.    There  are 
likewife    fome   other  inferior  officers   with 
them,  none  of  whom  can  certainly  get  out 
of   thefe  mountains  without  the    emprefs 
queen's  confent.     She  abfolutely  commands 
all  the  paffes  of  Italy  on  this  fide,     I  ima- 
gine a  few  thoufand  men  could  defend  the 
Tirole  againft  the  world.     The  Brenni  were 
the  ancient  inhabitants  of  this  country,  and 
it  harboured  divers  barbarous  nations  after 
the   fall  of  Rome,    till  it  came   inta  the 
hands  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  who  had  ex* 
tended  their  empire  over  the  neighbouring 
cantons  of  Switzerland,  but  were  driven  out 
by  that  enthufiafm  of  liberty,  which  feized 

thofe 
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thofe  mountaineers.  As  for  Infprugh  it 
feems  a  large  town,  but  its  buildings  par« 
take  of  the  ruggednefs  of  the  rocks,  which 
furround  it.  The  hills  however,  are  re- 
moved at  fomewhat  a  greater  diftance,  and 
the  valley  in  which  it  is  fituated  appears  fer- 
tile. It  is  watered  by  the  river  Inne,  from 
whence  I  fuppofc  the  town  derives  its  name. 
I  have  been  fo  inclofed  with  mountains  that 
I  breathe  a  little  at  this  opening,  but  it  will 
be  ftill  fome  time  before  I  (hall  be  able  to  be* 
hold  a  free  horizon.  I  love  hills,  but  we  have 
been  lately  too  much  penned  up  with  rocks 
of  a  ftupendous  height, 

Seafclt,  half  after  12,  noon, 
Friday,  OS.  30,   1761. 

I  have  juft  dined.  Before  dinner  I  went 
to  the  little  church  of  the  place.  A  lay  frier, 
who  belonged  to  the  adjoining  convent, 
(hewed  me  a  little  hole  before  the  principal 
altar,  whereuuto  hangs  the  following  tale, 

written 
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vritten  in  large  chara^ers,  and  hung  up  in  a 
:on{picuous  place  of  the  church,  in  Latin, 
Snglifli,  French,  German,  Spanifh,  and  Ita- 
lan.  How  fuch  a  ftory  can  be  publicly  pro- 
::laiiiied  in  a  facred  place  you  will  join  with 
me  in  wondering. 

In  the  year   1384,  one  Ofwald  Milfer,,  a 
gentleman  of  diftinftion  in  this  country,  had  a 
mind  to  receive  the  facrament  in  this  church. 
You  know  fhe  Roman  catholics  inftead  of 
bread  make  ufe  of  wafers,  which  they  blefs 
in  the  fame  manner  as  we  do.     The  efFedl 
indeed,  is  efteemed  different.   We  only  allow 
our  bread  and  wine  to  be  holy  after  the  con- 
fecratioii,  the  Roman  catholics  maintain,  that 
theirs  becomes   the  body  and  blood  of  our 
Saviour.  They  have  alfo  two  forts  of  wafers, 
or  hofts,  (oftiae  in  Latin,)  which  they  confe- 
crate.     One  made  in  the   form  of  a  larger 
circle  which  the  priefts  ufe   when  they  fay 
mafs,  and  another  of  lefs  dixjienfions  for  the 
laity,  who  have  a  mind  to  receive  the  com- 
munion. 
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inuinon«  Mr.  Ofwald  Milfer  thought  him* 
fclf  fo  great  a  perfonage  as  to  dcfem  tlic 
larger  mouthful  inftead  of  the  lefs,  and  in 
confequence  ordered  the  prieft  to  give  him  tie 
formen  The  clergyman  not  having  anundto 
difoblige  a  great  man,  or  for  fbme  other  reafoo^ 
complied  with  his  requeft,  but  no  fooner  had 
the  wafer  entered  his  mouth  than  the  grouoi 
opened,  and  he  began  (inking  down  to  tk 
black  Tartarean  aby  fs.  He  grafped  the  altar 
in  defcending,  and  the  prieft  ran  and  took 
the  confecrated  wafer  out  of  his  mouth. 
When,  oh  horrible  !  the  prieft  beheld  upon 
the  wafer  the  marks  of  the  aggreflbr's  teeth, 
which  in  fbme  places  had  made  blood  iffiic 
out  from  it,  and  in  others  had  left  black  ad 
blue  marks.  Ofwald  Milfer  finding  himlelf 
up  to  his  knees  under  ground,  fainted  away. 
But  at  lafl  he  came  to  himfelf,  and  fhocked 
at  the  prodigy,  of  which  he  had  been  the  in- 
ftrument,  retired  to  a  country  houfe,  where 
he  lived  the  remainder  of  his  life,  (t«^ 
years)  in  the  moll  auflere  penance,,    Ti^ 
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Opening  of  the  ground  before  the  altar  is 
the  hole  which'is  (hewn  to  this  day.  His 
wife  too  fufiered  a8  rnuch  as  himfelf,  for  not 
believing,  when  he  returned  melancholy 
home,  what  he  told  her.  She  faid  it  was  as 
impoffible  as  for  frefh  rofes  to  ihoot  up  from 
the  table  before  her,  when  lo !  frelh  rofes 
fprung  up  from  the  table.  This  prodigy 
ftruck  her  mind,  flic  burft  out  of  the  room 
and  ran  howling  into  the  woods.  She  re- 
mained there,  and  fliunning  every  human 
creature,  nouriflied  herfelf  in  the  fame  man- 
ner as  the  wolves. 

Mittlcwolt  ditto  in  the  evening. 

I  am  at  length  out  of  the  queen  of  Hun- 
gary's territories,  and  in  thofe  of  the  eleftor 
of  Bavaria.  A  fortrefs  about  two  miles  from 
this  place,  after  having  paffed  through  it, 
delivered  me  from  the  roughnefs  of  her 
officers,  who  feem  to  want  that  civility  ex- 
perienced in  other  nations  upon  the  conti- 
X  nent. 
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ncnt.  We  left  the  mountains,  and  the  gd 
roads  at  the  fame  time^  and  I  thought  w^ 
fliould  have  left  the  Italian  poftilion  ^ 
who  was  put  under  arrcft  for  doing  wk: 
nobody  could  do  for  him  behind  the  anglt 
of  a  fortification.  But  we  got  him  off  for 
money,  and  he  has  been  fwearing  all  tie 
way  fince,  that  he  never  faw  fuch  s^  countrr 
in  his  life,  where  it  is  not;  lawful  to  exoiie- 
rate  nature. 


Bachen  Kirchen,  half  after  1 1  in  the  momb^^i 
Saturday,  Oftobcrji,  I761. 

We  have  had  very  bad  roads  from  Mittle- 
wolt  hither.  They  are  fo  narrow,  that  the 
generality  of  carriages  can  hardly  pafs  along 
them.  As  the  vehicle  I  am  in  at  prefent 
was  made  on  purpofe,  I  have  come  alonj 
pretty  well.  But  I  remember  the  firft  tinw 
I  went  through  Bavaria,  to  go  from  Leipzig 
to  Rome,  fome  country  people  were  iom 
to  work,  a   long  time  with   pick- axes  aoi 

{hovelsj 
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(hovels^  before  they  could  make  a  way  for 
the  German  built  coach  1  then  had,  I  have 
fbme  fufpicion  they  fill  up  the  roads  on  pur- 
pofe  to  get  money  from  paflengers  by  open- 
ing them  again.  At  leaft,  they  have  ^irorked 
for  fo  many  perfons  I  know,  that  the  roads 
ought  to  be  wide  enough  for  any  carriage  at 
prcfent,  which  is  not  the  cafe^ 


Vol.  m.  n  LET- 
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LETTER       XLVL 


lifi^D)  8  o'ck>ek  in  tfae  eyeaingy 
Sunday,  November  i,  1761* 

jlVs  ufual,'  juff  comd  from  ^arnring  toy 
feet  at  the  kitchen  fire.  We  arrived  here 
late  this  evening,  near  an  hour  arid  a  half 
after  dark*  The  poftilion  was  delayed  this 
morning,  in  order  to  hear  mafs,  and  made 
this  ptifh  to  be  able  to  get  tomorrow  to 
Aug{bourg.  'We  got  a  man  to  go  with  us 
as  a  guide  at  a  village  about  fix  miles  from 
hence.  He  had  a  lanthorn,  with  a  twink- 
ling farthing  candle  in  it,  which  he  carried 
before  us  under  pretence  of  giving  light. 
In  this  manner,  tho'  with  fome  little  fear^ 
I  arrived  fafe  to  the  place  which  now  fhelters 
me.  My  apprehenfions  were  increafed  by 
the-  great  proximity  of  the  bottom  of  my 
wheels  to  each  other,  whiih  I  was  afraid 
:  :       miglit 
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tliight  be  the  occafion  of  an  overturni  M/ 
chaife  tvheeU  are  made  purpofely  fo  con* 
verging  at  the  lowef  part,  upon  account  of  the 
ftreightnefs  of  the  roads  in  Bdvaria.  Tomor- 
row morning,  fourteen  or  fifteen  miles  froth 
hence,  1  fhall  quit  this  eledorate^  and  comd 
tinder  the  dominion  of  the  town  of  Augf* 
fbourgi  which  is  a  free  city  of  the  empire* 

Lcichfelt,  ii  o'clock  in  the  liidrning, 
Monday,  November  2f  ij6t. 

W  E  let  out  from  Iflen  about  an  hour 
before  it  was  light  this  morning.  A  man 
preceded  with  a  lanthorn  as  laft  evening* 
But  at  fun-rife,  or  more  properly,  when  it 
was  light,  he  abandoned  us,  I  fay  more 
properly  when  it  was  light,  as  the  fun  has 
not  rifen  vifibly  to  day.  We  have  had  an 
Englilh  mifty  morning.  The  country  too 
about  this  place  refembles  our  downs,  the 
only  one  of  that  nature  I  have  ever  feen  out 
of  England.  I  am  now  no  longer  in  Bavaria* 
lia  The 
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The   little    village    which  harbours  me  at 
prefent  is  under  the  dominion  of  Augfbourg^ 

Since  dinner  I  have  been  about  the  village 
feeing  the  German  ideas  of  images  and 
ftatuesi  With  regard  to  things  of  this  kind, 
the  farther  you  go  from  Rome,  the  more  you 
find  of  them.  The  Roman  catholic  religion 
fecms  to  have  much  greater  force  in  its  ex- 
tremities than  in  its  centre.  They  have 
what  they  call  a  mount  Calvary  in  this 
village,  which  is^  an  artificial  mount  raifed 
up  juft  before  the  church,  upon  the  top  of 
which  there  is  a  large  crucifix,  and  on  each 
fide  of  it  the  two  thieves  hanging.  tJnder 
the  crofs  St.  John,  the  Virgin  Mary,  and 
Mary  Magdalen  ftand  weepings  Round 
about  the  mount  were  various  other  figures^ 
which  I  have  not  time  to  defcribe,  as  the 
poftilion  is  going  away. 


AugfSourg 
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Augfbourg,  ditto  in  the  evening,  feven  o'clock^ 

I  am  juft  arrived,  tho*  late,  to  the  mighty 
city  appointed  for  the  congrefs  of  the  peace, 
which  goddefs  does  not,  however,  yfeem  as 
yet  to  be  willing  to  take  up  her  fojourn  in 
Europe,  tho'  the  ambafladors  of  the  refpec- 
tive  nations  have  hired  their  houfes,  and  my 
landlord  tells  me  their  baggage  is  already 
come.  Augfbourg  is,  as  I  have  faid,  one  of  the 
free  cities  of  the  empire,  which  are  a  kind  of 
republics,  but  dependent  in  great  things  up- 
on the  imperial  diett 

We  have  got  a  marriage  at  the  inn  where 
I  am,  and  all  the  houfe  is  illuminated  upon 
the  occafion.  The  muficians  have  ft  ruck  up, 
and  the  company  is  got  to  dancing,  but  as  I 
am  dirty  from  my  journey,  I  am  not  capable 
of  appearing  at  an  Hymeneal  feftivity,  Va^ 
rious  interruptions  to  which  travellers  are 
fubjeiSt,  have- taken  up  my  timp,  and  a  great 
I  i  2  inter- 


5d«    .     LETTERS    FROM 

interruption,  tho'  not  difagreeable,  is  juft  ar- 
rived,  which  is  fupper. 

Encouraged  by  my  German  food,  and  h 
fpight  of  my  drefs,  I  have  been  ftanding  a 
little  at  the  door  of  the  room,  where  the 
new  married  couple  and  their  company  arc 
dancing.  The  bride  is  not  an  ugly  woman, 
butdifguifed  by  her  bridal  drefs,  the  moll 
remarkable  part  of  which  coafifts  in  what 
they  C4II  a  tower,  or  a  prodigious  black  creft 
riling  above  a  foot  over  her  head.  The 
company  was  very  civil,  and  invited  me  into 
the  room.  I  excufed  myfelf  upon  account 
of  my  travelling  habit,  fo  unfuited  to  2 
tnarriage  ceremony.  Not  that  1  believe  the 
perfons  were  of  any  great  rank,  by  celebrate 
ing  their  nuptials  at  an  inn,  but  the  being 
cloathed  in  ypur  beft  apparel  feerns  effentlal 
to  9  wedding.  However  many  of  the  gentry 
^re  juft  gone  away  ia  their  coaches,  which  is 
a  fign  that  they  are  not  t^ggaf  ?• 

Auglbourg, 
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Augfbourg,  Tttcfilay,  November  g, 
'  1761,  half  after  ii  moraiHg, 

I  have  been  at  a  coffee-houfe,  *  where 
amidfl:  a  cloud  of  fxinoke  and  tobacco,  which 
the  morning  fun  does  not  hinder  the  Ger-' 
mans  from  puffing,  I  have  found  a  piece  of 
news  which  furprized  me,  viz.  thjit  Mr,  Pitt 
was  out  of  place,  I  am  afraid  it  is  bpt  top 
true,  as  the  Lcyden  g^ettie,*  from  whence  I 
had  my  information,  is  reclconed  a  pretty 
good  authority.  -  From  the  cpfFeej-houfe  J 
went  towards  the  Roman  cathgliq  cathedral^ 
but  I  foon  thought  it  befl  to  return  home,  a§ 
the  weather  threatened  rain..  I  fay  thip  Ro» 
man  catholic  cathedral,  becaufe  ,proteftant« 
and  Roman  catholics  are  pretty  nearly  of  m 
equal  number  in  this  town,  and  being  upoij 
the  fame  footmg,  have  both  their  refpedive 
churches.  Friers  and  Lutheran  minifters 
appear  walking  about  the  ftreets  in  their 
proper  habits.  They  feem  to  fcowl,  how- 
ever, a  little  3t  each  other  when  they  meet, 
I  i  4  The 
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The  Lutherans  go  dreffed  in  a  long  full 
bjack  gown,  and  a  prodigious  white  rufF 
about  their  necks.  Every  thing  with  regard 
to  religion  is  halved  in  this  city.  Half  the 
people  interefted  in  the  government  are  pro- 
teftants,  and  half  Roman  catholics,  and  the 
fame  with  every  thing  elfc,  according  to  the 
treaty  of  Weftphalia,  by  which  the  thirty 
years  war  of  rdigion  in  Germany  was  ter- 
minated juft  as  things  flood  at  that  time* 
They  fay  there  are  fome  places  where  the 
two  religions  have  but  one  church,  and  per- 
form their  refpective  fervices  in  it  at  different 
times.  Both  parties  muft  have  been  heartily 
tired  of  hoftilities  to  enter  into  fuch  a  union, 
tho'  it  is  to  be  wifhed  the  reft  of  Europe 
would  take  example  from  the  prefent  tolera^ 
ting  behaviour  of  the  Germans. 


LET. 


ITALY,    GERMANY,    &c.    505 


LETTER        XLVir. 


Ulm,  Novembers,  ij6i* 
Sunday,  1 1  o'clock,  morning. 

JL  Am  arrived  from  Augfbourg  to  another 
free  city   of  the  empire.     Ulm   is   fituated 
upon  the  Danube,  which  I  paffed  to  enter  it. 
It  continues  extremely  cold,  and  the  ground 
is  covered  with  fnpw,  tho'  not   very  deep. 
Indeed  as  we  approached  towards   this  place 
there  was  but  little.      We   had   more  this 
morning  and  yefterday  towards  Augfbourg. 
We  left  that  city  on  Wednefday  laft,  but  not 
very  early,  as  the  g^tes,  are  not  open  before 
f^ven.     The   fhaife  being  ^[at   laft   ready,  I 
mounted  into  it.    It  was  like  our  open  chaife^ 
in  England  vvith  four  wheels.      It  had  a 
coachbox,  which,  as  thp  poftilion  rode  one 
of  the  horfes,  remained   ynoccupied,  till  we 
had  ^one  tl^ree  or  four  milejJ,  when   he   re- 
ceived 
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ceived  apedeftrian  friend  of  his,  andplacei 
him  upon  it.  We  got  to  dinner  that  day  to 
Summer-^haufen,  where  having  lofl  inf 
gloves,  I  fupplied  myfelf  with  a  pair  of  new, 
proper  for  the  cHmate.  They  were  a  great 
pair  of  woollen  hand-(hoes,  the  German 
name  for  that  part  of  our  drefs,  and  whld 
arc  three  inches  thick  I  believe.  In  the  even- 
ing I  came  to  Kingfbourg,  a  little  village  k- 
longing  to  the  queen  of  Hungary,  where 
they  were  confequently  all  Roman  catholic^, 
and  in  the  intereft  of  the  houfe  of  Auftrla. 
This  I  foon  found  by  a  little  converfatloiil 
entered  into  with  fome  gentlemen  who  were 
fitting  at  one  of  the  tables  of  the  puUic 
room,  for  in  this  part  of  Germany  the  pub- 
lic houfes  always  keep  a  parlour  with  a 
number  of  tables  in  it,  warm  for  the  ufe 
of  their  cuftomers. 

My     complimentary    landlord    here  h^ 

been  talking  in  great  praife  of  the  L\itk0 

church,  and  I  intend  to  go  and  fee  it»  ^^^^ 

whole 
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whole  town  of  Ulm  is  Lutheran*     We  begin 
to  come  into   the  proteftant  parts  of  Germa-?"^ 
py#     My  laja^lord  tells  me  that  he  is  ready 
to  accompapy  i?ie  (o  fe§  tl^e  church. 

Keifingen,  ditto  in  the  evening. ' 

IT  is  more  than  nine  o'clock,  and  I  have 
not  been  long  arrived.  The  fetting  out  Ute, 
aijd  j^ccideiits  upon  the  road,  have  delaye4 
me*  I;  did  not  fet  out  till,  two  o'clock,  for 
my  landlord  made  me  lofe  much  time  in 
feeing  his  Lutheran  cathedral.  I  can  not  fay 
but  that  it  is  a  fine  Gothic  building.  How- 
ever the  good  gentleman  had  fucli  a  fury  to 
Ihew  me  the  curiofities  of  it,  that  he  would 
mak^  me  fee  every  trifle.  Being  .fomething 
like  a  churchwarden,  I  believe,  he  would 
produce  the  gijded  cups  for  the  wine  ^  the 
facrament,  as  likewife.  the  wafers  which  the 
Luthefans  ufe..  for  confecration  inflead  of 
bread,  for  in  this  they  agree  with  the  Roman 
catholics,     yhty  h^ye  alfp  crucifixes  iti  their 

'  churches. 
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churches,  but  no  images  of  faints  or  any 
thing  of  that  nature.  My  landlord  (eems  to 
be  a  man  very  much  refpefted  in  the  town, 
at  lead  we  received  many  lalutations  from 
almoft  every  perfon  we  met.  The  Lutheran 
church  in  Ulm  was  anciently  a  Roman  ca- 
tholic qathedraL 

I  am  fo  tired  I  can  not  continue,  and  muft 
drop  the  other  immaterial  circumftanCes  that 
have  happened  to  me  in  my  journey  from 
Auglbour^. 

Ganzftadt^  Monday,  9  November, 
1 761,  fevcn  o'cIo9k  in  the  evening. 
THO*  I  thought  of  getting  to  Stutgard, 
fortune  has  flopped  me  (hort  at  this  little 
town  belonging  to  the  duke  of  Wirtemberg, 
as  likewife  the  place  where  I   dined,  called 
Uberfpach.     Nor  am  I  on  the  infidc  of  the 
town, .  I  am  covered  by  a  wretched  hut  with- 
out the  walls  of  it,     I    believe  my  poftilioD 
loft  his  way  this  evening  from  Uberfpach,  at 
2  k& 
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5aft  we  have  had  a  difagreeable  tedious  jour- 
ey  hither.  The  roads  in  fome  parts  were 
ather  bad.  Indeed  it  can  not  be  otherwife 
v^hile  they  permit  fuch  great  carts  with 
leavy  weights  to  pafs  along  thein*  They 
mt  ten  horfes  fometimes  to  thefe  waggons, 
ind  their  wheels  are  not  broader  than  com* 
non.  We  paflcd  this  morning  by  a  city 
svhich  1  think  is  called  Gebin,  Tho*  we 
iid  not  enter  iti  the  feritries  chofe  to  afk  me 
my  name  arid  quality.  All  the  country  here- 
about, is  Lutheran,  and  is  moftly  fo  quite^ 
to  Francforti' 

I  am  fitting  in  my  landlady*s  room,  as  it  is 
Warmer  than  my  own,  in  the  ftove  of  which 
the  fire  is  but  lately  lighted.  She  is  placed 
on  one  fide  of  a  table  reading  a  Lutheran 
book  of  devotion,  and  I  am  leaning  on 
the  other,  and  writing.  She  feems  much 
fuch  a  fort  of  woman  as  the  lady  of  one  of 
our  inns  in  England. 

Elin, 


510         LEttERS    FRdM 

£liAy  T«604y,  November  i6^  i;6f» 
half  ftftetf  I  aftcriSooil. 
UPON  my  arrival  at  this  place,  and  aikiog 
iTvhat  was  to  be  feen^  my  landlord  conduced 
me  into  a  houfe  where  a  marriage   "wVls  cek- 
brating  bdtwefen  two  country  people*     W^ 
found'  however,  upon  our  arrival^  that  the 
company  was  not  yet  come.     There  were 
indeed  fome  muficians,  two  of  whoca  played 
upon  the  French  horns  to  divert  us.     But  at 
laft  the  bride  and  bridegroom  appeared.  Their 
attendants  prefented   me  with  cakes^  iprigs 
of  rofemary,  and  I  do  not  know  what.     We 
make  ufe  of  rofemary  for  buryings,  and  the 
OermanSy  with  equal  propriety,  perhaps,  pro- 
duce  it  at  their  weddings* 

Rditctf,  ditttfittttcevteitfg. 
AFTER  dinner  I  returned  v^rith  my  hftdlard 
to  the  hbufe  where  the  nvtpthls  wefe  carry- 
ing on.     All  the  company  was  aflembledand 
placed  at  dinner  to   the  numbfer  of  fifty  or 

fixty 
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fittf  |>erfohs.  They  .weuld  ba^e^  hzA  tne 
jtake  %  feat  atid  eat  aldng  t^itK  them^  but  t 
excufed  nfijfelf  as  having  dined.  .HdweVer  • 
they  made  me  eat  a  pi«cf4  of  Clkfey  and  drink 
a  glafi  of  wine.  In  th6  mean  tiriie  ihd  mti«*' 
lie'  was  splaying,  and  eVety  thiflg  Welit  611  itt 
high  jollity.  After  dinnfef  the  bride  fcarae  t& 
m?  and*  wotild  have  me  dance  a  ttiihtret  with 
her.  1  iti  Vain  pleaded  my  boots  as  aft  tx^ 
cufe.  I  Was  forced  to  dance  with  her '^  'artdf 
afterwards  with  a  lady  of  the  c6topany,  fof 
tho'  the  bride  was  a  country  girl,  there  were 
two  or  thr'ed'  kdie^  preftrrt  at  her  wedc^nig 
dinner.'  As  well  as  i  could  undetftand,- *6nb 
was  the  parfoii^s  wife,  another  the  rtiiyot  of 
burgomafter^s  wife, "  and  people  of  that  forti 
I  talked  biiC  little,  as  Grerniatt  does  not  at  all 
run  fluent  from  my  tongue.  Being  fatisfied 
at  laft  with  dancing,  and  feeing  curious 
figures,  and  thinking  my  ^poftilion  would  be 
glad  to  go  away,  I  retired* 

The 


512         LETTERS    FROM 

The  city  I  am  ib  at  prefent  belongs  to  the 
eledlor  palatine.  Its  religion  is  a  mixture  of 
Calvinifts,  Lutherans^  and  Roman  catholics. 
My  landlord  informs  me  that  there  are  ftill 
fifteen  German  miles  to  Francfort.  I  really 
believe  a  German  mile  makes  at  leafl  fix  of 
ours.  According  to  this  account  we  ought  to 
have  near  ninety  miles  to  that  city.  My 
landlord  likewife  informs  me  that  I.  (hall  meet 
with  no  French  till  I  get  there*  The  French 
have  a  garrifon  in  Francfort« 

A  fine  gentleihan  with  half  a  do2en  dogs 
is  juft  come  into  our  inn*  My  landlord  tells 
me  that  he  is  an  officer  of  the  duke  of  Wir- 
temberg's.  By  his  dogs  and  drefs  he  looks 
more  like  a  fportfman  than  a  warrior. 


LET- 
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tieideljburg  7  o^ctock  niofning, 
Thurfday^  Nov.  12,  1761  • 

X  SHOULD  have  been  gone  away  from 
this  place,  where  I  lay  laft  nighty  before 
nbw,  but  one  of  the  horfes  has  got  a  fhoe  to 
be  put  on.  I  could  not  writ6  any  thing  yeC- 
lerday^  as  I  fpent  it  in  company  at  the  table 
d'  hdt6,  which  begin  to  be  excellent.  They 
inform:  me^  that  I  fli^ll  certainly  meet  with 
no  French  upon  the  road  till  I  come  to  Fj'anc- 
fort.  I  pafled  yeftcrday  morning  through 
Bruffen,  where  the  bilhop  of  Spire  dwells. 
He  has  4  veiy  fine  palace*  His  fentinels  ex- 
amined me  in  paffing  through,  and  would 
know  my  name,  quality,  and  every  thing. 
Heidelburg,  the  town  I  am  in  at  prefent, 
feems  a  Very  large  handfonle  city*  It  is  not 
far  from  Manbeim,  the  capital  of  the  elector 
Vol.  111.  K  k  palatine. 
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palatine.  At  leaft  the  eleftor  palatine  always 
lives  there.  The  Germans  in  this  part  of  the 
country  do  not  feem  to  be  great  friends  to  the 
French,  of  to  like  their  incurfions  into  Ger- 
many. It  is  faid  the  French  army  under 
Broglio  is  at  prcfent  but  a  few  miles  from 
Hanover. 


Hap^nhcim,  ditto  3  o'dock 
afternoon. 

UPON  my  entry  Into  th^  warm  public 
room  of  this  houfe,  the  firft  thing  that  fa- 
luted  my  fight  was^  a  eoupk  of  ill  looking 
huffarSy  who  were  fitting  at  a  table.  Befere 
them  flood  fomething  to  e^t  and  4rifik.  All 
together  they  were  mofl  formidabk  figures, 
particularly  oiie  of  theiri,  who  glared  upon 
me  at  my  entrance,  and  whoife  long  whilkcrs 
and  high  cap  added  confiderably  to  the  fitrce- 
nefs  of  his  look.  The  other  was  Mther  miWer, 
but  had  flill  a  degree  of  fury  in  his  appear- 
ance.   In  fhort,  they  w^ere  two  perfonag^s, 

.      ,  ■  that 
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that  I  fitotild  not  at  all  like  to  inect  at  twelve 
o*clock  at  night  in  a  wood.  They  were  in 
the  fervfcc  of  France,  and  were  of  Alfatla  if 
I  miftake  not.  I  entered  into  a  converfation 
with  the  mildtr,  while  I  was  warming  my- 
fejif  at  the  jOtove.  He  fays  he  is  come  in  eleven 
cjays  from  the  French  army,  which,  is  hov^ 
at  Einbecfc.  He  complains  prodigioufly  of 
the  Halioverians,  and  fays  with  many  exe- 
crationsj  that  they  would  never  let  him  eat 
a  morfel  in  peace.  He  and  his  Companion 
are  come  I  think  to  fee  about  winter  quarters 
for  their  regiment.  While  I  was'at  dimier 
my  landlord  entertained  nafe  with  lamenta- 
tions upon  the  miferies  of  war,  and  how 
much  corn  and  other  things  they  were  ob- 
liged to  give  yearly  to  the  French  army. 
This' village  is  in  the  eledfor  of  Mentz's  do- 
minions^ who  allows  the  French  to  take  f^ 
jnuch  for^e  and  provifidns  annually  from 
his  fubjedts.  Perhaps  he  grants  it  from"  not 
being  able  to  refufe  fo  powerful  an  intercef- 
for..  The.Germans,  how'ever,  in  general  dp 
,/  K  k  2  not 
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not  feim  to  be  friends  to  the  French)  and 
yefterday  at  Heidelburg^  upon  my  telling  a 
gentleman,  that  I  did  not  believe  I  ihould 
meet  with  any  French  between  that  place 
and  Francfort ;  '*.  Ah  !"  fays  he,  with  a  far- 
caftic  fmile,  "  there  are  enough  of  them  every 
"  where."  The  regiment  of  huffars,  of  which 
the  two  prefent  are  a  part,  coming  into  win- 
ter quarters  here,  does  not  feem  at  all  agree- 
able to  my  prefent  landlord.  He  gave  me, 
as  a  fort  of  defert  to  my  dinner,  a  fucceffion 
of  malediftions  againft  war  and  the  effeSs 
of  it.  The  huffars  are  gone  away  and  I 
believe  have  taken  to  horfe. 


Uberftadt,  ditto  in  the  evening. 

THE  village  I  am  in  at  prefent  belongs 
to  the  duke  or  prince  of  Darmfladt.  I  in- 
tended lying  in  the  capital,  but  fate  flopped 
me  fhort  here.  Coming  out  of  a  pretty 
wood  about  two  or  three  miles  from  hence, 
we  faw  the  whole  road  gleam  with  arms, 

•     whict 
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which  I  thought  at  Icaft  was  the  French 
coming  to  attack  us,  but  found  it  was  only' 
a  regiment  of  the  country  changing  quar- 


ters. 


Francfort  upon  the  Maine,  half  after  7 
in  the  evening,  Friday,  Nov.  13,  1761,  r 

I  am  at  laft  arrived  in  this,  town,  after  a 
long  half  day*s  journey  this  morning.  '  The 
roads  too  are  cxceffively  fandy  as  you  ap- 
proach towards  Francfort,  which  made  us 
go  very  flow.     Sandy  roads  and  woods  were,. 
I  think,   the  only  variety  we  had  in  our^ 
route.    We  did,  indeed,  pafs  through  Ibme- 
villages,  and  under  the  walls  of  Darmftadt. 
I  thought  I  Ihould  have  had  a  rigorous  exa* 
mination  from  the  French  upon  my  entry 
into  this  city,   but   only  a  German  grave 
looking  fort  of  a  man  faid  any  thing  to  me*. 
He  aflced  me  my  name,  and  where  I  intended 
to  lodge,  but  did  not  trouble  himfelf  about 
jjiy^natioUt    Satisfied  with  my  anfwers>  he 
K  k  3  .  let 
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Ipt  me  pafs,  an4  Upon  eatering  Ftaqcfprt,  I 
cro£[e4  t^^  S^?^  bridge  over  the  Maine,  aad 
repaired  (o  my  inn  called  the  i^ed  M^. 
I  go  away  tomorrow  morning  in  the  public 
boat  fpr  Mentz,  not  to  lofe  any  time  in  my 
return,  and  to  be  fequre  from  marauders, 
which  I  fhould  be  cxpofed  to,  if  J  travelled 
by  land.  I  intended  to  go  to  the  French 
play,  but  there  was  none  thi$  evening,  abd 
inftcad  qf  that  diverfion,  I  went  to  vifit  a 
gentleman  for  whona  I  bad  a  letter,  but  I 
did  not  find  him  af  home,  They  toid  me  I 
ihould  meet  with  him  at  ^'  cerfain  fo&e* 
hpufe,  to  which  my  guide  qotiduded  me. 
I  did  not'  find  him  i]^t;^  neithe^f,  hut;  tnilead 
of  him,  i  found  a  mukityde  of  people  in- 
volved in  a  cloud  of  fmo|ce,  ^nd  amoog 
others  a  young  French  officer  curioufly 
dreffed,  tho*  pettily  too,  who  feesned  IQ 
he  eyeing  the  whole  company  \Kith  con- 
iummate  contempt^ 

Since 
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Since  my  rretUTA  hornet  mj?  landlord  hk* 
been  informing,  me  of  the  manner  iji.whicb 
the  French  rendered  themleives  matters  of 
Francforty  that  is  put  a  garrifoa  into  this^ 
town ;  for,,  zs  to  th«e  civil  goverament,  they' 
have  nof  in  the  Jfesift  interfered  in  it.  Thejf} 
d^mianded  a  pafTagp  t^vrip^gi}  ^^/anqjTort  fpcr 
their  troops  at  HajPan.  It^  ^ajs  granted? 
them,  Wbeivthey  ^w^re  in.'.th?.  ipiddle  pf 
the  town  they  haiteji,  and  >told  the  inhabit* 
tants  that  Cbfcy  were  obliged  to  leaye  two.  oe 
three  thousand  Ibldiers  there  for  their  cwth 
fecurity^  Tbfe^Fe  was  ilo' refufing  fa  many 
men^  withr  mu^ts^  upon^  their  £houlders»  and 
they  accordingly  took  pofleffion  of  all  tho, 
fortification^,  to  the  no  ifnall^  difpleafure  q£ 
the  citizens^  Fraaicfort'  is.  a  free  city  of  the 
^mpir^    The  gavcifnn^ent  is  ]uutheran. 

Ditto  eleven  o'cloct  at  niglit. 

What  do  you  think  ?  The  very  Irifli 
nobleman  who  lodged  over    my-    head    at 

K  k  4  Rom 
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Rome  is  in  this  houfe^  land  I  have  been 
jiipping  with  him,  A  curious  converfatloa 
began  after  the  cloth  was  taken  away. 
Upon  mentioning  our  both  being  upon  our 
return  to  the  Britifli  iflands,  he  faid  I  was  fo 
unprejudiced  a  perfbn,  that  he  would  venture 
to  a(k  advice  of  me.  He  then  defired  to 
know  if  the  Englifh  cuftom-houfe  officers 
were  very  rlgoroius,  and  upon  my  affuring 
him  they  were,  confefled  he  had  the  body 
of  a  faint  behind  his  chaife,  which  had  been 
given  him  by  his  holinefs  to  enrich  the 
altar  of  his  chapel  in  Ireland,  where  thofe 
of  his  perfuafion  would  come  in  crouds  for 
confolation.  Now  as  the  whole  authenticity 
of  the  relique  depended  upon  the  papal  feals, 
he  was  afraid  that  the  cuftom-houfc  officers 
might  break  them  to  fee  what  was  within 
fide.  I  could  not  help  ackriowledging  that 
J  jloubfed  whether  m^jch  refpe^l  would  be 
fliewn  to  the  pontifical  fignet,  and  advifed 
him  to  endeavour  to  find  fome  envoy  or  am- 
Ij^ffador  going  tp  t^ondon,  whiQ  would  put  It 

^mqng 
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among  his  other  counterband  things.  He 
thanked  me  for  my  infornlation,  and  pro* 
iidifed  to  dp  33  I  wovld  Ji^ve  him, 

Mentz,  ten  o'clock  at  night, 
Saturday,  Nov,  14,  1761. 

I  have  come  to  daiy  down  the  Maine  in 
the  public  bark  to  this  place*  I  fet  off  at 
ten  o'clock.  Thefe  barks  are  like  thofe  in 
Holland,  that  go  away  at  a  minute's  warnings 
The  clock  ftruck  ten,  and  at  that  inftant  the, 
bark  began  to  move.  It  looked  like  Noah's 
ark,  from  the  quantity  of  animals  of  all  forts^ 
fizes  and  fexes  that  were  in  it.  There  were 
many  French  foldiers  and  officers.  I  had 
much  entertainment  in  hearing  their  talk 
of  war  affairs,  and  other  matters t  Nex(  me 
in  th^  boat  fat  two  Flemifh  merchants,  and 
we  have  ggreed  to  take  a  boat  together  to- 
piorrow  morning  to  go  to  Cologne.  How- 
ever, we  have  as  yet  not  been  able  to  find 
one,  and  we  muft  wait  till  the  morning 

dawns 
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dawns,  ta  conftiaw  aux  enquipes. 
our  arrival  at  £x«  ^^Kuit  ii%  xnUe;  frqin 
Francforty  our  bark  ftapped,  aui^  as  it  was 
tb  fby  there  an  hour,  I  and  the  Flemiil] 
merchants  wem  into  the.jtowij  to  look 
about  us.  By  ihfHhflf*  we  t^gri^-  led  into  an 
inn,  where  many  other  people^  who  had 
come  along  With  jrs^  iA  thfibdatiKad  pre- 
ceded uSt  tfere  wft  fbuiltd  a  jgood  meager 
dihnei'  readjr.-  A^ter  having  diluted^  ^fl^ei^ 
Cellent  difh  of  fifh,  \iilfK-¥  proper  ^^^^ 
of  Rheniflr,  the  common  wine  of  tiie  edtm* 
try,  we  retumcd  to  ovr  f^ion  m  tb^beat, 
and  proceeded?  upeheiir  jounSey.  Betwen 
five  and  fix  o^eloek  we  arrived  to  this  town, 
which  is  fituated^  upon,  the  Rkke,  0^ 
where  the  Maine  empl^s  i^^li^  i^ilo  A^t 
fiver. 


LET'- 


ITAILT,    QEl^MANTT,    a?c.     5$^. 


^  E  •:|'  T  ^  R      xp3C. 

Nimcgucn,  Saturday,  November  2i, 
1761?,  ten  o'clock,  morning.  • 

Jl\  S   I  have  been  ajmofl:  continually  in  a 

boat,   or  amidft  Cfouds  of  French  office^s^  I 

Jiave  not  been  able  to  take  up.  my  pen  till  I 

am  now  UAder  the  fhelter  of  the  FepubUc  of 

Holland^    The'  Plemifli  iwrchanlfs  and  my- 

felf  hired  a  bark  at  Ment^p,.  which  belonged 

to  a  Dutchmap,  whgi  was,  retfurning  in  it  to 

h,ia  native  country.      They  indeed  took  i% 

oftly  to  Cologne,  a^  they  wer?  to  flop  there, 

but  I  agreed  to  go  with  it  the  wh,ple  way^^ 

^e  al|waysi  dined  ^nd  lay  in  fome  village, 

but  went  on  onjy  as  fafl;  as  the  gurrentof  the 

rivrCi:  jggjrried  US|  wjuch  w^s  npt  very  flow, 

for  the  Rhine  is  rapid,    W?  pai3fed  through;  ^ 

a  910ft  beautiful  country,  as  biUs  rofe  gently . 

pft  each  fid^  th§  river  glo^thgd  with  the  Rhe- 

.  *  pilh 
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nifli  grape.    Tho*  we  had  hired  the*  boat  ta 
ourfelves,  we  had  numbers  of  French  offi- 
cers and  foldiers,  who  entered    it  at  every 
town,  without,  I  believe,  paying  any  thing 
to  the  mailer.    All  the  ordinaries  too  were 
crowded  with  them,  but  I  received  no  (on 
of  infult  from  any  perfon,  tho\  I  believe,  in 
moft  places  they  did   not  know  me  for  aa 
Englifhman,   as  I   talked  Italian  with  my 
fervant.     Their  trbops  are  going  into  winter 
quarters,  tho*  there  are  ftill  fome  out  fn  tht 
field  againft  the  Hanoverians  and  us*    The 
foldicrs  are  fhabbily  drefled,  but  fome  of  the 
officers   extremely    fmart  and  gay.     They 
rattle  away  at  the  ordinaries,  and  feem  to 
thhik  themfelves  very  ill  ufed  in   being  dn- 
ven  out  of  Hanover.   One  young  officer,  juil 
come  from  the  camp,  was  accufed  of  beiflg 
afraid  of  breaking  his  neck  at  every  lit^J^ 
precipice  his  horfe  came  to,  and  it  was  won- 
dered how  a  perfon,  who  had  often  charged 
the  enemy  with  the  greatefl  fury,  could  be 
fo  pufiUanimous  in  a  common  Journey.   The 
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•-oung    Frenchman    replied   in   his    'native 

lyle,  that  glory  was  his  reward  if  he  fell  in 

^attle,  bat  that  no  honor  was  to  be  obtained 

from  breaking  his  neck  upon  the  road.  Indeed 

the  word  glory   was    common  in  all  their 

mouthS;,  tho'  at  this  time  retreating  before 

the  united  forces.     They  had   three  pretty 

bridges  of  boats  acrofs   the   Rhine,  and  all 

their  magazines  were  on  the  French  fide  of  it, 

that  if  pufbed  they  might  eafily  put  them- 

felves  in  fecurity.     Two  boats  took  out  of 

the  middle  of  them  to  let  us  pafs,  but  the 

fentries  made  us  wait  fome  time  before  they 

would  let  us  through.     Thefe   bridges  were 

formed  in  a  bend  againft  the  ftream,  which 

Confequently  could   not   drive   them    down 

without  breaking  in  the  lighters,  which  for 

greater  ftrength  were  ftrongly  anchored  up 

the  current.     A  few   planks  and  gravel  laid 

over  them,  with  a  rail  on  each  fide,  niade  a 

good  paflage  for  horfe  or  foot.     At  Wefel^ 

where  there  was^  one  of  them,  I  had  like  to 

have  got  into  a  fcrape  by  carrying  one  of  the 

I  Dutch 
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Dutch  chatif^pi^s  lighted  upon  it.  It  wa$ 
<lark,  and  Wefelbeiag  thc.laft  FrBtibh  gar-* 
fifon,  our  (bompany  was  redtieed  to  mylelf, 
my  fefvint  and  the  boatman.  As  ic  wad 
very  cdld,  I  had  put  fome  embers  fr<Hi^  the 
inn  fire  into  my  warming  machihe»  and  was 
bearing  it  over  the  bridge  to  defcisnd  into  my 
boat;  which  wis  at  the  foot  of  it,  ^hen  thd 
fentry  pjjiced  at  the  entrance  challenged  .tn^i 
and  ia&ed  *'me  what  I  did  with  fire  upon 
the  bridge?  As  L  could  not  poffibly  know 
the  watch- word<  he  advanced  tewai'ds  me 
and  put  me  und^r  arreft,  and  coiling  £6t 
aififtance,  carried  xAt  before  the  comtnand* 
ing  oS^Qtr  upon  guard.  I  had  isbrfoOiieF  told 
him  I  was  an  Engliihmaily  than'  h^  Shewed 
me  xhuih  civility,  arid  faid  he  bdlieved  we 
hated  the  Hanoverians  jufl  as  much  as  they 
did.  It  was  not  my  part  to  contradict  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  bridge  at  Wefel, 
efpecially  as  he  was  giving  orders  for  my 
^fmiffion,  tho'  he  defired  me  not  to  carry 
firfc  upon  the  bridge^  as  it  was  ffriftly  pro- 
'    •  '  ^  .1  hibite4 
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lubitcd^  upfon  ati:ount  of  tiie  enemy  haying 
attein^ed  mocQ  than  ooce  by  timovs  tb  fist 
fire  to  thofe  they  had  formed.    They  had 
gone  evea  farther,  and  fpnt  emiffaries  to  fire 
the  magazines  on  th^.  French  fide  of  the 
Rhine.     This  caufed  an  odd  regulation  to  be 
made,  that  we  who  went  in  boats  might  land 
on  the  left  hand  fide  of  the  rii^er,  but  if  we 
touched  the  right-hand  bank,  oor  boat,.^Dods 
and  all  were  to  be  cx>nfifcated»    For  this  por- 
pofe  various  patroles  were  Rationed  along  the 
fides  of  the.Rhine^  *to  put  thefc  ofdefs  into 
execution,  and  even  fire  upon  the  perfons 
who  ihould  prove  refradbory  to  .the  Ftench 
commands.    This  and  vairious  other  4efpotic 
wgulatioeis  offended  my  Dutch  boat-man  fo 
much,  th^t  as  focm  as  we  were  got  i«Ao  Hw* 
land,  he  bcgiM  crying  out  liberty  with  «he 
greateft  energy,  but  unluekfly  becime,  from 
the  moft  civil  perfi^  th^  could  poffibly  be, 
the  greateft  brute  aijd  bear  I  ever  fa.w.  How- 
ever be  condudted  me  fafely  «o  this  place, 

whe*^ 
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where  I  ffaall  only  remain  till  tomorrQW^  and 
fet  aSm  the  public  boat  for  Rotterdam. 


u 


Rotterdam,  8  o^clock  at  nighti 
Wcdncfdajr,  Nov.  25, 1761. 

THE  ufual  watery  conveyances  of  Hol- 
land brought  me  from  Nimeguen  to  this 
place.  The  whole  country  is  interfered 
with  an  infinity  of  canals,  which  refcues 
their  grounds  from  becoming  a  marOi,  and 
affords  an  eafy  method  of  pafling  from  one 
town  to  another*  An  impudent  Dutchman, 
who  was  to  carry  me  in  his  boat  on  board 
the  public  barge,  flopped  me  in  the  middle 
between  the  fhore  and  the  veflei,  and  declared 
►  he  would  not  go  on  without  I  gave  him  an 
enormous  price.  As  they  were  juft  going 
away  I  confented  to  any  thing,  and  when  I 
got  on  board  enquired  of  fome  genteel  look- 
ing people,  what  I  ought  to  pay ;  but  they 
were  fo  ^  far  from  taking  my  part,  that  they 
turned  their  Belgic  rumps  towards  me  and 

left 
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left  me  to  fatisfy  the  fellow  as  I  could.  You 
may  imagine  we  had  not  any  particular  inti- 
macy during  the  voyage,  if  I  may  call  the 
gliding  through  drained  fens  by  that  name* 
At  length  we  arrived  at  this  town,  which  I 
think  is  as  beautiful  as  any  thing  can  be  ima- 
gined. At  Venice  water  is  the  only  obje£t 
you  fee  in  the  ftreets,  and  here  there  are  caw 
nals  run  through  Qvery  one,  but  on  each  fide 
there  is  a  very  good  paved  way  for  coaches, 
and  the  borders  of  the  water  are  planted  with 
lime  trees.  The  bridges  too,  which  are  very 
numerous  and  all  painted  white,  give  a  neat 
look  to  the  town,  and  open  in  the  middle  to 
let  the  mafts  of  the  veflels  pafs  through  in  a 
very  ingenious  manner.  Indeed  in  almoft  all 
the  cities  of  Holland  the  three  moft  contrary 
things  in  nature  are  blended  together,  houfes, 
trees,  and  Ihipping,  which  added  to  the  great 
neatnefs,  which  pervades  the  whole,  aftonifhesi 
the  eye  of  a  ftranger  unufed  to  behold  mafts 
peeping  up  amidft  trees.  I  have  now  told 
you  the  beft  of  this  place,  for  many  Dutch- 
Vol,  III,  h  I  men 
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men.  have  not  unaptly  been  compared  to 
brooms,  which  keep  every  thing  clean  but 
their  own  perfohs ;  and  a  gentleman  upoQ 
being  (hewn  a  houfe  is  faid  to  have  fpitin  the 
mafter's  face,  as  being  the  only  dirty  place 
to  expectorate  in.  Thefe  charms  however, 
not  being  fufficient  to  keep  me  from  you,  I 
ihall  fet  off  for  Helvoet  Sluys  the  day  after 
tomorrow,  and  as  I  ihall  be  with  youasfoon 
as  I  can  fend  another  paper,  I  here  clofe  my 
correfpondence,  which  I  have  continued,  ac- 
cording to  promife,  I  may  fay,^  without  in- 
terruption from  the  time  of  my  leaving  you 
to  go  Lilbon. 


FINIS. 
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